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Preface 



This reference book is intended as a practical guide to the use of prepositions and 
adverbial particles. Simple examples of usage are given throughout the book. Brief 
explanations accompany the examples wherever necessary, and grammatical rules 
are presented as clearly as possible. The book is divided into six chapters, and 
some classification of the complex question of usage is thereby attempted. The 
key words in the phrases (i.e. the verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs) are 
arranged in alphabetical order. 

Prepositions and particles cause more difficulty to many overseas students 
than any other aspect of the English language. The choice of preposition or particle 
following a certain verb, noun, adjective, or adverb can be determined only after 
constant practice. An important aspect of the subject is illustrated by the phrasal 
verb, in which an adverbial particle combines with a verb to form a collocation 
possessing a new meaning. The phrasal verb must be considered as a unit, for its 
meaning can rarely be inferred from a knowledge of the verb and the particle 
separately. 

Prepositional phrases are often fixed: to alter or to add one word would be 
sufficient to render most phrases meaningless. Subtle variations in meaning are 
frequently expressed by the use of different prepositions with the same word. 
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1 Common Prepositions 



A preposition is a word which shows the relationship between a noun or a pronoun and another word 
in the sentence. Prepositions are usually (but not always) placed before the noun or pronoun which they 
govern. This chapter deals mainly with common prepositions and contains simple instances of their use. 

The following is a list of all the common prepositions; explanations (where necessary) and examples 
follow each preposition. The chief meanings of each preposition are given. Some of the explanations 
(e.g. under — lower than, vertically below, beneath) may at first appear to be interchangeable in one 
or more of the examples given. Further examination, however, will reveal that they are not interchangeable 
In every case. 

In certain instances the gloss on a usage may prove more difficult for the student to understand than 
the usage itself. Such glosses have been kept to a minimum and are included in order to distinguish 
between— not to explain— the different meanings and usages of a preposition. 



about (1) concerning, of. He talked about his old 
friend. 

Note that concerning, of. and about are not 
interchangeable after the verb to be and are 
rarely interchangeable when about governs a 
noun or a pronoun following another noun: The 
lecture was about Charles Darwin. That book 
about Napoleon is very interesting. 

(2) near(ly).. approximately (a place, a time, a 
quantity, etc.). It was about two o'clock when 
he left. The bomb fell about here, 

(3) here and there, in various parts of, all 
around. The traveller roamed about the town 
trying to find a suitable hoteL We wandered 
about the city on our first evening there. 

above (1) higher than, on top of (without touch- 
ing), over. See over (1). The big bird flew above 
the trees. There is a monkey on the branch 
above you. 

(2) more than. over. Above two hundred 
people attended the meeting. See over (6). 

(3) superior to. All these men are honest and 
above bribery. 

across ( 1 ) from one side to the other of. The little 
boy ran across the street. 

(2) on the other side of. He saw a grocer's 
shop across the street. 

after (1) later than (a time). / shall be able to see 
you after six o'clock. Can you come to see us 
after the holidays? 

(2) following, behind. Go after him quickly 
and give him his umbrella. 

(3) This painting is after Turner. 

Note the difference between the following rvvo 
sentences: He painted it after Turner. ( = in the 
same manner as) He painted after Turner. ( = at 
a later time than) 

(4) as a consequence of. The headmaster 



would not grant the class a holiday after their 
bad behaviour. 

(5) in spite of. After everything I said, you 
still had to do it I 
against (1) Stop knocking the stick against the 
fence. 

(2) It is difficult to run against a strong wind. 

(3) The struggle against poverty and hunger is 
a hard one. 

(4) contrary to. Smoking is against the school 
rules. 

(5) in contrast with. The beautiful villa stood 
out against the ugly slumts surrounding it, 

(6) in preparation for. She began to save 
money against the time when she would no 
longer be able to work. 

(7) in exchange for. He bet me his gun against 
my radio. 

(8) opposed to, not in favour of. He was 
against the scheme from the very start. 

along There are many tall trees along the road to 
the village. 

amid(st) She stood in tears amid the alien corn. 
The great man stood amidst the cheering crowd. 
Note that there is no difference between 
amid and amidst. Both are found more in litera- 
ture than in daily speech. 

among(st) (1) from person to person. The host 
moved about among his guests. 

(2) Divide this cake among all the boys here. 
See between. 

(3) one of. / am among the great man's 
followers. 

Note that there is no difference between 

among and amongst, and both prepositions must 

be followed by a plural noun or pronoun. 

around Many people stood around the injured 

man. The news soon travelled around the world. 

See round. Round and around are usually 
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2 Common Prepositions 



interchangeable in daily speech. However, in 
formal English around Is used chiefly to mean 
on every side of or about, and round has the 
meaning of so as to encircle or enclose. 
at (1) His father appeared at that moment We 
arrived at two o'clock. Used to denote a point 
of time, usually moments and clock times. 

(2) They will begin their journey at Easter. 
Used before the names of festivals, etc. but not 
before days: They will begin their journey on 
Easter Sunday. See on (4). 

(3) ^e lives at the white cottage. Used before 
the name of a particular place (usually an 
address, a building, a village, or a small town). 
See in (4). 

(4) to. towards. The goat ran at the 
passer-by. 

Note that to cannot be substituted for at in 
contexts like the following : The soldiers aimed at 
the target She threw the book at me. (Cf. She 
threw the book to me. ) 

(5) for. / bought six pencils at fifty cents each. 

(6) The examiner soon put the candidate at 
ease. Used before certain nouns to express 
states. conditions. emotions, etc. (See 
Chapter 3) 

before ( 1 ) in front of. The accused man was 
brought before the magistrate. Antonym 
= behind. 

(2) My sister arrived home that night before 
ten o'clock. Antonym = after. 

(3) rather than. Death before dishonour. 
behind (1) at the back of. His wife stood behind 

him, looking over his shoulder at the man he was 
facing. 

(2) on the far side of, beyond. The chemist's 
shop is a few yards behind the church. 

(3) supporting. / knew that my friends were 
behind me in the matter. 

(4) inferior to, lovver than. John is behind the 
rest of the class in mathematics. 

(5) hidden by, being concealed by. There is 
something strange behind this apparently simple 
occurrence. 

(6) late (with). / am behind with my work. 

(7) In the past (and finished). Your hard days 
in prison are behind you now. 

below (1) lower than. Just below the top of the 
wall there was a b.n'ck missing. .Antonym 
= above. See under (1). 

(2) Your composition was below average. 
John is below the rest of the class in mathe- 
matics. 

Below and behind are interchangeable in the 
second sentence above, but not in such phrases 



as below average. Beneath can be substituted 
for below in most contexts. See note on 
beneath (3). 
beneath (1) below. The road twisted through the 
valley beneath us. 

(2) underneath. Beneath his rough exterior was 
a heart of- gold. 

(3) It was beneath his dignity to plead with 
her father. 

Note that beneath and below are interchange- 
able except in certain established phrases: 
beneath notice, beneath contempt, beneath one's 
dignity^ below average, below par, below the 
belt 
beside (1) by the side of, near by, close to. 
Looking up, I saw a man standing beside me. 

(2) compared with. He isn't very good at 
arithmetic, but beside Harry he is a genius at it 

(3) not concerning, irrelevant to. The point 
you have just raised is beside the question. 

(4) except, apart from. He trusted no one 
beside a very old and faithful servant 

besides in addition to. There were three others 
present at the meeting besides Mr Day. 

Besides and beside are easily confused by 
overseas students. Apart from the difference in 
meaning, beside Is used only as a preposition, 
whereas besides can also be used as an adverb 
to mean moreover or furthermore. 

between Many grammar books used to insist on 
the use of between in relation to two persons or 
things and among or amongst in relation to more 
than two. This distinction is no longer observed. 
There is nothing wrong with writing: We shall 
share the bill between the three of us. It is often 
necessary in geographical contexts to use 
between for more than two objects: Switzerland 
lies between Italy, Germany, and France. 

(1) across (a space). His body was firmly 
wedged between the two rocks, 

(2) across (a period of time). What did you do 
between two o clock and three o'clock? 

(3) in the middle of. The journey by air to 
England takes between ten and twelve hours. 
The girl was torn between her love for her father 
and her desire to see justice done. 

(4) separating. There is a wide river between 
the two villages. 

(5) connecting, uniting. There is something 
between the two men: find out what it is. 

(6) shared by. He divided the money between 
John and me. 

When co-operation is expressed, between Is 
more commonly used than among: The members 
of the class collected fifty dollars between them. 
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betwixt An archaic preposition used sometimes in 
poetry to mean between and frequently shortened 
to 'twixt. 

As 'twixt two equal Armies, Fate 
Suspends uncertain victory . , . 

(From Donne's "The Ecstasy") 
beyond (1) past, at the farther side of. The wood 
is beyond the stream. 

(2) past, out of reach of. The apples on the 
tree hung beyond the outstretched hands of the 
small boy. The evil man is not beyond salvation. 

(3) later than. It was beyond midnight when 
we left the party. 

but except. See except. No one but Sherlock 
Holmes can solve this problem. Is there nothing 
to drink but water? 

by (1 ) Jack was punished by his father. Used after 
verbs in the passive voice to denote the agent 
of the action, 

Cf. with — by means of By is used to signify 
the agent by vvhom (or which) the action is done; 
with is used to signify the instrument with 
which the action is done. See with (1). He was 
murdered by the angry mob. ( = The angry mob 
murdered him) He was murdered with this old 
knife. ( = Someone used this old knife to murder 
him) 

(2) at the side of, near. The old woman wished 
to be buried by her husband. There was a large 
dog lying by the entrance. 

(3) via. We travelled to India by South Africa. 

(4) past. A horse ran by the group of be- 
wildered visitors. 

(5) by means of. He passed the examination by 
sheer hard work. This old engine is driven by 
steam. You can always contact me by telephone. 

(6) during. The pilgrims travelled by night and 
rested by day. 

Note: by night = during the night. 

(7) at or before (a time). The ship will arrive 
in .Southampton by ten o'clock. I shall have 
finished by next Friday. 

Note that the Simple Future or Future Perfect 
Tense is often used with this construction. Care 
should be taken not to confuse until ( — up to 
the time of) with by ( - at). Consider the following 
sentences: The ship will not arrive in Southamp- 
ton by ten o'clock. ( = The ship will not arrive at 
ten o'clock) The ship will not arrive in Southamp- 
ton until ten o'clock. ( = The ship will arrive at 
ten o'clock) 

(%) By Jove, Tom won the race. Used in oaths. 

despite in spite of. They will come with us despite 
the bad weather. Not much used in conversation. 



down (1) from the top to the bottom of. We 
scrambled down the hill. 

(2) along. / went down the country lane for a 
few miles. 

during (1) throughout. Sentries guarded the camp 
during the night. 

(2) at some particular time in. Many people 
were made homeless during the floods, 
except All the pupils attended the meeting except 
Tony. 

Many students experience difficulty in deciding 
when to use except, but, save, and when to use 
except for, but for. save for. Except = not in- 
cluding; except for = on condition that you ignore 
the following (fact). 

Except should be used if exceptions are made 
from plural nouns or words with a plural mean- 
ing: / go to school every day except Sunday. 

However, if the exception is not from the 
plural noun and the word modifies another 
word or group of words in the sentence, except 
for should be used : The roads are deserted except 
for a few cars. 

If the exception is made from a singular noun 
denoting a complete unit in itself, the word to 
use is except for. This is a good essay except for 
the first paragraph. 
for (1 ) on behalf of. Mr Smith said that he signed 
the cheque for his wife. 

(2) in place of, instead of. He used the ash tray 
for a paper-weight. The abbreviation M.A. stands 
for Master of Arts. 

(3) in exchange for, for the price of. / will give 
you £100 for your car. 

(4) in order to obtain. He plays the piano for 
pleasure. 

(5) at the cost of. He could not sing for his life. 

(6) regarding. As for this class, I do not think 
their chances of passing the test are very good. 

Note that as generally precedes for when used 
in contexts similar to the above. 

(7) in search of, to obtain. Many people went 
to Alaska for gold. 

(8) on account of, because of. He hired a guide 
for fear of getting lost. 

(9) towards. The ship sails for the Far East. 
Used after verbs expressing departure or direction 
towards a place: e.g. leave for, set off for. 
make for. 

(10) used for. This wardrobe is for clothes, 

(11) She baked a cake for her son (i.e. intended 
for him to eat). Vwhat can I do for you? (i.e. to 
help you). Used to denote a recipient of some- 
thing. 
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(12) 777/5 pen is no good for you, ft was fortu- 
nate for you that he was there. The room fs too 
big for you. Used after certain adjectives and 
adverbs when they affect a person or a thing. 

(13) His hopes for success in the election 
were soon clashed. The neighbouring country 
showed its desire for peace by reducing its armed 
forces. Used after certain nouns and verbs ex- 
pressing a wish, a hope, or an expectation. 

(14) making an allowance for, considering the 
circumstances. He is a big boy for his age. 

(15) in certain expressions such as go for a 
walk, go for a holiday, etc. 

(16) Plenty of fresh air will be good for his 
health. Smoking is bad for the lungs. 

(17) in support of, in favour of. How many are 
for the motion? How many are against it? 

(18) as. The committee chose Mr Ismail for 
vice- president. This room is used for a spare 
bedroom. 

(19) during. / havf^ lived in Ceylon for two 
years. He hadn't seen John for five years. 

Note that for is used to denote a period of 
time; since is used (as a preposition) to signify 
the beginning of a period of time. / have lived in 
Ceylon since 1962. Occasionally, for can be 
omitted (whereas since can never be omitted). 
/ have lived in Ceylon two years. Consider the 
difference between the following two sentences: 
Has she been absent for the last year? Has she 
been absent since last year? See since, 
from (1) separated from, distant from. Your house 
is a long way from the beach. The village is ten 
miles from the highway. 

(2) have an origin in. He is from China. Wine 
is made from grapes. 

(3) The musicians travelled from London to 
Singapore. It was a good film from beginning to 
end. Count from 1 to 20. Used to express the 
point of departure. 

(4) have as a reason orcause. The boy screamed 
from fear as the tiger came towards him. 

(5) Choose a book from this shelf I cannot 
distinguish him from his brother. Used to signify 
comparison or difference. 

in (1) during (a period of time). Jim answered all 
the questions in ten minutes. Generally used 
with the Past Tense to denote a duration of time. 

(2) after (a period of time). She will meet us in 
two hours. Generally used with the Future Tense 
to denote the period of time within which the 
action will take place. 

(3) during, at some time during. She teaches in 
the morning only. The examination will be in 
June. They will return home for their holidays in 



summer. We left Nigeria in 1960. Used before 
parts of the day, weeks, months, seasons, and 
years. (See Appendix, page 134) 

(4) She lives in London. Used before the names 
of (important) towns, cities, countries, etc., or 
any large area. See at (3). 

(5) That book is not in the library. He has a 
sword in his hand. I saw him in the theatre. Used 
to denote a state or position in contexts like the 
above. 

(6) He is going in the front door of the building. 
Pour some water in the bottle. 

Note that in and into are usually interchange- 
able when movement is denoted (except when in 
has the meaning of through as in the first example 
above): into, however, is often used after go. 

(7) Between the trees I caught sight of the man 
in the brown suit. Who was the girl in the blue 
dress? Used often to denote the clothes, etc., 
in which a person is dressed. Note that with is 
used to denote physical characteristics and any- 
thing which is carried. Compare the following two 
sentences: She went to the party in a new dress 
(i.e. wearing a new dress). She went to the party 
with a new dress (i.e. carrying a new dress). 
This distinction Is, however, a fine one, and with 
is often used colloquially in such contexts instead 
of in. See with (2). 

(8) You are wasting your efforts in attempting 
this impossible feat. Used before a gerund ex- 
pressing some kind of activity. 

inside He was waiting inside the cinema. Once 
inside the door, the thief took off his mask. 

into {^) He went into the house. The elephants 
wandered back into the Jungle. Used to express 
a movement inwards; into can never be used to 
express a state. 

(2) He put all the money into a big pile. He 
translated the play into French. Used to express 
a change of condition. 

(3) divide so as to form several parts. His 
mother cut the cake into six pieces. 

like She saw a strange animal like a dragon. Your 
shoes are just like mine, I want a pen like John's. 
He raved like a madman. A number of gram- 
marians would class like as an adverb of degree 
in the last sentence above. (He raved like a 
madman = He raved like a madman raves.) 

near Mrs Jones sat near the fire. There are many 
trees near the new school. He insisted on stand- 
ing near me. 

of (1) belonging to; part of. She was the daughter 
of my friend. The leaves of this tree are beginning 
to fall. The wood of this desk is cracked. 
(2) from. Tibet is north of India. 
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Note that of can be used with certain words to 
mean from\ die of wounds, expect sonnething of 
a person, etc. 

(3) have an origin in, come from. He congratu- 
lated himself on coming of a good family. 

(4) selected from, belonging to. / gave him a 
book of mine. 

(5) showing the identity or quality of. The chair 
is (made) of wood. A bridge of steel stretched 
across the river, 

(6) The teacher took out a piece of chalk. 
I have bought a new pair of gloves. We travelled 
over a mile of rough road. The little boy wanted 
to buy a pound of biscuits. Used in such phrases 
to show measurement or amount. 

(7) among. The murder could have been com- 
mitted by any of those present at the party. 

(8) about, concerning. He spoke of the great 
inventor with much respect 

Note that of cannot be used to mean about 
after the verb to be. See also about (1). 

(3) It is kind of you to present the prizes. It was 
wicked of him to plot against the king. It was 
clever of the king to discover the plot. 

(10) having. He was a man of great determina- 
tion. Used after a noun or pronoun to form an 
adjectival phrase. Of is frequently used to show 
qualities of character and also to show ages. 
She is a girl of much ability. He was a man of 
thirty. 

(11) The island of Hong Kong is a great trading 
centre. The Isle of Capri is near Naples. You are 
now in the City of Leeds. 

off (1 ) away from. He broke a piece off the cake. 
She cut a slice off the loaf He jumped off the wall. 
Keep off the grass (= Don't walk on the grass). 

(2) less than. They are selling the radios at 
twenty per cent off the market price. 

(3) near (of ships). / saw the ship off the jetty. 
on (Don the surface of, on top of. There is a cat on 

the roof! I like that picture on the wall. 

(2) covering, in contact with a surface. She 
was wearing a wedding-ring on her third finger. 
Although the actor was dressed in a suit, he had 
sandals on his feet. 

(3) Is Sam Jones on the ship? His friends live 
on the other side of the town. Used to denote a 
general position. 

(4) / ^ going to a football match on Saturday. 
We arranged to meet on June 20th. What are 
you doing on Christmas Day? (Cf. What are you 
doing at Christmas?) Used to indicate a position 
in time, usually a day or a date. See at (2) 

(5) as soon as, immediately after. On reaching 
home, I had a bath and changed my clothes. 



(6) as a result of. On further consideration of 
your plan, I think it advisable to call for more 
assistance. 

(7) about, concerning. / was asked to give a 
talk on my research. We talked on many subjects. 

Note that on is usually interchangeable with 
about and concerning. 

(8) Who is on the jury? Are you on the com- 
mittee? (but Are you in the club?) Used chiefly 
to show membership of small or exclusive 
associations. 

(9) near to. / saw a shadow on my left. Used 
chiefly with right and left. (Note: in front of me, 
at my side, etc.) 

(10) The house is on fire, I received the book 
on loan. He acted on impulse. Used before many 
nouns. (See Chapter 3) 

onto See on to on page 8. 

opposite The shop opposite the school sells radios. 

The cinema is opposite (to) our house. 
out Out is never a preposition. When followed by 

of, the phrase means the opposite of into. See 

out of on page 8. 
outside (1) He was waiting outside the cinema. 

She was standing outside the door. 

(2) apart from, except for. He is the only person 
who knows about the plan outside the committee. 

(3) beyond. If you insist on going outside the 
law, you must expect legal penalties. 

over ( 1 ) above (without touching). A sign hung over 
the inn door. 

Over is often interchangeable with above in 
such contexts, but over has the meaning of verti- 
cally above, while above implies only higher than. 
See above (1 ). 

(2) above (touching), on the surface of. Grass 
is growing over the aerodrome. The burglar put 
a mask over his face. 

Note that above can never be substituted for 
over in these contexts. 

(3) across. He walked over the road to greet 
me. 

(4) from one side to the other of. The boys 
quickly climbed over the wall into the orchard. 

(5) superior to. A new manager has been 
appointed over us. 

(6) more than, above. Over five hundred people 
were present at the ceremony. See above (2). 

(7) about, concerning. He went to see Mr 
Jones over his son's poor examination results. 
The quarrel was over a small child. 

past ( 1 ) The soldiers marched past the church. 

(2) The poor woman is past praying for ( — we 
have given up hope). 
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(3) He is past forty I = over forty years old). 
It is now ten past two. 
round (1) rotating, so as to encircle or enclose. 
The earth goes round the sun. 

Around is not substituted for round with this 
meaning in formal English. See around. 

(2) surrounding, on ex/ery side of The enemy 
gathered round the village. 

Around and round are interchangeable in such 
contexts as above. 

(3) throughout, to ail parts of. tie went round 
the whole town asking for work. 

save except. See except. The whole class save 
Peter arrived on time. Used little in conversation. 

since (1 ) / have not seen David since 1950. He has 
been absent since last week. Used before an 
expression denoting a definite point in past time 
to show a continuous period of time extending 
from the point in the past to the present 
moment. 

(2) after. / have visited Ann only once since 
her accident The trains run less frequently since 
the introduction of the new timetable. They 
have seen the thieves several times since the 
robbery. Used before an expression denoting 
past time to show an event or events which 
happened at particular points during the period 
of time extending from the past to the present. 

Note: (i) The Simple Present or the Present 
Perfect Tense is generally used before phrases 
beginning with since. 

(ii) Since is used more frequently as an 
adverb than as a preposition, 
(iii) See for (19). 

through (1) between the parts of, from one end to 
the other of. He peered through his binoculars. 
We went through a wood to the cottage. 

(2) all of. He searched through my belongings. 

(3) because of, by means of, on- account of. 
/ met her through John. He passed the examina- 
tion through hard work. 

throughout through the whole of. Throughout his 
life, the' doctor always tried to help others. 

til! See until. 

to (1 ) / travelled by boat to Bombay last year. They 
returned to their village. The acrobat jumped to 
the ground. Used to denote a point of arrival or 
completion. Note that it is often used with this 
meaning after the verb go in such phrases as: 
go to bed, go to church, go to prison, go to sea, 
go to town, go to work, (but go to the office, go 
to the city, go to the shop, etc. ; go home) 

(2) in the direction of, towards. While on his 
way to the cinema, he met an old friend. The 
wood lies to the north of the road. 



(3) as far as. / went with the guide to the foot 
of the mountains. 

(4) until. He said he would be busy from two 
o'clock to four o'clock. 

(5) You will be late: it is already five (minutes) 
to nine. Used in telling the time to rriean before. 
See past (3). 

(6) This film is nothing to ( — \r\ comparison 
with) the one / saw yesterday. The chances of 
success are a hundred to one. The ratio is four 
to nine. Used often to show a comparison or 
ratio, (but: The gradient of this hill is mostly one 
in five.) 

(7) Stand shoulder to shoulder There was 
much hand-to-hand fighting in the streets. I 
would like to meet that villain face to face and 
tell him exactly what I think of him. Used in 
such expressions to express closeness involving 
a certain opposition or competition. 

(8) To my utter astonishment, he laughed 
when he heard the news. The small boy did not 
appear frightened, much to the dismay of his 
kidnappers. Used frequently before nouns express- 
ing emotion to denote the result or effect of an 
action on another person. 

(9) Give it to him. Her father brought the 
basket to her Add it to the bill. Used to introduce 
an indirect object. Note that the sentence pattern 
consists of: Subj. +Verb -h Direct Obi. + Prep. 
+ Ind. Obj. e.g. Her father brought the basket to 
her. 

Many of these patterns can be changed to: 
Subj. + Verb + Ind. Obj. H- Direct Obj. e.g. Give 
him it. Her father brought her the basket 

However, certain verbs will not permit of such 
a change: Add it to the bill. Join the end to this 
piece. 

(10) To is also used as a particle marking the 
infinitive (i) after certain verbs, (ii) in infinitive 
phrases, and (iii) to denote purpose. The stranger 
suddenly began to sing. 'To be or not to be, that 
is the question, " / went home to find my book. 

Note that to in these cases is not a preposition 
but a particle. 
toward(s) (1) in the direction of, to. The 
wounded man crawled Towards the door Towards 
is preferable to to, if the idea of moving in the 
direction of is stressed. 

(2) in relation to, with regard to. / felt a lot of 
gratitude towards my host 

(3) for the purpose of. You should save as much 
money as possible towards your coming holiday. 

id) near, just before. We are now coming 
towards the end of the cave. They left the 
party towards midnight. 
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Note: toward is sometimes used in poetry, and 
even in conversation, instead of towards. 
under (1) lower than, vertically below, beneath. 
There was a black spot under his left eye. We 
sheltered under the big tree. 

Under and beneath are often interchangeable; 
below, however, is not always interchangeable, 
for it means merely lower than, while under sug- 
gests vertically below. Compare the following 
two sentences: He hid under the table (— under- 
neath the table). He hid below the table { — lower 
than the top of the table.) Antonym = (?»/er. See 
below (1). 

Note that under and beneath are often used 
figuratively, while below cannot be used in this 
way. He became ill under the heavy burden of 
work. The slaves cried out under the oppression. 

(2) below (the surface of}. The stranger had a 
gun under his cloak. 

(3) less than. This car cost under £5GG. Under 
a quarter of the members attended the meeting. 

(4) inferior to. At least ten boys were under 
John in the results of the test. 

(5) subject to. His father could not agree to 
Bill working under such conditions. This road is 
under repair 

(6) -sheltered by. / was no longer frightened 
because I was under the protection of my big 
brother We stood under the wall while the stones 
flew overhead. 

(7) in the reign of. Sir Francis Drake lived 
under Queen Elizabeth L 
underneath (1) There is a blot underneath the first 
line on that page. We were standing underneath 
an old arch. 

(2) He was wearing a thick vest underneath 
his shirt. 

Underneath is frequently interchangeable with 
under, beneath, and below. 
until (till) (1 ) up to the time of. The children stayed 
awake till midnight. I shall be absent tillJanuary. 

(2; before. Until his accident, he had always 
been strong and healthy. 

Till is generally used before a single word or a 
phrase ; until is more common at the beginning 
of a sentence. 
unto Archaic and literary. (No longer used in 
modern English.) Unto has the same meanings as 
to except as a particle marking the infinitive. See 
to. 
up The brave fireman quickly climbed up the ladder 
and rescued the old woman. Once up the moun- 
tain, the climbers found the air cool and fresh. 
upon Upon/On our arrival, the natives began to 
sing and dance. The lecture wi/l be upon/on the 



effects of the radio satellite. But: / hope to see 
him on (not upon) Saturday. 

This preposition is a compound of up and on, 
and may be used instead of on in all cases, ex- 
cept when on denotes a position in time. How- 
ever, on is much more commonly used, especially 
in colloquial English. See on. 
with (1) by means of. He sharpened his pencil 
with a small knife. / cannot write with this pen. 
He was struck with a blunt instrument. 

With denotes the instrument with which the 
action is done: by can sometimes be substituted 
for with in contexts containing the Passive Voice. 
By. however, cannot be interchanged with with 
in other contexts (as in the first two examples 
above). See by (1). 

(2) having. / bought the chair with the broken 
leg. He felt unhappy until he met a man with no 
money at alL I saw the man with the scar on his 
face. He spoke with a foreign accent. She was 
talking to the lady with the large basket. 

With is used to form phrases showing posses- 
sion or certain characteristics. It is used in rela- 
tion to people to show physical features and to 
denote anything which is carried (e.g. a basket). 
See In (7). 

(3) in the possession of. You may leave your 
case with the porter. 

(4) on the side of. The Americans fought with 
the English against the Germans. Are you with 
me or against me? 

(5) against. Why do you wish to quarrel with 
me? It's no good trying to compete with those 
who have so much more experience than you. 

(6) in the company of, among. / am going to 
England with my sister She is playing on the 
lawn with her friends. 

(7) regarding, concerning. Some teachers are 
very good with young children. What does he 
want with you? 

(8) because of. She laughed with joy. 

(3) in spite of. With all your faults, I still like 
you. 

( 1 0) With certain people, truth appears to be 
no longer important. 

(11) at the same time as. The old man gets up 
every morning with the sun. 

(12) in proportion to. The petrol consumption 
usually increases with the age of a car. 

(13) The sick man climbed the steps with 
great difficulty. He witnessed the ceremony with 
considerable pride. With a grinding of brakes the 
train came to a halt. Used in many similar 
adverbial phrases showing manner. 

(14) Off with his head! ( = Cut off his head) 
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Away with you! {^Go away) Down with all 
traitors! (=Let all traitors be punished) Used 
immediately after adverbial particles in impera- 
tives like the above. See Appendix VII. 
within (1) inside or in (a place). No sound came 
from within the big house. 

Within is not often used now with this mean- 
ing : in or inside can be substituted for within. 

(2) inside (a period of time). You must pay me 
back within one month. 

(3) not beyond. A man should a/ways try to 
live within his means. We are now within sight of 
the airport. 

without (1) not having, lacking in, free from. The 



poor man went without food and shelter for 
several days. I can't pay my bili as I am without 
money. He came without delay. The boy climbed 
the cliff without any fear. 

(2) alone, not in company with. Mr Joy boy is 
going on holiday without his wife, 

(3) so as not to. Can you close the door with- 
out waking the baby? Used before other 
gerunds In similar contexts. 

(4) outside, beyond. 

There is a green hill far away 

Without a city wall 

(C. F. Alexander) 
Rarely used now, and never in speech. 



There are also a number of compound prepositions which are common in English and which have the 
force of a single preposition. 



along with together with, in company with. He 

went on the dangerous journey along with his 

two friends. 
but for Sut for the doctor's skill, he would have 

died. 

To decide when to use but and when to use 

but for. see except on page 3. 
down to The water is now down to the level of 

the bridge. 
except for The road was deserted except for a 

few cars. 

To decide when to use except and when to 

use except for, see except on page 3. 
from abdVe, etc. A voice was heard from above 

the house. A man emerged from beneath the 

lorry. Most of the children came from near the 

school. 

From may precede many other prepositions, 
into See into on page 4. 
near by/near to The wood is near by/near to the 

school. 
on to The thief climbed on to the roof The thief 

climbed onto the roof 

Both the above sentences are correct for this 

compound preposition may be written either as 

two separate words or as one word in many 

cases, though onto is becoming rare. However, 

on to must be written as two words when Or-? is 



part of a phrasal verb (i.e. an adverbial particle). 

The travellers agreed to carry on to Australia. 
opposite to Do you see the man standing opposite 

to the teacher? (Opposite, however is more 

usual.) 
out of (1) expresses a m.ovement outwards. The 

man came out of the hotel. (Antonym = into) 

(2) outside, beyond. London Airport is a few 
miles out of London. 

(3) on account of. because of. He fell in love 
with her out of pity. 

(4) a part of. The juggler caught the balls nine 
times out of ten. 

(5) not in. The car is out of action. My radio 
set is out of order 

over against near by, adjacent to. The cupboard is 

over against the window. 
over and above besides. The employer promised 

his men an increase in wages over and above 

the granting of shorter hours. 
round about approximately (reinforcing the Idea of 

about). He earns round about £20 a week. 
save for It is a good book save for the last chapter. 
To decide when to use save and when to use 

save for, see except on page 3. 
upon See upon on page 7. 
up to as far as. During the floods the water came 

up to the bottom of the window. 



Certain other words combine with a preposition to form a phrase which is equivalent to a single 
preposition. Here are some common ones; prepositional phrases containing three or more words are 
given in Chapter 2. 



according to (1) in a similar manner to. in agree- 
ment with. Do this problem according to the 



way you have been shown. He acted according 
to my instructions. 
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(2) on the authority of. According to the doctor, 
Mr Smith has beer) ill for a fang time. 

apart from besides. What do you study apart from 
English ? 

as for so far as it concerns, regarding. As for the 
thief I am sure that he will soon be caught. 
See for (6). 

as from The guarantee will cease to be operative 
as from 24th April 1962. Used mainly in formal 
letters. 

as to regarding. / have no doubts as to your son's 
ability, 

because of owing to, on account of. Because of 
his poor health, he could not work in a tropical 
country. 

due to Due to is not a prepositional phrase because 
due is an adjective and must be linked to the 
noun or pronoun it qualifies. Due to should not 
be used to introduce an adverbial phrase of 
reason: "Due to the fog, the train was late." 
(The train was not "due to the fog".) 

Use due to: (a) after a noun or pronoun to 
introduce an adjectival construction: Heavy rain, 
due to the south-west monsoon, is on the way. 
(b) as a complement of a verb, usually the 
verb to be: His absence was due to his iHness. 

Other constructions to express the same mean- 
ing require owing to: Owing to his illness, he was 



absent. Owing to the south-west monsoon, it 
will soon start raining heavily. See owing to. 

It is often possible to substitute because of or 
on account of when in doubt about whether to 
use due to or owing to. 

The misuse of due to may have serious con- 
sequences when it causes 3mbigu!^/: "I could 
not attend the meeting, due to preparations to 
go abroad." (Was the meeting held as a result of 
my preparations to go abroad or could I not 
attend on account of my preparations to go 
abroad?) 

Instead of in place of. He went to the meeting 
instead of his employer. 

next to The hotel is next to the church. 

owing to because of. This is an ordinary pre- 
positional phrase in its usage. Unlike due to, it 
requires no noun or pronoun to precede it and It 
is often used at the beginning of a sentence. See 
due to. Owing to the floods, several train services 
have been suspended. 

previous to before. What was your job previous to 
your accident? 

prior to before. Prior to his return, he wrote to 
everyone about his recent marriage. 

together with (1) in the company of. / went to 
Rome together with my students. 

(2) as well as. He gave me some paints 
together with an easel. 



A small number of present participles can be used also as prepositions, but they are not preceded by a 
noun, pronoun, or auxiliary verb. They are called participial prepositions. 



barring He should return at five o'clock, barring an 
accident. 

concerning Concerning the lectures, few students 
think it is advisable to attend. Not used in speech. 

considering / think you were treated unfairly, 
considering everything you did. 

excepting Everyone, not excepting the pilot, 
survived the crash. 

notwithstanding Notwithstanding his unpopu- 
larity, the brave man faced the violent crowd. 



More characteristic of written than spoken style. 
pending The case has been adjourned pending 

further inquiries. In formal letters and reports. 
regarding Regarding your application, I am pleased 

to inform you that you have been successful. 

Very formal written style. Business jargon. 
respecting Respecting the accident, the police 

wish to contact a ten-year-old boy who was 

passing by on a bicycle. Very formal written 

style. Business jargon. 



Many prepositions are also used as adverbs. A few examples of prepositions and adverbs are given. 



Prepositions Mary wore a brooch on her dress. I 
will meet you on Wednesday. The fireman sprang 
up the ladder. Seeing Mr Jones getting in through 
the window, the policeman jumped to the wrong 
conclusion. John saw his friends at school every 
day. Your pen is under your desk. We all looked 
through the window at the heavy rain. The little 
boy pulled the handle a^the door. 



Adverbs The night wore on, and still he could not 
sleep. My dog jumped up when he saw me. The 
evening passed off without any further Incident. 
Look up and tell me Vvhat you see. The gun went 
off in his hand. When he saw his old friend, he 
came over (i.e. he crossed the room). No one 
knew why the frightened man held back. The 
prisoner screamed out. 



10 Common Prepositions 

Position of Prepositions and Adverbial Particles 

(i) A preposition is usually placed before the noun or pronoun concerned. Often the preposition follows 
immediately after the verb, as may be seen from most of the examples in Chapter 5. You must abide by 
the rules. The king departed from the airport. We ail went into the room. He eventually retired from 
business. The performer trembled with emotion. 

(ii) If the verb takes a direct object, the preposition follows the direct object and immediately precedes 
the noun or pronoun which it governs. He asked me for the book. He borrowed a lot of money from me. 
He compared Smith to a wild animal. The officer excused the sergeant from duty. The headmaster 
presented a book to the boy. 

[Wi) Adverbial particles' are placed immediately after the verb when the sentence contains no direct 
object. You must try to bear up even though you feel sad. Suddenly the whole barrel blew up. 'Tall out/' 
shouted the sergeant. The enemy garrison gave in just before midnight. The meeting has been put off. 

(iv) When a sentence contains a direct object (other than a pronoun), the adverbial particle may follow 
either (a) immediately after the verb: He carried on his business. The enemy blew up the bridge. The firemen 
soon nut out the fire: or (b) immediately after the direct object (especially when the direct object is a noun 
or a short noun phrase, and the verb and particle are separable) : The firemen soon put the fire out. They 
soon put it out. ^ The villagers beat them off. The enemy blew the bridge up. 

The phrasal verbs which conform to Pattern iv are marked by the letter S in Chapter 4, denoting that 
the adverbial particle may be separated from the verb by the direct object. Further information on word 
order is given at the beginning of Section II in Chapter 4 and also in the individual entries in Chapter 4. 

Stress 

Note the stress in the following phrase patterns, i/) denotes a rising stress and (N a falling stress. 

let ^off a person, let a person ""off. let him \)ff (excuse) 

tidy ^up a room, tidy a room ^up, tidy it ^up 

turn /down a request, turn a request ""down, turn it "^down (reject) 

Prepositions do not generally receive stress. Sometimes the verb may be stressed: 

Let's ^ walk to his house. 

The verb usually receives a falling stress at the end of a phrase or sentence: 

What are you ""waiting for? 

This is the road we "^turned down. (Cf. This is the plan we turned ""down) 

Colloquial and Slang 

The markings "Colloquial" and "Slang" are often rather arbitrary in the following chapters, as so many 
new prepositional phrases, phrasal verbs, and other verbal collocations have recently been formed, rendering 
it difficult to determine sometimes what is acceptable English and what is not. Furthermore, what Is slang 
today may well be accepted tomorrow. 

^ Adverbial particles are special kinds of adverbs, most of which have the same form and meaning as their corresponding 
prepositions. Many are, in fact, prepositions used as adverbs, but they are (inked to the verbs preceding them instead of to 
the nouns that follow them. (See Chapter 4) 
'Note that if the verb and particle are separable, the pronoun must usually be placed immediately after the verb. 



2 Prepositional Phrases 



Preposition (+ Article) + Noun + Preposition 

The equivalent given to explain the meaning of a phrase can sometimes be used to replace the phrase 
itself in the example given and in similar contexts. The student, however, must be careful about the sub- 
stitution of a synonym for a prepositional phrase, for often the synonym may not be interchangeable in 
other contexts. Even in those cases where it is interchangeable, care must be exercised to ensure that the 
sentence pattern is altered where necessary: for example, an infinitive may have to be changed to a gerund, 
or vice versa. 



accompaniment, to the —- of He played his violin 

to the accompaniment of the piano. 
accordance, in — with He completed the form in 

accordance with all the rules, 
account, on — of because of. He could not go out 

on account of the typhoon. 
ace, within an — of nearly, almost. He was within 

an see of winning the first prize. 
acknowledgement in — of The firm gave him a 

gold watch in acknowledgement of his services. 
addition. In — to as well as, besides. He has to 

pay rates in addition to the rent. 
agreement, in — with The teachers were in agree- 
ment with the head on the subject of increasing 

homework. 
aid, in — of The concert is given in aid of the 

blind. 
answer, in — to He wrote a letter in answer to 

the advertisement. 
anticipation, in — of He stood up in anticipation of 

further questions. 
attendance, in — on The new doctor is in attend- 
ance on the sick child. 
auspices, under the — of through the influence or 

help of, under the patronage of. The concert was 

given under the auspices of the Y.M.C.A. 
awe, in — of The small boy stood in awe of the 

headmaster. 
basis, on the — of You must judge the essays on 

the basis of originality. 
behalf, on (or in) — of on the part of. / would like 

to thank the speaker on behalf of all the members 

of the society. 
benefit, for the — of This home has been built for 

the benefit of old people. 
best, to the — of as far as possible. To the best of 

my knowledge, he did very well in his previous 

job. 
bottom, Bt the — of the real cause of, responsible 

for. Who is at the bottom of this complaint? 
bounds, within the — of It is within the bounds of 



possibility that the escaped prisoner has already 

left the country. 
brink, on the — of The firm was on the brink of 

disaster. 
case, in — of in the event of. In case of difficulty, 

please dial this number. 
case, in the — of as regards. Your dismissal was 

unfair: in the case of Jones, he deserved it. 
centre, at (or in) the — of His office is in the centre 

of London. 
chance, on the — of hoping (but not expecting). 

We -decided to come on the chance of your still 

being at home. 
charge, in — of in authority over. The major is now 

in charge of the company. 
collision, in — with The bus was in collision with 

a lorry. 
combination, in —with Luck in combination with 

hard work helped him to succeed. 
command, in — of Who is now in command of 

the army? 
command, under the — of The army is under the 

command of General Johnson. 
common, in — with in the same way as. Which 

other student wrote on the wrong subject in 

common with Brown? 
company, in the — of You must learn not to be 

shy in the company of strangers. 
company, in — with The guide returned in com- 
pany with several children. 
comparison, in — with The blue curtains seem 

very bright in comparison with the dull grey wall. 
compensation, in— for The town council gave 

him a large cheque in compensation for the 

damage they had done to his house. 
compliance, in — with according to. He acted in 

compliance with the instructions he had received. 
compliments, with the — of / received a copy of 

the magazine with the compliments of the editor. 
conclusion, at the — of At the conclusion of the 

ceremony, the audience rose to cheer the mayor. 
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condition, on — that if, provided that. He attended 

the meeting on condition that he be allowed to 

speak, 
conflict, in — with That angry young man always 

seems to be in conflict with authority. 
conjunction, in — with together with. You must 

work in conjunction with .Mr Green. 
connection, in — with He interviewed me in con- 
nection with the proposed new school. 
consequence. In — of as a result of. In con- 
sequence of the large number absent, we had 

to postpone the meeting. 
consideration, in — of in return for, on account of. 

The management should soon promote the clerk 

in consideration of all his services. 
contact, in — \A^ith Have you been in contact with 

Mr Cheong recently? 
contrast in — with In contrast with your certainty 

of failure, our expectation is that we shall 

Succeed. 
control, in — of A signalman is in control of the 

railway points. 
corner, at the ~ of / will meet you at the corner of 

that street. 
cost, at the — of at the expense of (\os\ng). At the 

cost of a few pounds, I bought an old car 
course., in (the) — of Did you ever go to Tibet in 

the course of your travels? 
courtesy, by — of by favour of, with the per- 
mission of. The film-star appeared in the play by 

courtesy of the film organisation. 
cover, under (the) — of (1) hidden by, protected 

by. We made our escape under cover of dark- 
ness. 

(2) under the pretence of. The rogue made a 

fortune under the cover of collecting money for 

charity. 
custody., in the— of in the care of (usually 

parental). The child was in the custody of the 

father at the time of the accident. 
danger in — of The old bridge is in danger of 

collapsing. 
dark, in the — about ignorant of. We were all in 

the dark about our leader's intentions. 
default, in — of if such a thing is lacking. You 

must produce your identity card, in default of 

which you will be fined. 
defence, in — of People will often fight tenaciously 

in defence of their .ng.hts. 
defiance, in — of The villagers remained at home 

in defiance of the evacuation order. 
detriment, to the — of Your laziness was noted to 

the detriment of your reputation. 
detriment, without — to You cannot study so long 

without detriment to your health. 



dint, by — of by means of. He passed the test by 

dint of sheer hard work 
direction, in the — of The escaped prisoner ran in 

the direction of the wood. 
doubt, in — of (about) The workman was still in 

doubt of his position at the end of the interview. 
elbows, up to one's — in busily occupied with, 

busily engaged in. He is up to his elbows in mark- 
ing all the test papers. 
employ, in the — of Nobody suspected him of 

being in the employ of a foreign power. 
end, at the — of The hero fell in love with the 

princess at the end of the story. 
eve, on the — of just before. King Henry V visited 

his soldiers in disguise on the eve of the battle. 
event, in the — of If a certain event should happen. 

The old man asked his sons to stay at the farm in 

the event of his death. 
exception, with the — of except. The whole foot- 
ball team wore blue and white shirts with the 

exception of the goal-keeper. 
excess, in — of "You have £20 in excess of your 

foreign touring allowance, " declared the customs 

officer. 
exchange, in — for The boy gave his friend a small 

camera in exchange for the watch. 
excuse, in — of There is nothing to say in excuse 

of his cruelty. 
expectation, in — of The traveller waited in 

expectation of something terrible. 
expense, at the — of at the cost of. He works very 

quickly,, sometimes at the expense of accuracy. 
eye, with an — to with a view to. intending. He 

bought the old house with an eye to making it 

into a hotel. 
eyes, in the — of regarded by. In the eyes of the 

Church, marriage is a solemn and divine institu- 
tion. 
eyes, up to the — in busily occupied with, busily 

engaged in. / shall be up to the eyes in work until 

the examinations are over. 
face, in (the) — of despite. Why do you insist on 

going to Malaya in the face of such opposition 

from your family? 
face, on the — of (it) from appearances. On the 

face of it, the proposal seems quite genuine. 
favour, in — of in support of, on the side of. Who 

is in favour of taking a holiday in August? 
favour, in — with liked by. There came a time 

when Oscar Wilde was no longer in favour with 

society. 
favour, out of — with not liked any more by. He is 

not in a position to help you now: he is out of 

favour with the manager 
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fear, for — of lest. The old man did not travel by 

air for fear of having a heart-attack. 
fear, in — of During the frequent attacks by air 

they went in fear of their lives. 
foot, at the — of He lives at the foot of this 

mountain. 
force, by — of by means of. Mr Ironwill achieved 

his aim by force of sheer determination. 
form, in the — of l-le wrote his autobiography in 

the form of a play. 
front, at the — of The engine is generally at the 

front of a British-made car. 
front, in — of Suddenly I recognised the girl who 

was standing in front of me in the queue. 
good, for the — of Water-rationing is an unpopular 

measure: however^. it is designed for the good of 

everyone in countries where there is little rainfall. 
grace, by the — of All the shipwrecked sailors 

were saved by the grace of God. 
ground(s), on the — of by reason of, because of. 

The youth was rejected by the Air Force on the 

grounds of ill- health. 
guise, in (or under) the — of under the assumed 

appearance of, under the pretence of. He gained 

admission to the conference in the guise of a 

newspaper reporter. 
habit, in the = of / am in the habit of taking a walk 

every morning before breakfast. 
hands, in the — of in the care of, under the con- 
trol of. / have already applied for the post; my 

fate is now in the hands of the board of manage- 
ment 
head, at the — of in charge of, leading. The captain 

rode into the town at the head of his corrrpany. 
hearing, in the — of Don't mention Joan's name 

in the hearing of Mr Forbes; he is still furious 

with her. 
help, by {or with) the — of We managed to repair 

the engine with the help of the electrician. 
home, at — with (or in) familiar with. Einstein was 

at home with all questions of relativity. 
honour, in — of Everyone was given a holiday in 

honour of the space pilot's great achievement. 
hope, in (or with) the — of The millionaire went to 

Rangoon in the hope of meeting his son once 

again. 
hurry. In a — for The young man was in a hurry 

for his next lecture. 
intention, with the — of He attended evening 

school with the intention of learning more English. 
interest(s), in the — of to the advantage of. It is 

in the interests of the firm to allow their 

apprentices to attend the technical college two 

days a week. 



journey, on a — to The monk set off on a journey 

to a distant monastery. 
joy, to the — of causing joy to. To the /ay of all the 

people a son was born. 
justice. In — to in order to be just to. In justice to 

the Town Council it should be recorded that they 

were acting without full knowledge of the facts 

in arriving at that disastrous decision. 
keeping, in ~ with suitable to, appropriate to. The 

director of the firm was given a house in keeping 

with his high position. 
keeping, out of — with unsuitable to, inappropriate 

to. Jazz music is entirely out of keeping with this 

solemn occasion. 
kindness. In— to; kindness, out of — to The lady 

acted only out of kindness to her friends. 
knowledge, without the — of AH went on the 

picnic without the knowledge of his anxious 

parents. 
lack, for — of For lack of money he had to give up 

his study of painting. 
league, in — with The innocent-looking stranger 

was in league with the thieves all the time. 
lee, under the — of Under the lee of the hill there 

is a cottage. 
leeward, to (or on) the — of on the sheltered side 

of. The small boat anchored to the leeward of the 

island. 
left, on (or to) the — of A bearded man was sitting 

on the left of the policeman. 
level, on a — with (1 > in the same horizontal plane 

as. The house is on a level with the windmill. 

(2) equal with. The proud lady considered her- 
self on a level with the duchess. 
lieu, in — of instead of. / received a pen from my 

father in lieu of the watch he had promised. 
light, by the — of by the guidance of. Not all prob- 
lems are to be solved by the light of pure reason. 
light in the — of because of the knowledge given 

by. The man was condemned in the light of the 

evidence that the prisoners gave. 
line, in — for due for The workmen were in line 

for a rise in pay. 
lines, on the — of in a similar manner to. The 

publisher asked the distinguished author to write 

another book on the lines of his first one. 
loss, at a — for The girl was so surprised that she 

was at a loss for words. 
love, for (the) — of for the sake of. He volunteered 

for this dangerous task for the love of adventure. 
love, in — with The prince said he was in love with 

the farmer's daughter. 
maner, in the — of as regards. In the matter of 

advertising and sales promotion, this firm seems 

to lack ideas. 
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means, by — of She passed the examination by 

means of hard work, 
memory, in — of The villagers built a monument 

in memory of those who had been killed in the 

war, 
mercy, at the— of in the (unscrupulous) power of. 

The shipwrecked sailors found themselves at the 

mercy of the pirates. 
middle, in the — of ( 1 ) Your dog is in the middle of 

the field. 

(2) while, during. Don't interrupt me in the 

middle of watching the film. 
midst, in the — of amongst. The brave man stood 

in the midst of the angry crowd. 
mistake, in — for The stranger ran up and greeted 

me warmly in mistake for his old school-friend. 
mood, in no — for disinclined to. The exhausted 

traveller was in no mood for joking. 
mood, in the — for inclined to. Are you in the 

mood for da.ncing tonight? 
name, by {or under) the — of called. A boy by the 

name of Johnson came last night 
name, in the — of invoking. Please spare the con- 
demned man s life in the name of humanity. 
nature, by the — of General Lee was alarmed by 

the nature of the reports which he received. 
necessity, under the — of William is under the 

necessity of attending the lecture, as it was he 

who asked the visitor to come and talk. 
need, in — of / have been working very hard and 

am in need of a holiday. 
neighbourhood, in the — of (1) Tom's friend lives 

in the neighbourhood of the cinema. 

(2) about. The bill for the car was in the 

neighbourhood of a thousand dollars. 
obedience, in — to He stayed at home in 

obedience to his father's wishes. 
occasion, on the — of The old couple gave a party 

on the occasion of their silver wedding anni- 
versary. 
oneself, beside — with without control of oneself 

(through extreme emotion). The king was beside 

himself with rage when he heard of the knight's 

treachery. 
opinion, in the — of In the opinion of the jury there 

is insufficient evidence to convict the defendant. 
opposition, in — to The villagers signed a petition 

in opposition to plans for building factories there. 
order, by — of according to the command of. The 

thief was sent to jail by order of the magistrate. 
order, in — of arranged according to order of (size, 

merit, quality, etc.). The distinguished guests sat 

at the long table in order of seniority. 
orders, under (the) — of commanded by. The 

' Note : to go by the name of = to be called. 



police are acting under the orders of the new 

commissioner. 
pain, on {or under) — of under threat of. The out- 
law was barred from entering the district on pain 

of death. 
par, on a — with equal with. My research is not on 

a par with yours. 
part, on the — of There was complete agreement 

on the part of .Mr Jones. 
patience, out of — with The manager was out of 

patience with his unreliable secretary. 
pay, in the— of employed by. / suspect him of 

being in the pay of a certain organisation. 
payment in — for He gave me a few 'coins in 

payment for all my services. 
peace, at — with (1) not fighting against. England 

is now at peace with Germany. 

(2) in a state of harmony or quiet. The troubled 

businessman forgot his worries during his holiday 

in the country and soon felt at peace with his 

surroundings. 
peril, in — of in danger of. The shipwrecked sailors 

were often in peril of their lives. 
person, in the — of / was most surprised when the 

doctor entered in the person of Thomas Jones, 

my old school-friend. 
pity, out of — for Some people say that Susan 

married David out of pity for his lameness. 
place, in — of instead of. The teacher gave me a 

new exercise book in place of the old one I had 

just completed. 
point, at the — of (1) The bank clerk opened the 

safe at the point of a gun. 

(2) near. He is extremely ill and is almost at 

the point of death. 
point, on the — of about to. He was on the point 

of surrendering when he was caught. 
position, in a — of He is in a position of authority. 
possession, in — of possessing, having in one's 

possession. Are you in possession of all the facts 

of the case ? 
possession, in the — of possessed by, held by. 

The book is now in the possession of King's 

College. 
praise, in — of The poet wrote a sonnet in praise 

of the lady's beauty. 
presence, in the — of The actors are going to 

perform in the presence of the Emperor 
pretence, on (or under) the — of; pretext, on the 

— of pretending, using as an excuse. She asked 

for a day's leave on the pretence of wanting to 

visit her sister in hospital, but I knew this was not 

the true reason. 
prime, in the — of in the best part of. The soldier 
The boy goes by the name of John Smith. 
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was in the prime of manhood when he was 

wounded. 
process, in (the) — of in the course of. The new 

station is in process of being built. 
proof, in — of proving. He told the whole story in 

proof of his loyalty to his country. 
proportion, in — to related to (in size, quantity. 

amount, etc.). The teacher told his class that their 

success was in proportion to the work they had 

done. 
proportion, out of — to (or with) unreiated to (in 

size, quantity, annount, etc.). The head in the por- 
trait seems to be out of proportion to the body. 
protection, under the — of The little boy was 

placed under the protection of the king's soldiers. 
purpose, for the — of in order to. The investigation 

was made for the purpose of finding out what 

really went wrong. 
pursuit, in — of He went to Paris in pursuit of 

pleasure. 
quest, in — of to seek. The party set off in quest of 

the lost helicopter 
range, in the — of about. The cost was in the 

range of £100. 
rate, at the — of The train must have been going at 

the rate of seventy miles an hour. 
ratio, in the — of Boys who leave in the fifth form 

are in the ratio of 2 to 3 who stay on. 
readiness, in — for The boxer was holding hi.mself 

in readiness for the challenge match. 
rear, at (or in) the — of behind. There was a cloud 

of dust at the rear of the caravan. 
reason, by — of because of. He succeeds by reason 

of his sheer determination. 
receipt, on — of The anxious man ordered a taxi on 

receipt of the urgent letter from the hospital. 
recognition, in — of The gallant pilot was awarded 

a medal in recognition of his bravery. 
recourse, without — to without having to use. 

Without recourse to translation, the foreigner 

succeeded in conveying the meaning of his words 

to the class. 
reference, with (or in) — to regarding. With refer- 
ence to your letter, I wish to inform you that I am 

leaving soon. (Commercial jargon) 
reference, without — to regardless of. The em- 
ployer dismissed his servant without reference to 

her loyal service. 
regard, out of — for because of respect for. Out of 

regard for his wife's feelings, he did not criticise 

her new hat. 
regard, with (or in) — to regarding. Did he tell you 

anything with regard to your future prospects? 
region, in the — of (1) in the district of. The old 

peasant lives in the region of the Himalayas. 



(2) about. The entire house costs in the region 

of £5.000. 
reign, in (or under) the — of Shakespeare lived in 

the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. 
relation, in — to regarding, about / wanted to see 

the sales manager in relation to some advertise- 
ments. 
remainder, for the — of The poet lived in Italy for 

the remainder of his life. 
remembrance, in — of The mayor built a memorial 

in remembrance of all those who had lost their 

lives in the war. 
respect, in — of (or to) with regard to, for. Pro- 
fessor Wisehead praised one of his students in 

respect of his scholarly research. 
respects out of — for because of respect for. / 

attended the ceremony out of respect for the 

bride's father, who was my close friend for many 

years, 
respect, with — to concerning. Vvith respect to 

your application, you are invited for an interview, 

(Jargon) 
response, in — to The public gave generously in 

response to the social worker's appeal. 
rest, for the — of The old statesman worked on his 

farm for the rest of his life. 
return. In — for / did not have enough money to 

buy the electric train from Peter, so I gave him 

my camera in return for it. 
revenge, in — for He confessed that he had killed 

the man in revenge for his brother's death. 
right, on (or to) the — of ^4 policeman was sitting 

on the right of the bearded man. 
risk, at the — of He jumped into the river to save 

the child at the risk of his own life: he could have 

been drowned. 
role, in the — of In the role of Shylock he always 

acts very well. 
rule, under the — of Shakespeare lived most of 

his life under the rule of Queen Elizabeth I. 
sake, for the — of Tom ignored Lee's rudeness for 

the sake of their long friendship. 
satisfaction, to the — of The candidate answered 

the questions to the satisfaction of the examiners. 
search, in — of The student went to South America 

in search of adventure. 
security, in — for as a guarantee for. The bank 

manager asked the businessman for his share 

certificates in security for the loan. 
shape., in the — of The witch next appeared in the 

shape of a toad. Good luck in the shape of a 

winning raffle ticket came to me. 
side, by the — of beside. The church is by the side 

of the river 
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side, on the — of Belgium fought on the side of 
France in the war. 

sight, at the — of The girl fainted at the sight of 
blood pouring from the wound. 

sight, in — of near enough so as to be able to see. 
The small boat eventually came in sight of land. 

sight, in the — of in the view of. He was guilty in 
the sight of the law. 

sight out of — of too far away to be visible. We 
soon passed out of sight of the shore. 

scunci, within — of ''Were you within sound of the 
house when the accident happened?" the detec- 
tive asked. 

speed, at a — of The car was soon travelling at a 
speed of over fifty miles an hour. 

spite. In — of notwithstanding. Many people are 
likely to come in spite of the bad weather. 

steps, in the — of (following) after. Jack is follow- 
ing in the steps of his elder brother; he, too, 
intends to become a doctor. 

store, in — for (1 ) saved for. The shop-keeper kept 
some special cheese in store for Mr Peterson. 

(2) destined for, No one knows what fate has in 
store for us. 

strength, on the — of relying on. He obtained a 
high post in the business on the strength of his 
promise to advance a large sum of money. 

succession, in — to The prince is next in succes- 
sion to the throne. 

support, in — of May I give an example in support 
of my argument? 

surprise, to the — of To the surprise of all his 

teachers, he passed the examination in spite of 

his laziness. 
sympathy, in — - with The dockers went on strike in 

sympathy with the lorry drivers. 
teeth, in the — of in spite of, regardless of. The 

young man stuck to his principles in the teeth of 

great opposition. 
terms. In — of The President said he was not think- 
ing about a few people: he was speaking in terms 

of the whole human race. 
terms, on good — with friendly with. He is on 

good terms with his employer. 
thick, in the — of in the middle of The brave man's 

friends agreed that he could always be found in 

the thick of the fighting. 
thought, at the (very) — of The explorers trembled 

with excitement at the thought of discovering the 

lost city. 

threshold, on the— of at the beginning of. We are 

on the threshold of a new age. 
throes. In the — of struggling with. / was in the 

throes of studying algebra when you came in. 



time, at the — of Mr White was in France on busi- 
ness at the time of his wife's death. 
time, in — for Unless you hurry, we shall not be in 

trme for the chairman's speech. 
time, in — of during. That priest has always been 

helpful in time of trouble. 
token, in — of as a sign of. The directors of the firm 

presented the accountant with a gold watch in 

token of their appreciation of his services. 
top, at the — of The boy in the water was shouting 

for help at the top of his voice. 
top, on (the) — of ( 1 ) / saw a man standing on the 

top of that house. 

(2) in addition to. They had to do extra work on 

top of all their homework. 
touch, in— with in contact with. Old school- 
friends should always try to keep in touch with 

one another. 
touch, out of — with not having contact with. / 

have been out of touch with modern techniques 

of piano playing since I left the academy. 
track, on the — of in pursuit of. The police are at 

fast on the track of the blackmailer and hope to 

make an arrest very soon. 
tune, in — with (1) / find it hard to keep in tune 

with the rest of the choir. 

(2) in agreement with. The other members 

were in tune with the committee over the pro- 
posal. 
tune, to the — of at the (exorbitant) cost of. You 

will have to spend money to the tune of £1 ,GGO 

to get the sort of car you want. 
variance, at — with in disagreement with. The 

newcomer found himself at variance with the 

mayor over the subject of rates. 
verge, on the — of near close to. Dr Hill said that 

the young woman was on the verge of a nervous 

breakdown. 
view, in — of ( 1 ) visible from. The house is in view 

of the main road. 

(2) considering. In view of the designer's suc- 
cess, the firm decided to promote him to the 

board of directors. 
view, with a — to for the purpose of. Mr Dobson 

bought the land with a view to building houses 

on it. 
virtue, by — of on the grounds of, because of. This 

candidate was given the job by virtue of his great 

experience. 
visit, on a — to She has gone on a visit to her 

aunt's. 
wake, in the — of behind. One misfortune often 

follows in the wake of another. 
want, for {or from) — of through lack of. The 
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metal has gone rusty for want of a fresh coat of 

paint 
want, in — of in need of. He appeared to be in 

want of a proper suitcase. 
war, at — with At that time England was at war 

with France. 

watch, on the — for watching for. The police are 
on the watch for motorists who ignore traffic 
lights. 

way, fay — of ( 1 ) via. His uncle travelled from fyew 
York to Paris by way of London, 

(2) as a substitute for, as a token of. My old 
enemy held out his hand by way of apology. 



(3) for the purpose of. / ask these questions by 
way of finding out the true circumstances of the 
accident. 

(4) in the form of. / should like to say a few 
words by way of introduction. 

way, in the — of obstructing. The stationary car 
was in the way of the oncoming traffic. 

way, on one's (or the) — to going towards. When 
I was on my way to school this morning, I saw a 
huge bird with a snake in its beak. 

wiii, against the — of Rationing is sometimes im- 
posed against the will of the people. 

work, at — (up)on engaged on. The poet was at 
work on a ballad when the visitors arrived. 



3 Nouns Preceded by Prepositions 



Preposition (-h Article) + Noun 



Many of these phrases are equivalent to an adverb and modify a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. In certain 
instances, an adverb may be substituted for the phrase; e.g. iriumphantly for in tnumph. The equivalent 
given to explain the meaning can sometimes be used to replace the phrase in the example given and in 
similar contexts. The student, however, must be careful about the substitution of a synonym for a noun 
preceded by a preposition, for often the synonym may not be interchangeable in other contexts. Even in 
those cases where it is interchangeable, care must be exercised to ensure that the sentence structure is 
altered where necessary: for example, an infinitive may have to be changed to a gerund, or vice versa. 
With such explanations as whenever one pleases (for at will) and in one's opinion (for to one's mind), it 
should be clearly understood that one or one's must be replaced in any context by the correct form of the 
appropriate pronoun or possessive adjective. 

Most of the phrases included in this chapter are fixed: neither the preposition nor the noun may be 
altered in any way at all. If an indefinite or a definite article is included in the phrase, this must also 
remain unchanged. 

If a phrase cannot be found in this chapter it may have been included in Chapter 2, especially if the 
noun is followed by a preposition commonly associated with the phrase. For example, in addition is often 
followed by to and is. therefore, found as in addition to in Chapter 2. 



abeyance, in waiting until a decision is made. The 

problem of where he is to live is in abeyance 

until the We/fare Officer returns. 
above, from There was a loud scream from above. 

(Above is here used as a noun.) 
abstract in the in theory. His plans appeared very 

sound in the abstract, but would they really work? 
accent, with an pronouncing one's words in the 

manner of a certain district or class. The man 

from Scotland spoke with an accent. 
accident, by by chance, unintentionally. I met him 

by accident in town. 
accord, of one's own freely, willingly. He came 

here of his own accord. 
accord, with one unanimously. They decided with 

one accord to return to work. 
account of no of no importance. Don't worry; the 

mistake is of no account. 
account on as part of the payment. Take this 

money on account; I will pay the rest next week. 
account on no under no circumstances. On no 

account will I buy it for you. (Note the inversion 

of the verb.) 
account, on one's because of someone. / don't 

want to lose my job on your account. 
account, on one's own for one's own purposes. 

He is going to Australia on his own account and 

not on his company's business. 
account, on that for that reason. He is lazy and, on 

that account, he is useless to us. 
acquaintance, on first On first acquaintance he 



seemed shy and modest, but later he was very 

talkative. 
advance, in beforehand. / shall pay for this radio in 

advance. 
advantage,, to in a favourable light. The old castle 

is seen to advantage at sunset. 
adversity, in during hard times. Friendship is very 

important to those in adversity. 
advice, on someone's On his advice I decided to 

resign. 
aeroplane, by We came here by aeroplane. 
afar, from Many people came from afar to catch 

a glimpse of the king. (Archaic) 
affirmative, in the yes. (Journalese) He answered 

in the affirmative. Used mainly in Indirect Speech. 
afternoon, in the He came to my house in the 

afternoon. 
age, from — to age from one generation to 

another. Ideals often change from age to age. 
age. of having reached a certain age recognised by 

law as one of maturity and independence, 

[Usually 18 or 21.) She was able to marry when 

she came of age. 
age, over older than the prescribed maximum age, 

too old. The tall youth tried to pay half fare, but 

the conductor told him he was over age. 
age, under younger than the prescribed minimum 

age, too young. You should not smoke yet; you 

are under age! 
ages, for for a long time. / haven't seen you for 

ages. Vv'here have you been? 
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agenda, on the on a list of items of business to be 
discussed at a nneeting. The proposal for a recrea- 
tion club was first on the agenda. 

agony, in The wounded soldier roiled over in 
agony. 

air, by We travelled to Europe by air. 

air, in the (1) uncertain. There is nothing definite ; 
the whole plan is still in the air. 

(2) rumoured. Victory was in the air. 

(3) spreading. A feeling of excitement was in 
the air. 

air, on (or over) the over the wireless, on the radio, 

/ heard him on the air last night. 
alert, on the prepared, ready, on the look-out. The 

sentry remained on the alert after being previously 

caught sleeping, 
all, above more important than anything else. 

Remember to write to me; above all, take good 

care of yourself. 
all, after nevertheless, in spite of everything. They 

did win; so you were right after all. 
al!, at in any way, in any degree. There is no need 

to worry at all. 
alt, first of First of all, you must wash your hands 

before you begin to cook, 
all, for — that whatever may have been said. For 

all that he is a good student. 
all, for good and for ever, finally. / want to leave 

this terrible house for good and all. 
all, in referring to a total number. He paid five 

dollars for the wood, one dollar for the glue, and 

two dollars for the paint. In all, it cost him eight 

dollars. 
all, not at a polite consent to a question asking a 

favour, etc. "Do you mind if I come?" asked 

John. ''Nat at all!" laughed Lee. 
all, once and for for the very last time. 

(Threatening) Once and for all, be quietl 
ambush, in The robbers waited in ambush and 

sprang out on the unsuspecting travellers. 
anchor, at Many ships were lying at anchor in the 

large harbour. 
anger, in To act in anger is not wise: we should do 

nothing before cooling down. 
appearances, to (or from) alt as far as can be 

seen. To all appearances, he is a trustworthy 

person. 
approval, on without immediate payment until 

approved. / took the radio on approval. 
arm in arm with arms linked. They walked down 

the lane arm in arm, 
arms, in being carried about. Fifty years ago I was 

only a babe in arms. 
arms, under (or in) equipped, ready to fight. The 

entire district was soon under arms. 



arms, up in rebelling. The peasants are up in arms. 
arms, with open cordially, in a very friendly way. 

My wife's family received me with open arms. 
arrears, in behindhand in paying. The landlady 

asked the lodger to leave because he was in 

arrears with the rent 
arrest, under A policeman came along and placed 

the drunkard under arrest 
ashes, in ,A fire broke out and soon the whole 

building was in ashes. 
asking, for the The car is yours for the asking. 
attention, at (or to) smartly erect without moving. 

The officer ordered the men to stand at attention 

for the whole of the ceremony. 
authority, rn Those in authority here ought to 

improve the traffic situation, 
authority, on (or with) one's "They entered the 

shop on my authority. " said the manager 
autumn, in (the) The weather in Europe becomes 

cooler in autumn. 
avail, of no; avail, to little; avail, without unsuc- 

cessfuldy), of little use. The lawyer appealed 

against the sentence, but it was of no avail. 
average, on the (or an) He sells on an average 

twenty cars a week. 
backbone, to the thoroughly, through and through. 

He is a revolutionary to the backbone. 
background, in the There is a hill in the back- 
ground of the picture. She is very shy, and so 

always keeps in the background. 
bag. In the certain, as good as already possessed. 

(Colloquial) John will win the scholarship; it's in 

the bag. 
bail, on This phrase refers to the payment of a sum 

of money as a security for a person vvho is 

accused of a crime and who is thus allowed to 

go free until his trial. The suspect was released 

on bail. 
balance, in the undecided. Your fate is in the 

balance; the Jury have not yet reached an agree- 
ment 
balance, on taking everything into consideration. 

On balance, we made a small profit 
bargain, into the in addition, besides. He gave me 

the machine and also lots of tools into the 

bargain. 
bat, off one's own without any outside help, un- 
aided. He devised and put the scheme into 

practice off his own bat 
bay, at The stranger held the dogs at bay with his 

stick until the landlord calmed them. 
bed, in / was in bed when he called. 
bed, to The boy undressed and went to bed, 
beginning, at (or in) the At the beginning, only 

seven students attended the evening class. 
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behaviour, on one's best The little boy was on his 

best behaviour at the party, 
belief, beyond incredible. A trip to the moor) was 

beyond belief fifty years ago. 
belt below the unfairly. You hit him below the 

belt when you made that cruel re marie. 
bench, on the be (made) a magistrate or a judge. 

Mr E, T. Brown sits on the bench and is a 

prominent citizen. 
best, at even in the best or most hopeful circum- 
stances. You have ruined our plan! At best, we 

can build only one bridge now, 
best, for the for the ultimate good. Everything may 

turn out for the best. 
best, with the as well as anyone else. He can 

speak and debate with the best, 
better, for the The weather appears to have 

changed for the better and now the sun is 

shining. 
black, in The widow was dressed in black. 
black. In — and white clear, printed. You can see 

the account in black and white, if you buy a 

paper. 
blaze, in a The factory went up in a blaze,* He 

shouted at me in a blaze of anger. 
blood, in cold deliberately, calmly. He thought a 

lot about getting rid of his brother and eventually 

killed him in cold blood. 
blood, in hot in anger. He threw down the price- 
less antique in hot blood. 
blood, in one's a family characteristic, a part of 

one's nature. The circus is in Ann's blood: her 

father was a lion-tamer and her grandfather an 

acrobat. 
bloom, in It is spring, and the daffodils are now 

in bloom. 
blossom, in Even the trees are in blossom. 
blue, out of the unexpectedly. The news of his 

promotion came out of the blue. 
board, above in the open, openly. Nobody could 

accuse him of dishonesty ; all his actions were 

above board. 
board, on aboard. The passengers are already on 

board, and the ship will sail soon. 
boat, by He arrived by boat. 
boat, in the same In similar circumstances. Don't 

worry about being unemployed; I'm in the same 

boat 
body, in a all together. The workers marched in a 

body through the town. 
boil, at (or to) the Bring the liquid to the boil 

before adding salt. 
bondage, in in slavery, without freedom. The 

feudal lord owned all the land: the peasants lived 

in bondage throughout their lives. 



bone, to the to the inmost part, through and 
through. He went out for a walk in the snow 
without his overcoat, and when he returned he 
was chilled to the bone. 

book, by the according to all the accepted pro- 
cedures. The captain always goes by the book 
when planning his attacks (= plans them rather 
unimaginatively). 

books, in one's bad (or black) in disfavour. You 
must work hard if you don't want to stay in the 
teacher's bad books. 

books, in one's good in favour. That teacher is in 
The principars good books: she can never do any- 
thing wrong. 

books, on one's a customer of, included in a list 
of members or subscribers, etc. He's well known 
in that shop— he's been on their books for many 
years. 

boot, to as well, also. / not only won the cup; I 
was given a book-token to boot. 

bounds, out of beyond the official limits (laid down 
by some authority). The village is now out of 
bounds to all schoolboys, 

bounds, within inside the official limits (laid down 
by some authority). The shop over there is still 
within bounds. 

bow, on the on the front part of a boat or a ship. 
A light appeared on the bow of our ship. 

brain, on the over-enthusiasm about, craziness 
about. He has cricket on the brain, and talks and 
reads about nothing else. 

breadth, in broad. The swimming-pool is twenty 
feet in breadth. 

break, without a without stopping (for a rest, etc.). 
They have worked for five hours without a break. 

breath, in one without stopping for breath. He read 
the whole sentence to us in one breath. 

breath, in the same at the same time (but in 
apparent contradiction of oneself). The head- 
master advised the boys not to smoke, and in the 
same breath confessed that he himself smoked 
heavily. 

breath, out of panting. The messenger was out of 
breath after having run so far 

breath, under (or below) one's in a low whisper. 
Sir James cursed the tyrant under his breath. 

breath, with bated restraining the breath (from 
some deep feeling). Vve all listened with bated 
breath to the scout's astounding report. 

breath, with one's last to the end. He spoke 
fondly of his wife with his last breath. 

brief, in to put the matter in a few words (after a 
longer account). In brief he was so furious that 
he killed his friend. 

biid, in All the trees are now in bud. 



behaviour/clouds 21 



bulk, in (1) loose (not in boxes, etc.). The cargo is 

being delivered in bulk. 

(2) in large quantities. A wholesaler always 

buys his goods in bulk. 
bus, by Do you travel to school by bus? 
business, in He is no longer teaching but is now in 

business. 
business, on My partner has gone to Australia on 

business. 
camera, in in a judge's private room (not in court). 

The entire case was heard in camera. 
canvas, on The picture was painted on canvas, not 

on wood. 
canvas, under (1) under sail. The boat is now 

under canvas. 

(2) in tents. The company will live under canvas 

for several weeks. 
car, by We travelled across America by car 
cards, on the likely, possible. His promotion is 

now on the cards. 
care, in (or under) one's The child is now under 

her care. 
care, with Handle this parcel with care: it contains 

something breakable. 
carpet, on the (1) The children made a mark on the 

carpet. 

(2) under discussion. The new export scheme 
is on the carpet 

(3) being reprimanded. (Colloquial) If you do 
not improve, you will find yourself on the carpet. 

case, in if it should happen that, r 11 give you a key 

in case you get back first 
case, in any in any event, whatever may happen. 

In any case, I do not want to go to the meeting. 
case, in that under those circumstances. You now 

tell me that you do not wish to go. In that case I 

shall cross out your name. 
cases, in most generally. In most cases weather 

forecasts are now quite accurate. 
cash., in in money (as opposed to payment by 

cheque or by instalments). / will pay you a 

hundred dollars in cash for the machine. 
cash, out of without any money. The poor boy 

found himself out of cash and could not pay the 

bill. 
ceremony, without off-hand(edly). roughly. They 

were bundled out without ceremony as soon as 

they tried to force their way in. 
certain, for / cannot say for certain where she is. 
chair, in the acting as chairman. At last night's 

meeting the mayor was in the chair. 
chalk, by a long by far. Money is not the most 

important thing in fife by a long chalk. 
chance, by accidentally, without prior purpose. / 

met Lee by chance yesterday. 



change, for a You always go to the cinema. Why 

don't you go to the theatre for a change? 
character, in appropriate to one's character. Such 

generosity on John's part was entirely in 

character. 
character, out of inappropriate to one's character. 

He couldn't possibly have done such a cruel 

thing: it's out of character. He's usually so kind 

and gentle. 
charity, in (or out of) He gave the money out of 

charity. 
cheap, on the cheaply. / bought that old vase 

from a friend on the cheap. 
check, in under control. He can't always manage 

to keep his temper in check. 
chest, off one's rid one's mind of something. 

(Slang) Tell me the whole story and get it off 

your chest 
chief, in most of all. / ignored my former friend for 

many reasons, and this one in chief: he had 

betrayed me. 
child, from a From a child, he always showed 

great interest in music. 
childhood, in In childhood, we all had the precious 

gift of imagination. 
choice, at at one's pleasure. The class was able to 

do the project at choice. 
choice, for ( 1 ) by preference. For choice, I should 

take this book if I were you. 

(2) if one must choose. I don't like either man, 

but, for choice, I should select Brown. 
chorus, in (singing or speaking) together. The 

crowd of actors spoke in chorus. 
church, at (or in) Most of the villagers are now at 

church. 
church, to He goes to church every Sunday 

morning. 
circumstances, in (or under) the In the circum- 
stances, I think it advisable for you not to attend. 
circumstances, under (or in) any .' will not play 

such a trick on him under any circumstances. 
circumstances, under (or in) no Under no circum- 
stances must you go to see this film. 
class, in Your son is now in class and cannot see 

you until the lesson has finished. 
clear, in not in code. A message was sent to the 

commander-in-chief in clear. 
clock, round the all day and all night. (Colloquial) 

He worked round the clock until the essay was 

finished. 
cloud, under a in disfavour. The unfortunate 

employee has been under a cloud since he 

damaged his machine. 
clouds, in the day-dreaming. That student seems 

to be continually in the clouds. 
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clover, in (living) in ease, in luxury. Because of his 
success, his family is now in clover. 

clutches., in one's in one's power. She is in her 
aunt's clutches and cannot do what she wants. 

clutches, out of one's (escape) from another's 
power. When Ann was twenty-one, she decided 
to get out of her aunt's clutches. 

code, in The message was very important and was 
therefore sent in code. 

colour in The film is in colour, not black-and- 
white. 

colour, off unwell. You look off colour this 
morning. 

colourSi in one's true as one really Is. / am glad 
the police caught him red-handed; now you can 
see the rogue in his true colours. 

colours, with flying with great success. He passed 
his examination with flying colours. 

comfort, in She won enough money to live the 
rest of her life in comfort 

command, at one's He has a large vocabulary at 
his command. 

command, by one's We are here by command of 
the king. 

common, in in joint use, shared by all. (Used of 
objects, characteristics, etc.) / cannot under- 
stand why they are such good friends: they have 
little in common. 

common, out of the unusual. This painter's tech- 
nique is definitely out of the common, 

company, in She always acts charmingly in com- 
pany. 

compare, without (or beyond) without equal. 
Shakespeare's tragedies are without compare. 

comparison, by I never cared for Brown; Jameson 
is a much more efficient clerk by comparison. 

compulsion, under (or upon) / acted only under 
compulsion and not of my own free will when I 
signed that statement. 

conclusion, in "In conclusion. I should like to 
thank all who have helped me, " said the author. 

condition, in (good) Everything in the house is in 
good condition. 

condition, on (or under) any under any circum- 
stances. / shall be happy to come on any condition. 

condition, on (or under) no under no circum- 
stances. On no condition will I agree to your 
outrageous proposal. 

condition, on one / will agree to your plan on one 
condition: that you divide The profit equally. 

condition., out of in bad condition. I'd been 
smoking a lot and I couldn't run very fast. I was 
very much out of condition for the big race. 

confidence, in in private, as a secret. / gave you 
this information in confidence. 



confidence, in(to) one's allow to know one's 
private affairs. He took me into his confidence 
and told me all about his life. 

conscience, in all surely. (Colloquial) In all con- 
science you must attend your so.n's first concert. 

conscience, on one's feeling guilty about (a 
matter). Theresa's lover could not forget his 
crime: it remained on his conscience. 

consent, with one unanimously. They returned 
home with one consent as soon as it began to 
ram 

consequence, of important. The matter is one of 
consequence to us all: be very careful. 

consequence, of no unimportant. A man of no 
consequence nevertheless has his feelings. 

consideration, for (one's) / shall submit the manu- 
script to a publisher for consideration. 

consideration, for a for a rev^'ard, for a fee. etc. 
He gives anyone extra tuition for a consideration. 

consideration, on (or under) no under no circum- 
stances. On no consideration will I accept such a 
miserable offer. (Note the inversion of the verb.) 

consideration, under being considered. Your plan 
is still under consideration. 

contract, under The film star was under contract 
to an American company for five years, 

contrary, on the Do you think they won't be 
pleased to see you? On the contrary, you'll be 
very welcome. 

contrary, to the Although you swear you are 
innocent, we have evidence to the contrary. 

control, under Please keep your dog under control 
and don't let him run all over the place. 

controversy, beyond (or without) Your statement 
is beyond controversy: it's a plain statement of 
fact. 

convenience, at one's You may mark these essays 
at your convenience. 

cost, at at the initial price. We managed to buy all 
the goods at cost. 

cost, to one's to one's loss. He learnt to his cost 
that crime does not nay. 

costs, at all; cost, at any at any price, regard- 
less of difficulties. We must recover the stolen 
secrets at all costs. 

country, in(to) the We are going into the country 
for a few days. 

country, up in the bush, far from civilisation. The 
bushmen live up country, a long way from any 
town. 

course, in due eventually. You will be promoted in 
due course, but not during the next year. 

course, of certainly Of course.. I shall come 

cover, under They suddenly dived under cover as 
their pursuers came in sight. 
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credit, on without immediate payment. She bought 

the dress on credit. 
crisis, in a She always comes to my help in a crisis, 
crook, by hook or by by any means (honest or dis- 
honest). By hook or by crook,. I will make them 

appoint me to that post. 
crop, in being cultivated. (Usually used of cereals.) 

Barley is now in crop. 
crop, out of not being cultivated, (usually used of 

cereals.) Rice is out of crop at this time of the 

year, 
danger, in The president's life will be in danger 

if he insists on visiting that country ; many people 

there want to kill him. 
danger, out of The patient is now out of danger 

and should recover quickly. 
dark, after The anxious father warned his daughter 

not to stay out after dark. 
dark, before She had to return home each evening 

before dark. 
dark, in the (1 ) She is afraid of being left alone in 

the dark. 

(2) ignorant (of a matter, etc.). Why did you 

keep me in the dark? I should have been informed 

of your plans. 
date, out of obsolete. Your ideas on colonialism 

are now out of date. 
date, up to according to the latest fashions and 

requirements. T.he old lady is still very up to date 

in her choice of clothes. 
dawn, at The birds began to sing at dawn. 
day after day continually, daily. Day after day he 

worked on the model. 
day, by It is wiser to travel by day. 
day by day every day, daily. He keeps an account 

of his expenditure day by day. 
day, from — to day You should live your life from 

day to day: do not meditate on the past or the 

future. 
day, to a exactly. It's two years to a day since we 

parted. 
day, to this up to now. / have never seen him again 

to this day. 
daybreak, at He got up at daybreak in order to 

arrive at his destination on time. 
days, in those We used to go on picnics together 

in those days. 
daytime, in the Cats sleep in the daytime and go 

out at night 
daze, in a He said so many strange things that we 

were left in a daze. 
death, in at the (1) (present) at the kill. The hunts- 
man were in at the death when the hounds 

caught the fox. 

(2) (present) at the conclusion. He insists on 



. being in at the death and watching the demolition 

of the old bridge. 
death, to the until someone is killed (i.e. a bitter 

struggle). It is now a fight to the death between 

the two knights. 
debt, in If you're careful with your money, you'll 

never be in debt 
debt, in one's / shall always be in your debt 

because you saved my life. 
debt, out of Tim's father had to get him out of 

debt 
deck, on Well go on deck when the sea is calmer. 
defensive, on the You must be prepared to be on 

the defensive at the meeting : I know that several 

people will attack you. 
degrees, by gradually. By degrees they became 

very good friends. 
degree, to a (or some) to a certain extent. He is 

right to some degree in thinking that the strike 

was the major cause of the economic crisis. 
delay, without immediately, at once. He came 

without delay when I sent for him. 
demand, in needed, wanted. Skilled craftsmen are 

in demand in every country. 
demand, on The rent is payable on demand. 
deposit, on / have already put down five pounds 

on deposit for a television set 
depth, out of one's (1 ) in water which is too deep. 

The little boy got out of his depth while swimming 

and screamed for help. 

(2) on a task which is too difficult. The speaker 

seemed to be out of his depth and could not 

answer all the questions put to him. 
detail, in The witness described the scene in detail. 
detention, in The soldier was put in detention for 

being absent without leave. 
dialect, in The play was spoken in dialect. 
dialogue, in Many pages of the novel were written 

in dialogue. 
diet on a ./ have been advised to go on a diet in 

order to reduce my weight. 
difficulty, in; difficulties, in If you are ever in 

difficulty, ask for my help. 
difficulty, with (some) The handwriting was very 

bad, and I read the letter with some difficulty. 
difficulty, without He succeeded in answering all 

the examiner's questions without difficulty. 
dinner, at / hope to see you at dinner this evening. 
direction, in every; directions, in all People were 

running about in all directions. 
disadvantage, at a He found himself at a dis- 
advantage when boxing against an opponent 

much taller than himself 
discount, st a He sold the piano to me at a 

discount of 10%. 
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discussion, under being discussed. The subject of 

family planning was still under discussion when I 

returned. 
disfavour in Because of his housing policy, the 

prime minister is now in disfavour with the people. 
disgrace. In Tom is in disgrace for not having 

done his homework. 
disguise, in The detective entered the criminals' 

headquarters in disguise. 
disposal, at one's My wealthy uncle put his car at 

my disposal. 
dispute, beyond (or past, or without) The truth of 

your argument is beyond dispute. 
dispute, in Jack's right to inherit his late uncle's 

title is in dispute. 
disrepair, in in poor condition. The old house is 

empty and in disrepair. 
distance, from (or at) a from far away. It was 

easier to take a photograph of the big ship from 

a distance. 
distance, in the far away. / saw a small figure run- 
ning away in the distance. 
distraction, to to the degree of madness. Hamlet 

loved Ophelia to distraction. 
distress, in The life-saver went to the rescue of the 

two swimmers in distress. 
dock, in The ships involved in the collision are now 

in dock for repair 
dole, on the drawing unenrsployment pay. (Col- 
loquial) The poor man has been on the dole for 

six months. 
doors, out of outside, in the open air (Antonynn 

= indoors or within doors) It's such a beautiful 

day that we simply must spend it out of doors. 
dot, off one's crazy, half-witted. (Slang) Dont take 

any notice of Barnaby; he's off his dot. 
dot, on the very punctuat(ly). (Slang) My friend 

kept his appointment on the dot, 
double, at the quickly, running. The sergeant- 
major told the soldiers to report to their officer at 

the double. 
doubt, in uncertain. You should always ask the 

teacher when in doubt. 
doubt, without certainly. Without doubt, he is the 

fastest runner today. 
dozen, by the It is often cheaper to buy articles by 

the dozen than singly. 
dress, in evening Everyone attended the ball in 

evening dress. 
dress, in fancy Are you going to the party in fancy 

dress ? 
dry, in the out of the wet. Come under the porch in 

the dry until it stops raining. 
dunrips, {down} in the in low spirits, depressed. 



(Colloquial) He has been down in the dumps ever 

since he quarrelled with his old friends. 
duress, under by connpulsion, by force, by threats. 

He answered the questions of the police only 

under duress. 
dusk, at The birds stopped singing at dusk. 
duty, off Policemen may drink beer or wine only 

when they are off duty. 
duty, on A soldier must always be alert when he is 

on duty. 
ear, by without reading music. He can play the 

piano by ear. 
earnest, in Don't think I'm joking; I am in earnest. 
earth, down to matter-of-fact, realistic. Stop talk- 
ing about your future successes; let's get down to 

earth 
earth, on ever. (Colloquial) Why on earth did you 

refuse to marry Mr Moneybags? 
ease, at (1) in a relaxed position. The sergeant 

ordered his men to stand at ease. 

(2) She was a charming hostess and put all her 

guests at ease. 
ease, with Jones, being a brilliant student passed 

his examinations with ease. 
ecstasy, in The young girl was in ecstasy when she 

saw her new dress. 
edge, on nervous, tense. The candidates were all 

on edge when the man came out to announce the 

results of the examination. 
effect, for to create a good impression. What he 

said, he said for effect and not because he meant 

it 
effect, in Although he looked fairly well he was, in 

effect a very sick man. 
effect, without useless(ly). He pleaded with the 

director to reinstate his son but without effect. 
elbow, at one's near by. Why did you ask the 

servant to bring you the newspaper? It's at your 

elbow. 
elbows, out at (the) shabby, poorly dressed. He 

looked out at the elbows when he first arrived in 

the city without a penny, 
election, by Jones was made president of the club 

by election. 
element in one's In desirable or natural surround- 
ings, etc. Johnny is in his element when he is 

playing with these old bicycles. 
element, out of one's in undesirable or unnatural 

surroundings, etc. A shy young man is likely to be 

out of his element at a big cocktail party. 
emergency., in an /'// give you my telephone num- 
ber in case you should need me in an emergency. 
end, at a loose unoccupied, with nothing to do. 

During the long holiday, the student found him- 
self at a loose end. 
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end, in the finally. The lovers met regularly fcr 

seven years; in the end, they got married. 
end, on (1 ) continuously. The boy stayed at home 

to study for days on end Just before his examina 

tion. 

(2) upright. Stand the table on end and then 

you may be able to move it through the door. 
end, to no without any effect. He tried to convince 

the examiners of his competence, but to no end. 
end, to the He was smiling and gay to the end. 
end, without His worries seemed without end, so 

he tried to commit suicide. 
error, by (or in) In error, I put the letter in the wrong 

envelope. 
esteem, in The young man obviously held his 

ancestors in (great) esteem. 
evening, in the The energetic old man usually goes 

for a long walk in the evening. 
event, in any; events, at all in any case, whatever 

happens. / may not return tonight; but in any 

event, don't call the police. 
ever, for eternally. The young poet swore he would 

love the lady for ever. 
evidence, in (1) conspicuous. The young couple's 

happiness was very much in evidence at the 

engagement party. 

(2) A number of the accused's letters were 

produced in evidence. 
exanrsple, for He is wrong in many respects. For 

example, his figures for the July estimates are 

inaccurate. 
exception, without Everybody without exception 

volunteered to donate a pint of blood to the 

hospital. 
excess, to (or in) Drinking to excess has a bad 

effect on one's health 
existence, in There are no longer any birds of this 

species in existence: the species died out fifty 

years ago. 
expectation, beyond (or contrary to) Such rapid 

promotion seemed beyond expectation to the 

young lieutenant. 
experience, from (or by) Young children have to 

learn by experience that fire burns, A miner can 

tell from experience when a shaft is dangerous. 
express, by The children travelled by express to 

London. 
extent, to a great (etc.) to a large degree. The 

careless watchman was responsible for the fire 

to a great extent. 
extent, to some (or a certain) partly, to some 

degree. / think the man was wrong in his advice 

to some extent. 
extreme. In the extremely. It was cold in the ex- 
treme when we arrived on the moors. 



eyes, before (or under) one's very publicly, in 

one's presence. All the plotting and scheming 

went on under the king's very eyes. 
face to face (with) confronted (with). We sud- 
denly came face to face with a flock of sheep on 

rounding a bend in the road. 
face, to one's direct, openly. He even insulted his 

old aunt to her face, 
fact, in; fact in point of; fact, as a matter of 

actually. / cannot walk as I have broken my leg. 

In fact, I don't think I shall ever be able to walk 

again. 
fail, without for certain. / promise to be here at 

nine o'clock without fail. 
faith, in good without any attempt at deceit. The 

man insisted that he had no idea the car was 

damaged and that he had sold it to me in good 

faith. 
far, by Tom is by far the best student in the class. 
fashion, after a; fashion. In a somehow (but not 

very well). My friend made a suit for me after a 

fashion. 
fashion, in Long dresses are now in fashion again. 
fashion, out of Short dresses have gone out of 

fashion. 
fault, at wrong, to blame. The witness said at the 

inquiry that the driver of the bus was at fault. 
fault, to a excessively, too. The old lady is 

generous with her money to a faun: she has given 

away most of her fortune. 
fear, in He ran away in fear as the bull came 

towards him. 
fear, without The brave youth approached the bull 

without fear 
fettle, in fine in good condition. / feel in fine fettle 

now that I have had a swim. 
field, in one's own in one's own subject, in one's 

own department of study. He is an expert in his 

own field of mathematics. 
field, in the in actual practice. We had been taught 

a lot of educational theory, which we now had to 

apply in the field. 
file, in (single) one by one, behind one another. 

The explorers entered the thick jungle in single 

file. 

finish, in at the We stayed up all night watching 

the race because we wanted to be in at the finish. 
fire, on burning. Help/ My house is on fire/ 
fire, under being shot at. The soldiers suddenly 

found themselves under fire on all sides, 
first, at At first, the new clerk did not like the fob, 

but he overcame his dislike later. 
first, from the From the first I knew that he was 

not a man to be trusted. 
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fits, by— and starts spasmodically. The engine 

runs by fits and starts, 
fix, in a in a difficult situation. (Colloquial) He 

found himself in a fix as a result of missing the 

last bus, 
flames, in burning. The oil lamp was knocked over 

and soon the whole room vv3s in flames. 
flash, in a I saw a cruel look on the man's face; 

in a flash it had gone. 
flesh, in the in physical form, alive. / actually saw 

the famous actor in the flesh. 
flight in (1) flying. One of the engines kept mis- 
firing while the aeroplane was still in flight. 

(2) retreating. The enemy army is now in 

flight: we have won the battle! 
flower, in blooming. The shrubs I planted last year 

are now in flower. 
flutter, in a tense with excitement, nerv'ous. Mary 

was in a flutter when her first guests arrived a 

little before she was ready for them. 
focus, in distinct, sharp, clear. In your photograph 

the man's face is in focus but the rest /s blurred, 
focus, out of indistinct, blurred. Everything in the 

photograph except the man's face was out of 

focus. 
foot, by This sewing-machine is worked by foot. 
foot, on walking. Our guests arrived on foot 
force, by A country should not try to gain superiority 

over its neighbour by force. 
force, in in large numbers. The police arrived in 

force on the scene of the riots. 
form, in (or on) fit. at one's best. He is in form 

today and should win the race. 
form, off (or out of) unfit, not at one's best. He 

refuses to compete today as he is off form. 
fortune, by good By good fortune he managed to 

pass the driving test; there was not much traffic 

on the road that day. 
fours, on all crawling, The children were on all 

fours^ pretending to be lions, 
friendship, in The two countries now exist side by 

side in friendship. 
fright, in The little girl ran away in fright when the 

tall man appeared in the doorway. 
front, in He appeared clearly in the photograph 

because he was standing in front. 
full, in Tell us the whole story in full. 
full, to the to the greatest extent. The teacher 

advised the pupils to make use of their holiday to 

the full, and not to waste time lying in bed. 
fun, for (or in) as a joke. / made the bet with Bill 

for fun; I didn't think he would take it seriously. 
fury, in a in a fit of anger. In a fury at Peter's 

insolence, Ann struck him a sudden blow. 



future, for the; future, in (the) In future, never 

forget to pay back a debt. 
gallop, at a The riders proceeded up the canyon at 

a gallop. 
gaol, in / had been in gaol for five years, and it 

was time to be released. 
gao!, to The criminal has been sent to gaol for five 

years. 
gear, in He put the car in gear and drove off. 
gear, out of The car jumped out of gear and ran 

down the hill faster and faster. 
general, in usually, generally. In general most of 

our imports are from the United States. 
glance, at a / could tell at a glance that he was no 

ordinary farmer 
go, on the active. (Colloquial) .His wife is a member 

of many committees and is always on the go. 
good, for permanently, for always. / have finished 

attending the evening institute for good: I now 

want some time to spend at home with my 

family. 
good, to the in profit, to one's advantage. Such a 

transfer in your job is to the good: you will 

broaden your experience. 
good, up to no doing something mischievous. 

Why is the child so long at the shop? I think he 

is up to no good. 
goodness sake, for (An exclamation) (Colloquial) 

For goodness sake, be careful— you'll be run over! 
grace, with (a) bad reluctantly, protesting. He 

mended the puncture with a bad grace and kept 

on telling us how busy he was. 
grace, with (a) good willingly, cheerfully. He put 

down his work with a good grace and directed 

me to the market. 
graces, in one's good liked by, in one's favour. 

John worked hard at school and was soon in his 

teacher's good graces. 
grade, on the down falling, deteriorating. He has 

now lost much popularity as an actor and is on 

the down grade. 
grade, on the up rising, improving. She has made 

many popular records and is continuing on the 

up grade. 
grain, against the (1) across the fibre of apiece 

of wood. It is very hard to saw against the grain. 
(2) against one's inclination. / couldn't adopt 

such a scornful attitude towards the ignorant 

peasants: it went against the grain. 
grasp, out of (or beyond) one's outside one's 

reach. The duke soon realised that the crown was 

out of his grasp, for the king had the most 

powerful army in the country. 
grasp, within one's within one's reach. Success is 
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within your grasp now that you have reached the 

finals, 
ground, down to the completely, thoroughly. The 

guest insisted that the spare room suited him 

down to the ground. 
guard, on Two soldiers are always on guard outside 

the Presidents house. 
guard, off (one's) unprepared. He was determined 

that the cunning lawyer should not catch him off 

his guard. 
guard, on (one's) careful. The young trade-union 

leader was on his guard at the employers' dinner 
guess, at a At a guess I would say that there were 

over eighty people present. 
guess (work), by He did all the exercises by guess. 
hair, to a exactly. He told me to a hair how far it 

was from Bombay to Calcutta. 
half, in The child's mother cut the cake in half. 
hand, at near. Fortunately there was a glass of 

water at hand, and I felt much better after drink- 
ing some. 
hand, at first directly. By visiting the foreign country 

I got to know the people at first hand. 
hand, at second indirectly. / cannot say that it is 

true, for I heard the news only at second hand. 
hand, by The cloth had been made by hand, not by 

machinery. 
hand, in (1) under control. The situation is well in 

hand: the troops have already been brought in to 

restore order. 

(2) in one's possession, at one's disposal. 
After he had bought the car, the civil servant still 
had £200 in hand. 

(3) being prepared, receiving attention. Your 
plan is now in hand and will soon be put before 
the committee. 

hand in hand The lovers walked down the lane 

hand in hand. 
hand, off without reference, without preparation. 

I cannot give you the exact figures off hand. 
hand, on in one's possession, at one's disposal, 

ready. We have plenty of oil-heaters on hand to 

meet the sudden demand. 
hand, on every; hands, on ail everywhere, on all 

sides. On every hand, after the earthquake, there 

were sick and wounded people. 
hand, on (the) one; hand, on the other On the 

one hand, we may succeed; on the other hand 

our chances of fa/lure seem quite great (Used to 

contrast two points of view.) 
hand, out of out of control. The crowds got out of 

hand and broke through the police cordon. 
hand, to within reach. "Vou will find everything 

you need to hand, " said the hotel manager as he 

showed the guest the bedroom. 



hand-to-hand at close quarters. There was a lot of 

hand-to-hand fighting in the streets of the city as 

the enemy withdrew. 
hand, with a heavy oppressively. The dictator 

ruled the country with a heavy hand. 
hand, with a high arrogantly. He always treated 

his subordinates with a high hand and was, 

therefore, unpopular, 
handicap, under a Living in a poor and noisy dis- 
trict and having no place to study, she works 

under a handicap. 
hands, in good welt cared for. Your son is safe and 

well; he is in good hands. 
hands, off one's no longer one's responsibility. 

/ shall be glad to get this problem off my hands. 
hands, on one's in one's charge. We were left 

with all these refugees on our hands. 
harmony, in (1) The choir sang the folk-song in 

harmony. 

(2) in agreement. The three students lived 

together in harmony. 
harmony, out of ( 1 ) The violin and the piano played 

the entire piece out of harmony. 

(2) not in agreement in disagreement. The old 

friends quarrelled and lived together constantly 

out of harmony. 
harness, in involved in the daily routine of one's 

work. The old teacher said he had not retired 

yet; he was still in harness. 
haste, in The messenger approached the general in 

haste. 
head, off one's mad. (Slang) Don't take any notice 

of Johnson ; he's off his head. 
head, on one's own one's own responsibility. If 

there is an accident, it will be on your own 

head^you should have your brakes repaired. 
head, out of one's from one's own invention or 

imagination. He wrote the whole story out of his 

head. 
head, over one's (1 ) too difficult for one to under 

stand. The whole lecture was over their heads: 

they did not understand a word of it. 

(2) without permission from one's superior. 

The sailor went over the lieutenant's head and 

spoke to the admiral 
health, in bad The poor boy has been in bad health 

for over a year. 
health, in good The man was told that he would 

be appointed to the post if he was in good health. 
heap, in a The stolen goods were lying in a heap in 

the disused warehouse. 
hearing, out of too far away to be heard. / could 

not tell what the criminals were saying because 

they were out of hearing. 
hearing, within near enough to be heard. The 
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lovers spoke lower when they realised that they 

were withm hearing, 
heart, after one's own exactly as one tikes. He is 

brave and intelligent — a man after my own heart. 
heart, at basically. At heart, he is a very kind and 

gentle man, though he may not appear to be so 

at times. 
heart, by from memory. The pupils had to recite 

the whole poem by hear^, 
heart in in good spirits. The merry old man was in 

heart after the excellent meal. 
heart, in one's secretly. Mary kept in her heart all 

the things, she had heard. 
heart, nearest one's dearest to one. I shall always 

keep the memory of this town nearest my heart. 
heart out of dejected. The men were out of heart 

when they heard that the firm was closing. 
heart with aij one's sincerely. The rejected suitor 

wished the bride much happiness with all his 

heart. 
heart-to-heart frank. Tom's father had a heart-to- 
heart talk with his son. 
heat in angrily. He spoke in heat and did not mean 

to insult you. 
heaven, by An oath. By heaven, I shall have my 

revenge. 
heet down at (1) in poor circumstances. The 

young man is obviously unemployed and down 

at heel. 

(2) slovenly, untidy. You should pay more 

attention to the way you dress; you appear down 

at heel 
heel, to under control. With a wild kick the cruel 

master brought his dog to heel, 
heels, at (or on or upon) one's close behind. The 

thieves found the police on their heels. 
height in high. The building is almost sixty feet in 

height. 
help, of Can I be of (any) help to you? 
hiding, in The king spent many years in hiding 

during the revolution. 
high, on in heaven, etc. "God on high will surely 

protect you from your ene.mies/' said the p.n'est. 
hire, for These cars are for hire but not for sale. 
hire, on Vve took out a canoe on hire for a few 

hours. 
holiday, on The doctor is not in today; he has gone 

abroad on holiday. 
home, at (1 ) / called to see you, but you were not 

at home. 

(2) relaxed, at ease. / soon felt at home in my 
kind friend's lovely house. 

(3) familiar with. Are you quite at home with 
A ova nee d Ma thema tics ? 



honour, in one's You must attend the concert: it is 

being given in your honour 
honour, on one's under a moral obligation. He 

promised on his honour to arrive in time. 
hop, on the hurrying about. (Slang) The old man 

refuses to retire and seems to be constantly on 

the hop. 
hope, beyond (or past) You cannot reform some 

criminals: they seem to be beyond hope, and 

return to prison again and again. 
horizon, on the The ship grew smaller and smaller 

until it became a faint dot on the horizon. 
horseback, on The queen was on horseback when 

she inspected her troops. 
hospital, in Jack's friend spent six days in hospital 

with a broken leg. 
hospital, to The ambulance took the sick man to 

hospital. 
hour, on the at exactly one o'clock, two o'clock, 

etc. The town-hall clock strikes on the hour only 

and not at the quarters. 
hours, after after business or office hours. He has 

worked after hours every evening this month, and 

must have earned a lot in overtime pay. 
hours, at all at any time. Visitors used to come to 

the mysterious house at all hours, even during 

the night. 
hours, in the small the hours following midnight. 

The poet insisted that he wrote his best poems 

in the small hours. 
house, on the free. "Drinks are on the house/' 

cried the happy innkeeper 
humour, in a bad irritable. Their father is in a bad 

humour, so they dare not go home. 
humour, in a good in a happy mood. Harry decided 

to wait until his father was in a good humour 

before he showed him his poor school report. 
humour, out of irritable. It is better to keep away 

from a person who is out of humour 
hurry, in a Whenever I see her, she always appears 

to be in a hurry. 
imagination, in one's The ghost existed only in the 

child's imagination. 
impression, under the believed, had the idea. / 

was under the impression that you were still 

working in the cloth business. 
impulse, on suddenly, impulsively. She does things 

on impulse, without planning to do so or thinking 

of the consequences. 
impunity, with safe from punishment, loss, injury, 

etc. The photog.fapher was able to enter the 

closed-off area with impunity. 
increase, on the increasing. Juvenile crime has 

been on the increase in almost every part of the 

world. 
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indifference, with We cannot regard such rude 

behaviour with indifference. 
indignation, in (or with) / stared at the cruel man 

in indignation. 
infancy, in Jn infancy we all depend on our parents. 
ink, in Do this exercise in ink not in pencil. 
instance, for There are many things wrong with 

this car For instance, the doors fall off when you 

close them sharply. 
instance, in the first 'That man has broken a num- 
ber of our rules," the director said. "In the first 

instance he arrived late. Then he began to tele- 
phone his triends. " 
instance, in this (or that) in this (or that) case. The 

other boy was not punished; in this instance, he 

had a good excuse for being late. 
instant at that at that moment. The man got up to 

speak; at that instant all the lights want out! 
instant in an in a moment very soon. "Til be with 

you in an instant, " she called downstairs. 
instant on the at once. Robin entered the room 

and, on the instant, realised it was a trap. 
interest(s), in one's own It is in your own interest 

to study hard at school. 
interest of interesting. Was there anything of 

interest in the paper today? 
interest, with (^) He promised to repay his friend 

with interest in a year's time. 

(2) / swore I would pay him back with interest 

for his cruelty. 
interim, in the meanwhile. You must produce a 

visa if you wish to stay in this country; in the 

interim we shall keep your passport. 
interval, in the Refreshments will be served in the 

interval. 
intervals, at (1) here and there. At intervals along 

the road were small signs with arrows on them. 
(2) now and then. The old man kept coughing 

at intervals during the meeting. 
irons, in chained, handcuffed. The captain of the 

ship put the mutineers in irons. 
issue, at in dispute, being discussed. The matter at 

issue is the site for the new school: we are not 

discussing the staff of the school. 
it in for involved (in something unpleasant). (Col- 
loquial) As soon as I saw my father's angry face, 

I knew I was in for it. 
it, out with tell everything ! Out with it! Who is the 

man at the head of your secret organisation P 
italic(s), in in sloping type. Emphasised words or 

examples are often shown in italics. 
itself, by (1) alone, apart from its surroundings. By 

itself, this colour looks quite nice; however, it is 

such a difficult colour to match. 

(2) without help. The machine stops by itself 



itself, in alone, by its own nature. The engine in 

itself is very good but its mounting is unsatis- 
factory. 
itself, of without outside interference, by itself. 

The big door closed of itself. 
jeopardy, in in danger. The young boy put all his 

chances of promotion in Jeopardy by his bad 

behaviour 
jest, in The doctor said he was not serious; he 

spoke only in jest. 
jiffy, in a in a moment, \/ery soon. (Slang) /'// be 

ready in a jiffy. 
job, on the working. (Colloquial) He promised to 

repair the damage immediately and the next day 

two men were already on the job. 
job, out of a unemployed. (Colloquial) You're look- 
ing miserable. Are you out of a job? 
joint, out of (1) dislocated. The poor man's right 

leg was out of joint as a result of his fall. 

(2) In disorder, Hamlet cried out that the times 

were out of joint. 
joy, for The excited children jumped for joy when 

they heard where they were going on holiday. 
judgement, in one's in one's opinion. In my judge- 
ment we have needed a new road for many 

years. 
keeps, for permanently. (Slang) The girl gave her 

friend a ruby ring for keeps. 
kin, next of nearest relative. Who is the dead 

pilot's next of kin? 
kind, in in goods (not in money). The peasants 

were allowed to pay their taxes in kind. 
kind, of a similar in type. The two boys are of a 

kind; they are both equally clever 
kindness, out of She acted only out of kindness 

when she refused to inform her son of his failure. 
kitty, in the in a joint fund. (Colloquial) How much 

is there in the kitty? 
knees, on one's kneeling. The beggar spoke to 

the king on his knees. 
know, in the knowing something which is a secret 

or not generally known. (Coiioquiai) Your friend 

appears to be in the know as far as the police 

department is concerned. 
knowledge, to one's as far as one knows. To my 

knowledge, those criminals are still in prison. 
labour, in giving birth. The anxious husband smoked 

many cigarettes while his wife was in labour 
land, by ./ always feel safe when travelling by land. 
land, on The sailor never felt at home on land. 
large, at (1) free. We stayed indoors when we 

heard that a dangerous criminal was at large. 
(2) generally. It would be absurd to suggest 

that my opponent's views at large are not worthy 

of consideration. 



30 Nouns Preceded by Prepositions 



large, by and generally. By and large, the weather 

experts are right in their forecasts. 
last at (long) finally. >4f /asf, after many refusals, 

he consented to see the inventor. 
last, to the up to the end. The dying man was 

cheerful to the last, even though he suffered a 

great deal. 
latch, on the not locked (so that a door, etc., can be 

opened from the outside by moving a handle. 

etc.). Mr Robinson left the door on the latch so 

that his daughter would not awaken him on her 

return, 
late, of recently. / have not seen John of late. Has 

he been ill? 
latest, at (the) You must be here by eight o'clock 

at the latest. 
lead, in the leading, in front. Half-way round the 

track the horse called "Outsider" was in the 

lead. 
leaf, in The English countryside in spring is ver/ 

beautiful, as all the trees are in leaf 
leaps and bounds, by by sudden rapid advances. 

The child's work improved by leaps and bounds 

when he was moved to another class. 
lease, on My friend got the property on lease. 
least, at at all events. / know you don't like him; 

but at least you must be polite. 
least, at (the) / think you have won ten pounds at 

least in the lottery. 
least, in the at alt. / don't mind in the least your 

staying here. 
leave, by (or with) your (A courteous way of asking 

permission.) (Old fashioned) Sy your leave, I shall 

tell you everything that happened. 
leave, on When you come on leave we must enjoy 

ourselves. 
legs, on one's standing. / have been on my legs all 

the day and I now feel very tired, 
legs, on one's last near the end, ready to fall (or 

die). By the fifth century the Roman Empire was 

on its last legs. 
leisure, at not occupied, free. I found my old friend 

at leisure. 
leisure, at (one's) slowly, leisurely. You may do 

this work for me at (your) leisure. 
length, at eventually. At length the rain stopped, 

and we walked home through the wet streets. 
length, at arm's not friendly with. He believes in 

keeping his employees at arm's length, and is a 

difficult man to approach. 
length, at (full) lying (on the ground). / saw the 

man at full length on the floor. 
length., at (great) in detail. He described the sus- 
pect at length. 
length, in long. The table is six feat in length. 



letter, by We communicated with each other by 
letter 

letter, to the in every detail. Most boys observed 
the new school rule to the letter 

level, on the honestly. (Slang) Tell me on the level 
what you think. 

liberty, at (1 ) free. The escaped prisoner has been 
at liberty for two days now. 

(2) having permission, etc. "You are at liberty 
to print the whole story, " the policeman told the 
reporters. 

life, for The prisoner was sentenced to imprison- 
ment for life. 

life, in all one's In all my life I have never met 
such a brave man as Peter 

light, in a good favourably. The old man saw you 
in a good light 

light, in the obstructing the path of light. Would 
you move a little to one side? You're standing 
in the light and I can't see what I'm reading. 

liking, to one's '7s any of this furniture to your 
liking?" asked the salesman hopefully. 

limelight, in the in public notice, etc. He loves to 
be in the limelight and grasps every opportunity 
to make speeches. 

limits, within in moderation. The doctor said that 
the boy could take part in most exercises and 
games within limits. 

line, all along the completely. (Colloquial) He said 
that he agreed with his employer all along the 
line. 

line. In "Keep in line while you walk along the 
path," the teacher told his boys. 

line, in one's interesting or concerning one. "This 
type of art is in my line, " said the designer 

line, out of (1) Some boys got out of line and 
wandered all over the place. 

(2) contrary to orders, policy, etc. (Colloquial) 
The party expelled Smith because he fell out of 
line and expressed revolutionary ideas. 

line, out of one's not interesting one; not con- 
cerning one. The fashion-reporter told the editor 
that book reviews were out of his line. 

lines, between the the hidden meaning (usually 
implied) in a letter, etc. Although the testi- 
monial was quite good, the employer could read 
between the lines that the candidate was not too 
reliable. 

lines, on these (or those) in this manner. The 
advertiser said he wanted me to draw a picture 
on these lines. 

little, after a after a short time. After a little, he 
began to regain consciousness. 

little by little; by little and little gradually. The 
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two old enemies little by little learnt to become 

friends. 
little, for a for a short time. The sick man asked the 

nurse to stay with him for a little. 
little, in on 3 small scale. The new business even 

made a profit in little. 
loan* on / managed to get the book on loan for a 

week. 
lock and key, under securely locked, valuable 

documents are usually kept under lock and key. 
long, before soon. Before long the young orphan 

had made himself quite at home in his new sur- 
roundings. 
long, for for a long time. Will you be gone for 

long? 
look-out, on the searching. The chief manager is 

on the look-out for a good secretary. 
loose, on the in search of pleasure. (Colloquial) 

When the boat docked, many sailors entered the 

town on the loose. 
loss, at a / am at a loss to understand the reason 

for his strange action. 
lots, by by a chance procedure. The men decided 

by lots who should be the first to go to the moon. 
love, for The artist did not accept any money for 

the portrait; he said he had done it for love. 
love, in Paul cannot concentrate on his work; I 

think he is in love. 
lowest, at Iths) / said I would sell my radio for 

twenty dollars at the lowest, 
luck, down on one's beset by ill luck. The old 

tramp had seen better days and was down on 

his luck. 
luck, in lucky. The shopkeeper told me that he had 

just one copy left so I was in luck. 
luck, out of unlucky. We were out of luck: although 

we waited two hours, we never saw the eclipse. 
lunch, at The man was out at lunch when / called 

at his office. 
lunch, for Everyone had gone for lunch. 
luxury, in Rich people often live in luxury. 
machine, by The vase was not made by hand, but 

by machine. 
mail, by It is illegal to send explosives by mail. 
main, in the on the whole. / find the shop quite 

good in the main. 
make, on the trying to make money. (Slang) / 

think there must be an ulterior motive behind his 

actions; he's always on the make. 
man, to a everyone. All the sailors to a man 

wanted to turn back, but Columbus sailed on. 
man, to the last all of them, until every man was a 

casualty. The brave soldiers fought to the last 

man. 
manner, in (or after) this The pilgrims found that 



they had to leave their horses and walk. In this 

manner they came to Jerusalem. 
map, off the not shown on the map. We stumbled 

on a remote village off the map. 
map, on the shown on the map. Is this village on 

the map? 
march, on the Our army is now on the march to 

encounter the enemy. 
mark, below the below a standard. (Colloquial) 

You will have to do much better: your work is 

below the mark. 
mark, beside the irrelevant The chairman's pro- 
posal seemed to be beside the mark. 
mark, of noteworthy. No one would deny that 

Watt was an inventor of mark. 
maHc, off the The runners were off the mark in 

record time. 
mark, over the over the limit. The assistant went 

over the mark in ordering twenty tons of the 

material; the firm needs only fifteen tons. 
mark, up to the well up to a standard. Charles 

doesn't look up to the mark this morning. 
marriage, by Tom and David are related by mar- 
riage; David's wife is Tom's sister 
marriage, in Mr Jones gave his youngest daughter 

in marriage to a bank clerk. 
matter, for that as far as that is concerned^ / never 

did like him. For that matter, I don 't care for his 

friends either. 
means, by all certainly. By all means bring your 

friend to our house. 
means, by any in any possible way. The spy was 

instructed to obtain the information by any means 

he could. 
means, by no certainly not far from (the case in 

point). Is he stupid? By no means. 
meantime, in the Mr Green is not going to London 

until next week In the meantime, he is attending 

a conference at his office. 
measure, beyond very much, very great. His per- 
formance was superb beyond measure. 
measure, in a (or some) partly. His plan was suc- 
cessful in some measure. 
memory, from The little boy recited the whole 

poem from memory. 
memory, {with)ln (living) This is the worst storm 

here within living memory. 
mend, on the improving (usually in health). The 

doctor told the sick patient that he was definitely 

on the mend and could get up soon. 
mercy, without The tyrant was withou-t mercy and 

had all the men in the village executed. 
midnight, at 77?^ party finished at midnight. 
might, with all one's She pulled the rope with all 

her might and managed to ring the bell. 
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mind, in one's right sane. "Are you in your right 
mind?" asked the president after I had outlined 
my dangerous pian, 

mind, (keep) in remember. Keep in mind my 

promise, 
mind, of a (or one) in agreement. They were all of 

a mind to finish the task at once. 
mind, on one's preoccupied with. Everyone could 

tell that his private troubles were on his mind, 
mind, out of one's insane. You must be out of your 

mind to think of such a thing, 
mind^ to one's in one's opinion. To my mind, he 

was wrong in acting the way he did. 
minds, in two undeternrilned, irresoiute. Sob was 

in two minds whether to go or to siay. 
miniature, in on a small scale. If you look through 

the wrong end of a telescope you see things in 

miniature, 
minority, in the (or a) The girls were in the minority 

at the meeting: there were only five of them as 

compared with twenty boys, 
minute, in a very soon, /'// be ready in a minute. 
minute, to the exactly. He arrived at seven o'clock 

to the minute. 
mistake, by The boy gave me the wrong news- 
paper by mistake. 
moderation. In The doctor said that wine was all 

right in moderation. 
moment, at the now. /'// see him later; at the 

moment I'm very busy. 

moment, for a / should like to speak to you for a 

moment. 
moment, in a very soon. She promised to return in 

a moment 
moment, of (great) important. The Prime Minister 

will be broadcasting tonight on a matter of great 

moment. 

moment, of little (or no) unimportant. 'The loss of 

the book is of little moment, " Peter consoled me, 
moment, on the spur of the suddenly. The idea 

occurred to me on the spur of the moment, 
mood, in a bad Avoid your father; he is in a bad 

mood this morning. 
mood, in a good The boy waited until his father 

was in a good mood, 
morning, in the / will come to your shop in the 

morning, 
most, at (the) at the highest, not more than. At 

most there could have been only fifty people 

present. 
motion. In moving. He did not rest until the plan 

was set in motion. 
mourning, in observing a period of grief for a dead 



person. The widow was in mourning for six 

months after her husband's death. 

(Note the collocation: go into mourning.) 
mouth, down in the depressed. He was very down 

in the mouth over his brother's failure, 
move, on the moving about, wandering, roaming. 

That tribe of gipsies is constantly on the move. 
music, to Gilbert's words were set to music by 

Sullivan, 
nail, on the promptly. (Old-fashioned) He always 

pays on the nail. (Used with pay only.) 
name, by "Do you know Mr and Mrs Brown?"— 

'I know them by name but we haven't met. " 
name, in nominally only. Mr Roberts is the boss in 

name: he is greatly influenced by his deputy. 
name, in one's The man opened an account in his 

son's name. 
nature, by He is by nature a very generous boy, 
navy, in the / have an uncle in the navy. 
necessity, from He was hungry, and stole food 

from necessity, 
necessity, of unavoidably. The ceremony was of 

necessity very short. 
neck to neck level. The two horses finished the 

race neck to neck. 

Note: neck and neck is now much commoner 

than neck to neck. 
need, in (be) poor; (be) needy. The good man gave 

generously to those in need. 
negative, in the no. He answered my proposal in 

the negative. Used mainly in Indirect Speech. 

(Very formal written style) 
neighbourhood. In the We have many friends in 

the neighbourhood. 
news, in the The space pilot's great success was 

very much in the news. 
nicety, to a exactly, precisely. The pilot Judged the 

landing to a nicety. 
night, at / en/oy going out for a walk at night. 
night by The party of Arabs travelled by night, the 

day being too hot 
night, in (or during) the The baby awoke in the 

night 
nose, under one's immediately in front of one. He 

could not find his pen and all the time it was 
under his nose. 
note, of distinguished. Jones is a scientist of note. 

Note: distinguished is interchangeable but it 

must precede the noun. 
nothing, for (1) free, without charge. We managed 

to get some foreign stamps for nothing. 

(2) to no avail, in vain. We worked hard for 
nothing, our plan failed. 
notice, at short without much prior warning. Will 
you be able to come at short notice? 
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notice, without He was dismis from his 

employment without notice. 
nude, in the without clothing, naked. The model 

posed for the artist in the nude. 
number, in The hikers were twenty in number. 
number, without innunnerable. / have told you 

times without number to be careful when crossing 

this busy road. Note: innumerable is Interchange- 
able but it must precede the noun. 
o'clock, at one (two, etc.) The two friends arranged 

to meet at five o'clock, 
oath, on having sworn to tett the truth. The 

witness gave his evidence on oath. 
obligation, under an He is under an obligation to 

hfs uncle, who financed his higher education. 
iM :<^aAinn.. on when necessary. He will play his 

m i otihon at a party on occasion, but not as a 

{jtifitfiiil rule. 
offensive, on the attacking. The enemy was once 

more on the offensive, and we prepared to meet 

the attack. 
office, at the Feter is at school now and his father 

fs at the office. 
office, in in a position of authority, etc. He is no 

longer in office; he resigned as Prime Minister 

last week. 
office, out of not in a position of authority, etc. 

The previous government was voted out of office 

at the last election. 
offing, in the not distant near. (CoMoquial) He 

said he had several jobs in the offing and would 

take up one of them soon. 
old, of (from) long ago, the past. This was a very 

popular custom in days of old. 
once, all at suddenly. All at once I heard a scream. 
once, at imnnediately. The doctor promised to come 

at once. 

once, for The captain arrived without his sister for 
once. She generally comes with him. 

once, for this for this time as an exception. The 
boy's mother said that he cou/d stay up until ten 
o'clock for this once, as there was a special 
programme on the radio. 

one, all in combined. This tool is a screw-driver 
and a hammer all in one. 

one, at In agreement, reconciled. The climbers 
were at one in their intention to go round the 
south face of the mountain. 

one, for / for one cannot agree to such terms, and 
I expect others will object also. 

one by one; one after another singly. The candi- 
dates went in one by one to be examined. 

oneself, by (1) without help. You cannot move this 
heavy piano by yourself. 



(2) alone. She is travelling to Canada by 

herself 
oneself, for without help and in order to benefit 

oneself. Don't believe me. See the view for 

yourself. 
open, In the (1) outside. The children decided to 

play in the open when it had stopped raining. 
(2) publicly. The management discussed their 

new plans in the open. 
opinion, in one's In my opinion this film is worth 

seeing. 
opinion, of the believe. (Not much used in con- 
versation) / am of the opinion that this project 

will be a success. 
orbit, in circling the earth, sun, etc. Russia was the 

first nation to put a manned satellite in orbit 
order, in (1) tidy, neat. The servant put Mr 

Mars ton's room in order after the party. 

(2) according to the rules, permissible. It is 
quite in order to serve twice in tennis. 

(3) under control. Mr Meek found it difficult to 
keep the class in order 

(4) In proper succession. The examination 
papers have been marked and placed in order 
(of merit). 

order, on The headmaster has several books on 

order for the library. 
order, out of (1) untidy. The room had been 

searched and everything was out of order 

(2) not according to the rules, not permissible. 
It is out of order to serve twice in badminton. 

(3) not in proper succession. Someone re- 
marked that the candidates had been interviewed 
out of order. 

(4) broken, not functioning. The car won't go 
because the engine is out of order. 

orders, under subject to orders. The soldiers were 
acting under orders when they searched the 
house. 

ordinary, out of the unusual. This event is quite 
out of the ordinary; it must be a hundred years 
since a petition of this nature was brought 
forward. 

original, in the Did you see the document in the 
original or only a copy? 

ourselves, between confidentially. Between our- 
selves, what is your opinion of Brown.? 

outside, at the at the most. Only fifty people at 
the outside were present at the ceremony. 

own, on one's ( 1 ) alone. He is going to India on 
his own. 

(2) without help. / managed to solve this cross- 
word puzzle on my own. 

pain, in The doctor could see that the patient was 
in pam. 



34 Nouns Preceded by Prepositions 



pairs, in You cannot buy a left shoe only; shoes are 

sold in pairs. 
paper, in the Your success was mentioned in the 

paper this morning, 
paper on theoretically. On paper he is our best 

athlete, but he is off form at present. 
par, above above average. Ken's work is well 

above par 
par. at at the nominal value. He bought several 

shares at par 
par, beiow below average. I'm feeling a little below 

par today; perhaps I stayed up too late last night. 
parole, on temporarily free (having promised not 

to escape, etc.). The handcuffs were taken off 

the prisoner and he was put on parole. 
part, for one's as far as one is concerned. For my 

part, he can do exactly as he pleases. 
part, for the most mostly. For the most part, even 

expensive books deteriorate very quickly in 

tropical climates. 
part, in partly. You were guilty in part because 

you should have been more careful. 
part, in good without taking offence, etc. The 

young man took the joke against himself in good 

part and laughed loudly. 
part, on one's There is certainly no resentment on 

my part: I have long since forgotten what he did. 
particular, in especially. An experienced moun- 
taineer in particular should have known better 

than to attempt such a dangerous climb. 
past, in the In the past mistakes have often been 

made in rocket research. 
peace, at Germany and France are now at peace. 
peace(-time), in In peace-time trade thrives and 

friendship is developed. 
pelt, at full at full speed. (Colloquial) As soon as 

the ice-cream man appeared, the children ran at 

full pelt towards him. 
peril, at one's at one's own risk. The duke said 

that if the knight tried to help the outlaw, he did 

it at his peril 
person, in personally. The President appeared in 

person before the assembly. 
'phone, by You can get in touch with him by 

phone, 
'phone, on (or over) the / spoke to my agent on 

the 'phone a few minutes ago. 
picnic, on a We are all going on a picnic. 
pieces, in broken. / found the expensive tea-pot 

in pieces on my return. 
pinch, at a if necessary, (Slang) The teacher said 

he could return to school on Sunday morning at 

a pinch and do the extra work. 
pink, in the very well. (Slang) We are all in the 

pink here. How are your 



pity, in (or with) She gazed at him in pity: he 

looked so miserable. 
pity, out of Some people say that she married him 

out of pity because he was blind, but I do not 

think this is true. 
place, in (1) in order. Everything was in place as 

though nothing had ever been disturbed. 

(2) suitable. It is quite in place to leave the 

meeting whenever you feel like doing so. 
place, in one's (be) somebody else. / wouldn't like 

to be in your place if your angry father catches 

you. 
place, in the first firstly. You are wrong. In the 

first place, Mr Jones has not even returned from 

Europe. 
place, out of (1) disordered. When he entered his 

room, he knew that thieves had been because 

everything was out of place. 

(2) unsuitable. It is quite out of place to chew 

gum at the party. 
plan, (according) to Everything went (according) 

to plan. 
play, at playing. The children are now at play. 
play, in He hit the little boy in play; he did not 

mean to hurt him. 
pleasure, with willingly, with delight. We look 

forward to your next talk with great pleasure. 
pocl<et, in having gained as profit, richer. So far 

from my losing money over the sale, it left me in 

pocket. He was a few hundred dollars in pocket 

from the deal 
poclcet, out of having lost, poorer. The transaction 

left us fifty dollars out of pocket. 
point, beside the irrelevant. Whether you agree or 

not is beside the point: the important problem is 

to avoid being seen. 
point, to the relevant, specific. His comments on 

the proposed plan were very much to the point. 
pole, up the In a difficult situation. (Slang) You 

will really be up the pole if the engine breaks 

down. 
port, in The ship is now in port. 
position, in The army is now in position and ready 

to attack the town. 
position, in one's The customs officer said that in 

his position he had to be careful with whom he 

associated, 
position, out of The tennis player was out of 

position and could not return the shot. 
possession., in one's The dia.mond is now in my 

friend's possession. 
post, by The parcel was sent to me by post. 
power, in ruling, governing. When the dictator 

was in power, there were many arrests. 
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power, in one's It is not in my power to help you: 

you must ask someone else. 
practice, in Your idea sounds good on paper, but it 

won't work in practice. 
practice, out of The pianist was out of practice 

and played several wrong notes. 
prayer, in The villagers knelt in prayer in the old 

church. 
precedent, without The Judge said that such a 

case was without precedent, 
prejudice, without Try to look at the problem 

withou t prejudic e. 
premises, on the The burglar was caught on the 

premises at midnight. 
premium, at a (1 ) at more than the nominal value. 

The shares were all sold at a premium. 

(2) desired greatly. The successful doctor's 

services were at a premium in the overcrowded 

district. 
preparation, in being prepared. The book is still in 

preparation^ so it wont be published for some 

considerable time. 
present, at now. Come later. At present I am very 

busy. 
present, for the / think you should do very well in 

your profession, but for the present concentrate 

on everyday matters. 
pressure, under under compulsion. Charles wrote 

the letter under pressure and it doesn't represent 

his true views. 
price, at any on any terms, at any cost. He was 

prepared to get hold of the enemy's plans at any 

price. 
principle, in fundamentally, basically. In principle, 

you're right, but I can't agree with you entirely. 
principle, on for moral reasons. He stayed away 

from the horse-races on principle. 
print, in (1) on sale. "This book is no longer in 

print, " said the librarian. 

(2) published. Young Bernard Shaw tried hard 

to get his novels in print. 
print, out of no longer on sale. The book you 

wanted is now out of print 
prison, in He has spent several years in prison and 

is now being released. 
prison, to He was sent to prison for stealing. 
private, in He said he would tell me the whole 

story in private. 
probability, in all very likely. In all probability I 

shall be leaving you quite soon to go to South 

America. 
probation, on The young criminal was put on 

probation for a year. 
procession, in (a) The strikers marched in pro- 
cession to the town- hall. 



profession, by He was a doctor by profession. 
profile, in as seen from one side. / have a portrait 

of fvfr Jones in profile. 
progress, in being carried on. Work is now in 

progress on the new road. 
proportion, in Every part of the man's body is in 

proportion in this painting. 
proportion, out of His pessimism was out of 

proportion; things were not so bad as all that. 
prose,, in The English translation of these poe.ms is 

in prose. 
protection, in lor under) one's After the death of 

his parents, the child was placed under his uncle's 

protection. 
protest, under Work done under protest is rarely 

much good. 
province, outside one's I have no wish to interfere 

in this matter: David is not my son, so the whole 

matter is outside my province. 
province, within one's / am a history teacher; 

questions on geology are not within my province. 
prowl, on the Several looters were on the prowl to 

see what they could take from the deserted 

houses. 
proxy, by authority given to a person to substitute 

for another person. The girl was married by proxy, 

as her fiance was still abroad. 
public, in He had a/ways wanted to make a speech 

in public and now came his big chance. 
purpose, on intentionally. / was sure that he had 

tripped me up on purpose and I complained to 

the referee. 

purpose, to little (or no) with little effect or result. 

The strike was to little purpose; the miners did 

not get what they wanted. 
purpose, to some with much success, with a good 

result. Galsworthy wrote a play about prison life 

to some purpose, for soon afterwards there came 

several reforms. 
quarters, at close very near. He waited until we 

were at close quarters before he threw the stone 

at me. 
question, beside the irrelevant. Don't tell me about 

your long Journey: it is beside the question. 
question, beyond (or without, or past) certain(ly). 

His integrity is beyond question: nobody can 

doubt it. 
question, in being considered, referred to. The 

person in question is very wealthy. 
question, out of the too impossible to be con- 
sidered. Your retirement is out of the question; 

they need your experience now more than ever 

before. 
quiet, on the in secret, in private, etc. (Colloquial) 
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He gambled on the quiet: few people knew about 

it. 
radio, by The ship contacted the shore station by 

radio. 
radio, on (or over) the We heard the Prime Minister 

over the radio last night 
rage, in a furious. The old man was in a rage when 

he found out that his sons had disobeyed him. 
rags, in The beggar was dressed in rags. 
rail(way), by He travelled to Kuala Lumpur by rail. 
rails, off the disorganised. (Slang) The entire office 

seemed off the rails : e very thing was in co.nfusion. 
rain, in the / like to go walking in the rain. 
random, at haphazard! ly). In tennis, it's no good 

hitting the ball at random. 
ransom, for The king was captured by bandits and 

held for ransom. 
raptures, in very enthusiastic (about), carried away 

(by). The girl was in raptures over the diamond 

ring. 
rate, at any in any case, at least. Whatever you 

may think about him, his work was always good, 

at any rate. 
rate, at that if that is true. (In an argunnent) y4// 

countries are aware of the importance of peaceful 

co-existence. At that rate, no one wants a war. 
rate, at this if present circumstances continue. At 

this rate it will take us all day to reach London. 
ration, on rationed. During the war many goods 

were on ration. 
reach, out of (or beyond) The swimmer tried to 

grasp the rock but it was out of reach. 
reach, within The ambitious man knew that at 

last his goal was within reach. 
reality, in in fact. Everyone thought he was very 

kind but in reality he was quite cruel. 
rear, in the behind. We turned round and saw a 

cloud of dust in the rear. 
reason, for that (or this, etc.) / do not trust him: 

for that reason, I refuse to allow my son to 

accompany him on the expedition. 
reason, in (or within) reasonable, sensible. He 

promised to give his son anything within reason 

for his twenty-first birthday. 
reason, out of (all) unreasonable. The price of the 

car was out of all reason, so I walked off. 
reason, without rhyme or without any reason at 

all. He appears to have resigned without rhyme 

or reason. 
recall, beyond (or past) too far away to be re- 
membered, too far away to be brought back. The 

days of his youth are beyond recall. 
record, off the unofficially, not for publication. The 

press secretary told us the whole story off the 

record. 



record, on recorded officially. It is on record that 

Roger Bannister was the first athlete to run a 

mile in four minutes. 
red, in the overdrawn, in debt. (Colloquial) / expect 

I shall find myself in the red when I get my bank 

statement. 
redemption, past (or beyond, or without) too bad 

to be saved or reformed. He had been to prison 

so many times that almost everyone believed 

him beyond redemption. 
reflection; on On reflection, I knew everything was 

all right, although I had been worried at first. 
relief, in On this map the mountains are shown in 

relief 
repair, beyond One of the cars involved in the 

accident was so badly damaged as to be beyond 

repair 
repair, in bad in a bad state. The track is in bad 

repair and needs re-surfacing. 
repair, in good in a good state. Although this 

bridge was built many years ago, it is still in 

good repair 
repair, out of Your old car is now out of repair; 

you had better sell it for scrap. 
repair, under We cannot use this road: it is under 

repair 
request, by The record was played by request. 
reserve, in ready for future use. The long-distance 

runner was keeping his strength in reserve for the 

last mile. 
reserve, without fully. / can recommend this place 

without reserve. 
respect, in every This candidate seems to be the 

best in every respect. 
respect, in no She is in no respect a person to be 

trusted. 
respect, in one This modern painting is quite good. 

In one respect it is better than that old master- 
piece: the colour is bright and gay. 
respects, in some In some respects Peter is very 

much like his brother. 
rest, at (1) still, motionless, A very energetic man, 

Tom is never at rest except when he is asleep. 
(2) dead. The old man is now at rest, along 

with his ancestors. 
rest, for the as for other matters. Now you all 

know the general plan of cam.paign: for the rest, 

the sergeant will give you all the details. 
restraint, without freely. The captured officer was 

able to wander about the hospital grounds 

without restraint. 
result, without in vain. Charles tried to start the 

car but without result. 
retreat, in retreating. The enemy forces are now in 

retreat, and we can go forward. 



radio/scratch 37 



return, in She gave me a camera, and I bought her 

a watch in return, 
revenge, out of There was a feud between the two 

tribes, and several murders were committed out 

of revenge. 
reverse, in (1) backwards. The mathematician 

checked his answer by working out the problem 

in reverse. 

(2) in reverse gear. / put the car in reverse and 

backed down the hill. 
revolt, in Africa as a whole is in revolt against 

survivals of European rule. 
rhyme, in l\/lost poems used to be written in 

rhyme. 
riddles, in He is a strange man, who often speaks 

m riddles. 
right, in the She cannot see the other side of an 

argument; she thinks that she is always in the 

right 
risk, at one's own on one's own responsibility for 

loss, injury, damage, etc. If you leave anything in 

the cloakroom, it is (or: you do so) at your own 

risk. 
road, on the travelling. He has been on the road 

for several years, working his way from one part 

of the country to another 
rocker, off one's crazy. (Slang) You must be off 

your rocker to make such a crazy suggestion. 
rocks, on the wrecked, in disaster. (Colloquial) 

Their marriage is on the rocks, and both want a 

divorce. 
roof, under one's in one's house. The farmer told 

the escaped prisoner-of-war that he would find 

shelter under his roof. 
rote, by by repetition (devoid of understanding). 

The children in this school learn poetry by rote. 
rough, in (the) Here are my ideas in rough. Shall I 

type them out in a finished form? 
ruins, in The ancient castle is now in ruins. 
rule, as a usually. As a rule he arrives at the office 

a few minutes before nine. 
run, at a running. The captain ordered us to come 

to him at a run. 
run, in the long eventually, ultimately. Peter is 

having a difficult time at the moment, but in the 

long run he will succeed. 
run, ort the (1) fleeing. After escaping from the 

prison camp, they were on the run for several 

days. 

(2) hurrying about continuously active. The 

president is on the run all day, attending con- 
ferences and committee meetings. 
rush, in a In a hurry. His secretary always seems 

to be in a rush whenever I see her. 



rut, in a / think I'm in a rut: IWe been doing the 

same old job for twenty years. 
saddle, in the (1) on horseback. He spent long 

hours in the saddle visiting distant farms. 

(2) in control. He was intelligent, worked his 

way up, and was soon in the saddle. 
saddle, out of the (1) not on horseback. / noticed 

he was bow-legged when he was out of the 

saddle. 

(2) not in control. Don/t worry about him; he 

can't harm you, for he's out of the saddle now. 
safety, in The refugees have now crossed the 

border and are in safety. 
sail, under moving by means of sails. When the 

funk reached the open sea, the engine was 

switched off and it proceeded under sail. 
sake, for one's "For my sake, please be careful on 

the expedition, " his wife said. 
sale, for This is the man who has a car for sale. 
sale, on Many cheap suits were on sale in that 

shop last week. 
scale, on a large (or small, etc.) The enemy sent 

reinforcem,ents on a large scale to attack the 

town. 
scalp, out for one's seeking revenge. He knows 

you informed on him and he will be out for your 

scalp. 
scathe, without unharmed. He emerged from his 

adventures without scathe. 
scenes, behind the (1) behind the stage. Many 

stage-hands were at work behind the scenes. 
(2) not in public. / knew that something was 

happening to the board of directors behind the 

scenes. 
scent, off the off the correct track. The criminal 

tried to put the police off the scent by giving false 

evidence. 
scent, on the having correct clues, on the correct 

track. The detective felt certain that he was on 

the scent. 
schedule, according to The bad weather is over, 

and the trains are now running according to 

schedule. 
schedule, behind behind time, late. The train left 

behind schedule on account of the fog, 
schedule, on punctually. The coach arrived on 

schedule at the caves. 
school, at His young son is now at school 
school, to He went to school at the age of five, 
scope, beyond one's / have no idea of the amount 

of rainfall in China: it is beyond my scope. 
scope., within one's Ask him about the climate; he 

is a geography lecturer, so it is within his scope. 
scratch, from from the beginning. The man changed 
Jobs and started his career again from scratch. 
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scratch, up to up to the standard. (CcMoquia!) We 

have kept an eye on the department and found it 

up to scratch. 
screen, on the in films. Reality is often distorted 

and falsified on the screen. 
sea, at (1) on the open sea. iJntil modern times 

there was little fresh food while a ship was at sea. 
12) confused, bewildered. Everyone was at sea 

because there was no definite policy to follow. 
sea. by Mr Hickson usually travels by sea. 
sea, by land and He is travelling to the Far East by 

land and sea: he is motoring across Africa to 

Cape Town, where he will board a boat for 

Hong Kong. 
seas, on the high at sea. John is now somewhere 

on the high seas, and we wish him a pleasant 

holiday. 
season, in at the time of the year when something 

is plentiful. Oranges and mangoes are now in 

season: you can buy them cheaply in any shop. 
season, out of at the time of the year when some- 
thing is not plentiful. Apples are out of season in 

December in England. 
seclusion, in After her husband's death she lived in 

seclusion in the country. 
second thoughts, on after reconsidering. / wasn't 

going to come, but on second thoughts I shall. 
secret, in secretly. The couple were married in 

secret. 
secret, in the among those who know the secret. 

Are you also in the secret? 
self-defence, in in order to defend oneself. In self- 
defence he struck back at those who had 

attacked him. 
sense, in a (or one) in a way. In a sense he is right, 

even though his facts are wrong. 
senses, in one's (right) sane. Are you in your 

(right) senses to make such a suggestion/ 
senses, out of one's (right) insane. He is obviously 

out of his senses to go swimming in such cold 

weather. 
seriousness, in all I'm not joking; in all serious- 
ness, what do you do for a living? 
service, at one's "// you want anything, please call 

me. I am always at your service/' the hotel 

manager said, 
service, in working as a servant. The old woman 

has beer\ in service for most of her life. 
session. In assembled (in conference, etc.). The 

board is now in session. 
shade, in the He had walked a long way in the 

heat, and now sat down to rest in the shade. 
shadow, in / do not like this photograph ; your face 

is in shadow. 
shape, in (1) The oil tank is cylindrical in shape. 



(2) in good condition, on form. He is not in 

shape to attempt such a long walk. 
shape, out of My hat is out of shape since you sat 

on it. 
shelf, on the ignored, put aside. Rose is already 

thirty and feels that she is on the shelf 
ship, by Did you come to Hong Kong by aeroplane 

or by ship? 
shoes, in one's in another person's position. / 

wouldn't care to be in Mr Black's shoes, with a 

family of twelve to look after. 
shore, on A crowd of people gathered on shore to 

welcome the boat. 
short, for My name is Benjamiin, but most people 

call me Ben for short. 
short, in briefly. Mr Smith is very efficient, ener- 
getic, and popular with his subordinates. He has 

many good ideas and is not afraid of voicing his 

opinion. In short, he is just the man we want for 

the vacant post 
shoulder, straight from the directly, candidly. 

/ told him straight from the shoulder what I 

thought about him and his laziness, 
shoulder to shoulder united. We must all work 

shoulder to shoulder. 
show, on on display. The prizes are on show all 

morning. 
shreds, in badly torn. Her dress was in shreds after 

her fall down the cliff. 
side by side together. Britain and the United 

States fought side by side against the Nazis. 
side, on every; sides, on all from all directions. 

from everybody. On all sides there was talk of an 

acute water shortage. 
side, on the as an addition to one's regular job. 

(Slang) Some teachers make a little money on the 

side by giving private lessons. 
sight, at (or on) without delay, without stopping to 

examine. The guard has had orders to shoot any- 
one at sight since the curfew was imposed. 
sight, at first immediately, straight away. / could 

tell at first sight that something was wrong. 
sight, by / know the man by sight but I have never 

even heard his name. 
sight, in Soon the lig.hts of Rome came in sight and 

we were landing at the new airport. 
sight, in one's (own) in one's (ovvn) opinion. In his 

mother's sight, James was a good and dutiful 

son, but to other people he appeared a rascal. 
sight, out of After the aeroplane had taken off, the 

lights of the city were soon out of sight. 
silence, in We all looked at our friend in silence, 

shocked by his words. 
simmer, on the almost boiling. Keep the mixture 
on the simmer for half-an-hour. (Cooking recipe) 
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sins, for my as (a) judgement. (A iight-hearted 
remark) / have been put in charge of this class for 
my sins (i.e. it is a difficult ciass). 
size, of a about the same size. The two boys were 

of a size and changed clothes with each other. 
sleep, in one's while asleep. You talked in your 

sleep last night, and woke me up. 
sleeve, up one's hidden in reserve. Counsel for the 
defence was quiet during the case for the pro- 
secution; everyone knew he had something up 
his sleeve. 
sly, on the secretly. On the sly he leads a very gay 

life. 
snatches, by in short periods. Henry had to look 
after his baby brother and could study only by 
snatches. 
society, in The consul's wife was always charming 

and gay in society, 
sod, under the dead. (Colloquial) Shakespeare has 

long been under the sod, 
song, for a very cheap(ly). He sold his car for a 

song. 
sorts, out of unwell, depressed. John went home 

because he was feeling out of sorts, 
soul, upon my An expression of surprise, etc. 
(Old-fashioned) You do not believe in loyalty? 
Upon my soul, what will you say next? 
soup, in the in difficulties. (Slang) If you damage 

our friend's car, we'll all be in the soup, 
spec, on as a gamble. (Slang) Although he had no 
ticket Harry decided to go to the concert on spec 
(i.e. hoping he would get. a ticket at the door). 
speed, at (full) The train was travelling at full speed 

when it crashed. 
spell, for a for a short time. (Colloquial) His aunt 

asked him to stay with her for a spell 
spell, under a The witch put the lovely princess 

under a spell 
spirit, in inwardly. Tom was still at home with his 
family in spirit, although in body he was far from 
home. 
spirit, with some vigorously, in a lively way. The 

young girl argued her point with some spirit. 
spirits, in high happy, gay. At the end of term the 

pupils were in high spirits. 
spirits, in low dejected, gloomy. Jane was in low 

spirits after she had heard the bad news. 
spite, in (or out of) Peter hit his brother out of 
spite. 

sport, in jokingly. Thomas made the remark in sport 
only. 

spot, on the (1) forthwith, without delay. (Col- 
loquial) He was able to give me an answer on the 
spot 



(2) at a particular place. The fire brigade was 
soon on the spot after my telephone call. 

spree, on the enjoying oneself, having a good 
time. (Slang) We decided to go on the spree to 
celebrate our success. 

spring, in (the) In spring the flowers blossom and 
new life begins. 

square, on the honest. (Slang) / am sure that John 
is on the square: he would never deceive you. 

squeeze, in a tight in a difficult position, (Col- 
loquial) We are in a tight squeeze, for we have 
only £5 for the rest of the month. 

staff, on the Is my old teacher still on the staff? 

stages, by (easy) The teacher worked out the 
geometrical problem by stages. 

stake, at at issue. The boy felt that his whole future 
was at stake when he entered the examination 
room. 

starts, by fits and irregularly. The engine functions 
by fits and starts; I must send for a mechanic. 

state, in with due ceremony and pomp. The Queen 
drove to Westminster Abbey in state. 

stead, in one's instead of one. He resigned from 
the committee, and in his stead they elected Mr 
Jones. 

steam, under (its own) The ship is now sailing 
under its own steam: it is no longer being 
towed. 

step, step by gradually, by degrees. The artist gave 
a demonstration of his technique step by step. 

stew. In a perplexed, angry, etc. (Slang) The 
farmer was in a stew when he found that half his 
cattle had disappeared. 

stilts, on Several men were walking about on stilts 
at the carnival 

stock, in The shopkeeper had a lot of films in stock. 

stock, of good of good birth or breeding. The boy 
comes of good stock: his father was the squire in 
this district for many years. 

stock, out of "It's out of stock, " said the shop- 
keeper, 'but I can get you a copy by next week. " 

stomach, on an empty not having eaten. You can- 
not possibly set off on an empty stomach. 

store, in There is trouble in store for you when you 
arrive home: your father wants to talk to you 
about your poor results. 

strength, below below the required number. The 
army is below strength; methods of recruiting 
must be improved. 

strength, in full complete in numbers. The boy- 
scouts arrived for their annual camp in full 
strength. 

strength, up to having the required number, com- 
plete. The navy is up to strength, and there are no 
more vacancies at present. 
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stretch, at (or on) a at one time (without stopping 

for a rest, etc.). Some days he worked for eight 

hours at a stretch. 
stride, in one's do something easily (in the course 

of one's ordinary routine). He was a medical 

student when he became interested in studying 

art. However, he took it all in his stride. 
strike, on The workers are on strike for two weeks. 
stupor, in a As a result of taking drugs, she lay all 

day in a stupor. 
style, in in fashion. Short sleeves are still in style, 
stySe, out of out of fashion. His coat was old and 

out of style, 
substance, in in general terms. / agree with his 

plan in substance but I think most of the details 

need altering. 
success, with His efforts were crowned with 

success. 
success, without She tried hard to pass the test 

but without success. 
succession. In one after the other. Several strange 

incidents happened in succession. 
sudden, (all) of a suddenly. {Colloquial) The crisis 

appeared all of a sudden. 
summer, in (the) Cricket is a popular game in 

England in summer. 
sun, in the exposed to the sun. / began to feel ill 

through sitting too long in the sun. 
sun, under the anywhere. / don't believe there are 

any new stories under the sun: they are all 

based on old plots. 
sunrise, at The birds started singing at sunrise. 
sunset, at We all went home at sunset. 
surprise, by The Greeks captured Troy by surprise. 
surprise, in ''Hullo/" she said in surprise, on meet- 
ing her old friend. 
surprise, to one's To my surprise my former 

teacher was now lecturing at the university. 
suspense. In in a state of excitement and uncer- 
tainty. The audience were kept in suspense until 

the last scene. 
suspicion, above could not be suspected. The 

missing boy's uncle was above suspicion. 
suspicion, under being suspected. The ex-convict 

was under suspicion for the robbery. 
swim. In the knowing what is happening, active in 

the main current of affairs. (Slang) Ask the 

manager's secretary; she is always in the swim. 
swim, out of the not knowing what is happening. 

(Slang) Don't ask me: I am out of the swim and 

know little about the recent changes. 
swing, in (full) progressing (well). The party was in 

full swing when we arrived. 
table, at while eating. Many children are not wel 

behaved at table. 



tabJe, under the drunk. (Slang) The wretched man 

was under the table after a few drinks. 
tack, on the right following the right course. (Col- 
loquial) You're on the right tack if you continue 

to answer on those lines. 
tack, on the wrong following the wrong course. 

(Colloquial) Everyone thought the detective was 

on the wrong tack in questioning an innocent 

stranger. 
tap, on ready for use. in stock. (Colloquial) You'll 

never succeed as a writer unless you have plenty 

of ideas on tap. 
tape, on recorded on tape. / have Beethoven's 

"Emperor Concerto^' on tape. 
taste, in bad offensive, disagreeable (usually re- 
lating to stories or jokes). That joke about the 

negro was in bad taste. 
taste, in good agreeable, pleasant(ly). The room 

was decorated in good taste. 
taste, to one's agreeable to one. Is this kind of 

music to your taste? 
tax, in He must be very rich if he pays almost half 

of his salary in tax. 
taxi, by We went to the theatre by taxi 
tears, in crying. The girl was in tears at her 

father's death. 
teens, in one's from 1 3 to 1 9 years old. The boy 

was still in his teens. 
telephone, by I got in touch with him by telephone. 
telephone, on (or over) the / was speaking to Mr 

Simms a few minutes ago over the telephone. 
television, on The singer appeared on television 

last night. 
temper, inlto) a It's no good getting in a temper; 

that won't help. 
temper, out of ( 1 ) The little girl broke the vase out 

of temper 

(2) She has been out of temper with me since 

I failed to meet her. 
tenterhooks, on in a state of suspense. All the 

pupils were on tenterhooks until the teacher told 

them who had passed the test 
terms, on bad unfriendly. Ann and Janet have been 

on bad terms since Peter invited Janet to the 

dance. 
terms, on good friendly. / am on good terms with 

Howard, and I am sure he will lend me'his bicycle. 
terms, on these (one's etc.) / cannot agree to the 

plan on these terms. 
that, at; this, at thereupon. He said he would not 

leave, and at that I called for the police. 
that, for all everything considered. / know how 

well he did in the examinations, but, for all that, 

I shall not recommend him. 
that, in because, seeing that. (Old-fashioned) You 
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must try your best to help him in that he is your 

cousin. 
theory. In theoreticaiiy. The plan should work in 

theory, but will it work in practice? 
there, over Can't you find your book? You left it 

over there. 
thick, in the in the middle. If you go to a sale, you 

are bound to see Mrs Day in the thick of it. 
thin, through thick and under all conditions (good 

and bad). Don't worry; 111 stay with you through 

thick and thin. 
thing, for one for one reason. You cannot possibly 

attend the ball; for one thing, you have no suit- 
able dress. 
this, with; that, with ''Don't try to stop me!" the 

man said. With this, he turned and ran away. 
thought, deep in thinking, meditating. When I 

called on him, he was deep in thought and hardly 

noticed that I was there. 
thought(s), on second after reconsidering. On 

second thoughts, I shan't fly: 111 go by train. 
thumb, under (one's) under one's power. The poor 

man is wholly under his wife's thumb. 
tick, on on credit. (Slang) He bought the furniture 

on tick. 
tilt, at full at top speed. (Colloquial) The thief 

snatched the bag, ran round the corner at full 

tilt, and bumped into a policeman. 
time, against as fast as possible while there is still 

time. Everybody was working against time to get 

the rocket ready for the take-off. 
time, at a The animals entered the ark two at a 

time. ( "The animals went in two by two"—Sonq.) 
time, at one At one time he used to be the presi- 
dent's private secretary. 
time, at that then. At that time, as a young man 

living in London, he was very poor. 
time, at the same nevertheless. He gave him a 

meal, but at the same time would not allow him 

to leave the camp. 
time, before one's before one was born. The First 

World War took place before your time. 
time, behind late. The train is behind time. 
time, for the — being temporarily. You will act as 

manager for the time being. 
time, from — to time occasionally. / see some of 

my friends only from time to time. 
time, in (1) early enough, not late. The police 

arrived Just in time to catch the thief 

(2) eventually. You will succeed in time, but 
you cannot expect success to come quickly. 

(3) in the correct rhythm, at the proper speed. 
The violinist was not in time with the piano. 

time, in good early. The family arrived at thestation 
in good time. 



time, in no; time, in less ^an no quickly, imme- 
diately, very soon. / 'phoned for an ambulance 

and in no time the injured man was in hospital. 
time, in one's during one's life, during one's 

prime. There were no cars in Shelley's time. 
time, on punctually. This train always arrives on 

time. 
time, once upon a a time in the past Once upon 

a time, there was an old woman who lived in a 

shoe. (The traditional manner of beginning a fairy 

story) 
time, out of (one's) at the wrong period. This poet 

was born out of his time; he should have lived in 

the time of Tennyson. 
time, to punctual(ly). Are the trains running to 

time? 
times, at sometimes. At times he can be quite 

rude. 
times, at alt always. Jones, on the other hand, is 

helpful at all times. 
times, behind the old-fashioned. That woman in 

the old-fashioned clothes is behind the times. 
top, on above. The leather case is underneath and 

the cardboard one on top. 
touch, at a This vase looks so fragile that it would 

break at a touch. 
touch,, in We are no longer in touch with each 

other: I do not even know his address. 
tow, in (1) being towed. The kind driver produced 

a rope and took my car in tow to the garage. - 

(2) under one's guidance, under one's patron- 
age, etc. (Slang) The lady has several artists in 

tow. 
town, in Mr Fortune is the richest man in town. 
town, out of The mayor is out of town at the 

moment. 
track, off the (1) away from the path. etc. Some- 
how or other the hikers wandered off the track. 
(2) off the subject. (Colloquial) The speaker 

began to get off the track. 
track, on one's following, trailing. The detective 

nut a policeman on the suspect's track. 
tracks, in one's on the spot where one is standing 

or walking, etc. At the sight of the dead man, the 

farmer stopped in his tracks. 
trade, by He was a carpenter by trade. 
trade, in Mr Saunders is in trade, but his brother is 

a doctor. 
trade, of a in the same profession, trade, etc. All 

six men were of a trade. 
trail, off the The huntsman realised he was off the 

trail when the path suddenly ended in thick 

undergrowth. 
train, by We intend to cross the Continent by train. 
tram, by / went to the City Hall by tram. 
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trance, in a The strange lady seemed either asleep 

or in a trance. 
transit, in trayelling, passing through. Passengers 
who are in transit may go ashore without a visa. 
transition, in changing. Now that the Space Age 

has dawrwd the whoie world is in transition. 
treatment, under She used to be a drug addict 

and is now under treatment and on a special diet. 
tree, up a in dlfncuities. (Siang) We shall be up a 

tree if we miss this train: there isn't another one 

until tomorrow. 
trek, on on a journey (usually into wild country). 

The settlers have gone on trek to the mountains. 
trial, on being tried (in court). The spy was put on 

trial. 
trice, in a very quickly. The brilliant scientist solved 

the problem in a trice. 
trim, in in good condition. Our boat is now in trim 

and will cross the Atlantic next week. 
trim, out of not in good condition. The boxer was 

out of trim through smoking too much. 
triumph, in Caesar returned to Rome in triumph. 
tropics, in the Life in the tropics is usually carried 

on at a slower pace than life in England. 
trot, at a at a steady run. (Used of horses) The 

horses pulled the carriage at a trot. 
trot, on the busy. (Colloquial) She is always on the 

trot looking after her husband and six children. 
trouble, in The foolish youth began to go to wild 

parties and soon found himself in trouble. 
trust, in kept legally for a person. The inheritance 

will be kept in trust until the boy is twenty-one. 
trust, on without a close exannination or study. .^^ 

is inclined to take people on trust and is often 

deceived. 
tune, in keeping the correct note. The whole choir 

sang in tune, which was unusual because some 

boys had not attended rehearsals. 
tune, out of out of harmony. One boy sang out of 

tune in the last anthem. 
turn, in in succession. The men came up to the 

desk in turn for their pay. 
turn, on the just turning. Don't drink the milk: it 

seems to be on the turn (i.e. just turning sour). 
turn, out of (one's) in the wrong order. One of the 

candidates came up for his prize out of turn. 
turn, to a (cooked enough but not too much). Thfs 

joint has been done to a turn. (Used with done.) 
turns, by alternately. He appeared happy and sad 

by turns. 
twilight, at We all returned home at twilight. 
twinkling, in a very quickly. He began to get his 

camera ready, but the bird had disappeared in a 

twinkling. 



two by two ; twos, in The animals entered the ark 

two by two. 
understanding, on this (or that) this having been 

understood, on this condition. You may attend 

the meeting on this understanding : you must not 

vote. 
uniform, in dressed as a soldier, sailor, airman, etc. 

When I next saw Tim, he was in uniform. 
unison, in (1) not in parts. The choir sang the last 

anthem in unison. 

(2) in agreement. Everyone at the meeting was 

in unison about the next step to take. 
up and up, on the improving. (Slang) White's busi- 
ness seems to be on the up and up. 
use, in being used. You may borrow the ruler later: 

at the moment it is in use. 
use, of (any, some, etc.) useful. Is this book of 

use? 
use, of no useless. It is an interesting book but of 

no use for our purposes. 
use, out of no longer being used. The lift is out of 

use: I think it is being repaired. 
vacation, on My doctor is on vacation for two 

weeks. 
vain, 'in to no purpose, useless. Everyone signed 

the petition for Sob's release from jaiL but it was 

in vain. 
value, of (great, some, no, etc.) This old diary is of 

great value to historians. 
vengeance, with a better (or more) than expected. 

The school team challenged the villagers and 

beat them with a vengeance. 
vernacular, in the in the native (or local) language. 

You should read this poem in the vernacular 
verse, in Several boys wrote a story in verse about 

the event 
vicinity, in the in the neighbourhood. Many strange 

men were lurking in the vicinity. 
view, in The road is not in view from our dining- 
room window. 
view, on on show, being displayed. There was a 

model of an old car on view at the exhibition. 
visit, on a He has gone on a visit to Europe. 
vogue, in in fashion, popular Short hair cuts were 

in vogue a year ago. 
voice, with one unanimously. Everyone opposed 

the motion with one voice. 
walk, for (or on) a The children wanted to go for 

a walk. 
wane, on the declining. Public interest in space 

rockets seems to be on the wane, 
war, at Are those two countries now at war? 
vvar, in In war many cruel incidents take place. 
warning, without The bus stopped without warn- 



trance/word 43 



ing and several passengers were thrown to the 

floor. 
warpath, on the angry, bent on vengeance, etc. 

Be careful. She Is on the warpath and suspects 

you of playing a trick on her. 
wash, in the being washed. (Colloquial) Your best 

shirt Is In the wash. 
watch, on The Chief Officer of the ship Is now on 

watch. 
watch, on the alert, ready, watching. Several 

farmers stayed up all night on the watch for the 

fox. 
water, in deep in difficulty. You will find yourselves 

In deep water If you attempt to sue them for 

damages. 
wntar, of the first of the best quality, to the 

(irfjiiitjsi degree. (Colloquial) She Is an acrobat of 

the first water. 
water, under flooded. Half the town was under 

water after the river had burst its banks, 
wax, in made of wax. A waxworks exhibition con- 
sists of human figures m wax. 
way, by the incidentally. By the way, do you know 

who visited me today. ^ 
way, in a in some respects. / know that the engine- 
driver was care/ess, but. In a way, the signalman 

was to blame for the accident. 
way, in every in every respect. Dr Fry Is In every 

way a ver/ competent doctor. 
way, in no in no respect. The engine-driver was In 

no way to blame for the accident. 
way. In the (or one's) causing an obstruction. The 

driver of the taxi couldn't see the boy because 

there was a bus in the for his) way. 
way, in this (or that) He became very friendly with 

the manager's daughter and In that way he gained 

promotion. 
way, on the (or one's) going (to). When I saw him 

he was on his way home. 
way, out of the (1 ) remote. The village Is out of the 

way, and hasn't even a station. 

(2) unusual, uncommon. I cannot help it If that 

question was out of the way. I did not set the 

examination paper. 
way, under moving, beginning. The town's new 

housing scheme was soon under way. 
weather, under the unwell, depressed. (Slang) All 

the team felt under the weather before the match 

began. 
weight, by These oranges are sold separately and 

not by weight. 
weight, in Although this transistor radio is larger 

than that one, both are the same In weight. 
while, for a for a (short) time. He rested for a while 

before continuing to climb the mountain. 



while, in (or after) a eventually, /n a while some- 
one came to the deserted house. 

while, in a short (or little) soon, / sat down in the 
waiting-room and in a short white Dr Smith 
appeared. 

whirl, in a in confusion. So much had happened in 
the space of ten minutes that his mind v¥as in 
a whirl. 

whisper, in a ; whispers, in softly, whispering. The 
doctor consulted his partner in a whisper, so that 
the patient could not hear. 

white, in wearing white clothes. For the wedding, 
she was dressed in white. 

white, (down) in black and in writing. An agree- 
ment is not binding unless it is down in black and 
white. 

whole, as a all together, not taken separately. We 
must look at these events as a whole — not 
separately. 

whole, (up)on the generally. Gn the whole. Jack 
has been a good friend. 

width, in wide. The room is over twenty feet in 
width. 

wilt, against one's unwillingly. She allowed herseif 
to be taken to the dance against her wiii. Her 
friends had talked her into attending. 

wilL at whenever one pleases. The actress could 
make tears come into her eyes at will. 

will, of one's own (free) He chose to go abroad of 
his own free will: nobody forced him, 

will, with a eagerly. He began to work with a will. 

wind, in the rumoured, likely. It is in the wind that 
the enemy are about to surrender. 

wing, on the flying. Scott has some excellent 
paintings of birds on the wing. 

winter, in (the) In England it usually snows in 
winter. 

wonder, for a surprisingly. For a wonder he 
answered the question correctly. 

wonder, in The scientists gazed at the new inven- 
tion in wonder. 

word for word literally. It is impossible to translate 
the poem word for word; you must translate the 
general sense. 

word, in a (or one) briefly. (At the end of a long 
explanation) / constmcted a box in which to con- 
ceal a spade. Then I took the box to the back of 
the hut and pretended to repair it Next, a few 
friends came and stood around. In a word, I 
escaped by digging a tunnel under the fence. 

word, on the as soon as the word is spoken. Qn 
the word "Go", run as fast as you can. 

word, upon my An eAclamation expressing sur- 
prise. (Old-fashioned) Upon my word, young 
Jones has won I 
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words, for to describe. The whoie scene and the 

sunset were too beautiful for words, 
words, in other putting it simply. (At the end of an 

explanation) You should not have left the child 

alone: nor should you have forgotten the case. In 

other words, you are entirely to blame for the 

accident. 
words, in so many explicitly. My secretary said, in 

so many words, that she was going to get 

married. 
work, at Danger! Men at work. (Street notice) 
work, out of unemployed. Many men were out of 

work during the slump. 
world* for the on any account. / wouldn't have 

harmed her for the world. 
world, in the of all. anywhere. He was the strongest 

man in the world. 
v^orse, for the He has changed for the worse and 

is fast becoming a juvenile delinquent. 



worst, at (the) even in the worst circumstances. 

/ should try for that job if I were you; at worst you 

can only lose half a day attending the interview. 
writing, in Don't promise verbally: please put it in 

writing. 
yore, of in old times. (Rarely used now) In days of 

yore there lived three wise men . . . (Beginning 

of a story) 
you and me, between confidentially. Between you 

and me, I am considering resigning from the post 

of club secretary, 
young, with pregnant. (Used of animals) The deer 

was with young when the hunter captured it. 
youth, in one's In his youth he was a great football 

player. 
zenith, at its at its height. At noon the sun is 

always at its zenith. 
zest, with with enthusiasm. The time passes 

quickly when one's work is done with zest. 



4 Phrasal Verbs 



Verb -h Adverbial Particle 

(or 3 similar adverb) 

The words which follow the verbs in this chapter are not prepositions but adverbial particles, for they are 
linked to verbs and not to nouns. Although most adverbial particles have the same form as their correspond- 
ing prepositions, they do not denote a relationship between a noun or pronoun and another word. They 
function as adverbs and modify the verbs with which they are associated. 

Consider the following instances. 

(a) In the first of the following sentences, down functions as an adverbial particle, while in the second 
s(*ntonce down is a preposition. Peter ran down as soon as he saw me waiting, Peter ran down the stairs 
ws soon as he saw me waiting, 

{!)) In the next two sentences, o^f functions first as an adverbial particle and then as a preposition. She 
took off her coat. She took her coat off the hook. In the first sentence, off shows the direction in which she 
moved the coat while off in the second sentence indicates the relationship between coat and hook 

(c) In spite of its different positions, on functions as an adverbial particle in both sentences below. 
On modifies the verb turn (see on (5) on page 51) : tap is the object of the verb turn in both cases. John 
turned the tap on. John turned on the hoi- water tap. 

Now consider the function of on in the following sentence. Peter turned on the boastful youth and 
struck him. In this sentence on is a preposition and shows the relationship between the boastful youth 
and the verb turn ( — become hostile). (See turn (up)on in Chapter 5.) The boastful youth is the object 
of the preposition on. not of the verb turned. 

(d) The following example illustrates how slight the difference frequently is between prepositions and 
adverbial particles. In both sentences through functions as an adverbial particle, modifying the verb read: 
in the second sentence, however, through could easily be confused in function with a preposition. / have 
read your essay through and think that it is good. I have read through your essay and think that it is good. 

The distinction between an adverbial particle and a preposition need not trouble the overseas student 
unduly, except where it relates to a problem of word order. See page 93. 

The following list contains the common adverbial particles and similar adverbs: 

about, above, across, after, afterward(s). along, around, aside, away, back, backward(s), before, 
behind, below, between, beyond, by, down, downward(s), forth, forward(s). in. inside, inward(s), 
off. on, out. outside, outward(s). over, past round, through, under, up. upward(s). 

Adverbial particles differ from other adverbs in certain ways. Most of them are best regarded as 
helping to form a new verb, for they change, or add to. the meaning of the verb, however slightly. Thus 
the particle is really an integral part of the phrasal verb, separable often in word order but nevertheless 
constituting a single unit. 

Most particles generally function in one of the following five ways: 

(1) Many cause a verb to assume a new or a subsidiary meaning. The widow earned on as if nothing 
had happened, (continued) Let's take a rest; I'm done for (worn out) Long dresses have gone out this year 
(ceased to be fashionable) 

(2) Some particles assume a new or special meaning, with a verb but do not change the normal 
meaning of that verb. He talked down to his pupils, (talked condescendingly to) Speak out. (Speak loudly 
or candidly) As the verb retains its usual meaning in such cases, it is often possible to deduce the 
meaning of the whole collocation: e.g. look o\/e/- = inspect; switch on = connect. 

(3) Other particles provide stress, emphasis, or a sense of completion. Let me finish this off before 
I leave. She gathered up the toys. Hurry up or we shall be late. 

(4) Others function in a similar way to ordinary adverbs, helping to form a collocation which maintains 
a literal meaning. She got in her car and drove away (or off) without speaking. He decided to go out and 
see a film. He jumped up as soon as I entered, 

(5) A number are similar in function to prepositions. .Although they are linked to the verb and conform 
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to the same rules of word order, etc. as other adverbial particles, a noun equivalent following 
them is often understood (though not expressed). Take your hat off [your head). Sf)e came down (the stairs) 
to greet her guests. AN John's friends railied round (him). 

A few particles which at first appear to give a verb a new meaning (as in the first group), really conform 
to the fifth group. At fast the poor vi^oman came to (consciousness). 

Section I 

Section i contains a deiaiied list of common adverbial particles and similar adverbs, showing their chief 
meanings and usages. The meaning of most phrasal verbs included in this section should be clear from the 
meanings of the verb and the particle taken separately. Consequently, students should experience little 
difficulty in understanding the meanings of these collocations: each unit in the combination maintains a 
literal or straightforward meaning. The meanings of certain particles (e.g. away, down, off, out up) vary 
subtly according to the verb with which they are used. Although such particles defy too rigid a classifica- 
tion, they are treated under an appropriate general heading and many are included again in Section II of 
this chapter. (Section II concentrates on those phrasal verbs whose meaning must be learnt independently 
of the separate words that form each unit.) 

Word order is not denoted in this section, for In almost every instance the verb and Its particle in a 
transitive phrasal verb are separable (i.e. the direct object may appear either before or after the particle). 
See page 55 for a note on word order. A few of the more important usages are included again In the list 
of phrasal verbs in Section II. 

All the phrasal verbs given under the headings and sub-headings of each particle are common com- 
binations. The lists are not exhaustive and serve merely to show the most common verbs which are used 
with the particle concerned. Unless other instructions are given, the lists of phrasal verbs contain (i) in- 
transitive phrasal verbs and (ii) transitive phrasal verbs. The inclusion of the same verb in both lists 
signifies that the collocation may be used either without or with a direct object. 

Note that a verb may be transitive by itself and yet produce with a particle an Intransitive phrasal verb. 
For example, although give is normally transitive, the phrasal verb give up is intransitive In the following 
sentence: After the third unsuccessful attempt to scale the north face of the mountain, the climbers gave 
up and went home. Again, while carry is usually transitive, the phrasal verb carry on can be Intransitive: 
Don't wait for me to begin eating: please carry on. Phrasal verbs thus offer a convenient means of making 
intransitive use of transitive verbs by the addition of a particle. (See also Paragraph 2 of Section II on 
page 55.) 



about (1) here and there. Several children were 
running about when I arrived at the school; some 
others were standing about in the playground. 
A few boys were kicking a ball about 

A lack of purpose or aim Is frequently implied 
when about is used with (i) verbs which express 
movement and (ii) verbs which express no move- 
ment. Cf- around. 

(i) bustle about, drive about, fly about, gad 
about, get about, go about, hasten about hurry 
about, kick about, lurk about, march about, move 
about, play about, race about, ride about, roam 
about run about rush about, sail about, sneak 
about swim about, throw about, walk about, 
wander about etc. 

(ii) iaze about, lie about, linger about loiter 
about loll about look about lounge about, sit 
about, stand about, wait about, etc. 

(2) rudely.'" roughly, impolitely. The sergeant 
ordered his men about with a sadistic satisfaction 
Don't pull the little girl's toy about 



barge about, handle about, knock about, order 
about pull about push about shove about, etc. 
(3) in the opposite direction. When we turned 
about we saw a lion watching us. He suddenly 
faced about and looked into the eyes of his 
assailant 

above overhead, at a higher point / realised that 
there was someone swimming above, so I re- 
mained motionless on the ocean bed. The men 
in the tunnel heard the guards marching above, 
A dark cloud suddenly passed above. See 
over (5). 

across Come across to our house this evening. 
HI bring the book across soon. He fetched across 
a bottle of wine from the cupboard on the other 
side of the room. 

Used frequently to suggest movement over a 
short distance. Cf. along (2), over (7), and 
round (5). 

after (1) later, next. / know that this is an English 
lesson, but what lesson comes after? Although 
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Jimmy seemed indifferent wfiile you were talking 
to him, I f)eard him crying after. 
(2) behind. (Rarely used) 

Jack fe// down and broke his crown. 
And Ji!l came tumbting after. 

(From a nursery rhyme) 

afterward(s) later, next. What are you doing after- 
wards? We shaU have a recess afterwards. 

Similar in meaning and often interchangeable 
with after (1). 
along (1) on, onwards (continuing in the same 
direction). See on (1). He began to feel quite 
happy as he walked along. The young man helped 
his mother along. The policeman ordered along 
the two youths who were loitering. 

Used with (i) verbs which express movement 
and (ii) verbs which express the causing of move- 
ment. 

(i) come along, crawl along, drive along, fly 
along, get along, glide along, go along, hasten 
along, hurry along, march along, move along, 
pass along, plod along, ride along, roll along, run 
along, rush along, sail along, scurry along, shuffle 
along, stride along, sweep along, swim along, 
trail along, travel along, walk along, wander 
along, etc. 

(ii) bring along, carry along, drive along, fetch 
along, help along, move along, order along, pass 
along, pull along, push along, send along, take 
along, etc. 

(2) Bring your records along this evening. He 
brought along a friend of his to the party. 

Used to suggest movement over a short dis- 
tance. Cf. across, over (7). and round (5). 
around Many out-patients were waiting around to 
see the doctor. 

Cf. about (1). A similar lack of purpose is 
implied by around in the following collocations. 

play around, sit around, stand around, wait 
around. 

See round. Note that around is usually inter- 
changeable with round. 
aside to or on one side. He suddenly jumped aside 
as the car approached. They threw aside their old 
toys. Step aside while I talk to you. Mr Jenkins 
put aside his magazine and walked towards the 
door. The speaker turned aside to ask the chair- 
man for a glass of water. 
away (1 ) at a distance (from), not near. The doctor 
is away on holiday this week. He stayed away 
from school for two months. Keep away or else 
I shall call the police. 

(2) to another place, to a distance. The beggar 
ran away when he saw the dog. He turned away 



when he saw the injured man. The fierce dog 
frightened me away. ShaU I throw away all this 

rubbish? 

Used with verbs to mean (1) depart and 
(ii) remove or cause to depart 

(i) come away, crawl away, drive away, edge 
away, fly away, get away, go away, hasten away, 
hurry away, limp away, march away, move 
away, pass away, race away, ride away, roll 
away, run away, rush away, sail away, scamper 
away, shuffle away, slide away, slip away, sneak 
away, spring away, stagger away, stride away, 
swim away, tear away, travel away, walk away, 
wander away, etc. 

(ii) bear away, bring away, call away, carry 
away, cast away, drive away, fetch away, fling 
away, frighten away, hold away, kick away, 
laugh away, lead away, lure away, move away. 
order away, pull away, push away, send away, 
take away, tear away, throw away, thrust away. 
toss away, whisk away, etc. 

(3) in a different direction. Sfie looked away 
after the accident had occurred, Paul turned 
away in disgust. 

(4) The water has bo/led away. The snow 
melted away when the sun started shining. He 
washed away the stain. Rust has eaten the 
iron away. 

Used to express disappearance, loss, or des- 
truction. (Some of the following phrasal verbs are 
also included in Section II of this chapter, where 
their meaning and an example of usage are 
given.) 

boil away, burn away, clear away, cut away, 
drain away, eat away, explain away, fade away, 
gamble away (one's money), give away, melt 
away, ooze away, pass away, pine away, pour 
away, rot away, scrape away, scrub away, 
smooth away (difficulties), wash away, waste 
away, wear away, wipe away, wither away, etc. 

The following collocations are frequently fol- 
lowed by time or opportunities (e.g. dream away 
one's time, one's opportunities, etc.). 

dream away, idle away, laze away, loiter away. 
sleep away, trifle away, while away. 

(5) The pirates dug away until they reached 
the buried treasure. The little girl talked away for 
over an hour. The soldiers fired avway at the 
target. 

Used to suggest a continuous action with 
many verbs expressing different kinds of 
activities. Cf. on (2). 

dance away, dig away, eat away, fire away, 
laugh away, paint away, read away, sing away, 
talk away, toil away, work away, write away. etc. 
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back (1) away from the front, to the rear. The 
policeman stood back to /at the queen pass. He 
pulled his son back from the terrible sight He 
could not hold back the angry dog. 

(i) come back, draw back, get back, go back, 
keep back, lie back, move back, sit back, stand 
back, step back, turn back. etc. 

(ii) bring back, carry back, hold back, putt 
back, push back, put back. etc. 

(2) to an original position or state. Please come 
back to our house when the meeting is over. We 
decided to walk back. Take this book back to Mrs 
Jones. I will pay back everything I owe. 

(i) climb back, come back, drive back, fly 
back, get back, go back, hasten back, hurry 
back. Journey back, limp back, march back, 
move back, ride back, run back, rush back, sail 
back, stagger back, swim back, travel back, 
walk back. etc. 

(ii) bring back, call back, carry back, give 
back, kick back, move back, pass back, pay 
back, pull back, push back, put back, send back, 
take back, throw back. etc. 

(3) in a reverse direction. He forgot to turn 
back the clock. 

Note that while backwards can often be sub- 
stituted for back in many contexts, back cannot 
always replace backwards. I know the poem so 
well that I can recite it backwards. The motor in 
the projector is now running backwards. Little 
Tony was playing at walking backwards down the 
steps. 

(4) Call the grocer back, please; I've forgotten 
to order some butter. "I'll see back the old 
lady whom I've Just met, " the kind man said. 

ask back, call back, help back, invite back, 
order back, persuade back, see back, show back, 
etc. 

(5) ago, in(to) the past. Xome back with me 
to the Middle Ages, " began the story-teller 

(6) Is she back yet? I'm back at last from the 
long journey. 

Used after be to mean have returned. 
backward(s) (1) in a reverse direction. The motor 
is running backwards. The clever child said the 
alphabet backwards. 

(2) towards the back. He looked backwards in 
the direction of the house he had just left. 
before (1 ) already, in the past. Tom told me that he 
had seen the film before. Have you ever been 
here before? 

(2) ahead, in front (Rarely used) Go before and 
see if the road is clear. 
behind (1) at or to the back, in the rear. His wife 
stood patiently behind while the conjuror per- 



formed all the tricks he knew. Look behind. Now 
can you see the car? The car was so powerful 
that it soon left the others behind. Several regi- 
ments took part in the parade; all the recruits 
marched behind. 

(i) come behind, drive behind, fly behind, get 
behind, go behind, keep behind, leave behind, 
lie behind, look behind, march behind, move 
behind, pass behind, ride behind, run behind, sail 
behind, travel behind, walk behind, etc. 

(ii) bring behind, carry behind, hold behind, 
pull behind, push behind, put behind, etc, 

(2) in an inferior or a lower position. John must 
work harder: he has fallen behind this term. The 
boy was so intelligent that he soon left the rest of 
the class behind. 

Used chiefly with the verbs fall and leave. 

(3) in the past (and finished). Put this un- 
pleasant experience behind and concentrate on 
the future. Those hard days are behind now: I 
have already forgotten about them. 

beiow (1 ) in or to a lower place. Sign below please. 
"I have left all my equipment below/' said the 
mountaineer as he reached the tiny camp near 
the summit. 

(2) below the deck of a ship: downstairs. The 
captain took the visitors below. We went below 
to our cabin. Ann is not in the bedroom. Is she 
below? 

Used chiefly with the following verbs to express 
the above meanings. 

be below, go below, order below, push below, 
send below, take below. 
between in a place between other things. Look at 
the two tall trees on the right. What stands 
between? I can see nothing between. 
beyond past, further on. 'The vast desert lies 
beyond/' said the guide as he pointed to the 
distant horizon. The little boy gazed at the rivers 
and plains, and saw the sea beyond. 
by (1) past, in front of. He drove by without even 
glancing at me. I waved to her as I passed by. 

come by, creep by. drive by, fly by, glide by, 
go by, hasten by, hurry by, march by, move by, 
pass by. ride by, roll by, run by, rush by, sail by, 
scurry by, slide by, slip by, squeeze by, stride by. 
sweep by. swim by, tear by, travel by, walk by. 
etc. Cf. past. 

(2) near. The accident occurred when nobody 
was by. The boy felt reassured as he caught sight 
of his father standing (close) by. 

Note that by is used with this meaning after 
verbs expressing little or no movement; the 
adverb close is sometimes found before by in 
such contexts. 



back/forth 49 



be by, keen by., lie by, sit by. stand by, stay by. 
stick by, wait by, etc. 
down (1) frorrs a higher to a lower position or 
state. The little boy jumped down when he saw 
the policeman. He came dovvn to where I was 
standing. She pulled the blind down. His dog 
was knocked down by a fast car. 

Note that when there is even the vaguest hint 
of movennent downwards, down is used after the 
verb. Come down to our house tonight He's 
down at the bottom of the garden. 

(i) climb down, come down, drive down, drop 
down, fall down, fly down, get down, glide down, 
go down, hurry down, jump down, march down, 
move down, pass down, ride down, roll down, 
run down, rush down, slide down, slip down, 
spring down, step down, swim down, swoop 
down, topple down, travel down, tumble down, 
walk down. etc. 

(ii) beat down, bend down, bring down, carry 
down, cast down, drive down, fling down, gulp 
down, hew down, knock down, lay down, let 
down, move down, pass down, pluck down, 
pour down, press down, pull down, push down, 
put down, roll down, send down, strike down, 
take down, tear down, throw down, tread 
down. etc. 

(2) (adopt) a lower position. He bent down to 
nick up the coin. Sit down at once. We kneel 
down in church. 

Used to emphasise the downward movement 
already implied in the verbs in the following 
collocations. 

bend down, bow down, hang down, kneel 
down, lie down, sit down. etc. 

(3) (be or cause to be) in a lower position. He 
held the cover down until the wind had stopped 
blowing. He tied down the loose end. 

bind down, fasten down, fold down, hold 
down, keep down, lash down, nail down, pin 
down, press down, screw down, stay down, 
stick down, strap down, tie down, weight down, 
etc. 

(4) downstairs. Is John down yet? Please call 
him down. 

Note that down is also used with the general 
meaning of cause or help a person to come 
down. 

allow down, ask down, be down, bring down, 
call down, help down, invite down, let down, 
order down, persuade down, etc. See up (8). 

(5) to a less important place, from a city or 
town to the country, from an inland place to the 
sea, from university to one's home, from north 
to south, etc. Antonym — up (9). / am going 



down to Stratford-on-Avon this week-end. (i.e. 
from London— even though Stratford is north of 
London on the map. Some people would say 
up). The Brown family went down to Brighton 
for their annual holidays. Smith was sent down 
(from the university) for his part in the hoax. 
^'Travel down to see me soon," the Yorkshire 
youth told his friend in Glasgow. 

come down, drive down, flow down, go down, 
hurry down, journey down, march down, ride 
down, rush down, sail down, travel down, etc. 

(6) to a reduced or a weaker state, sometimes 
signifying completion of destruction. (Some of 
the phrasal verbs in the list below are also in- 
cluded in Section II of this chapter, where their 
meaning and an example of usage are given.) 
The whole building was burnt down. The storm 
has A70VV died down. Who cut these trees dovv'n? 
His car has broken down. He watered down the 
strong medicine so that it became almost taste- 
less. 

batter down, boil down, break down, burn 
down, chop down, close down, cool down, crush 
down, cut down, die down, file down, grind 
down, hunt down, knock down, melt down, mow 
down, narrow down, shoot down, slow down, 
strike down, track down, trample down, water 
down. etc. 

Note : talk a person down = silence a person 
by talking. 

(7) Lee washed the car down while Mrs Turner 
was shopping. The housewife soon mopped down 
the corridor. 

Used with certain verbs to express the idea of 
cleaning with water 

clean down, mop down, rub down, scrub 
down, wash down, etc. 

(8) Our history teacher told us to write down 
what he said in the lesson. Inspector Bryant 
noted down all the facts the witness gave. 

Used with certain verbs with the general 
meaning of put in writing (for the purpose of 
remembering or of keeping a record). 

enter down, mark down, note down, write 
down. etc. 
downward(s) The bird flew downwards. He 
pressed the handle downwards. 

Similar to down (1) and (3) in meaning, but 
rarely interchangeable. 
forth forwards (in general view. etc.). (Literary, 
archaic) 77?/^ plant blossoms forth in March every 
year. He called his son forth. The king sent forth 
a large army. 

(i) blossom forth, come forth, drive forth, go 
forth, hasten forth, issue forth, journey forth. 



»0 Phrasal Verbs 



march forth, move forth, pour forth, ride forth, 
roll forth, run forth, rush forth, sail forth, set 
forth, shoot forth, stride forth, travel forth, 
venture forth, walk forth, etc. 

(11) bring forth, call forth, carry forth, drive 
forth, hold forth, move forth, pull forth, push 
forth, put forth, send forth, set forth, take forth, 
etc. 
Qrvvard{s) towards the front. He ran forward to 
greet his old friend. 

Forward(s) can be used with almost any verb 
which suggests movement or the cause of move- 
ment. See on (1). 
1 (\) He came in and took off his coat. He walked 
in without saying a word. Bring your friend in. 
He carried in the wounded man. Who invited her 
in? Don't let them in. 

Used (1) with verbs of movement to mean 
enter and (ii) with verbs and a direct object to 
mean cause, help, or invite to enter. See out (1 ). 

(i) climb in, come in, crawl in, drive in, drop in, 
edge in, get in. go in, hasten in, hum/ in, march 
in, move In, pass in, roll in. run in. rush in, sail 
in, scurry in, shuffle in, sneak in. stagger in. step 
in, stride in, swim in. travel in, troop in, walk 
in, etc. 

(ii) allow in, ask in, bring in, call in, carry in, 
drive in, drop in, fetch in, get in, help in, invite in, 
let in, move in, order in, pull in, push in, put in, 
see in. send in, show in, take in, throw in, usher 
in. etc. 

(2) inside, at home. As it was raining, we 
decided to stay in. Is John in? She kept her 
children in throughout the cold winter. See 
out (2). 

be in. dine in, eat in, keep in, lock in. remain in, 
settle in. stay in, stop In, etc. 

Note: board in = take one's meals where one 
lives, live in = live in residence at a university or 
in the same building where one works. 

13) Inside. She went to the cage and shut the 
monkey in. 

Used with certain verbs with the general mean- 
ing of keep inside. 

bar in, fasten in. fence in, hem in. shut in, wall 
in. etc. 

(4) The importance of the information gradually 
sank in. The teacher tried hard to drive it in that 
the pupils must go to bed early before their 
examinations. 

Used with certain verbs to mean penetrate or 
cause to penetrate. 

drive in, hammer In. knock in, press in, push in. 
rub in, screw in. set in, sink In, stick in. wedge In, 
etc. 



(5) in an inward direction. The headlights of 
the car appeared to turn in. His left foot tumed in 
as he walked, 

bend in. curve in, go in, move In, point in, 
turn in, etc= 

(6) We called in to see how John was. Look in 
when you next pass my house. I've just dropped 
in to ask you a few questions. 

Used with certain verbs to mean visit. 
call In, drop In, look in, pop in, etc. 

(7) All competitors should hand in their entry 
forms to one of the judges. Give your papers in 
to me, please. He put in a request for leave. 

Used in circumstances similar to those in the 
examples to mean give to the proper authority 
(or authorities). 
inside Please go inside at once before you catch 
cold. If you don't see me outside the cinema, you 
will know that I am waiting inside. 

Similar in meaning and usually interchangeable 
with in (2) and (3). 
inward(s) towards the Inside. The man's feet turned 
inwards as he walked. The tips of these shoes 
point inwards. 

Similar in meaning and often interchangeable 
with in (5). Antonym = outward(s). 
off (1) no longer on, separated, detached. i4 button 
has dropped off. The handle of the watch has 
come off. Lift the lid off, please. He took out the 
chocolate and broke off a piece for me. 

(i) break off, come off. drop off, fall off. fly off, 
get off, go off, move off. roll off, slide off. slip off. 
wear off, etc. 

(ii) bite off, blow off, break off, brush off, cast 
off, chop off. clean off, clear off. cordon off, cut 
off, fence off, get off, hand off, kick off, knock off, 
mark off. move off, peel off, pick off, pluck off, 
pull off, push off, rope off, rule off, scrape off, 
shake off, shave off (a beard), slice off, snap off, 
take off, tear off, throw off, wipe off. etc. 

Used with the second list of these verbs to 
mean detach or separate. 

(2) (get) down from. The little boy was trying 
to stand on the wall when he fell off. The cat 
jumped off and came to me. 

climb off, dive off, fall off, get off, jump off, 
slide off. slip off, step off, tumble off. etc. 

(3) away. She got in her car and drove off 
without speaking. I have to hurry off to a meeting 
now. The travellers drove the robbers off. They 
sent off their two sons to school in England. 

Used with (1) verbs suggesting movement to 
mean depart or leave and with (ii) certain other 
verbs to mean cause to depart or leave. Cf. 
away (2). 
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(I) creep off, dash off. drive off, fly off, get off, 
go off, hasten off, hurry off, limp off, march off, 
move off, race off, ride off, run off, rush off, sail 
off, scamper off, set off, shuffle off. sneak off, 
start off, stride off, swim off, troop off, walk off, 
etc. 

(ii) bear off, call off, carry off, drive off, frighten 
off, lead off, move off, push off, send off, 
shoulder off, stave off. take off. ward off, etc. 

Note also: pay off (=pay and discharge) ; 
pension off ( = dismiss with a pension); sign off 
(= register one's departure by signing). 

(4) Please take your coat off. He pulled off his 
gloves. 

Used with certain verbs to mean remove 
(clothes, etc.). See on (6). 

draw off. get off, leave off, pull off. slip off, 
strip off. take off, tear off, throw off, etc. 

Note: help off = help a person off with his 
clothes. 

(5) The pain has now worn off. The effects of 
the drug slowly passed off. He wiped the writing 
off. She rubbed off the chalk mark. 

Used with certain verbs to mean disappear or 
cause to disappear or to express completion. 
(Some of the following phrasal verbs are also 
included in Section II of this chapter where their 
meaning and an example of usage are given.) 

(i) clear off, die off, doze off, ease off, pass off, 
tail off. wear off, etc, 

(ii) clean off. cross off, drain off, finish off, get 
off, kill off, pour off, round off, rub off. scrub off, 
strike off. wash off, wipe off, etc. 

Note also: sleep off (one's cares, fatigue, 
drunkenness). 

(6) Switch the light off, please. He turned off 
the fan. 

Used chiefly with the following verbs to mean 
disconnect. 

put off. shut off, switch off, turn off. 

Used also with be or go (in a similar sense) to 
mean not function. See on (5). The water is off. 
The light went off. 
on (1) along, forward. We decided to drive on in 
spite of the storm. Come on; don't make us late I 
The policeman ordered the idle men on. 

Used with verbs to mean (i) move forwarder 
progress and (ii) cause or help to move forward. 
See along (1). 

(i) come on, drive on, fly on, get on, go on, 
hasten on, hurry on. journey on, march on. pass 
on, plod on, race on, ramble on, ride on, roll on, 
run on. rush on, sail on, shuffle on. slide on. 
stagger on. stride on. swim on, tramp on, travel 
on, walk on. wander on, etc. 



(ii) bring on, carp/ on, cheer on, drive on, fetch 
on, goad on, help on, lead on, move on, order on, 
pass on, pull on, push on, send on. spur on, take 
on. urge on, etc. 

(2) He read on without taking much notice 
even when his father spoke to him. He worked on 
throughout the air-raid. 

Used with verbs to suggest the continuation of 
an activity. Cf. away (5). 

carry on, dance on, draw on, eat on, keep on, 
labour on, live on, muddle on, paint on, ramble 
on. read on, sing on, sit on, sleep on, stay on, 
talk on, toil on, work on, write on, etc. 

(3) on top of, on the surface of. The little boy 
gazed at the toy horse for a long time before 
climbing on. She went to the table and put a 
cover on. I took the vase off the mantelpiece and 
lifted the heavy clock on. 

(i) climb on, come on, crawl on, drop on. fall 
on, get on, go on, jump on, leap on. march on, 
move on. ride on, roll on, run on. rush on, sail on. 
slide on, spring on. step on, travel on, tread on, 
walk on, etc. 

(ii) bring on, drag on, fling on, hurl on, kick on, 
lift on. move on, pass on. press on, pull on, push 
on, put on, set on, throw on, etc. 

(4) attached. The plaster .has stayed on. He 
kept his hat on while in church. She fastened on 
the hood of the car. 

Used to mean (i) remain attached, not fall off 
and (ii) cause to remain attached. 

(i) hang on, hold on, keep on. leave on, stay on. 
stop on. tag on, etc. 

(ii) bolt on, fasten on, fix on, hold on, keep on, 
leave on, nail on, pin on. screw on, sew on, 
stitch on, stop on, tie on, etc. 

(5) Put the radio on. please. He turned on the 
electric light. 

Used chiefly with the following verbs to mean 
connect 

put on. switch on, turn on. 

Used also with be or go (in a similar sense) to 
mean function. See off (6). The electricity is on. 
Soon all the lights went on again. 

(6) covering. Try this shoe on for size. He had 
a new suit on. (=was wearing) She slipped on 
her coat. 

Used with certain verbs to mean put on or 
wear (clothes, etc.). 

draw on. get on, have on, pull on, put on, slip 
on, try on, etc. See off (4). 

Note: help on = help a person on with his 
clothes, 
out (1) away, towards the outside. He has just 
gone out. The man ran to the window and 
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jumped out. Bring the animal out now. He 
managed to drive out the intruders. 

Used (i) with verbs of movement to mean go 
outside (or away) and (ii) with verbs and a direct 
object to mean cause, help, or invite to go out 
See in (1). 

(i) ciimb out, come out, crawi out, creep out, 
drive out drop out, fall out, flow out fly out get 
out, go out, hasten out, hurry out, jump out. leak 
out, march out, move out pass out, race out, ride 
out, roll out, run out rush out, sail out, scamper 
out set out. shuffle out slip out sneak out. 
stagger out, start out step out, stride out swim 
out troop out, venture out, walk out, wander 
out, etc. 

(ii) allow out ask out bring out, call out, carry 
out. drive out, empty out fetch out, get out, help 
out, invite out, kick out, let out, move out. order 
out pluck out, pour out press out. pull out, 
pump out, push out. put out, roli out. see out, 
send out, show out, smoke out take out, tear 
out, throw out. wrench out wring out etc. 

(2) outside, not at home, etc. He stayed out 
until very late. Bill's friend tried hard to keep the 
police out while Bill destroyed the evidence. The 
fence serves to keep out stray cattle. Is the doctor 
still out? 

See in (2). 

be out. camp out dine out eat out keep out, 
lock out remain out shut out. sleep out stay out, 
stop out etc. 

Note : board out — take one's meals away fronn 
the place where one lives, live out = not live in 
residence at a university, etc. or in the same 
building where one works. 

(3) The fire has died out and only the ashes 
remain. He thought out the whole plan. Every- 
thing has been sold out. He blew the candle out. 
The servant managed to wash out the stain. 

Used with verbs to express disappearance, 
obliteration, completion or result Out has so 
many subtle shades of meaning in collocations in 
this group that the meaning of each phrasal verb 
and an example of its usage are given in 
Section II of this chapter. 

bail out, burn out, buy out. cancel out, carry 
out clean out, clear out, cross out, crowd out, 
die out. eke out, empty out. fade out, fag out. 
figure out fill out, find out flood out, follow out, 
give out hear out, help out hollow out, iron out, 
knock out, last out, leave out. miss out pick out. 
pour out, put out puzzle out, reason out rig out, 
rinse out. rout out rub out. scrape out. scratch 
out, scrub out, search out. see out. seek out. sell 
out, shake out. sketch out, smooth out, sort out. 



space out spit out, spy out. step out strike out 
sweep out, tap out, tear out. thin out think out, 
throw out, tire out tr\' out. turn out, wash out, 
watch out, wear out, weed out, weigh out, wipe 
out vvork out. etc. 

(4) Be careful: the wall of the cave sticks out 
near here. The bird spread its huge wings out. 
She held out her left arm. 

Used with verbs to mean (i) project or extend 
and (ii) cause to project or extend. 

(i) bend out. bristle out, bulge out, hang out, 
jut out. poke out, shoot out, stand out, start out 
stick out. stretch out swell out. turn out, etc. 

(ii) fill out, hang out, hold out, point out, poke 
out, pull out push out put out. reach out, spread 
out, stretch out turn out etc. 

(5) A fire broke out in the warehouse last night 
Used with verbs to express sudden movement 

or activity. 

break out burst out, call out cry out gasp out 
laugh out scream out shout out. etc. 

(6) in an outward direction. He gazed out for 
a long time but could see no sign of a ship. The 
boot of the car turns out at the end. 

bend out curve out gaze out, go out, look out 
open out, peer out, point out. shoot out, turn out 
etc. 

(7) Please give these books out. He shared out 
the profits. 

Used with verbs to mean distribute or circulate. 

deal out dish out (a meal, papers, etc.), divide 
out, dole out, give out, hand out, hire out, lend 
out. mete out (justice, rewards), pass qui, pay 
out, rent out, send out serve out, share out. 
etc. 

(8) clearly, completely. Speak out, please; I 
can't hear you. He spent a long time copying the 
poem out. He wrote out the whole essay. 

call out copy out. cry out, draw out, mark out, 
read out, shout out. sing out, speak out, spell out, 
write out, etc. Cf. up (6). 

Note: say out means say fully or candidly: 
speak out can also mean speak candidly. 

(9) He put the light out. Turn out the gas fire 
when you go to bed. She blew out the candle. 

Used with the above verbs to mean extinguish 
outside Let's go outside to see how deep the snow 
is. Who left the dog outside? 

Similar in meaning and usually interchangeable 
with out (2). 
outward(s) towards the outside, away from a place. 
The man's feet turned outwards as he walked. 
The tips of those shoes point outwards. 

Similar in meaning and often interchangeable 
with out (6). .Antonym — inwardfsj. 
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over (1 ) finished, completed, fs the storm over yet? 
The meeting was over by seven o'clock. 

Used with this meaning chiefly after the verb 
to be. 

(2) across, from one side to another. Did he 
come over to speak to you? He saw us and drove 
over. He helped the blind man over. He brought 
over a bottle of wine. 

Used with (1) verbs which express movement 
and (ii) verbs which express the causing of 
movement. 

(i) climb over, come over, crawl over, cross 
over, drive over, fly over, freeze over, get over, 
go over hasten over, hurry over, journey over, 
jump over, leap over, limp over, march over, 
move over pass over, race over, reach over, ride 
over, roll over, run over, rush over, sail over, 
scurry over, shuffle over, spring over, step over, 
stride over, swim over, topple over, travel over, 
walk over, wander over, etc. 

(ii) bring over, call over, carry over, change 
over, drive over, fetch over, hand over, help over, 
lift over, move over, order over, pull over, push 
over, put over, send over, spread over, take over, 
throw over, etc. 

(3) down, away from an upright position. The 
priceless vase fell over and broke. Who pushed 
the vase over? The car knocked over two police- 
men. 

(i) bend over, drop over, fall over, go over, heel 
over, lurch over, roll over, slide over, slip over, 
slump over, stumble over, topple over, tumble 
over, turn over, etc. 

(ii) bend over, blow over, kick over, knock 
Over, move over, pull over, push over, tip over, 
turn over, etc. 

(4) Turn down the gas; the milk is boiling over. 
Used with the following verbs to express move- 
ment upwards and outwards. 

boil over, flow over, run over. 

(5) above. A dark cloud suddenly passed over 
Used with similar verbs as over (2). 

(6) thoroughly, carefully. He looked the car 
over before he decided to buy it / will think over 
the whole matter. 

Used with verbs to mean inspect, deliberate, or 
consider 

go Over, look over, read over, talk over, think 
over, etc. 

(7) Come over to our house tonight. Bring your 
friends oven too. He fetched over the whole 
group. 

Used to suggest movement over a short dis- 
tance. Cf. across, along (2). and round (5). 
past by, in front of. He never even looked at me as 



he drove past. Do you mind if I squeeze past? 
Over a hundred soldiers marched past 

Cf. by(1). 
round (1) in a circular direction. The big wheel 
began to turn round. Push the car round here. 
Turn round the last picture so that we can all 
see it. 

Used with (i) verbs which express movement 
and (ii) verbs which express the causing of 
movement. 

(i) come round, crawl round, creep round, 
drive round, fly round, go round, hurry round, 
journey round, march round, move round, race 
round, ride round, roll round, run round, rush 
round, sail round, scurry round, slide round, swim 
round, swing round, travel round, turn round, 
twist round, veer round, walk round, wander 
round, wheel round, etc. 

(ii) bring round, carry round, drive round, fetch 
round, help round, lift round, move round, pull 
round, push round, put round, send round, take 
round, etc, 

(2) here and there. Several people were rush- 
ing round, doing nothing. Let us look round 
before we buy anything. 

Cf. about (1) and around. 

(3) from one to another. He went round, asking 
each person to vote for him. She carried the fruit 
round. Hand round the chocolates, please. 

Used with (i) many verbs expressing movement 
(similar to round (1) and (2)); and (ii) the follow- 
ing verbs. 

bring round, carry round, give round, hand 
round, pass round, show round, serve round, 
take round, etc. 

(4) by a longer route (to avoid an obstacle). 
We could not climb over the wall so we had to 
go round. 

Used with similar verbs as round (1). 

(5) Come round to see us this evening. Bring 
your friend round, too. He asked round several 
neighbours. 

Used to suggest movement over a short dis- 
tance (especially when it is necessary to make 
a detour to avoid an obstacle). Cf. across, 
along (2), and over (7). 

(i) come round, drive round, go round, hasten 
round, hurry round, march round, race round, 
ride round, roll round, run round, rush round, 
step round, stride round, walk round, wander 
round, etc. 

(ii) ask round, bring round, call round, carry 
round, fetch round, invite round, move round, 
order round, pass round, pull round, push round, 
send round, take round., etc. 
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through from one end to the other, from one side 
to the other. The thick jungie did not hinder our 
troops: they marched through and captured the 
viiiage. He did not stop at the traffic lights, but 
drove through at red. The sentry sJept the whole 
night through. The woman never knows what to 
do but she a/ways muddies through. 

Used with numerous verbs with the above 

meanings. 

under in or to a lower place or condition. / saw the 

damaged boat go under. The prisoner heid the 

barbed wire while his companion crawled under. 

(i) climb under come under, crawl under, cross 
under, drive under, fly under, get under, go under, 
march under move under, pass under, ride under, 
roll under, run under, rush under, sail under, step 
under, swim under, walk under, etc. 

(ii) bring under, carry under, fetch under, help 
under, lift under, move under, pull under, push 
under, put under, take under, etc. 
up (1) to a higher place, upwards. They climbed up 
and soon reached the top of the steep cliff. The 
man in the audience stepped up and began to 
sing. Pass the sack up, please. Pull up your socks. 

Used to mean (I) move upwards and (li| cause 
to move upwards. 

(i) bear up, bob up, climb up, come up, crawl 
up, creep up, drive up, fly up, get up. go up. 
hasten up, hurry up, journey up, march up, move 
up, plod up, race up, ramble up, reach up, rear 
up, ride up, roll up, run up, rush up, sail up, 
scamper up, shoot up, slide up, spring up, start 
up, step up, stride up, swim up, travel up, walk 
up, etc. 

(ii) bring up, carry up, drive up, fetch up, get 
up, haul up, jack up (a car), lift up, move up. 
pass up, pick up, pluck up. pull up. push up, put 
up, raise up, send up. snatch up, take up, throw 
up, toss up, etc. 

(2) to or in an erect position. He got up when / 
entered the room. The boy heard the noise and 
sat up. He pulled the injured man up. As soon as 
it started to rain, he turned up the collar of his 
coat. 

(i) get up, jump up, leap up, look up. sit up. 
stand up, etc. 

(ii) bend up. bring up, call up, hold up, move 
up, prop up, pull up. push up. put up, set up, 
take up, turn up, etc. 

(3) In a higher place. Several paintings were 
hanging up. How does the balloon stay up? He 
hung the painting up. What does he use to keep 
up the chart? 

Used with verbs to mean be or cause to be in a 
higher place. 



fix up, hang up, hold up, keep up. pin up, post 
up (a notice), put up, screw up, stay up, stick 
up, stop up, strap up, tie up, etc, 

(4) to a certain place. A stranger came up to 
speak to me. He ran up and asked the man to 
help him. 

Used with verbs xpressing movement to 
mean approach. 

(5) Has the reservoir already dried up? We 
decided to pack up and return home. Who blew 
the bridge up? He drank up all the wine. 

Used with many verbs to express completion, 
finality, or destruction, or to provide emphasis. 
Up has so many subtle shades of meaning in 
collocations in this group that the meaning of 
each phrasal verb and an example of its usage 
are given in Section II of this chapter. 

add up, bind up, blaze up, blow up. bolster up. 
book(ed) up, brace up, break up, brush up, burn 
up, button up, buy up, carve up, catch up, check 
up, cheer up, chop up, clean up, clear up, close 
up, clutter up. count up, cover up. curl up, cut up, 
dam up, dig up, do up. drink up, dry up, ease up, 
eat up, end up, enter up, fasten up, fill up, finish 
up, flare up, fold up, follow up, gang up. gather 
up, give up, grow up. heap up, hoard up, hurry 
up, hush up, join up, keep up. lap up, lick up. light 
up, line up, load up, lock up, makeup, mix up, mop 
up. muddle up. muster up. pack up. patch up, 
pile up, play up, plough up, pluck up, polish up, 
pump up, rake up, read up, reckon up, render up, 
rig up, rise up, rub up, ruffle up, save up, saw up. 
serv'e up, set up, sew up, shake up, shut up, 
slice up, snow(ed) up. soak up, speed up, split 
up, stir up, stitch up, store up, sum up, summon 
up, swallow up. sweep up, swell up. tear up, 
think up, tidy up, tie up, tip up, top up, trip up, 
use up, wake up, warm up, wash up, wind up, 
wipe up, wither up. wrap up, wrinkle up, write 
up, etc. 

(6) loudly, clearly. Speak up, please; I can't 
hear you. Janet answered up when the visitor 
addressed her. 

answer up, read up. sing up, speak up. talk 
up, etc. 
Cf. out (8). 

(7) out of bed. Is he up yet? The children were 
allowed to stay up until midnight 

be up, get up, stay up, stop up, wait up, etc. 

(8) upstairs. The children have already gone 
up to bed. Ask him up for a moment: I'm in the 
bedroom. The two boys brought up a doctor to 
see their sick father. 

See down (4). 

(9) to a more important place, from the 



through/upwardis) 55 



country to a city or town, from the sea to an in- 
land place, from one's home to university, from 
south to north, etc. Antonym = down (5). We 
are going up to London for the day. The Brown 
family landed at Dover and went up to Canter 
bury. The term starts in October but I am going 
up 3 month earlier to do soma research. Why 



dont you come up to visit me? There's an express 
from Yorkshire up to Edinburgh every morning. 
upward(s) The balloon floated upwards until at 
last it was a tiny speck high in the sky. He pulled 
the handle upwards. 

Similar to up (1) in meaning, but rarely inter- 
changeable. 



Section II 



The reader is advised to treat each phrasal verb in the following section as a new and complete unit, which 
may often be replaced by one word of similar meaning. Although the words or phrases given as equivalents 
can sometimes be substituted for the phrasal verb, the reader must realise that it is extremely difficult to 
provide an accurate synonym for certain phrasal verbs. Many words which at first sight seem synonymous 
are not interchangeable. The reader should also note that verbs which are interchangeable must be written 
m the correct tense, person, mood, and voice; often, for example, a gerund following a phrasal verb may 
have to be changed into the infinitive (and vice versa) if a new verb is substituted. 

Transitive phrasal verbs may consist of: (i) transitive verb + particle: The angry motorist told the 
cyclist off. ( = reproved, scolded) or (ii) intransitive verb + particle: You can sleep it off on Sunday morning. 
(-recover from excessive eating, drinking, a party, etc.). Conversely an intransitive phrasal verb can be 
formed not only from an intransitive verb + particle but also from a transitive verb -h particle: If we don't 
hurry, well never catch up. {-draw level with) 

Usually adverbial particles can be separated from transitive phrasal verbs by the noun object. Phrasal 
verbs that are separable are denoted in this section by the sign (S) after the meaning of the collocation has 
been given, jn such cases nouns or short noun phrases may be placed immediately after the verb (or Im- 
mediately after the particle): 



or 



VERB 


f NOUN 


+ 


ADV. PARTICLE 




blow 


a bridge 






up 


( = destroy by explosion) 


count 


a person 






out 


(= exclude) 


hold 


a meeting 






over 


(= postpone) 


put 


the clock 






back 


( = retard) 


take 


a person 






in 


( = cheat) 


VERB 4- ADV. PARTICLE 


+ 


NOUN^ 




blow 


up 






a bridge 




count 


out 






a person 




hold 


over 






a meeting 




put 


back 






the clock 




take 


in 






a person 





Personal pronouns which follow separable verbs, however, must generally be placed immediately after the 
verb: 



VERB 


+ 


PRONOUN 


+ 


ADV. 


PARTICLE 


blow 




it 






up 


count 




him/her 






out 


hold 




it 






over 


put 




it 






back 


take 




him/her 






in 



All transitive phrasal verbs are separable (i.e. can be separated) unless: 

(i) they are used in the passive: The bridge was blown up. The meeting was held over. He was taken in 
Dy the rogue's smart appearance. 

' Note: The emphasis is often on the noun in this pattern rather than on the act itself. Cf. He took in MrAlikari: (emphasis 
on MrAlikari) and He took Mr Alikari in (emphasis on the act of cheating or deneiving) 
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(ii) the particle is followed by a preposition' as in these examples: It all boils down to the fact that he is 
lazy, (is reduced to) He is cut out for a teacher, (is fitted for) I cannot put up with his arrogant manner, 
(tolerate) 

(ill) the object of the verb is a long one: Jimmy asked in the stranger he met in the street She picked up 
the book which had been lying on the table. Have you weighed up your chances of success in the tourna- 
ment? (considered carefully) 

Apart from these exceptions, all the verbal collocations which are not separable are either (a) intransi- 
tive phrasal verbs: As soon as she came to, she asked about her son. (recovered consciousness) The 
captain realised that they could not ho/d out much longer, (resist) Darkness soon set in. (fell) 

or (b) NOT phrasal verbs at all but verbs followed by prepositions: I came across several old friends, 
(rnet by chance) Mr Wright does not ho/d with such behaviour, (approve of) The robbers set on the 
traveller, (attacked) Such collocations are dealt with in Chapter 5. 

Thus, the ability to distinguish between a particle and a preposition in a collocation often helps to 
throw light on the difficult problem of word order. 

Adverbs and adverbial phrases are generally placed either 

(i) before the phrasal verb: / quickly ate up all my dinner. The captain continually spurred on his team, 

or (ii) after the particle in the verb+noun (or pronoun)-}- adv. particle pattern: / ate all my dinner up 
quickly. The captain spurred his team on continually. 

or (iii) after the noun in the verb -h adv. particle -h noun pattern : / ate up all my dinner quickly. The captain 
spurred on his team continually. 

In a few cases it may prove difficult to determine whether a collocation consists of a verb -^particle 
^preposition or a verb + t compound) preposition. Generally speaking, up to and Ot/t o' have been regarded 
as equivalent to ordinary prepositions, and most of the collocations containing up to and o^yfaA have been 
included in Chapter 5 ; all other similar collocations are listed in this chapter. 

(s) = separable 

add in include. (S) Please add me in: I would like backed away when they saw the fierce dog at the 

to go on the picnic with you all. travellers side. 

add up find the total of two or more numbers. (S) back down give up a claim. The claimant backed 

You must have made a mistake when you were down and was content to take only his normal 

adding the bill up. Surely, it cant be so much. share. 

add up (to) result (in). It all adds up to this: she is back out (of) withdraw (from). He had to back out 

entirely untrustworthy. nf the deal owing to his recent misfortunes. 

answer back retort. (Colloquial) (S) Don't answer back up support (a claim or a person). (S) Alt of 

back when your parents talk to you. ^^5 vv/VV back you up at the election. 

answer up reply clearly and without delay. Janet u -i * -^ -^ « 1 

^ ^ ^ "f y bail out provide money for a person s release 

ansv^^ered up when the visitor addressed her. ^^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^.^^ ^S) A rich frier^d soon 

answer up (to) have a ready reply (to). H,s wife came and bailed Joe out. 

answered up to every questiryn the ponce asked. 

, . 1 % ■ -^ / V . bail (or bale) out (1 ) escape from an aeroplane by 

ask down (or up) invite (a person) to come down- ' ca^a^r^ .r^n. an aci^Miai-c uy 

^ . , ■ ^ ,r> II .1 -- parachute. The pf lot ba fled out when the aircraft 

stairs (or upstairs). (Generally separated) Mrs , , , . ,, 

-, ^ , . ,. , , , ^ „ , plunged down in flames. 

Short, the mvaltd, asked Ann up to talk to her. /^T . r ^ ... ^ , _. 

, . . . , V - . (2) throvv water out of a boat, etc. We bailed 

ask in tnvite (a person) into a house, a room, etc. ^ , , -, . ^ 

,^ .. .... ,. , . out for several hours until the boat was seaworthy 

(Generally separated) Ask your friend m: we 

,.,,,', . ■ once agatn. 
would all like to meet him. 

ask out invite (a person) to a meal, a dance, the ^^"^Y 3^^"* discuss lightly (or jokingly). (S) No 

cinema, or any other form of entertainment. ^"^ ^'^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^"' ^^^rets being bandied 

(Generally separated) Barbara is always being about 

asked out^ but no one ever asks poor Jane out barge in intrude. (Slang) We were having a private 

back away move back slovvly (in the face of a meeting until you barged in. 

threat, difficulty, danger, etc.). The two robbers bark out say petulantly. "Why on earth don't you 

' Note: A preposition in brackets denotes that the phrasal verb can also be used without this preposition. 

e.g. boil down (to) When it all boils do\A/n. we have to admit that his action was the only possible one in the circum- 
stances. 

BUT put up with / cannot put up with him. {With cannot be ornitted in this collocation.) 
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go away?" Mrs Turner barked out when the 

saiesman opened his case. 
bear away win. (S) The captain bore away the 

championship. 
bear down overthrow, crush. (S) He bore down 

all the opposition that came in his way. 
bear down (on or upon) approach purposefully, 

approach in a determined way. The master bore 

down on Smith as he was entering the school. 
bear out confirm. (S) His statement bears out the 

rumour that we heard. 
bear up not despair. You must try to bear up even 

though you feel sad. 
beat about tack. (Used of boats) The yacht had to 

beat about for several hours owing to the strong 

head winds. 
beat about (for) search (for). He beat about for an 

answer to the probiem of how the criminal entered 

the room. 
beat down force a person to lower his prices. (S) 

/ wanted a hundred dollars for the vase, but the 

customer beat me down to sixty dollars. 
beat off (or back) repel. (S) The villagers beat off 

several attacks of the terrorists. 
beat up (1) strike a person severely. (Slang) (S) 

The big bully beat up several boys. 

(2) mix thoroughly. (S) Beat up the ingredients 

and then boil. (Recipe) 
bed down prepare a bed. (Slang) The soldiers 

bedded down for the night under the shelter of 

the tall trees. 
bend down The little boy bent down and picked 

up the coin. 
bend over "Bend over, " said the teacher as he took 

out his cane. 
bind down (1) secure. (S) Bind down the ropes 

around the load on the lorry. 

(2) restrict, limit. (Often used in the passive) 

(S) We mustn't bind the architect down too much: 

he will want to develop his own ideas about the 

house. The young scientist felt bound down by 

all the rules and regulations. 
bind up (1) tie up. (S) The postman bound the 

damaged parcel up with a piece of strong cord. 
(2) bandage (wounds, etc.) (S) Nurse Taylor 

has already bound up the little boy's sprained 

ankle. 
black out (1) become unconscious, faint. (Col- 
loquial) She blacked out while she was driving 

the car. 

(2) prevent light showing (through windows, 
etc.). The whole town was blacked out during 
the air-raid. 
blaze away (1) fire away. Our guns blazed away 
at the enemy. 
c 



(2) ask 3 person questions in rapid succession. 

The audience blazed away at the speaker. 
blaze up (1) burst suddenly into fiame. The fire 

blazed up as soon as the wind changed direction. 
(2) become suddenly angry. He blazed up when 

they mentioned his son's name. 
block in draw a picture without adding details. (S) 

The artist quickly blocked in the sketch and took 

it to his studio. 
block up obstruct so as to make access impossible. 

(S) The snowdrift blocked up the entrance to the 

garage. 
blossom out (or forth) become lively and gay. He 

used to be very quiet, but he has blossomed out 

since he came to live here. 
blot out (1) wipe out destroy. (S) The entire army 

was blotted out in that disastrous campaign. 
(2) obscure. (S) The moon blotted out part of 

the sun during the eclipse. 
blow in arrive. (Slang) He has Just blown in from 

Alaska. 
blow out put out a flame (by blowing). (S) Scrooge 

blew out the candle and got into bed. 
blow over die down, be forgotten. Wait until the 

scandal blows over. 
blow up (1) fill with air or gas, inflate. (S) Laura's 

father blew up all the balloons for the party. 

(2) explode; destroy by explosion. (S) Sud- 
denly the whole barrel blew up. The soldiers blew 
the bridge up. 

(3) become angry, lose ones temper. (Slang) 
The manager blew up when his assistant told him 
about his mistakes. 

(4) arise. A storm suddenly blew up. 

board in take one's meals where one lives. Are 

you boarding in at the college? 
board out take one's meals away from the place 

where one lives. Most of the students board out, 

since there is an excellent train service to the 

college. 

board up close (a door, a window, etc.) by nailing 
boards across. (S) The workmen boarded up the 
hole in the wall 

boil away (1) continue boiling. The water in the 
big pan has been boiling away for the last ten 
minutes. 

(2) boil until nothing is left (i.e. until every- 
thing has evaporated). The milk has all boiled 
away. 

boil down be reduced by boiling. The water has 
boiled down and now there is not enough to 
make tea. 

boil down (to) be reduced (to). (Colloquial) It all 
boils down to the fact that he wants to work near 
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his home and thus finds it difficult to obtain a 

suitable job. 
boil over (1) boil and flow over the side. The water 

is boiling over: turn the gas down. 

(2) be agitated, burst into passion, (Colloquial) 

Suddenly she boiled over and told us what she 

really thought of him. 
bolster up support. (S) John tried to bolster up his 

courage by laughing at the humorous side of the 

situation, 
booked up engaged. (Used only in the passive) 

I'm afraid I cannot see you this week: I'm booked 

up every evening. 
bound up in very interested in. (Used only in the 

passive) Most scholars are bound up in their work. 
bound up with closely connected with. (Used only 

in the passive) This whole problem of overcrowd- 
ing is bound up with the refugee question. 
bowl over ( 1 ) knock down. (S) As he began to cross 

the street a lorry came round the corner and 

bowled him over. 

(2) overcome with shock. (S) The news of his 

death completely bow^led us over 
brace up (to) give firmness (to), support. Brace 

yourself up to the difficult task in hand. 
branch out (1) become very active. Tom has cer- 
tainly branched out since he left school. 

(2) begin or develop a (new) business. The 

firm has branched out and now has several 

agencies in Africa. 
brave out see (a thing) through, defy (a person or 

a thing). (S) He could only brave out the storm of 
protest and hope for the best. 
break away (from) escape (from), free oneself (of). 

Oliver eventually reformed and broke away from 

his evil companions. 
break down (1) smash, demolish. (S) The angry 
man broke down the sma^H door and ran into the 
room, 

(2) stop functioning. The engine has broken 
down. 

(3) collapse through ill-health or great emo- 
tion, lose control. When he heard the sad news, 
he broke down and wept. 

(4) analyse. (S) Break down these figures and 
produce a report on the subject 

break in (1) interrupt. (Colloquial) / was just about 
to discuss the South American question with him 
when his wife broke in. 

(2) enter (a building, etc.) by force. Thieves 
broke in last night and damaged a lot of furniture. 

(3) tame, train to labour (S) It took many 
men to break in the wild stallion. 

break off (1) separate by breaking. (S) Harry took 



uut the chocolate, broke a piece off and gave it 
to me, 

(2) stop, disrupt, terminate. (S) Shortly before 

the war, England broke off diplomatic relations 

with Germany, 

break out (1) escape. Several prisoners have broken 

out and are now at large in the vicinity of the jail. 

(2) begin (suddenly). (Used with unpleasant 
things such as wars, fires, fear, plagues, and 
diseases) War broke out in 1939. 

(3) appear (suddenly). The sun finally broke out 
and the rain stopped. 

(4) become covered with. The poor boy broke 
out into red spots. 

(5) utter. He broke out into such curses that 
everyone trembled. 

(6) exclaim. ''Stop it at once!" he broke out, 
break up (1) break into pieces. (S) The thieves 

broke up the desks in their search for money. 

(2) stop, finish. The school has already broken 
up for the holidays. 

(3) depart; disperse. (Separable when transi- 
tive) The angry crowd gradually broke up when 
the police arrived. The police managed to break 
the angry crowd up. 

bring about cause (to happen). (S) What has 

brought about this misunderstanding ? 
bring back recall. (Generally not separated with a 

noun) / brought back (to mind} our schooldays. 
bring down (1) humble. (Slang) (S) He needs 

bringing down a peg or two. 

(2) lower, reduce. (S) The shopkeeper brought 

his price down to five dollars. 
bring forth cause, produce. (Archaic) (S) The rain 

brought forth every kind of flower. 
bring forward (1) introduce, propose. (S) Who 

brought this matter forward? 

(2) carry figures to the next page. (S) You must 

bring forward last month's total on to this page. 
bring in (1) introduce. (S) The foreigners brought 

in many of their own customs, 

(2) produce as profit, yield. (S) The sale has 
brought in a large sum. 

(3) earn. (S) They bring in a lot of money every 
week. 

(4) pronoCince (a verdict). (S) The jury brought 
in a verdict of not guilty. 

bring off accomplish successfully, achieve. (S) 
Only Jones could have brought off such a big 
business deal. 

bring on cause to result in. (S) Excitement usually 
brings your asthma on. The boy's fever was 
brought on by camping out in the rainstorm. 

bring out (1) reveal, expose. (S) He told the story 
in such a way as to bring the full pathos out. 
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(2) publish. (S) When are you bringing out 
your next novel? 

(3) introduce into society. (3) Anns parents 
are bringing her out this year. 

bring over convert. (S) Over a thousand natives 
have been brought over to our religion. 

bring over (or round) bring (a person or a thing) to 
one's house. (S) Bring your friend round tonight 
and well have a game of cards. 

bring round (1) persuade (a person) to agree with 
one's proposal, opinion, suggestion, etc. (Gener- 
ally separated) The two youths at last brought 
the old man round to their point of view. 

(2) revive. (Generally separated) r/?/s /?7ecy/c//7e 
will soon bring her round. 

bring to restore to consciousness. (Generally 
separated) A bucket of water was used to bring 
him to. 

bring under subdue. (Generally separated) William 
the Conqueror soon brought the English under 

bring up (1) introduce to notice (in a discussion, 
etc.). (S) We decided to bring the matter up at the 
next meeting. 

(2) rear, educate. (S) The kind old couple agreed 
to bring up the young orphan. 

(3) be sick. (Colloquial) (S) During the voyage 
he brought the meal up. 

browned off be bored. (Generally used in the pas- 
sive) (Slang) / am browned off with this mono 
tonous task 

brush aside (or away) ignore. (3) The chairman 
brushed aside my suggestion. 

brush over paint lightly. (S) Please brush this sec- 
tion of the wall over. 

brush up revise. (S) You must brush your French up. 

buck up cheer up, make an effort. (Slang) (S) 
/ tried to buck him up but it was no use. 

build in make as part of the actual building, (Gener- 
ally used in the passive) (S) The cupboards in the 
bedroom were all built in. 

build up (1) cover with houses. (Often used in the 
passive) (S) They are building up the whole dis- 
trict This area has been built up very recently. 

(2) establish gradually. (S) He has built up a 
good name for himself 

bump off murder. (Slang) (S) Al Capone threatened 
to bump off anyone who stood in his way. 

burn away (1) continue burning. The fire was still 
burning away when I returned two hours later 

(2) be wholly or partially destroyed by burning. 
The top part of the candle has already burnt 
away: we had better return to the entrance of 
the tunnel. 

burn down destroy by burning. (Used of buildings) (S) 
The rebels burnt down all the barns in the district. 



burn out (1) burn to nothing. The fire burned {it- 
self} out a long time ago, 

(2) drive out (a person or an animal) by fire. 
(S) The villagers decided to burn the rats out 
before using the cave to store their food. 

burn up (1) destroy by fire. (S) The gardener burnt 
up all the rubbish. 

(2) blaze again, burst into flame. The fire burnt 
up as soon as the petrol was thrown on it. 

burst forth break out. (Literary, archaic) Tears sud- 
denly burst forth and ran down her cheeks. 

burst in interrupt. / was Just discussing his problem 
when you burst in. 

hurst out (1 ) suddenly show emotion. He burst out 
laughing at the end of the speech. 

(2) exclaim. "Give me back my money I" he 
burst out. 

bustle about go about, appearing to be very busy 
and active. She is always bustling about and 
never has a moment to spare. 

butt in intervene. Jones and Wong were having a 
good chat until Lee butted in. 

butter up flatter. (Slang) (S) He buttered his 
chief up. 

button up fasten with buttons. (S) He buttoned his 
jacket up before walking into the room. 

buy in (1) buy a large stock of. (S) Hearing of the 
likelihood of a typhoon, Mrs Wong bought in as 
many tins of food as she could carry. 

(2) bid for one's own goods in an auction to 
prevent others from buying them too cheaply. 
(S) Mr Rich's agent was instructed to buy in the 
paintings if the bidding was low. 

buy out (1) buy the ownership of a business. (S) 
It's no use trying to buy him out: his business is 
prospering so much that he will never sell. 

(2) pay money to free a person from an obliga- 
tion (usually military). (S) The boy's parents de- 
cided to buy their son out when he told them how 
much he regretted enlisting in the army. 

buy over (or off) bribe. (S) Mr Moneybags tried to 
buy over the customs officer. He could not buy 
the police off. 

buy up buy everything. (S) David bought up the 
entire stock of brushes. 

buzz off (or away) go away. (Slang) The tourist 
told the guide to buzz off. 

call away call to another place. (Separable but 
generally used in the passive) Her husband has 
been called away on urgent business. 

call forth elicit. (S) The project he had undertaken 
called forth all his enthusiasm. 

call in (1) visit (briefly or casually) Mr Fry called in 
to see me when he was visiting the factories near 
my home. 
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(2) send for. (S) They called a doctor in \A/hen 
their father showed no sign of recovery. 

(3) order the return of. (S) Sovereigns were 
called in by the government many years ago. 

ca!! off {1 ) divert, distract. (S) Call off your dog at 

once I 

(2) cancel. (S) The young couple decided to 

call off the wedding. 
caii out (1) shout cry, exclaim. (S) He called her 

name out 

(2) summon (troops, etc.) for action. (S) The 

police were called out to help in the evacuation of 

the villagers in the flooded area. 
call up (1) remember, recollect. (Rare) (S) The old 

man called up many memories of his youth. 

(2) bring into the imagination or recollection. 
(S) The words of the song call up the old days 
when we were all young and gay. 

(3) summon for military service. (S) Every man 
in England used to be called up at the age of 
eighteen. 

(4) telephone. (S) Call me up tomorrow morn- 
ing. 

camp out The boys took their tent and decided to 

camp out in the wood. 
cancel out make up for, balance. (S) Saving your 

life has cancelled out the debt I owed you for 

helping to set me free: now I shall tell you what 

I really think of you. 

carry along persuade, urge towards. iS) His speech 
carried everyone along, and we all volunteered 
for the dangerous task. 

carry away (1) take to another place, remove. (S) 
The ambulance carried away the injured man. 

(2) be or make very excited, be or make in- 
spired. (S) The entire gathering was carried away 
by the heroic speech. 

carry forward (or over) transfer to a new page or 
account. (S) Carry this figure over to the next 
page before entering up next month's results. 

carry off (1) take away by force or without per- 
mission. (S) The Vikings looted the village and 
carried off the women. 

(2) win, succeed. (S) Our runners weresuccess- 
ful in carrying off the coveted prize. 

carry on (1 ) manage, conduct. (S) Business is being 
carried on as usual. Who will carry your affairs on 
for you while you are away? 

(2) continue. The widow carried on as if nothing 
had happened. 

(3) misbehave. (Coiioquial) The sailors were 
soon drunk and carried on disgracefully. 

carry on (with) flirt (with). (Colloquial) Arthur is 
carrying on with Valerie at present. 



carry out put in practice. (S) He found it hard to 

carry out his threat 
carry through (1) accomplish (in the face of diffi- 
culty or delay). (S) Lloyd George carried through 

most of his reforms. 

(2) sustain. (Generally separated) ChurchilTs 

determination carried him through. 
carve out gain for oneself. (S) He carved this job 

out (for himself). 
carve up cut into pieces. (S) Mr Williams carved 

the joint up and gave each of us a piece. 
cash in (on) profit (from) Many shopkeepers cashed 

in on the shortage of sweets by raising their 

prices. 
cast about (for) search (for). The stranger cast 

about for a likely place to spend the night 
cast aside throw to one side, discard. (S) Cast care 

aside and enjoy yourself 
cast away wrecked. (Used only in the passive 

voice) The three men were cast away on the 

desert island for a year. 
cast down (1) throw down. (S) The boy cast down 

his book in despair. 

(2) be depressed. (Passive voice) He was cast 

down by his failure. 
cast off (1) throw off, take off. (S) Mr Lee has at 

last cast off his old suit and bought a new one. 

(2) finish knitting (a certain piece). (S) The old 
lady cast off and then started on the sleeves of 
the cardigan. 

(3) throw off the rope holding a boat to the 
shore. (S) The sailors cast off and we proceeded 
up the river. 

cast on begin knitting. (S) His mother cast on 
eighty stitches and started on the main part of 
the cardigan. 

cast up calculate, add. (S) The accountant cast up 
all the figures on these pages. 

catch on (1) become popular. The fashion of wear- 
ing bow ties is catching on. 

(2) understand. (Slang) He saw me winking 
and suddenly caught on. 

catqh out (1) discover a person to be at fault etc. 
(Generally separated when transitive) The ex- 
aminer caught many students out with that ques- 
tion. 

(2) dismiss a batsman. (S) The batsman was 
caught out for five. Who caught him out? 

catch up (on) bring up to date. (Colloquial) I must 
catch up on my reading. 

catch up (with) become level (with). Although the 
pupil was absent for a term, he soon caught up 
with the others. 

cave in (1) collapse, subside. The narrow tunnel 
suddenly caved in^ trapping the party inside. 
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(2) yield., admit oneself beaten. (Slang) My 

opponent caved in before the end of the debate. 
chalk up write (a score, etc.) with chalk. (S) Who 

will chalk up the score during the match? 
check in register one's arrival. (American coiio- 

quialisnn) The workmen checked in at eighto'clock 

in the morning. 
check out register one's departure. (American col- 
loquialism) Please leave the key here when you 

check out. 
check up (on) check thoroughly concerning. The 

detective checked up on all the visitors to the 

house. 
cheer on encourage with cheers (during a race, a 

game, a fight, etc.). (S) The schoolboys went to 

the match to cheer their team on. 
cheer up become happy or make happy. (S) Cheer 

up I Everything will be all right. The priest tried 

to cheer John up by telling him a joke. 
chew over meditate uoon, ponder upon. (S) The 

judge chewed the matter over before making a 

decision. 
chime in join in. add. "May John come?" Peter 

chimed in. 
chip in interrupt. (Slang) Ann chipped in just as her 

husband's employer was discussing an increase 

in salary with him, 
choke off discourage, dissuade. (Colloquial) (S) 

Bill wanted to join the mountaineering party but 

the leader choked him off 
chop up cut into small pieces. (S) He chopped the 

wood up and put it on the fire. 
clean down brush or wash a wall, a car, etc. (S) 

/ spent all day cleaning the car down. 
clean out (1) empty, make clean and tidy (usually 

a room, a box. a drawer, a cupboard, one's 

pockets, etc.). (S) The servant will soon clean out 

the cupboard. 

(2) be without money, having lost all one's 

money. (Generally used in the passive) / was 

cleaned out by those rascals and hadn't enough 

money to get home. 
clean up (1) tidy up. (S) The room has not been 

cleaned up after last night's party. 

(2) acquire (as profit). (Colloquial) (S) They 
cleaned up a tidy sum by selling their tickets at 
a high price just before the concert. 
clear away (or off or out) (1) get rid of. (S) He 
cleared out the old records from the cupboard. 

(2) go away. (Often used as a rough com- 
mand) (Slang) Clear off before I call the police! 
clear up (1) tidy up. (S) The servant cleared up the 
mess you left You must soon clear the place up. 
(2) solve, explain. (S) The mystery has already 
been cleared up. The police cleared the matter up. 



(3) become bright. When the weather clears 
up, we'll go for a walk. 

clock in (or on) register one's arrival. The work- 
men clocked in at eight o'clock. 

clock out (or off) register one's departure. Every- 
one clocked off at five sharp. 

close down shut permanently. (S) The cinema 
closed down as soon as television became popu- 
lar. Mr Jackson knew business was poor and 
soon closed his shop down. 

close in (on or upon) surround, envelop. Darkness 
soon closed in on the travellers. 

close up (1) close completely, block. (S) The old 
road has now been closed up. 

(2) come nearer to one another. The long line 
of soldiers closed up and advanced steadily for- 
wards. 

cloud over (or up) The sky has quickly clouded 
over: I think there will soon be a storm. 

clutter up make untidy. (S) "Don't clutter your desk 
up, " the teacher told Peter. 

comb out reject after strict scrutiny, obtain by in- 
vestigation and selection. (S) The police combed 
out the entire neighbourhood in their search for 
the leaders of the riot 

come about happen. It came about that we both 
left Malaya on the same boat 

come along (1) progress. How is your novel com- 
ing along? 

(2) hurry. Come along now, or else we shall be 

late. 
come away (1) leave. "Come away at once!" 

cried the anxious mother as she saw her child 

near the precious vase. 

(2) become detached. The knob of the wireless 

set came away in my hands. 
come back (1) return. / shall be waiting for you 

when you come back. 

(2) recur to memory. It suddenly came back to 

Alan where he had seen the boy before, 
come down (1) descend. "Come down!" Mrs 

Bligh shouted to the boy who was up the ladder. 

(2) become lower or cheaper. The price of 
petrol has come down in this country. 

(3) be humbled. He has come down in the 
world since you last saw him. 

(4) be handed down by tradition. The Dragon 
Boat Festival has come down to the Chinese 
through many centuries. 

come down (upon) punish, rebuke. The head- 
master came down upon all the offenders. 

come forward present oneself, answer an appeal. 
An unknown benefactor came forward with a 
large cheque at the end of the meeting. 
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come in (1 ) enter. The door opened and his mother 
came in. 

(2) serve a purpose. My aid cricket bat has 
come in (useful) as a garden post. 

(3) take a certain place in a competition, etc. 
Jones came in second in the mile event 

(4) become fashionable. Short skirts have 
come in this year. 

come in for (1) receive (usually blame or abuse). 

The engine-driver came in for a lot of blame after 

the crash. 

(2) inherit. The two sons came in for most of 

the old man's wealth. 
come off (1) be detached. The minute hand of my 

watch has come off. 

(2) emerge. In the test he came off with 
flying colours. 

(3) be successful. Your plan has come off after 
all. 

(4) take place. His piano recital is due to come 
off at the end of the month. 

(5) be taken off, cease to function. This play 
is due to come off at the end of this month. 

come on (1) advance, progress. Your pupil has 
come on a lot since I last heard him. 

(2) begin, arise. We went home when the 
storm came on. 

(3) thrive. (Colloquial) Those plants are coming 
on well. 

(4) Try harder! Do better! (Used as an inter- 
jection) Come on. School House' 

come out (1) become known. When the examina- 
tion result came out, he had already got a job. 

(2) enter society. Christine^ who is now 7 7, is 
due to come out next month, 

(3) go on strike. The workers came out (on 
strike) last week. 

(4) result. Everything has come out as we 
wanted. 

(51 be published. C. P. Snows new book will 
come out next week. 

come out (with) utter, disclose, tell. He suddenly 
came out with a very strange story. 

come over change sides. Italy came over to our 
side during the war. 

come over (or round or across) visit (casually). 
Come over and have a meal with us next Mon- 
day. 

come round (1) recover consciousness, revive. 
When the cyclist came round after the accident, 
he found himself in bed in a strange room. 

(2) change sides or opinions. The blackmailer 
knew that his victim would eventually come 
round to his way of thinking. 

come to regain consciousness, revive. When the 



boxer came to, he was already being carried to 
the dressing-room. 
come up (1) ascend. Come up and take a look at 
the bedroom. 

(2) approach. The stranger came up and asked 
me the way to the station. 

(3) begin to grow (i.e. seeds, plants, etc.). The 
sweet peas haven't come up yet: I sowed the 
seeds more than a month ago. 

(4) arise. / shall attend the ceremony unless 
anything important comes up, 

come up to be equal to (In standard). Your work 
does not come up to Smith's. 

come up (with) draw level with, overtake. The 
sports car quickly came up with our family saloon. 

conjure up describe, summon, imagine. (S) He 
conjured up weird pictures of tribal customs. 

cook up concoct. (Slang) (S) How did you manage 
to cook up such a fantastic excuse? 

cool down (or off) become cool or calm. Let an 
angry parent wait for a few minutes before he 
sees the principal: by then he should have cooled 
down. 

cordon off The police cordoned off this area. (S) 

cotton on (to) understand, (Slang) / found it diffi- 
cult to cotton on to what he was trying to tell me. 

cough up (!) blurt out, admit reluctantly. (Slang) 
(Generally not separated with a noun) He refused 
to cough up the whereabouts of his partner, 

(2) produce, give. (Slang) (Generally not sepa- 
rated with a noun) Can you cough up a cigarette. 

count in include. (Generally separated) Count me in 
if you decide to go on a picnic. 

count out (1) exclude. (Generally separated) Cow/if 
us out: the plan is much too dangerous. 

(2) count aloud up to ten (i.e. ten seconds) to 
determine if a boxer cannot rise to his feet and 
Is therefore beaten. (Often used in the passive) 
(Generally separated) The challenger was counted 
out in the second round. 

count up add up (a list of figures, etc.). (S) Count 
these figures up once more. 

cover up hide. (S) The clerk tried to cover his mis- 
take up by tearing a page out of the register. 

cover up (for) take the place (of), substitute (for). 
(Slang) Dyson covered up for me while I was 
absent. 

crack up extol, praise. (Generally used in the pas- 
sive) (Slang) (S) He was cracked up as being the 
greatest pilot of the war 

crop up appear unexpectedly. (Colloquial) Several 
problems have cropped un and I cannot go to 
Australia now. 

cross off (or out) remove by crossing. (S) He 
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crossed out his friend's name on the list of volun- 
teers and wrote his own name instead. 

crowd out keep out by filling a building or a space, 
etc. (Generally used in the passive) (S) The room 
was crowded out and vs/e could not even find a 
place to stand. 

cry down depreciate. (S) Ivirs Smith was constantly 
crying down her son's ability as an artist. 

cry off back out, withdraw. They did promise to 
come, but yesterday they cried off. 

cry out shout out. He cried out that he was inno- 
cent 

cry out (against) complain bitterly (against). The 
prisoners cried out against their cruel treatment. 

curl up The cat curled up and went to sleep in front 
of the fire. 

cut down (1) fell. (S) The lumberjacks cut down 
the huge oak tree. 

(2) reduce. (S) You must try to cut down your 
housekeeping bill. 

(3) kill. (S) The epidemic cut down many of our 
best men. 

cut in (1) join in abruptly (or rudely). We were 
having a pleasant conversation until Tom cut in. 

(2) nnove suddenly in to one's own side of the 
road too soon after overtaking, (Used in reference 
to motoring) The careless driver overtook me on 
a corner and then cut in, thus causing me to 
swerve violently. 

cut off (1) separate by cutting. (S) She cut off a 
small piece of cake and gave it to me. 

(2) disconnect. (S) The telephone operator cut 
us off in the middle of our conversation. 

(3) kill or seriously Injure. (Generally used In 
the passive : to be cut off = to die) He was cut off 
in the prime of life, 

(4) disinherit. (S) His father cut him off without 
a penny. 

(5) isolate, intercept. (S) The enemy cut off all 
the supplies from the advancing army. 

cut out (1) remove by cutting. (S) Was it you who 
cut this photograph out? 

(2) cut paper, cloth, etc. into a smaller, desired 
shape. (S) The dressmaker soon cut out a skirt 
for the little girl. 

(3) make by cutting. (S) The natives cut out a 
narrow path through the jungle to the isolated 
spot 

(4) omit, leave out. (Colloquiai) (3) The doctor 
told the patient to cut out all starchy foods. 

(5) stop. (Colloquial) (S) Cut the jokes out! 
Let's be serious now. 

(6) move suddenly over to the other side of the 
road in order to overtake, etc. (Used in reference 



to motoring) The vehicle in front of me cut out 

and then there was a loud bang. 
cut out (for) have the desired qualities (for), be 

suitable (for). (Colloquial) (Used in the passive) 

He is cut out for a teacher. 
cut up (1) cut into pieces. (S) Mrs Brown cut the 

cake up and gave each of us a piece. 

(2) destroy. (S) The enemy aircraft cut up the 
entire village. 

(3) criticise severely. (Slang) (S) The old mana- 
ger cut up every word in his assistants report. 

(4) distressed, disappointed. (Generally used in 
the passive) (Slang) She is very cut up about her 
failure. 

dam up hold back (by making a dam). (S) The 
engineer has decided to dam up the river at this 
point 

dash off ( 1 ) hurry away. She was about to dash off 
to school when I called. 

(2) write or sketch quickly. (Used transitively) 
(S) Jack dashed off a letter to the editor. 

deal out distribute. (S) The invigilator dealt out 
the papers to all the candidates. 

deliver up (or over) abandon, surrender. (S) The 
travellers delivered up their jewels to the high- 
wayman. 

die away (1 ) grow fainter. The fugitives sighed with 
relief as the noise of the car engine died away. 
(2) gradually disappear. The sea breeze died 
away in the evening. 

die down gradually subside. / was not able to dis- 
cover what had happened until all the excitement 
died down, 

die off die one by one. All the birds died off during 
the cold winter 

die out (1) fade away, disappear. The flames soon 
died out, and the room became cold again. 

(2) become extinct. This type of bird has now 
died out as a result of indiscriminate shooting. 

dig in prepare a trench. (A military term) The sol- 
diers finished marching and dug in for the night 

dig out (1) get out by digging. (S) Several sheep 
had to be dug out of the deep snowdrift. 

(2) find (Slang) (S) He dug out a faded photo- 
graph and showed it to me. 

dig up (1) break up the ground by digging. (S) 
Have you finished digging your garden up yet? 
(2) remove from the ground by digging. (S) 
The pirates dug up the buried treasure. 

dine in eat (dinner) at home. Mr Rich told his ser- 
vant to prepare a meal, as he was dining in that 
evening. 

dine out eat (dinner) away from home (in a res- 
taurant or at a friend's house, etc.). We did not 
buy any food because we intended to dine out 
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dish out serve, give out. (Slang) (S) The teacher 

dished out notes shortly before the examination. 
dish up (1) serve (a meal). (S) The servant dished 

up the dinner before all the guests were ready. 
(2) present a series of facts. (Colloquial) (S> 

His assistant dished up a long list of all the ad- 
vantages of the new machine. 
do away with (1) remove, destroy, abolish. Our 

modern civilisation has finally done away with 

slavery, 

\2) kill. (Slang) 77?^ gang threatened to do away 

with me if ever I informed the police. 
do down cheat, get the better of. (Siang) (S) The 

cunning salesman did me down when he sold 

this bicycle to me. 
do for be ruined, be injured, be worn out. (Gener- 
ally used in the passive) (Colloquial) Lets finish 

p/aying now: i'm done for. 
do in (1) kill. (Slang) (S) He threatened to do in all 

those who had betrayed him. 

(2) exhaust. (Generally used in the passive) 

(Colloquial) / was completely done in after the 

long climb. 
do out clean out, tidy. (Colloquial) (S) Ivirs Mop has 

already done out your study, sir. 
do over decorate, paint. (Colloquial) (S) Do over 

this wall before you begin on the other room. 
do up (1) tie up. (S) The postman did the parcel 

up for me. 

(2) tidy, put in order. (S) His servant did up the 
house while he was away. 

(3) restore, repair. (S) The building has been 
done up since your last visit. 

(4) fasten. (S) She did up the zip on her dress 
and went out. 

dole out distribute (in small quantities). (Colloquial) 
(S) The committee doled out small bags of rice 
to tfw refugees. 

doll Up dress showily. (Slang) {S) Jane is all dolled 
up to go to the dance. Why does she doll herself 
up so much? 

done up exhausted. (Used only in the passive) 
(Colloquial) / felt done up at the end of the race. 

double up bend one's body over (after a blow). 
He doubled up in pain as his opponent struck him 
in the stomach. 

doze off fall into a light sleep. Several students 
dozed off during the long lecture. 

drag behind be unable to keep up. David was 
tired and began to drag behind in the race. 

drag down cause to deteriorate. (S) As his drunken- 
ness got worse he dragged his family down with 
him. 

drag in (or up) introduce a subject when it is un- 
necessary or tactless. (Colloquial) (S) Why did 



you have to drag in the subject of his parents? 
Don't drag that up again. 

drag on continue tediously. (Separable when tran- 
sitive) The sermon dragged on for over an hour. 

drag out protract. (S) The announcer dragged out 
his introduction until it was time for the music 
to start. 

drag up rear a child roughly. (Colloquial) (S) In- 
stead of being brought up properly, some chil- 
dren are merely dragged up. 

drain away (or off) The farmers dug ditches to 
drain the water away. (S) 

draw aside go or move to one side. Mary drew 
aside when she saw her former boy-friend. 

draw away go or move away. She drew away when 
he began to walk towards her. 

draw back (1 ) retreat. The natives drew back when 
the strangers approached. 

(2) withdraw (from an undertaking). The king 
promised to send troops to help us but he drew 
back at the last minute, 

drawdown cause. iS) The statesman drew a lot of 
opposition down when he introduced the new 
bill. 

draw in (1) become shorter. The days are drawing 
in now that winter is approaching. 

(2) pull to one side. (Used in motoring) The 
lorry soon drew in and allowed us to overtake it. 

(3) entice, inveigle, persuade to join. (S) The 
peasants were easily drawn in by the rioters. 

draw near approach. As soon as the doctor drew 
near, several frightened children ran away. 

draw off withdraw. (A military term) The citizens 
returned when the troops had drawn off. 

draw on (1) approach. As summer drew on, the 
days began to get longer, 

(2) allure, entice. (S) The thieves drew the 
young boy on until he became one of them, 

draw out (1) become longer. As summer ap- 
proaches, the days begin to draw out. 

(2) prolong. (S) The author has drawn the 
story out so much that it is boring in many parts. 

(3) induce (a person) to talk. (S) Mrs Smith 
finally managed to draw out the shy young man. 

(4) remove money (from a bank). (S) The man 
drew £50 out to pay for .his holiday. 

draw up (1) halt. A strange car drew up outside 
the bank. 

(2) compose (a document). (S) The landlord 
drew up the lease yesterday. 

(3) marshal (troops). (S) Caesar's army was 
drawn up ready for battle. 

(4) assume a stiff attitude. (Used reflexively) 
(Separated) The prisoner drew himself up when 
he heard the verdict. 
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dream away waste (time, life, etc.) in dreaming 

or doing nothing. (S) The lazy boy dreamt away 

all his time while at school. 
dress down scold. (Colloquial) (S) "Mr Alt dressed 

me down for my carelessr^ess/" Geoffrey told 

his parents. 
dress up dress fashionably; dress elaborately: 

dress for a play or a fancy-dress ball, etc. Alan 

dressed up for the ceremony^ but Cedric wore 

his old clothes. Are you dressing up for the fancy- 
dress ball? 

Note: Children dress up, i.e. they put onnlothes 

to pretend to be other people, etc. 
drink up (or off or down) drink all of (a Jiquid), (S) 

Drink your milk up before you go to bed. The 

brave little boy drank down the bitter medicine 

without complaining. 
drive away (or off) (1) go away, leave (in a car, 

etc. ). She waved and drove away. 

(2) cause to leave. (S) The policeman drove 

the crowd off. 
drive out expel. (S) The cruel townsfolk drove the 

lepers out 
drive up arrive (In a car). She drove up in a large 

American car. 
drop away (or off) leave. At first there were thirty 

students, but ten have now dropped away. 
drop in (at) visit casually (a place). (Colloquial) 

Drop in at our house whenever you are in the 

district 
drop in (on) visit casually (a person). (Colloquial) 

Drop in on us when you next visit London. 
drop off ( 1 ) /aj autumn the leaves begin to drop off. 
(2) fall asleep. Many people dropped off during 

the long lecture. 
drop out withdraw. One runner twisted his foot in 

the race and dropped out 
dry up (1) become completely dry. The streams all 

dried up during the hot summer. 

(2) make dry. (S) Dry these glasses up. 

(3) stop talking. Be quiet. (Slang) Dry up! 
You've already said too much. 

ease off become less troublesome or painful. My 

headache has now eased off a little. 
ease up relieve by making less tight, less tense, 

etc. The men on the bench eased up after two of 

them foft 

eat in eat at home. We shall be eating in tonight 

so please prepare a big meal. 
eat out eat away from home (in a restaurant or at a 

friend's house, etc.). There was no food in the 

house, so I decided to eat out. 
eat up eat all of. (Cf. drink up) (S) Eat up your 

dinner and then you will grow into a big boy. 



egg on encourage, persuade. (S) His friends egged 
him on until he finally agreed to the plan. 

eke out The poor teacher gave private music les- 
sons in order to eke out his low salary. (Separ- 
able but often not separated) 

empty out The servant found the missing key 
when she emptied out that drawer. (S) 

end off reach a final conclusion. (S) The speaker 
ended his talk off with a quotation from Shake- 
speare. 

end up eventually reach an end. If you continue 
to act like this, you'll end up in prison. 

enter up keep a written record (of accounts, etc.). 
(S) The clerk forgot to enter up the figures for the 
sales on Tuesday. 

even up The last goal has now evened up the 
score and the match will probably end in a draw. 
(Separable when transitive) 

explain away remove uncertainty by explaining 
satisfactorily the reasons for a fault or an error. 
(S) Why did you behave so rudely to our guest? 
Explain that away. 

face it out see (a matter) through to the end. 
(Separated) The defeated generals would not 
surrender saying they would face it out until 
they were killed. 

face up (to) (1) withstand. The explorers faced up 
to terrible hardships with constant cheerfulness. 
\2) acknowledge. You must learn to face up 
to the truth no matter how much it hurts. 

fade away become weaker or fainter, disappear. 
The vision soon faded away. 

fade out (or in) merge slowly from one scene to 
another (in a film). The scene of the jungle faded 
out to reveal in the next shot the interior of an 
office. 

fag out exhaust. (Slang) (S) The long Journey has 
fagged me out 

fall away (1) revolt. The army suddenly fell away 
from the government 

(2) diminish, fade away. Your cares will soon 
fall away when you take a holiday. 

(3) degenerate. The boy's work fell away when 
he became interested in basketball. 

fall back recede, retreat. As soon as the enemy 
company fell back, the patriots returned to their 
village. 

fall back (on or upon) make use of in an emer- 
gency. We fell back upon tinned food after the 
supplies of fresh food had been stopped. 

fall behind be passed by others Our runner seems 
to have fallen behind. 

fal! behind (with) fall to pay a sum which is due. 
Jones fell behind with his payments for the radio 
and had to borrow money. 
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fa!! dcwR Charles tripped over a stone and fell 

down, 
fall in get into line. (A miiitary term) (S) 'Tall in at 

onceT' shouted the sergeant-major to the recruits. 
fall in with (1) meet by chance. The student fell 

in with some young soldiers and went to the 

cinema with them. 

(2) agree with, concur with. / cannot possibly 

fall in with your proposals for the design of the 

new school. 
fall off (1 ) deteriorate. Since Tom's parents died, 

his work has fallen off tremendously. 

{2) decrease. At first forty students enrolled 

as members of the club, but this number has 

now fallen off so that there are only twenty. 
fall Out (1) cease to form a line. (A military term) 

(S) *'You may fall out if you want to go/' the 

commander told his men. 

(2) quarrel. Mr and Mrs Newly-wed are always 
falling out 

(3) happen. (Used only with the impersonal 
subject it) It fell out that the two men met again 
five years later in Singapore. 

fall out (with) quarrel (with), Mrs Jones fell out 

with her neighbour. 
fall through fail, miscarry. A brilliant plan for a 

cross-harbour bridge fell through after a year or 

so. 
fall to begin eagerly, start vigorously. The men 

soon fell to, cutting down the trees and building 

a hut 
fasten down bind down, secure. (S) Fasten down 

the hood of the car while I start up the engine. 
fasten up close by fastening. (S) Help me to fasten 

this trunk up. 
fed up (with) bored, tired. (Past participle only) 

(Slang) He is fed up with his job. 
feed up fatten. (S) Those turkeys have been fed up 

specially for Christmas. 
ferret about (for) search (for). James intended to 

ferret about for further details. 
ferret out search out, IS) / shall have to ferret out 

the appropriate documents. 
fetch out He fetched his new gun out to show us. 

(S) 
fetch up be sick. (Colloquial) (S) The girl fetched 

everything up soon after she had eaten. 
fiddle about (with) waste time, fail to use an 

opportunity. You wili be late if you fiddle about 

with your hair any longer. 
figure out (or up) (1) calculate. (S) Can you figure 

the total cost out? 

(2) understand. (Colloquial) (S) / cannot figure 

out why he left so quickly. 
file down smooth or wear by filing. (S) The lock- 



smit.h filed down my key so that it would fit the 
lock. 

fill in (1 1 fill completely (a hole, etc.). (S) The v^^ork 
men have already filled in the trench. 

(2) complete (a form, etc.). (3) May had diffi- 
culty filling in the application form. 

fill in (for) substitute (for). (Colloquial) Timothy 
said he would fill in for me at the rehearsal if I 
wanted to go to the meeting. 

fill out grow large or fat;. make large or fat. (Separ- 
able when transitive) Young Thomas has filled 
out since the last time I saw him, 

fill up (1) make completely full. (S) Before I had 
finished the wine, the waiter filled my glass up 
again. 

(2) complete (a form, etc.). (S) fill up these 
two forms according to the instructions. 

filter Out become public (by rumour, etc.). The 
news of the prisoner's impending release soon 
filtered out 

find out (1) discover. (S) Have you found out the 
title of the book yet? 

(2) discover a person to be at fault, etc. (Gener- 
ally separated when transitive) (Cf. catch out) 
At last I've found you out. 

finish off (1) finish completely. (S) Let me finish 
off my work before I leave. 

(2) knock out, kill. (Slang) (S) The heavy blow 
was sufficient to finish him off. 

finish up (1) end. (Separable when transitive) The 
meeting finished up with community singing. 

(2) end one's career (or a stage in one's career). 
He finished up by becoming Director of Educa- 
tion. 

fire away begin. (Colloquial) You may all fire away 
with your own suggestions now. 

fire up become angry. (Colloquial) The lady fired 
up when her brother told her to go home. 

fit in (with) be congenial, be suitable. The new 
scheme fits in with my own plans. 

fit out (or up) equip. (S) Our company has ar- 
ranged to fit the ship out 

fix up (1) repair. (S) The mechanic soon fixed up 
the scooter. 

(2) arrange, organise. (S) We must fix up the 
next meeting before we leave. 

flame out burst suddenly into flame. The fire 
flamed out when the wind arose. 

flame up become suddenly angry or excited. (Col- 
loquial) He flamed up when his son was accused 
of treachery. 

flare up (1) burst suddenly into flame. The fire 
flared up as soon as the petrol was poured on it 
(2) become suddenly angry. She flared up 
when the old people refused to believe .her 
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flash out A light flashed out all night from the 

cliffs. (Separable when transitive) 
flood out force to leave because of flooding. (3) 

Twenty villagers were flooded out and spent 

the night in the village hall. 
fold up (^) He folded up the letter and put it neatly 

back inside the envelope. (S) 

(2) collapse, finish, (Slang) (S) Smith's little 

business has already folded up. 
follow on follow after an interval. (Generally in- 
transitive) Please go ahead: we shall follow on 

when we have rested. 
follow out follow to the end, accomplish fully. (S) 

James followed out his father's instructions. 
follow through continue to follow to the end 

(usually a movement In sport). Notice how the 

nlayer follows through after each stroke. 
follow up continue following steadily. (S) "We 

nwst follow up our advantage and attack at 

once. " said Captain Lee. 
fumble about (for) He fumbled about for his key. 
gad about go from place to place seeking pleasure. 

That gay young man is constantly gadding about: 

he will fail in his examination unless he begins to 

work. 

gamble away lose by gambling. (S) He has gambled 
away most of the fortune he inherited. 

gang up (with) gather together (with)— usually 
for an unlawful purpose. (Colloquial) Dick and 
Tony have ganged up with several ruffians in the 
district. 

gather up She gathered up the toys and took them 

to the cupboard. (S) 
get about (1) move from place to place. Although 

she is over eighty, Mrs Roberts still gets about. 
(2) circulate, spread from person to person. 

The news of the impending disaster soon got 

about 

get across (1) pass or cause to pass from one 
side to another. (Separable when transitive) / 
have not managed to get across to see her yet. 
ft was difficult to get the animals across in the 
small boats. 

(2) make (something) understood. (Colloquial) 
(S) The English comedian found it hard to get his 
jokes across to the audience of Africans. 

get ahead advance, prosper. If you have a pleasant 
personality and an aptitude for the Job, you are 
sure to get ahead. 

get along (1) advance, make progress. How are 
you getting along in your research? 

(2) manage. / hope I shall get along without 
you to cook for me, 

(3) agree with, live in harmony with. The new 



boy seems to be getting along quite well with 

the rest of the form. 

(4) leave. (Colloquial) I must be getting along 

now; it's already ten o'clock. 
get along (with) ; get away (with) Used to express 

surprise or disbelief. Get along with youl Surely 

you're joking I 
get away escape. A dangerous criminal got away 

last night 
get away (with) (1) carry off successfully. The 

thieves got away with all the valuable jewels. 

(2) achieve something (Illegal or wrong) with- 
out being caught or punished. (Colloquial) The 

boy came an hour late and got away with it. 
get back (1) return (home, etc.). / thought that 

you were in Japan. Vvhen did you get back? 
(2) obtain back. (S) / haven't got my essay 

back yet: I wonder if the teacher has forgotten 

about it 

(Note: to get one's own back on a person 

= to take revenge) 
get behind fail to keep up with. Jones got behind 

in the payment of his rent and was consequently 

evicted. 
get by (1) pass. Please move to one side: we can- 
not get by. 

(2) manage. The husband told his wife that 

they would get by if they kept together. 
get down (1) descend, dismount. The man on the 

elephant got down and approached us. 

(2) depress. (Colloquial) (Generally separated) 

These tragic events are gradually getting medown, 
get down (to) attend (to), concentrate (on). After 

a delicious meal the two men got down to busi- 
ness. 
get in (1) arrive (at a station, at an air-terminal, at 

a port, etc.). At what time does this bus get in? 

(2) board (a vehicle). We got in and the driver 
started the engine. 

(3) cause (a person, an animal or a thing) to 
be in. (S) The farmer worked hard to get the 
cows in before evening. 

(4) be elected (to Parliament). Has our candi- 
date got in? 

(5) include, (S) The speaker managed to get 
in his usual joke before the evening ended, 

get in (with) become very friendly (with). (Col- 
loquial) The young salesman succeeded in getting 
in with several important people. 

get off (1) dismount. The highwayman got off and 
took the jewels. 

(2) leave (a public vehicle). The conductor told 
the stranger to get off at the next stop. 

(3) start. The hikers managed to get off before 
breakfast 
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(4) be released from work. ^Mr Wh/te promised 
to go fishing with me if he could get off in time. 

(5) escape punishment, etc. The motorist got 
off with a warning. 

(6) send. (Generally separated) She managed 
to get her tittle son off to school in time. 

(7) detach, loosen. (S) Could you get the tyre 
off with the tools I gave you? 

get on ( 1 ) advance, prosper. You must always be 
on the alert if you wish to get on. 

(2) manage (often concerning the progress of 
an invalid or a convalescent) How is Tom get- 
ting on? 

(3) put on. (S) The boy had got on his best 
suit for the occasion. I saw that he had got his 
hat on. 

(4) board. Although the bus was nearly full, we 
all managed to get on. 

(5) mount. Here is your bicycle: get on and 
let's go. 

(6) be old; grow older. Ann's getting on: she 
must be at least forty. 

get on (to) manage to understand. (Colloquial) / 

didn't get on to what he was saying. 
get on (vvith) (1) be friendly (with), agree (with). / 

found it hard to get on with my new neighbours. 
(2) proceed (with). How are you getting on 

with your work? 
get out (1) leave (a building, a room, etc.). Let's 

get out: this whole building may fall down at any 

moment. 

(2) leave (a vehicle). / shall get out at the next 
station. 

(3) cause to be out, cause to leave. (Generally 
separated) Get your dog out at once. 

(4) escape, set free. (Separable when transi- 
tive) Only one prisoner succeeded in getting out. 

(5) become known. The news of Nimkov's 
arrest soon got out. 

(6) publish. (S) This author has already got two 
books out on the same subject. 

get over (1) make a person understand some- 
thing. (S) Did you get (it) over to the pupils that 
they had to attend school tomorrow? 

(2) have done with, have finished with. (Gener- 
ally separated) / have a dental appointment this 
afternoon : I shall be glad to get it over. 

get round spread. The story soon got round that 
the man had been in prison. 

get through (1) finish (a task, etc.). (Colloquial) 
When you get through leave your office and have 
tea with me. 

(2) pass (an examination). Eighty per cent of 
the candidates got through. 



(3) be passed (by Parliament, etc.). The Bill 
finally got through. 

(4) reach (usually by telephone). / couldn't 
get through to Manchester this evening. 

get through (with) finish (with). (Colloquial) 

When I get through with this report, I shall go to 

the cinema. 
get under control. (Generally separated) They got 

the fire under after half-an-hour. 
get up ( 1 ) stand, rise to one's feet. Everyone got up 

when she entered the room. 

(2) arise (from bed). My father used to get up 
at six o'clock every morning. 

(3) cause (a person) to arise (from bed), (Gen- 
erally separated) He got us up early. 

(4) arrange, prepare. (S) The amateur dramatic 
society got up a play to celebrate the opening of 
the City Hall. 

(5) make a special study of. (Generally not 
separated with a noun) / got up this very subject 
for the examination; I was extremely lucky. 

(6) adorn, decorate (oneself). (Colloquial) 
(Usually reflexive) Barbara is getting herself up 
for the dance, 

getting on for approaching. (Present participle 

only) It's getting on for midnight. 
give away (1) give freely (to someone anonymous). 

(S) He gave all his money away. 

(2) give in marriage. (S) Ann's brother will give 
her away, since she has no father. 

(3) lose, sacrifice. (S) Ted gave away all 
chances of promotion when he married against 
his employer's advice. 

(4) distribute, present (S) Mrs Firth gave away 
the prizes at the Speech Day. 

(5) reveal. (S) He unwittingly gave away the 
secret 

(6) betray. (Generally separated) "Who gave 
me away?" the secret agent demanded. 

give back return (a thing) to its owner. (S) You 
must give the book back at once. 

give in (1) hand (books, papers, etc.) to the proper 
person or authority. (S) Give in your examination 
papers now. 

(2) surrender yield. The enemy finally gave in. 

give off (or forth or out) emit. (Generally not separ- 
ated with a noun) The liquid gave off a strongsmell. 

give out (1) distribute. (S) Who wilt help me to 
give the books out? 

(2) send out. (Generally not separated) The 
satellite was giving out strange signals. 

(3) announce. (S) The headmaster gave out 
the names of the prize-winners. 

(4) break down. (Colloquial) The engine of the 
boat suddenly gave out and we were stranded. 
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(5) become exhausted, come to an end. His 
patience at last gave out and he hit the rogue. 
give over (1) stop. (Colloquial) Give over making 
that terrible noise! 

i2) deliver, hand over. (S) The warden of the 
castle gave the keys over to his successor. 
give up (1) surrender. (S) The garrison gave up the 
town to the enemy. The prisoner gave himself up. 

(2) stop (an attempt, a habit, an occupation, 
etc.), (S) Wong gave up trying to understand the 
intricacies of politics. 

(3) resign. (S) The electrician gave up his job 
to become a missionary. 

(4) abandon. (3) The doctor advised him to give 
up cigarettes and whisky. 

give up to (1) abandon (oneself) to. The poor boy 
gave himself up to a feeling of utter despair. 

(2) devote (oneself) to. The singer gave him- 
self up to a deep study of Wagner. 

go about (or around) (1 ) move from place to place. 
We went about, trying to find suitable lodgings. 

(2) circulate, spread. Rumours were going 
about that a man had been sent to the moon. 

go ahead (1) lead the way. A few scouts went 
ahead and looked for a place to camp. 

(2) proceed (without waiting). ''May we start 
eating now?'' "Please go ahead: don't wait for 
me." 

(3) make progress, succeed, Michael has been 
in the form only a few weeks and he is already 
going ahead. 

go along (with) (1) accompany. Who will go along 

with me? 

(2) agree (with). (Colloquial) Most of the com- 
mittee went along with the managing director 

in his proposals. 
go away leave. She asked William to go away. 
go back on withdraw from (3 promise), fail to keep 

(a promise). The captain went back on his word 

and refused to take us to Malaya, 
go by pass. Many years have gone by since we 

first met. 
go down (1) descend. The pot-holers have already 

gone down by this way. 

(2) sink. The ship went down with everyone 
aboard. 

(3) set. As soon as the sun goes down, we'll 
be able to begin our journey. 

(4) become reduced or less. The wind has 
already gone down a little. 

(5) be recorded. This battle will go down in 
history as one of the greatest struggles for free- 
dom. 

(6) become cheaper. Tea has now gone down 
to two dollars a half-pound. 



(7) be accepted, be received (by a person, an 
audience, etc.). The play went down quite well. 

(8) leave a university at the end of a term, 
etc. All the students will be going down next 
week. 

go down with be ill with. Several boys went down 

with influenza last term. 
go forth (1) set out (for a place). (Archaic) The 

pilgrims went forth to Jerusalem. 

(2) be issued, be published. (Archaic) The 

order went forth to open fire on the rioters. 
go forward advance. The army went forward at a 

rapid speed. 
go in enter. The nail won't go in: lend me the 

hammer. 
go in for (1) specialise in, take as one's subject or 

hobby. My friend said he preferred to go in for 

civil engineering. 

(2) enter for. Over a hundred students are 

going in for this examination. 
go off (1) depart, leave. She went off without say- 

ff^g good-bye. 

(2) explode. The time-bomb went off outside 
the Governor's house. 

(3) deteriorate. The standard of his tailoring 
has gone off greatly since he became rich. 

(4) lose consciousness. The medium went off 
into a trance. 

(5) be successful (i.e. social occasions, cere- 
monies, etc.). (Colloquial) The party seemed to 
go off very well. 

go on (1 ) go ahead. / shall go on and book rooms 
in the next hotel. 

(2) pass. We became good friends as the even- 
ing went on. 

(3) happen. (Colloquial) What's going on in 
this room? 

(4) continue. The speaker went on to say that 
he was a self-made .man. 

(5) an expression of surprise and incredulity. 
(Slang) Go on! Don't tell me they saw you I 

(6) hurry, make haste. Go on! The other run- 
ners will soon catch you up. 

go on (with) continue (with). Go on with your 
game. 

go out (1) leave (a building, a room, etc.). I felt 
lonely after mv parents had gone out. 

(2) go to social functions (e.g. cinemas, 
theatres, parties, dances). Betty went out every 
night last week. 

(3) go to another country (far away). Mark has 
gone out to Hong Kong. 

(4) retire from power. The left-wing party is 
going out and soon there will be an election. 
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(5) cease burning, be extinguished. The fire 
soon went out after we threw water on it 

(6) cease to be fashionable. Long dresses have 
gone out this year 

(7) go on strike. All the dockers went out (on 
strike} last week, 

(8) recede, ebb. The tide is going out 

go over ( 1 ) cross. He went over to talk to his old 

friend. 

(2) change (one's political party, one's religion, 

etc.). Churchill went over from the Liberal Party 

to the Conservative Party. 
go round (1) be sufficient (for everyone to receive 

a share). Is there enough cake to go round? 

(2) visit. We went round to see Archibald. 

(3) make a detour. A landslide has blocked the 
road, so we shall have to go round. 

go through (with) continue until the end, com- 
plete. The architect went through with his con- 
troversial design for a new bank. 

go under (1) sink. The tiny vessel went under 
during the typhoon. 

(2) fail, be ruined. The director went under 
when his business collapsed. 

go up (1) ascend. vVe saw the mountaineers going 
up towards the summit. 

(2) explode. The whole ship went up when the 
torpedo struck her hull. 

(3) increase (in price). Rents have gone up 
greatly in the past two years. 

(4) be built. Many new factories have gone up 
in the last year or two in this district 

(5) go (to university). Alan is looking forward 
to going up (to Cambridge) in September. 

going on for approaching. (Present participle only) 

She's going on for sixty. 
grind down (1) The miller ground the corn down. 

(S) 

(2) oppress. (S) The tyrant ground down the 

poor peasants. 
grow up ( 1 ) become an adult. "I want to be a pilot 

when I grow up, " Andrew told his mother. 

(2) arise, develop (i.e. legends, traditions, 

customs, etc.). And so the legend grew up. 
hand down pass on to one's successors. (S) The 

old clock was handed down from one generation 

to another. 
hand in give in by hand (to the proper person or 

authority). (S) He handed in his resignation 
hand on pass on, transmit (S) Will you hand on 

this message to your friend? 
hand over surrender, give up. (S) The defeated gar- 
rison handed over the town to the enemy. 
hand round distribute or show round. iS) Hehanded 

round the letter he had just received. 



hang about (or around) loiter. Several suspicious- 
looking characters were hanging around. 

hang back (or behind) be reluctant, hesitate (to 
act). When the chief scientist asked for volun- 
teers, Dr Wu hung back. 

hang on continue (to do something). (Used 
especially in connection with waiting.) (Col- 
loquial) "Can you hang on while I go for a cup 
of tea?" Private Snooks asked the sentry whom 
he was supposed to .relieve. 

hang on (to) (1) keep, retain. I'd hang on to that 
old bag if I were you : it might prove very useful. 

(2) depend on, rely on. All that was left for her 
to hang on to was her religion. 

(3) stick closely (to). The police desperately 
hung on to a solitary clue. 

hang out (1) suspend. (S) They hung out flags to 
mark the king's coronation. 

(2) lean forwards or downwards. Can you see 
that car? Is that a dog hanging out? 

(3) frequent, dwell. (Slang) The detective tried 
to discover where the gang leader hung out 

(4) resist. (Slang) We must try to hang out 
until help arrives. 

hang up (1) put up. (S) / shall hang this picture up 
over the fireplace. 

(2) delay. (Generally passive) (Slang) I'm sorry 
I'm late. I was (or: got) hung up in a traffic Jam. 

(3) finish a telephone call by hanging up the 
receiver. Don't hang up yet; I'm waiting for some 
important news. 

hatch out turn out. (Separable when transitive) 
(Colloquial) / wonder how their little scheme will 
hatch out 

have in invite (a person) in. (S) The Greens had the 
doctor in to see their son. 

have it in for seek to revenge oneself upon (a 
person). (Separated) Mrs Smith had it in for 
John ever since she found out he had been rude 
to her friends. 

have on (1 ) wear. (S) He had .his best suit on. 

(2) have an engagement. (Generally separated) 
Have you anything on next Friday? 

(3) tease, joke with. (Slang) (S) / didn't mean 
it; I was only having you on. 

have it out (with) argue over a dispute until it Is 
settled. (Separated) John had it out with his 
manager. 

have out take out. (Used In connection with a 
tooth, one's tonsils, etc.) (S) My tooth was 
aching so much that I had to have it out. 

have up (for) bring to court (for an offence). (S) 
The policeman had the motor-cyclist up for 
speeding. 
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h«ad off (or back) intercept, cut off. (S) The police 

headed the criminals off by taking a short cut 
haap up put in a heap, amass. (S) He heaped up 

great wealth while he was abroad. 
hear out listen to a person until he has finished. 

(Generally separated) Dori't make any decision 

yet: please hear me out. 
heave to bring a ship to a stop. The captain gave 

the order to heave to. 
help off help (a person) to take something off. 

(Generally separated) She helped me off with my 

shoes. 
help on (1) encourage. (S) Their cheers helped 

Tony on. and he eventually won the race. 

(2) help a person to put something on. (Gener- 
ally separated) ./ helped him on with his coat. 
help out (1) help (a person) in an emergency. 

(Separable when transitive) Mrs Brown's sister 

helped out when the guests unexpectedly arrived. 
(2) help (a person) to complete something. 

(Generally separated) Please help me out with 

this problem. 
hire out This garage hires out cars. (S) 
hit off imitate, mimic. (Slang) (S) The clever 

comedian could hit off many film-stars per- 
fectly. 
hit it off (with) agree (with), get on well together 

(Separated) Mary and I hit it off at once.- 
hoard up (S) The miser hoarded up all the gold he 

had obtained. 
hold back (1) conceal. (S) / am sure he is holding 

something back. 

(2) hesitate. Many people held back when 

the man asked for volunteers. 
hold back (or in) restrain. (S) She managed to 

hold back her emotion until her guests had left. 
hold down (1) keep down. (S) He held his head 

down in shame. 

(2) manage to keep (ones job). (S) Owing to 

inexperience, the manager found it hard to hold 

down his job. 
hold forth speak (publicly). The famous doctor 

held forth to an audience of over a hundred 

specialists. 
hold off (1) keep at a distance. (S) The patrol held 

off the Indians until help arrived. 

(2) stay away. The rain held off until the party 
was over 

(3) delay (in doing something). (S) The Presi- 
dent held off his departure until the country's 
affairs had been settled. 

hold on (1) continue, proceed. The export of raw 
cotton held on for many years after the war 

(2) stop. (Colloquial) Tell him to hold on a 
moment: 111 come soon. 



(3) persist. Please bring help quickly: the sur- 
vivors on the ledge cannot hold on much longer. 
hold out (1 ) He held out his hand for some money. 
(SI 

(2) endure, resist. The garrison commander 
said the town could not hold out much longer. 

(3) last. Our rations would not hold out for 
more than a few days. 

hold over defer, postpone. (S) The last item on the 
agenda was held over until next week. 

hold up (1) raise, keep up. (S) Hold up your left 
arm. 

(2) exhibit, present. (S) They held his behaviour 
up as a model for the others. 

(3) delay. (S) The train was held up on account 
of the floods. 

(4) stop and rob (a carriage, a car. a train). 
(S) The robbers held the train up. 

(5) keep fine. (Colloquial) / hope the weather 
will hold up for the cricket match this afternoon. 

hollow out The carpenter hollowed out the top of 

the wooden egg-cup. (S) 
hop in get in (a car). (Slang) ''I'll give you a lift. 

Hop in!" shouted the driver. 
hunt down persecute. (S) The Nazis attempted to 

hunt down all the Jews during the last war. 
hunt out find by searching (usually something that 

has been put away). (S) / shall hunt out my old 

photograph album to show you, 
hunt up find by searching (a person or a thing 

hidden or difficult to locate). (S) The police have 

hunted up all the rioters. 
hurry up Hurry up or we shall be late. 
hush up keep an affair secret by being silent. (S) 

They tried to hush up the scandal. 
idle away waste (time, etc.) in idleness. (S) Ken 

idled away the time until it was evening. 
invite in ask (a person) into one's house, a room, 

etc. (Generally separated) He invited the stranger 

in and gave him a meai. 
invite out ask (a person) to go out (usually to a 

party, a meal, the cinema, etc.) (Generally 

separated) We have been invited out to John's 

house tonight. 
iron out make smooth, etc. (S) They ironed out 

their problems together. 
issue forth go forth. (Literary) The wealthy lady 

issued forth in a new dress. 
jack up lift with a jack. (S) He jacked up the car and 

changed wheels. 
jog along (or on) proceed quietly and slowly. Tom 

is not brilliant; he just jogs along in his work. 
join in (with) share (with). I decided to join in with 

them when they said they were going to buy a 

yacht. 
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JOBR up enlist in the Army, Navy, or Air Force. / 
decided to join up and fight for my country. 

keep away (from) avoid, stay away (from). The 
angry woman advised the thief to keep away 
from her. 

keep back (1) conceal. (S) The policeman could 
tell that the frightened boy was keeping some- 
thing back. 

(2) restrain, hinder. (S) An urgent meeting at 
the office kept me back. 

keep back (from) stay away (from). You must keep 
back from the edge of the platform. The train is 
coming. 

keep down (or under) subject, repress. (S) This 
nation has been kept down for so long that no- 
body is Capable of offering any resistance now. 

keep in (1) confine, detain. (Generally separated) 
The teacher kept me in after school. 

(2) allow to continue burning. (S) Keep the fire 
in until I return. 

keep in (with) continue on good terms with. It is 
advisable to keep in with your boss. 

keep off (1) fight off, (S) He managed to keep off 
all attacks by using his short sword. 

(2) stay away. ''Don't touch me/' screamed 
the woman. "Keep offV 

keep on continue, persist in. Keep on trying hard. 
Keep on until you succeed. 

keep on at worry, nag, scold (a person). Why do 
you persist in keeping on at him so much? He 
has not hurt you. 

keep out (1) prevent persons or things from enter- 
ing. (S) The doorman kept the strangers out. 

(2) stay outside. Keep out. Can't you read the 
sign on the door? 

keep it up continue making an attempt or doing 
something. (Separated) Keep it up: you'll eventu- 
ally succeed. 

keep up (1) retain (one's spirits, etc.). (S) Keep up 
your courage f You'll succeed in the end. 

(2) maintain continue. (S) Keep up the good 
work. 

(3) prevent (a person) from going to bed. 
(Generally separated) Jack kept us all up until 
midnight with his long tales. 

keep up (with) (1) keep pace (with). (Literally) The 

boy with the injured foot found it hard to keep 

up with the rest of the party. 

(2) keep pace (with). (Metaphorically) The 

Wang family found it difficult to keep up with 

their neighbours. 
key up excite, stimulate. (Usually reflexive) (S) He 

keyed himself up ready for the big event. 
kick off begin a game of football. They kicked off 

at 3 p.m. 



kick out expel, dismiss. (Slang) (S) The manager 

kicked the clerk out 
kick up cause a noise or a disturbance. (Slang) (S) 

Mrs Lord kicked up such a fuss when her hus- 
band returned home late. 
kill off get rid of (in large numbers), exterminate. 

(S) The new insecticide killed off all the pests. 
knit up restore, repair. (S) / hope we can knit the 

old partnership up : it would be a pity to separate 

now. 
knock about (1) hit repeatedly, strike here and 

there, treat roughly. (S) The angry bully knocked 

poor Fred about a lot. 

(2) wander, (Slang) He said he had knocked 

about all over the world. 
knock down (1) knock (a person) to the ground. 

(S) The boxer soon knocked his opponent down. 

(2) destroy. (S) They have already started to 
knock the old house down. 

(3) force (a person) to lower the price of some- 
thing for sale. (S) / wanted £250 for my car, but 
he knocked me down to £220. 

knock down (to) to sell (something) to a person 
who has bid in an auction. (Colloquial) (S) The 
auctioneer knocked down the old vase to me 
when the bidding had reached only ten pounds. 

knock in hit something in. (S) Knock this nail in, 
please. 

knock off (1) strike one thing from another, hit 
away. (S) My hand accidentally knocked off the 
precious ornament. 

(2) stop (working). (Colloquial) The workmen 
knocked off at five o'clock. 

(3) compose hastily. (Colloquial) (S) He 
knocked the poem off in ten minutes. 

(4) deduct. (Colloquial) (S) Tony asked the 
shopkeeper if he could knock off five shillings 
from the list price. 

knock out (1) empty by knocking. (8) The old man 
took his pipe and knocked it out. 

(2) defeat, overcome. (Colloquial) (S) The big 
company knocked out many of their opponents. 

(3) knock (a person) unconscious. (S) I knocked 
Joe out in the fifth round. 

knock up (1) Try knocking the handle up. (S) 

(2) awaken (a person) by knocking. (S) He went 
to knock Dr Wise up. 

(3) exhaust. (Often used in the passive or 
reflexively) (Slang) (S) The hikers were knocked 
up after their long walk. 

(4) make roughly or quickly. (Colloquial) (S) 
Within thirty minutes John had knocked up a bed 
out of some old pieces of wood. 

(5) score runs (in cricket). (Colloquial) (S) Davey 
knocked fifty up in less than an hour. 
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knuckle under (to) submit (to), yield (to). The 

proud mayor had to knuckle under to the author- 
ity of the central government. 
laid up (with) (1) confined to bed or to the house 

(with). She was laid up with influenza. 

(2) confined to dock. The ship will be laid up 

for three months to undergo repairs. 
land up with win, gain. (Slang) / landed up with 

the first prize. 
lap up The cat lapped up all the milk in the saucer. 

(S) 
lash out (1) strike out violently. He lashed out in 

all directions as the thieves attacked him. 

(2) spend recklessly. (Slang) The two sailors 

decided to lash out and buy an expensive meal. 
last out (1) endure. The exhausted traveller said 

that he could not last out any longer and would 

have to take a rest 

(2) continue to last "How long will the water 

last out?" asked the anxious explorer. 
laugh away (1) dismiss with laughter. (S) He 

laughed away his companion's fears. 

(2) continue laughing. Laugh away: I shall 

have my revenge some day. 
laugh down check (a person or an action) by laugh- 
ing. (Generally separated) When Edward stood up 

to object, the rest of the class laughed him down. 
laugh off get rid of by laughing. (S) The mayor 

stumbled over the step, but at once laughed it 

off. 
launch out (or forth) begin (a new venture or 

scheme). (Generally intransitive) He has launched 

out on a fresh enterprise. 
lay by (or aside) save up. (S) He had a big sum of 

money laid by for when he retired. 
lay down (1) put on the ground, etc. (S) They laid 

down their rifles and picked up spades, 

(2) stop fighting. (S) The rebels laid down 
their arms and surrendered. 

(3) propound, state with authority. (S) He laid 
the facts down so that all his men knew their 
position. (Note: lay down the law is a common 
idiomatic phrase which means to state with an 
appearance of authority, to try to domineer ) 

lay in store up (for future use). (S) Many of the 
farmers laid in provisions ready for a bad winter. 

lay off (1) discharge (usually temporarily). (S) 
Several workmen have been laid off during the 
present crisis. 

(2) take a rest. (Colloquial) Dr Bones told me 
that I would soon have a nervous breakdown 
unless I laid off for a few months. 

(3) stop. (Slang) Lay off! Stop teasing the 
new boy. 

lay on (1) apply. (Often not separated) The 



attackers laid on many blows until their victim 

fell to the ground, 

(2) supply (gas, electricity, etc.). (S) No 

electricity had been laid on at the new house; 

however, the company had laid water on. 
lay it on exaggerate. (Colloquial) (Separated) The 

refugee laid it on when he described the wonder- 
ful home he had left, 
lay out (1) arrange, spread out. (S) The servant 

laid out his master's clothes ready for the 

ceremonial balL 

(2) plan (buildings, a town, a garden, etc.). 
(S) The gardens had been well laid out. 

(3) knock unconscious. (S) He soon laid out his 
opponent. 

(4) kill. (Slang) (S) The thieves laid out two of 
the guards during the armed robbery. 

(5) arrange a dead person for burial. (S) His 
old companion laid Mr Benson out after his 
sudden death. 

(6) spend, invest. (S) He laid out a fortune 
while trying to save the family business. 

lay up ( 1 ) save. (S) He laid a small fortune up when 

he was abroad. 

(2) store (for future use). (S) We intend to lay 

up the car until next year 
laze away The idle youth lazed away all his time 

while at the university. (S) 
lead off begin. (S) He led off by introducing him- 
self and explaining the reason for his presence at 

the meeting. 
lead on ( 1 ) The moving star led the wise men on. 

(Generally separated) 

(2) entice, allure. (Generally separated) Mary 

led everyone on to think she was getting married. 
lead up to indicate, be a preparation for or an 

introduction to. What I have just said leads up to 

my next point What is he leading up to? 
leak out become gradually known. Soon the news 

leaked out that the enemy were preparing to 

attack. 
leave behind go away without. (S) He suddenly 

realised that he had left his umbrella behind. 
leave off (1) stop (doing something). The hawker 

gradually left off calling at my house when he 

never found me there. 

(2) no longer wear. (S) He decided to leave off 

his vest during the hot weather. 
leave out omit. (S) "Whose name has been left 

out?" demanded the teacher. 'You have left my 

name out " answered a pupil. 
leave over postpone. (Generally separated) We 

shall now leave the meeting over until next week. 
let down (1) lower. (S) She let down the rope for 

Sir Aubrey to climb. 
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(2) disappoint or fail (a person). (S) George let 

his friend down very badly when he refused to 

fend him the money, 
let in admit, allow to enter. (S) Several uninvited 

guests were let in, 
let (oneself) in for involve (oneself) in (usually a 

difficulty). (Separated) / did not know what I was 

letting myself in for when I promised to do that 

job. 
let in on reveal, share a secret. (Always separated) 

The generals unknowingly let an enemy agent in 

on their secret weapon. 
let off (1) allow a person to go free without 

punishment. (S) The magistrate let the boy off 

with a serious warning, 

(2) excuse. (Colloquial) (S) The teacher let me 
off during his lesson. 

(3) explode. (S) Many English people let off 
fireworks on November 5th. 

let on reveal, divulge. (Intransitive) (Colloquial) 
The man would not let on for whom he was work- 
ing. 

let out (1) release, allow to go out (S) Mrs Black 
would not let her young son out on such a cold 
day, 

(2) divulge, disclose. (S) Why did you let the 
secret out? 

(3) extend, loosen. (S) The tailor let out the 
dress as it was too tight. 

let out (at) attack (physically or verbally). (Col- 
loquial) Accused of dishonesty, Shirley let out at 

her employer 
let up (1) diminish. (Colloquial) The pain has let up 

since I began to take the tablets, 

(2) make less effort. (Colloquial) The head 

warned the boys not to let up for one moment 

until they had taken the examination. 
lick up The cat licked up the spilt milk (S) 
lie down be in a horizontal position, rest. / think 

that I shall lie down for half an hour. 
lie In (1) remain in bed (after the usual time for 

rising). We shall be able to lie in on Sunday 

morning. 

(2) rest in bed (in preparation for childbirth). 

/ have never visited her while she has been lying 

in. 
lie over postpone. His old friend advised Victor to 

let the matter lie over for a few days. 
lie to remain stopped (used of ships, etc.). The 

yacht had to lie to until a breeze sprang up. 
lie up (1) rest, recuperate. After his nervous 

breakdown the doctor ordered him to lie up for a 

few weeks. 

(2) be in dock, be inactive. Several warships 

are now lying up until someone buys them. 



light up (1 ) illumine (brightly). The whole town was 
lit up for the celebration. 

(2) cause to shine (brightly). (S) It's now time 
to light all the lamps up. 

(3) begin to smoke a cigarette, a cigar, a pipe. 
(Usually intransitive) (Colloquial) The old man 
talked for a while and then lit up. 

(4) become happy, show happiness. His face 
lit up when he heard the good news. 

line up form into a line. (Separable when transi- 
tive) The children quickly lined up in the play- 
ground. 

listen in listen to the wireless. Did you listen in to 
the symphony concert last night? 

live down live in such a way as to prove a false 
accusation untrue or cause it to be forgotten. (S) 
Did she manage to live down the scandal that 
surrounded the earlier part of her life? 

live In live in the same building where one's work 
is. Could you find a servant who was willing to 
live in? 

live on continue to live. Alfred died during the war 
but his two brothers lived on. 

live out (1) continue to live through. (S) He was 
not expected to live out the night. 

(2) live away from the place where one's work 
is. Our servant travels home every night: she 
insists on living out. 

live up to maintain a standard equal or worthy of. 
William found it hard to live up to all the high 
principles .his fat. her .had taught him.. 

load up fill (a cart etc.) with goods. (S) Has he 
loaded the cart up yet? 

loaf away waste by idling. (S) He loafed away his 
time and failed in the examination. 

lock out When he arrived at his house, he found 
himself locked out, (S) 

lock up (1) secure, make safe (by locking). (S) He 
locked up the confidential reports before leaving 
the office. 

(2) lock all doors, etc. of a house. (Usually 
intransitive) My wife locked up before we left for 
our holiday. 

(3) put (a person) in prison, etc. (S) The wicked 
man needs to be locked up for a while. 

look about (or around) look here and there. 
Stephen looked about but saw no one. 

look about (or around) (for) search (for). We 
looked about for an inn but could not find one. 

look ahead plan (for the future). The business man 
said he had been looking ahead when he sug- 
gested manufacturing synthetic fibres. 

look back cease to make progress. (Always used in 
the negative) Once the refugee had arrived in 
England, he never looked back. 
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look back (on or upon) recaii. The old man 

looked back on the days of his youth. 
look down (on or upon) scorn. She was snobbish 

and looked down on all her neighbours. 
look forward (to) anticipate with pleasure. / look 

forward to your next visit 
look in (on) pay a short visit (to). Several friends 

looked in on the sick man that day. 
look on be a spectator. Several passers-by stopped 

and looked on while the two men were arguing. 
look out (1) be careful. Look out! There's a car 

coming. 

(2) look through a window, etc. Look out and 
see if the rain has stopped yet. 

(3) choose after inspecting. (S) She looked out 
(he cups and saucers which had not been 
damaged. 

look out for watch for. Look out for Jim; we don't 

want to miss him. 
look out on (to) be facing. The house looks out on 

to the race-course. 
look over inspect, scrutinise. (S) We looked all the 

second-hand cars over before finally making our 

choice. 
look through examine, inspect. (S) Have you 

looked the examination papers through yet? 
look up (1) search for. (S) The master told the 

students to look the word up in their dic- 
tionaries. 

(2) improve. (Colloquial) Trade is looking up 
this year. 

(3) call on. (S) My pen-friend told me to look 
him up if I came to Malaya. 

look up and down examine (a person) carefully. 

(Generally separated) She looked us up and down 

as though we were men from Mars. 
look up to respect. Every boy in the school 

looked up to the headmaster 
lure away (from) Joan lured Ben away from his 

former girl-friend. (S) 
lurk about Several suspicious-looking men were 

lurking about in the square. 
make away hurry away. While the others were 

arguing I made away on my bicycle. 
make away with (1) steal. The thieves made away 

with several valuable jewels. 

(2) hide. The boy made away with the broken 
cups when he knew his parents were coming 
back the next day. 

(3) kill, destroy. The unhappy woman tried to 
make away with herself 

make off (with) run away (with). While I W3S bath- 
ing, someone made off with all my clothes. 
make out (1) draw up (a document). (3) My 



father made out a cheque for me to buy the 
camera. 

(2) understand. (S) / can't make out what he is 
trying to say, 

(3) distinguish, recognise, see. (S) Someone is 
coming down the mountain, but I cannot make 
out who it is. 

(4) manage. (Colloquial) How did the children 
make out while their parents were absent? 

(5) imply. (S) Several people tried to make out 
that he was a traitor. 

(6) pretend. (S) They we.re always asking for 
money and making out that they were poor. 

make over transfer (formally). {S) He made over all 

his property to his son. 
make up (1) invent (a story, an excuse). (3) He 

made up an incredible story about his holiday. 

(2) apply cosmetics, prepare for an act or a 
play. (3) Sandra made up very carefully before 
she met her boy-friend. 

(3) recover (lost time, opportunities, etc.). (3) 
We must make the loss up next week. 

(4) put together. (3) He made up the suit from 
some old pieces of cloth. 

(5) complete. (S) This item makes up the total 
for this month. 

(6) compile. (S) The new teacher made up a 
list of the names of all the pupils. 

(7) end a quarrel. The two friends have at last 
made up after the slight misunderstanding. 

make it up settle, become reconciled. (Separated) 
The friends did quarrel once, but they have made 
it up now. 

make up (for) compensate (for). He tried hard to 
make up for the damage he had done. 

make up to flatter, make friendly approaches to. 
(Colloquial) Tom used to make up to his sister 
whenever he wanted to borrow some money. 

mark down (1) mark goods at a lower price. (S) 
These shirts have been marked down from six 
dollars to five dollars. 

(2) make a note of (in writing). (3) Mark this 
number down: 75640. It's Larry's telephone 
number, 

mark off separate by marking. (3) They marked off 
the cricket pitch. 

mark out mark lines showing the boundaries or 
limits, etc. (S) Bill and Edwin have already marked 
out the tennis courts. 

mark out for destine for, put aside for. (S) Lieuten- 
ant Mountson was soon marked out for promo- 
tion. 

miss out omit. (S) Frank answered the questions 
correctly, but completely missed out the sixth 
one. 
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liiix up confuse. (S) The mischievGus boy tried to 

mix up the teacher by asking irrelevant questions, 
mixed up (in or with) be involved in. (Used only 

in the passive) Many famous peop/e were mixed 

up in the case. 
mop up (1) wipe up. (S) Please mop up this pool 

of water. 

(2) wipe out (all the remaining resistance after 

an advance). (A military term) (S) The army pro- 
ceeded to mop up methodically all the pockets 

of resistance in the village. 
mcunt up rise. Qur bills soon mounted up at the 

expensive hotel, 
move in move one's furniture and belongings, etc. 

into a house. (Separable when transitive) How did 

you manage to move in so quickly? 
move on (or along) move to another place. (S) A 

policeman moved on those cars which had been 

through the Customs. 
move out move one's furniture and belongings-, 

etc. out of a house. (Separable when transitive) 

We hope to move out next Thursday. 
mow down destroy (in large numbers). (S) The 

enemy were soon mowed down by our machine- 
guns. 
muddle on (or along or through) act without any 

sense of purpose. / don't know how he manages 

it, but he always muddles through. 
muddle up mix up. (S) rm all muddled up now 

after your unsuccessful attempt to clarify matters. 
muster up collect, gather together. (3) You will 

have to muster up all your courage for the task 

in hand. 
nan-ow down reduce. (S) The suspects have been 

narrowed down to three. 
nestle down The small child nestled down and 

soon fell asleep. 
nip along hurry. (CoHoquial) The small car nipped 

along at fifty miles an hour 
nip in enter quickly (before someone else). (Col- 
loquial) When he saw the door swing open, Henry 

nipped in. 
nip off leave, go away. (Colloquial) / shall have to 

nip off soon. 
nip out go out (for a short time). (Colloquial) We 

decided to nip out for a breath of fresh air. 
nose out ascertain, find out. (Colloquial) (S) Mrs 

Fairchild nosed out the cause of the rumour 
number off call out a number: one, two. three, etc. 

The boys numbered off from left to right. 
offer up The priest offered up prayers for rain 

(Generally not separated with a noun) 
open out (1) lay open, unfold. (S) She opened out 

the table cloth and spread it on the ground. 



(2) develop. (S) This land has been opened out 
considerably; it is full of factories and houses now. 

(3) begin to be talkative. After a few minutes 
the stranger opened out and began to tell us all 
about his previous job. 

open up (1) lay open, throw open, cut open, etc. 

(S) The surgeon opened up the man's thigh and 

removed the bullet. 

(2) make accessible. (S) This tiny village has 

now been opened up to tourists by means of the 

big new highway. 
order about give (a person) a lot of orders. (Gener- 
ally separated) / am tired of Bill always ordering 

us about. 
order in command (a person) to enter. (Generally 

separated) She ordered her son in at once. 
order out command (a person) to leave (a room, 

a house, etc.). (Generally separated) He ordered 

the stranger out. 
own up admit, confess. Dick owned up and said 

that he had broken the cup accidentally. 
pacl< off send away hastily or roughly. (S) She 

packed her son off to school and then went out. 
pack up ( 1 ) put things away, get things ready for 

a journey, a holiday, etc. (S) Have you packed 

everything up yet? 

(2) stop work. (Colloquial) It's time we packed 
up and went home. 

(3) break down, stop functioning. (Slang) The 
engine seems to have packed up. 

pair off (1 ) go or form into pairs. (S) The instructor 

paired the dancers off. 

(2) marry. (Colloquial) (Intransitive) Some of 

the students eventually paired off after meeting 

one another at college. 
pal up (with) become friendly with. (Slang) Ann 

has already palled up with Joan and Sylvia. 
palm off get rid of (a useless object). (S) He palmed 

off his old radio on me. 
pan out result. (Colloquial) The new system seems 

to have panned out well 
pass along "Pass this notice along, please. " (S) 
pass away The black cloud soon passed away. 
pass away (or on or out) die. The old man passed 

away last week. 
pass back return. (S) Pass the book back when 

you have fin/shed with tt. 
pass by (1) / was passing by when I heard the 

crash. 

(2) omit, disregard. (S) He passed the point 

by in his lecture. 
pass down Pass an apple down to me. (S) 
pass off (1) happen. The performance passed off 

quite successfully. 
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(2) fade, decrease, //as your toothache passed 
off yet? 

(3) treat as unimportant. (S) The man passed 
off the insult as a poor joke. 

(4) palm off by fraud. (S) He passed the out- 
of-date com off to an unsuspecting bus-conductor. 

pass off (as) represent faiseiy. (S) She passed her- 

self off as a duchess. 
pass on Pass the box of chocolates on. (S) 
pass out (1) faint; become unconscious. (Slang) 

His wife passed out on hearing that he had had 

an accident 

(2) graduate. Fifty students will pass out at 

the end of term. 
pass up miss (a chance). (S) You shouldn't pass 

up such a chance to see the world, 
patch up (1) mend with patches. (S) She patched 

up his old jacket. 

(2) mend, settle (a quarrel, etc.). (S) They have 

now patched their quarrel up and are good 

friends once more. 
pay back (1 ) return (what is owing). (S) He has not 

paid the ten dollars back. Have I paid you back? 
(2) take revenge on. (S) / shall pay him back 

for all his crimes against me. 
pay off (1) pay (a person) wages and discharge 

him. (S) He has already paid his servant off and 

sent her away. 

(2) pay in full (one's debts, etcj. (S) Has she 
paid off the debt yet? 

(3) be successful. The plan paid off, and I 
caught Jones in the very act of stealing my pen. 

payout (1) spend. {S) I must have paid £5G out on 

repairs this month. 

(2) punish (in revenge). (S) I'll pay you out for 

your treachery. 
pay out (or away) slacken (a rope). (A nautical 

term) (S) The sailors paid out the rope until the 

ship began to slide away. 
pay up pay (in full) a debt. Don't lend him any 

money : he never pays up. 
peg out die. (Slang) I'm sorry to say he pegged out 

after a heart attack. 
pension off dismiss with a pension. (S) It's time old 

Joe was pensioned off. 
pick off ( 1 ) He picked off the largest apple. (S) 
(2) shoot one by one. (Colloquial) (S) Enemy 

snipers picked off half of our patrol. 
pick out (1) choose, select. (S) She picked out the 

most expensive pair of shoes. 

(2) distinguish. (S) / can't pick John out on 

this old school photograph. 
pick up (1) lift up (from the ground). (S) "Pick up 

your feet " shouted the angry sergeant. 

(2) collect (S) His wife will pick up all the eggs. 



(3) acquire by chance= (S) / nicked up a vaJu- 
able painting at an auction the other day. 

(4) learn casually. IS) / picked this informa- 
tion up while waiting in the queue. 

(5) collect (a person or a thing) in a car, a boat 
etc. (S) My friend has arranged to pick me up at 
6 o'clock. 

(6) recover one's strength or health. (Collo- 
quial) The patient has picked up considerably 
during the last two weeks. 

(7) rescue. (S) The survivors were picked up 
in the Red Sea. 

pile (it) on exaggerate. (Slang) (S) He was prob- 
ably piling it on when he told us the story of 
that crash. 

pile up put into a heap, accumulate. iS) The lumber- 
jacks piled the logs up at the edge of the forest 

pin dovvn (1) fasten down. (S) The two boys were 
pinned down by the huge beam which had col- 
lapsed. 

(2) make a person be precise about a matter. 
(S) The police tried to pin the bov down to details 
about the accident 

pin up fasten up (with a pin). iS] Miss farthing 
pinned up a big notice. 

pipe down stop talking. (Colloquial) Mr Smith 
told the boys to pipe down, 

pipe up start talking. (Colloquial) 'Where are you 
going?" Alfred suddenly piped up. 

pitch in set to work energetically. (Colloquial) If 
you all pitch in, we shall finish the work in an 
hour. 

piay about play (without any purpose, etc.). Several 
children were playing about in the yard. 

play about (or around) with meddle with. You 
must never play around with this gun. 

play down make or cause to appear less important 
(S) The brave man played down his part in the 
rescue of the trapped miners during the pit 
disaster. 

play in make music while someone goes in (a 
building, a room, etc.). (S) The band played in 
the mayor and his wife. 

play off finish, dispose of. (Used In sport) {S)AII 
the matches must be played off by the end of the 
month. 

play off (against) set two people or things in 
rivalry. (S) She played one boy-friend off against 
the other. 

play out (1) play until the end (of a game). (S) 
As neither of the two teams had gained any 
points, they decided to play the match out until 
a goal had been scored. 

(2) make music while someone leaves (a build- 
ing, a room, etc.). (S) The village band played 
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out the regiment when they /eft their barracks 
to go abroad. 

(3) play until the end. (S) The actors p/ayed the 
comedy out in spite of the mishap. 
piay up (1) put aii one's energy into a game. Come 
on! Play up! 

(2) tease, torment. (Slang) (S) The class played 
the new teacher up. 

(3) publicise. (S) For several months the big 
film has been played up in our town. 

play up to flatter. (Colloquial) For his own advant- 
age, he constantly played up to his boss. 
played out exhausted. (Used only in the passive) 

(Colloquial) / am completely played out after my 

strenuous walk. 
plough up Farmer Green has ploughed up this field. 

(S) 
pluck up snatch up, gather up. (3) He could not 

pluck up enough courage to propose to Betty. 
plug away at try hard at. (Colloquial) Tom plugged 

away at his violin lessons for ten years before he 

became famous. 
point out show, indicate. (S) My guide pointed out 

the famous caves. 
polish off (1) finish off. (Colloquial) (S) Not many 

boxers can polish off an opponent in two rounds. 

The hungry child soon polished the meal off, 
(2) beat, kill. (S) The leader of the gang 

threatened to polish Tim off. 
polish up (1) make very bright (S) i-le spent all 

day polishing up his new car. 

(2) revise, brush up. (S) You must polish up 

your English before you go to London, 
pop in (or over or round) visit a person. (Slang) 

Pop in whenever you have the time. 
pop off (1 ) die. (Slang) What shall I do if you pop 

off suddenly? 

(2) go. (Slang) Tom popped off home after 

school. 
pop up arise unexpectedly. (Colloquial) We were 

discussing the new school when Mr Short's 

name popped up. 
post up ( 1 ) put up in a public place, (S) The king's 

soldiers posted up the royal proclamation. 

(2) keep (a person) informed. (S) Post me up 

on all the gossip when you next come. 
pour down (or forth or out) (1) send or give out 

freely. (Generally not separated with a noun) The 

sun poured down its heat. She poured out a long 

tale of her sufferings. 

(2) come or go in large numbers. Hundreds of 

people poured out when the fire started. 
press on continue (with determination). If we press 

on, we may reach the village by nightfall. 
pull down (1) S.he pulled the blinds down, (S) 



(2) demolish. (S) All the old slums have now 
been pulled down. 
pull sn ( 1) / would have fallen out had .he .not pulled 
me in. (S) 

(2) enter a station. (Used of trains) The ex 
press train pulled in at noon. 

(3) stop at a garage, etc. (Used of cars) The 
driver pulled in at a roadside cafe. 

pull off (1) Who pulled the handle off? (S) 

(2) win. succeed in. (S) It was a difficult feat, 

but he pulled it off. 
pull out {^) He pulled out a big wallet (S) 

(2) leave. (Colloquial) The army decided to pull 

out and abandon the town to the enemy. 
pull over drive to the side of the road. The car 

pulled over when I blew my horn. 
pull round recover (after an illness). It took him a 

long time to pull round. 
pull through (1 ) recover. The doctor thinks that the 

man will pull through. 

(2) save from ruin. (Generally separated) He 

was determined to pull the firm through. 
pull up (1 ) Pull up a chair and sit down. (S) 

(2) stop (a horse, a car, etc.). (Separable when 
transitive) The driver pulled up at the traffic lights. 

(3) correct, check. (S) Pull me up whenever I 
pronounce a word incorrectly. 

pump out Have you pumped all the water out? (S) 

pump up inflate. (S) He soon pumped up the spare 
tyre. 

push off leave, depart. (Colloquial) We .must push 
off now: it's getting late. 

push on (or aSong) continue, go forward. (Collo- 
quial) We shall have to push on if we wish to 
reach the village before evening. 

put about (1) worry. (Used only in the passive) 
His mother was very put about (or out) by his 
long absence. 

(2) circulate. (S) The rumour was put about 
that the Prime Minister had resigned. 

(3) turn. (A nautical term) The ship put about 
and headed for the nearest land. 

(4) inconvenience, trouble. (S) The guest did 
not wish to put .his .hostess about. 

put across successfully convey. (Colloquial) (S) 
Yes, he understands the subject well — but can 
he put it across? 

put aside (1) put on one's side. (S) She put her 
knitting aside and went to the door. 

(2) leave until later. (S) He put the problem 
aside and went for a walk. 

(3) save. (S) How much did you put aside every 
month while you were working abroad? 

put away (1) put (things) tidily in their place. (S) 
Ted has already put his toys away. 
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(2) discard, leave behind. (S) When he became 
a man, he put away childish thoughts. 

(3) save. (S) He put away half his wage every 
week. 

(4) consume (food, drink, etc.). (Siang) (S) 
He put away as much food as he could while he 
had the chance. 

(5) confine in prison, a mental home, etc. 
(Slang) (S) He's crazy: he ought to be put away. 

put back (1) replace. (S) He put the books back 
where he had found them. 

(2) return. (Generally used of boats) The small 
yacht put back to shore. 

(3) retard. (S) Remember to put your clock 
back before going to bed. 

put by (1) save. (S) Mr Jones had put £I,QQQ by 

for future use. 

(2) neglect, set on one side. (S) He put the idea 

by and then forgot about it. 
put down (1) lower place down. (S) You may 

put down your hands now, " said the wary sheriff. 

(2) suppress, crush. (S) The government soon 
put down the revolt. 

(3) write. (S) Put my name down for the com- 
petition. 

put down (for) consider (as), reckon (as). (Gener- 
ally separated) It was obvious that he put Harold 
down for an idiot 

put down (to) attribute (to). (Generally separated) 
The old farmer puts his long life down to hard 
work. 

put forward (1) advance, propose. (S) We put 
forward this idea to the committee. 

(2) advance (a clock). (S) Put your watch for- 
ward; its slow. 

put in (1) place in, hold in. (S) ''Put in your 
stomach I" cried Sergeant-Major Hardy. 

(2) enter, submit (a claim, etc.). (S) He has put 
in a claim for damages. 

(3) show. (S) Did she put in an appearance at 
the dance? 

(4) interpose. ''Why are you going there?" 
John put in. 

(5) spend (time, etc.). (Colloquial) (S) I put in 
more than ten hours at the job yesterday. 

(6) call. The ship will put in at Colombo 
tomorrow. 

put in (for) ask (for), make a claim (for). Six em- 
ployees have put in for a wage increase. 

put off (1) take off, remove. (Often used figura- 
tively) (S) Put off childish fancies. 

(2) discourage, deter. (Generally separated) 
Tom put me off my trip to Japan by telling me all 
about the typhoons which I might meet on the 
way. 



(3) postpone. (S) The meeting has been nut 
off until next week. 

(4) evade, (S) The tenant tried to put off the 
landlord with many hard-luck stories. 

(5) leave shore. The boat put off earlier this 
morning. 

(6) switch off. (S) Put the lights off before you 
ga to bed. 

put on (1) dress oneself in, put clothes on. (S) 
/ put on my old clothes for the journey, 

(2) advance (a clock). (S) Don't forget to put 
your watch on yvhen you go to bed. 

(3) assume. (S) It is not easy to put on an air 
of innocence. 

(4) produce. (S) Who is putting on the play? 

(5) impose on. (Colloquial) Don't let yourself 
be put on. 

(6) gain, increase. (S) Has he put any weight 
on? 

(7) switch on. (S) Put the light on, please. 
put it on exaggerate emotion, etc. (Colloquial) 

(Separated) / could tell the little girl was putting 
it on in order to get more sympathy. 
put out (1) place outside, drive out expel. (S) 
Have you put out the cat? 

(2) extend, hold out. (S) He put out his hand 
for me to shake. 

(3) begin a voyage, set sail. The tiny vessel put 
out to sea. 

(4) extinguish. (S) The firemen soon put out 
the fire, 

(5) switch off. (S) Put out the light now! 

(6) annoy. (Generally used in the passive) (S) 
/ was put out by his attitude to me. 

(7) inconvenience, trouble. (S) The kind stranger 
said he did not want to put us out by accepting 
our invitation. 

(8) dislocate. (S) / must have put my shoulder 
out while I was playing cricket 

(S) publish. (S) Dr Wisehead has just put out 
a pamphlet on education. 
put over gain appreciation for. (S) She has a talent 

for putting over any good song. 
put through (1) carry out. (S) The new plan has 
been put through successfully, 

(2) connect (by telephone). (Generally separ- 
ated) Please put me through to Extension 1Q4. 

put to almost shut (a door). (Colloquial) (Gener- 
ally separated) It's cold in this room; please 
put the door to. 

put up (1 ) raise, hold up. (S) Please help me to put 
the ladder up. 

(2) raise (prices). (S) Butter has been put up 
to five dollars a pound. 
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(3) put aside, lay away. (S) SA/e decided to put 
our car up for the winter, 

(4) buiid, erect. (S) i've put a shed up at the 
end of my garden, 

(5) lodge. We put up for the night at the village 
inn. 

(6) provide lodgings for. IS) Mrs Fairchild said 
she would put the student up only if he could 
find nowhere else to stay. 

(7) propose (for election). (S) The party put up 
Mr Johnson as their candidate, 

IB) offer for sale (by auction). (S) Three valuable 
vases have been put up for tomorrow's auction. 

(9) provide (for a business purpose). (S) His 
father put up the money for his dental clinic. 

(10) perform, (3) His opponent put up a good 
fight before he submitted. 

put up (to) (1) instigate (to). (Generally separated) 

"Who put you up to this?" asked the policeman. 
(2) leave a matter for a person's consideration. 

(Generally separated) / put it up to him whether 

to go or to stay. 
put up with tolerate, suffer, bear. The teacher 

refused to put up with the boy's laziness. 
puzzle out think out. solve. (S) / stayed up half the 

night trying to puzzle out this problem. 
rake out She raked out the fire. (S) 
rake up (1) The farmer raked up the hay, (S) 

(2) revive, stir up (an old quarrel, a story, etc.). 

(S) Smith was determined to rake up the old 

quarrel. 
rap out speak loudly or sharply. (S) The corporal 

rapped out an order. 
rattle off recite quickly. (Colloquial) (S) He rattled 

off the names of several cities he had visited. 
rattle on (or away or along) talk quickly and ener- 
getically. (Colloquial) '77/ tell you some strange 

news. " the old man rattled on. 
read off read quickly or fluently. (S) He read off the 

names of the places he had visited. 
read on continue reading. "Read on. please/said 

Mr Thompson. 
read out read aloud. (S) All the class listened 

intently as Walter read his essay out. 
read over (or through) examine thoroughly. (S) 

He read my story through and gave me his 

opinion of it 
read up study. (S) We were asked to read up our 

notes before the interview. 
reason out reach a result by reasoning. (S) / 

cannot reason out the answer to the problem you 

gave me. 
reckon in include. (S) When I was counting up 

the money I had spent, I forgot to reckon in the 

new pen I had bought — hence the mistake. 



reckon up count up, find the total number or 

amount of. (S) He quickly reckoned up the bill 

and wrote out a cheque for the amount 
reel off say quickly and without effort. (S) The 

student reeled off the names of a dozen famous 

scientists. 
render up give up. (S) The defeated noblemen had 

to render up their lands to the. conqueror. 
ride off (or away) She rode off without speaking. 
ride out survive (a storm). (S) The ship rode out the 

gale and returned safely to harbour. 
rig out (or up) clothe., dress. (S) Mrs Brown 

rigged Jimmy out as a spaceman for the fancy- 
dress party. 
rig up quickly construct (a temporary building). (S) 

He rigged up a small shed in which he could store 

the canoe during the winter months. 
ring off put down the telephone. He suddenly rang 

off in the middle of the conversation. 
ring up telephone. (S) Ring me up at six o'clock. 
rinse out Rinse the basin out please. (S) 
rip off tear off quickly. (S) She ripped the cover off 

but saw nothing underneath. 
rise up rebel. 77?© slaves rose up when their cruel 

masters denied them food, 
roll in come in large amounts or quantities. 

Offers of help rolled in v^'hen people heard of his 

sad plight. 
roll on (or by or along) move steadily on, pass by. 

The months rolled by and still he did not return. 
roll up (^) He rolled up his sleeves and set to 

work. (S) 
(2) arrive. It was half- past nine when 

Simpson at last rolled up. 
root out (or up) (1) pull up (by. the roots). (S) The 

irresponsible youth has rooted out all the young 

plants, 

(2) search for and find. (S) / shall give you the 
photographs after I have rooted them out 

(3) destroy. (S) Hitler wished to root out the 
whole Jewish race. 

rope in (1) enclose (with rope). (Generally not 

separated with a noun) The settlers soon roped 

in small plots of land. 

(2) Induce (a person) to join an organisation, a 

movement or a cause. (Generally separated) We 

must rope Ted in; he's an excellent singer 
rope off separate (with rope). (S) A special section 

of the stadium was roped off for the official party. 
round off complete (with a suitable ending). (S) 

He rounded off his short speech by thanking 

everyone who had assisted him. 
round out become (or cause to become) rounded. 

(Separable when transitive) He has gained weight 
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Bnd his face seems to have rounded out in the 

fast few years. 
round up gather together. (S) The po/ice soon 

rounded the rioters up. 
rout out forcibly bring out scoop out. (S) The 

patrol spent several days in the jungle, routing out 

the remaining rebels. 
rub in remind a person of something unpleasant. 

(Colloquial) (S) / know that I forgot to bring the 

key: there's no need to rub it in. 
rub off remove (a mark) by rubbing. (S) She 

rubbed the soot off. 
rub out erase. (S) Did he succeed in rubbing out 

the mistake? 
rub up (1) polish up, smooth by rubbing. (S) He 

asked the goldsmith to rub up the ring. 

(2) renew, revise. (S) The boy wanted to rub up 

his English, as he had finished studying a few 

years before. 
ruffle up (1) disturb and make untidy. (S) Shirley's 

hair was all ruffled up when she got out of the 

sports car 

(2) become or make angry, vexed, excited. 

(Separable when transitive) He was obviously 

ruffled up by the opposition he met. 
rule off separate by ruling. (Separable when transi- 
tive) Rule off at the end of the exercise. 
rule out exclude. (S) The police ruled out the pos- 
sibility of suicide. 
run about A few children were running about. 
run away (or off) flee. The boys ran off after they 

had broken the window. 
run away with (1) accept (readily or quickly). Don't 

run away with the idea that this examination will 

be easy. 

(2) steal. The thieves managed to run away 
with all the jewels. 

(3) become uncontrollable. His temper ran 
away with him and later he regretted what he 
did. 

run down (1) overtake and capture. (S) The 
police ran down the thief at the far end of the 
wood. 

(2) disparage. (Colloquial) (S) Jones was con- 
stantly running down his boss. 

(3) discover after searching. (S) / managed to 
run down the manuscript. 

(4) unwell, weak (through ill-health or over- 
work). (Used only in the passive) The man 
appeared to be run down, so the manager gave 
him a holiday. 

(5) stop functioning, need rewinding or re- 
charging. M/ watch has run down. The batteries 
must have run down. 



(6) collide with and knock over. (S) The care- 
less driver ran down the two cyclists. 

run in (1) arrest (and imprison). (Colloquial) (S) 
The man was run in for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 

(2) drive slowly (so as not to damage new 
machinery or engines). (S) / am still running this 
car in. 

run off (1) drain off. (S) She ran off the fat on the 
top of the meat. 

(2) print. (S) The company ran off several 
hundred brochures. 

(3) complete (in sport). (S) They ran the heats 
off last Tuesday. 

run on (1) talk incessantly. Once she began to 

speak, the old woman would run on for hours. 
(2) continue (without a break). The paragraph 

runs on to the next page. 
run out (1) leak, drain. (Separable when transitive) 

The water must be running out somewhere on 

this side. Can you locate the leak? 

(2) project, jut out. The building runs out into 
the road at this point. 

(3) depart (running). He ran out without even 
saying good-bye 

(4) finish, become exhausted. The lemonade 
has run out. Can you borrow some more bottles? 
My patience is quickly running out 

(5) expire. The policeman told the driver that 
his licence had run out 

(6) dismiss a batsman in cricket by hining the 
wicket with the ball while he is running. (S) The 
Australian captain was run out 

run over overflow. Someone must have left the tap 

on, for the water was running over and flooding 

the bathroom. 
run through pierce (with a sword). (Generally 

separated) The knight ran the villain through with 

his sword. 
run up (1) raise, hoist. (S) The two soldiers ran the 

national flag up to mark the independence 

celebrations. 

(2) add up quickly. (S) Please run up the two 
columns of figures and see if they balance. 

(3) increase quicklv/. The sales of the book ran 
up overnight 

(4) build, erect (quickly). (S> The builder ran 
up a fence between the two houses. 

(5) stitch quickly. (S) His wife soon ran up the 
small tear in his coat 

(6) accumulate, incur (bills). (S) / soon ran up a 
bill for £50 at this hotel. 

run up against encounter. The firm has run up 
against great competition. 
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save up She saved up enough money to buy a car, 

(S> 
saw up cut into pieces (with a saw). (S) Jacob has 

already sawn the branch up: now we have plenty 

of firewood. 
scrape along manage to exist (in the face of diffi- 
culties, etc.). For five years we scraped along on 

my small pension. 
scrape off He scraped the mud off. (3) 
scrape out Marjorie will scrape the pan out (S) 
scrape up save or collect with much difficulty. 

(Colloquial) (S) Fred tried hard but could scrape 

up only a few shillings. 
scratch, along manage to live. (Slang) Though 

their father was usually out of work, they 

scratched along. 
scratch out erase. (S) Scratch my name out, 

please: I don't want to participate, 
screw up (1) tighten by turning a screw. (S) He 

screwed up the handle which had become loose. 

(2) twist up. (S) Sne screwed the letter up and 
threw it into the waste -pa per basket. 

(3) make tight, contract. (S) Janet screwed up 
her nose to show her disapproval. 

(4) gather up (courage, etc.). (S) / screwed up 
my courage and spoke to her. 

scrub out remove by scrubbing. (S) Did she 
manage to scrub out the purple mark? 

search out seek and find. (S) The first thing which 
the refugee did was to search out his brother, 

see in welcome in. (Generally separated) They all 
waited to see the New Year in. 

see off accompany (a person) to the point of 
departure. (Generally separated) I saw my friends 
off at the station, 

see out (1) accompany (a person) to the door, etc. 
(Generally separated) Please don't bother to see 
me out: I can easily find the way. 

(2) wait until something is finished. (Generally 
separated) He did not enjoy the film but was 
determined to see it out. 

see through ensure that a task is completed. 
(Generally separated) Once he began to investi- 
gate the matter he was determined to see it 
through. 

seek out look for and find. (S) He is still endeavour- 
ing to seek out a suitable assistant. 

sell off sell cheaply the remainder of one's stock. 
(S) They are selling off these old radios at 
Jackson's. 

sell out (1) sell all or part of one's share in a busi- 
ness. The small textile firm refused to sell out 
(2) sell all one's stock of a particular article. 
I'm afraid there are no more of these cups left: 
we've sold out 



send away (1) cause to go away. (S) She sent her 

son away for a holiday in the country. 

(2) dismiss. (S) The headmaster has sent 

Hickson away. 
send down (1) cause to go down. (S) 77?© foreman 

sent me down to see what you were doing in this 

mine. 

(2) suspend or expel (an undergraduate) from a 

university. (S) He was sent down for mis- 
behaviour. 
send in (1 ) send to the proper person or authority. 

(S) Have you sent in your application form? 
(2) enter for a competition or an exhibition. (S) 

He sent in several poems and a short story for 

the competition. 
send off (1) dispatch. (S) He sent all the letters off 

yesterday. 

(2) send away from a game for fouling. (S) 
The referee sent Jones off. 

(3) accompany (a person) to the point of 
departure. (Cf. see off) (S) We all went to the 
station to send Tony off. 

send on send ahead or in advance, forward. (S) 

We have sent on our baggage by sea. 
send out (or round) distribute. (S) The circulars 

have all been sent out 
send up send to a higher authority. (S) His request 

for leave was sent up (to the head office) for 

approval. 
serve out (or round) distribute. (S) The Fed Cross 

served out tins of food to all the earthquake 

victims. 
sen/e up prepare, cook (a meal). (S) She served up 

an excellent lunch. 
set about spread (a rumour, etc.). (3) Who set this 

rumour about? 
set aside (or by) ( 1 ) put on one side (for use 

later). (3) She set aside her winter clothes and 

took out her summer frocks. 

(2) reserve. (S) The hotel manager set two 
pleasant rooms aside for us. 

(3) disregard. (3) The committee set aside all 
the director's objections. 

set back (1) put back, stop the progress of (a 
person or a thing. (3) The news of her brother's 
death set Kitty back and caused the doctors 
great concern. I shall set my watch back by five 
minutes. 

(2) cost a person a lot of money. (Slang) 
(Generally separated) This new pen set me back 
£5. 

set down (1 ) put down. (S) He set down the heavy 
sack and rested. 

(2) cause or allow to get down. (S) The driver 
set us down in the middle of the moor. 
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(3) write, record. (S) The police sergeant set 
down the charges made against the prisoner. 

(4) propound, prescribe, fix. (Cf. lay down (3)) 
(S) "We have found it necessary to set down 
certain additional rules, " the warden of the hostel 
told the students. 

set down as consider reckon. (Generally 
separated) / set him down as a professional 
boxer. 

set forth (1) start on a journey. We set forth at 
dawn. 

(2) expound. (S) Our science teacher set forth 
the principles of gravity to the whole class. 

(3) display, show. (S) She set forth all her new 
ornaments on the shelves. 

set in begin, become established, fall. Darkness set 
in before the climbers reached the village. 

set off (1) start on a journey. What time did they 
set off? 

(2) start (a chain of events). (S) The unpopular 
law set off a series of protests. 

(3) start a person doing something. (Always 
separated) The comedian set everyone off 
laughing. 

(4) contrast with, embellish. (S) The pink wall 
helps to set off the bright green curtains. 

(5) explode. (S) Who set the firework off? 
set out (1) start on a journey. We set out at day- 
break yesterday and have been travelling ever 
since. 

(2) decorate, adorn. (Generally separated) She 
set herself out very attractively for the ball. 

(3) display, arrange. (S) He was able to set out 
only a small number of musical instruments in his 
shop window. 

(4) state. (S) What were the reasons he set out 
for his decision? 

set to begin (actively). The men set to and worked 

with great determination. 
set up (1) erect. (3) The scouts quickly set the 

tents up. 

(2) establish. (S) The king set up a special 
group of soldiers to guard him. 

(3) provide, (Generally separated) My patron 
set me up with a lot of money and a library of 
good books. 

(4) utter. (Rarely separated) The monkeys set 
up such a commotion that we could hardly hear 
ourselves speak. 

set up (as) begin a practice or business (as). Hood 
has set up as a psychiatrist in that district. 

set up (for or as) pretend to be, demand that 
others recognise one. That man sets up for a 
doctor, but I think he has no qualifications. I 



don't set myself up as an authority on English 

grammar 
settle down become contented in (and attached to) 

a new job or place. The young clerk has greatly 

improved recently: he now seems to have settled 

down. The family soon settled down in India. 
settle down (to) begin to work steadily (at). He 

settled down to correcting the large number of 

examination papers. 
settle in move in and accustom oneself to a new 

house or job. We shall come to visit you after you 

have both had time to settle in. 
settle up (with) pay one's debts (to). Can you give 

me ten shillings to settle up with the taxi-driver? 
sew up She sewed up the tear in Sam's shirt. (S) 
shake off get rid of (usually people). (S) He knew 

he was being followed but could not shake off 

his pursuers. 
shake out / picked up the blanket and shook the 

dust out. (S) 
shake up (1) mix by shaking. (S) "You must shake 

up the medicine each time before you take it, " 

the nurse said. 

(2) shock. (S) The driver was badly shaken up 

by the accident and was taken to hospital. 
shave off Why don't you shave off your beard? (S) 
sheer off part, depart, go away. (Colloquial) Tom 

sheered off when he saw a master approaching. 
shell out pay up. {Slang) Joan's boy-friend refused 

to shell out for the cinema. 
shoot ahead advance rapidly. The Olympic swimmer 

soon shot ahead and left the others far behind. 
shoot down (1) kill or wound by shooting. (S) The 

soldiers were ordered to shoot down anyone seen 

in the streets during the curfew. 

(2) shoot (aeroplanes). (S) Seven enemy planes 

were shot down. 
shoot out emerge quickly or suddenly, A rabbit 

shot out and disappeared into the other side of 

the wood. 
shoot up (1 ) rise quickly or suddenly. Several hands 

shot up as soon as the teacher asked the 

question. 

(2) terrorise (a town, etc.) by indiscriminate 

shooting. (S) The cowboys decided to visit Tomb- 
stone and shoot the place up, 
show off (1) display. (S) The hostess showed off 

her antique furniture to all the guests. 

(2) boast. Don't show off so much—try to be 

modest. 
show up (1) expose to contempt or ridicule. (S) 

My old enemy did his best to show me up at the 

meeting. 

(2) become vivid or obvious. Her dark hair 

showed up against the white pillow. 
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shut In ID prevent from leaving a building, a room, 

etc. (3) She shut the dog in and went out 

(2) enclose. (Separable but often used in the 

passive) The house was shut In by trees, 
shut off (1) turn off. (S) The engine-driver shut off 

steam, 

(2) prevent contact (with society, etc.). (S) "I 

fee/ shut off up here by myself, " said the lonely 

shepherd. After her husband's death, she shut 

herself off from all her friends. 
shut out prevent from entering a building, a room, 

etc. IS) She shut her husband out in a fit of 

temper. 

shut to close, fasten. (Generally separated) Please 

shut the door to. 
shut up (1) put away in a safe or a box. (S) She 

shut her diamond rings up. 

(2) close the doors and windows of a building, 
(Separable when transitive) Don't forget to shut 
up when you leave the shop. 

(3) stop talking. (Slang) 'Shut up and listen to 
your father^ " his mother said. 

(4) make a person stop talking. (Colloquial) (S) 
/ succeeded in shutting him up before he told 
them our secret. 

sing out call out. (Slang) 'Sing out when you're 

ready to begin eating, " his wife called. 
sit back relax, rest, do nothing. I've done my share 

of the work: now I shall sit back. 
sit in stay in to look after a baby or a child, etc. 

Have you got anyone to sit in this evening? 
sit out (1) stay until the end of. (Cf. see out (2) 
(Generally separated) vV'e decided to sit the play 
out even though it was such a failure. 

(2) take no part in. IS) "/ would like to sit this 
dance out, " she said. 
sit up (1) not go to bed. / sat up all night waiting 
for you to come back. 

(2) take careful notice; make a person take 
notice (by shocking him. etc.). {S\ang) Everyone 
sat up when they heard that James was going to 
be promoted. He made them sit up when he said 
he was going to leave, 
size up (1) estimate the size of. (S) The builder had 
soon sized up the total area of the house. 

(2) judge (the value of a person or a thing). (S) 
/ sized up the young man as soon as he entered; 
f knew he was unreliable. 
sketch out produce an outline of a drawing, a plan, 
etc, (S) He sketched out his ideas for increasing 
productivity. 
slack off (or away) become lazy. (Colloquial) David 
suddenly slacked off when he entered the fifth 
form. 



sleep in sleep too long. I'm sorry I'm late for work 

this morning: I slept in. 
sleep off get rid of by sleep. (S) He slept off his 

drunkenness. 
sleep on continue sleeping. She slept on after the 

bell had rung. 
slice up cut into slices. (S) The butcher sliced up 

the bacon. 
slip up make a mistake. (Colloquial) The thief 
slipped up when he told the police he was in the 
cafe at the time of the theft. 
slope off go away. (Slang) The stranger sloped off 

when the policeman arrived. 
slow down go or make go more slowly, reduce 
speed. (Separable when transitive) The driver 
slowed down at the roundabout 
smash up break violently. (S) The youths smashed 

up the furniture. 
smell out (1) discern by smelling. (S) The dogs 
were successful in smelling out the fugitive. 

(2) discern by careful searching. (S) It's clear 
that .he'll smell out the plot. 
smoke out drive out by means of smoke. (S) Did 

you smoke out the ants? 
smooth away (or out) get rid of difficulties, etc. (S) 
He smoothed out all the obstacles that had 
hindered us when we tried to get visas. 
snap up take suddenly, buy quickly. (S) All the 

bargains have long since been snapped up. 
snowed under surfeited with (work, letters, etc.). 
(Generally used in the passive) (Colloquial) / am 
snowed under with work. 
snowed up (or in or under) enclosed, covered, or 
surrounded by snow. The tiny village was snowed 
up for a long time. 
soak up absorb. (S) The big spange soaked up all 

the water on the floor. 
soften up reduce enemy resistance by bombard- 
ment. (A military term) (S) The air force softened 
up the town before the enemy entered. 
sort out (or over) separate or arrange into groups. 

(S) She sorted out her summer clothes. 
space out set out with regular spaces. (S) The 

printing was very well spaced out 

speak out (or up) (1 ) speak loudly or clearly. Speak 

up! We cannot hear you at the back of the room. 

(2) state one's views freely, without fear. The 

newcomer spoke up and opposed our plan. 

speed up Increase speed. He speeded up when he 

saw that he was being followed. 
spell out say or write out each letter of a word. (S) 
What did you say? Will you please spell the word 
out? 
spin out prolong. (S) The speaker spun out a half 
hour talk for one whole hour. 
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spit Jt out speak louder te!! everything. (Slang) 

(Separated) Sptt it out and iet us know the truth. 
split up divide. (Separable when transitive) The 

class split up into four groups for reading. 
spur on encourage, drive on. (S) He spurred us on 

to greater efforts. 
spy out discover by spying. (Generally not 

separated) He spied out the land and deciaed it 

was safe to proceed. 
square up repay. (Colloquial) (S) We can square the 

difference up later. I shall square up with you 

tomorrow, 
stamp out destroy, extinguish. (S) The secret police 

stamped out all opposition to the dictator. 
stand about stand aimlessly, without' apparent 

occupation. Several of the strikers were standing 

about on the street corner. 
stand by (1) stand near (a F>erson or a thing). He 

stood by and did not even offer to help me. 
(2) be ready to help or to act. Six fire-engines 

from the next town stood by in case of a further 

outbreak of fire. 
stand down retire. He stood down and let his 

friend be nominated for the post. 
stand in (for) substitute (for). Joyce got her big 

chance when she stood in for the famous actress. 
stand in (with) have a secret agreennent (with)= 

The detective was sure that the jeweller was 

standing in with the thieves. 
stand out (1) be prominent be conspicuous. His 

mistake stands out a mile in the report. 

(2) continue to oppose, resist Six workers still 

stood out even after an agreement had been 

reached with their union. 
stand out for insist on. The union leader stood out 

for an increase in pay before he would allow the 

men to return to work. 
stand over be postponed. The debate will stand 

over until next week. 
stand to take up a position (Nautical): take one's 

post (Military). H.M.S. "Loyal" stood to and 

assisted in the manoeuvre. Lieutenant Sande.^s 

gave the order for the guard to stand to. 
stand up We all stood up when the ladies came 

into the room. 
stand up for support. The chief stood up for his 

assistants in the argument. 
stand up to (1) face bravely, withstand. (Used of 

persons) The man stood up to all attempts at 

bribery. 

(2) withstand- (Used of things) This car will 

stand up to all kinds of strain. 
start off (or out) (1) begin- He started off by saying 

how much he appreciated our invitation to 

address the meeting. 



(2) begin a journey. We started out at dawn. 
start up (1) jump up. She started up when her 

former boy-friend entered. 

(2) set in motion, cause to begin. (S) Shall I 

start The car up this morning ? 
stave off keep a person or thing at a distance. (S) 

f\Aiss PI ay fair staved off all offers of marriage by 

pretending to be a man-hater. 
stay in remain at home. I'm staying in this evening: 

I have a lot of work to do. 
stay out remain outdoors. Barbara made her father 

very anxious by staying out until midnight. 
stay up (1) remain up. The hook won't stay up: it 

keeps on falling down. 

(2) remain out of bed. She stayed up all night 

reading this book. 
step aside Step aside while I talk to you. 
step by (or past) She stepped by without even 

speaking. 
step down (1) The actor stepped down and 

threatened to hit the man in the audience, 

(2) withdraw, retire. He stepped down to give 

his brother a chance. 
step in (1) enter (a house, a room, etc.). Step in 

and have some tea. 

(2) intervene. The two men were Just about to 

quarrel when Mr Day stepped in. 
step out (1 ) go outside. Step out a moment and 

I'll show you my new car. 

(2) walk more quickly. We began to step out 
when we realised how late it v^'as. 

(3) withdraw. Many shareholders stepped out 
when the business was at a low ebb. 

step up (1) go up, walk up. Step up to Mr Green's 

office on the next floor 

(2) accelerate, increase. (S) Production will 

have to be stepped up if the nation wishes to 

compete in the world market. 
stick out (1) project. (S) The rude little boy stuck 

his tongue out at the visitor. 

(2) be obvious (Colloquial) In a piece of written 

work spelling mistakes often stick out, while 

mistakes of construction are sometimes less 

obvious. 
stick out (for) insist on. (Colloquial) The men stuck 

out for better conditions of employment. 
stick (it) out endure (it). (Colloquial) (S) / am sure 

that the job will eventually improve if you will 

only stick it out. 
stick up (1) raise. (S) She stuck her head up and 

laughed. 

(2) project upwards. His shirt collar was stick- 
ing up, 
stick up for support, defend. (Colloquial) Don't 

worry; the boy is able to stick up for himself 
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stir up (1) mix, move around, (S) She stirred up the 
soup. 

(2) rouse, incite to act. (S) He stirred us a// up 
with his magnificent speech. 
stitch up (Cf. sew up) (S) She stitched up the ho/'e 

in my jacket 
stop in remain inside. (Cf. stay in) We stopped in 

ail day. 
stop out remain outside. (Cf. stay out) He stopped 

out unti! dusk. 
stop up (1) remain up. (Cf. stay up) / can't make 
the picture stop up. 

(2) remain out of bed. (Cf. stay up) "Can I stop 
up until Uncle Ted arrives?" Paul asked his 
mother. 
store up Thay stored up a good supply of coal for 

the }A/inter. (S) 
stow away (1) pack away. (S) His wife stowed his 
suits away in the big trunk. 

(2) hide (aboard ship). A man tried to stow 
away on our ship: he was found shortly after 
we had left Bombay. 
straighten out clarify. (S) Mr Smith tactfully 

straightened out the misunderstanding, 
straighten up make oneself neat and tidy. (S) ''Let 
me straighten (myself) up before I meet your 
parents, " said the girl. 
strap up We strapped ourselves up with the safety- 
belts. (S) 
strike in interrupt intervene. ^'Where are you 

going?" ISA ary struck in. 
strike off (1) remove by striking (a blow). (S) He 
struck off the beast's head with one blow of his 
sword. 

(2) cross out. (S) Who struck my name off? 
strike out (1 ) hit wildly (at a person). He struck out 
at his assailant. 

(2) remove, cross out. (S) / struck out the last 
two names in the list. 
strike out for make towards (usually by swim- 
ming, walking, etc.). The explorers struck out for 
the high plateau. 
strike up begin to play or to sing. (S) The band 

suddenly struck up our favourite tune. 
string up hang, lynch. (Colloquial) (S) An angry 

crowd tried to string him up. 
struggle along manage (with difficulty). >4/r/70i/^/7 

we were not rich, we struggled along. 
sum up He summed Mr Peterson's speech up in a 

few words. (S) 
summon up gather together. (S) The pilot sum- 
moned up his courage and jumped out of the 
aeroplane, 
swallow up engulf. (S) The big waves swallowed 
up the tiny boat. 



sweep along (or by or past) rush along, etc. She 

waved to us as she swept along in her new car. 
sweep out Has the room been swept out? (3) 
sweep up The gardener is sweeping up the dead 

leaves in the drive. (S) 
swell out (cr up) expand. The severe toothache 

made his whole face swell out. 
swell up rise up. The river began to swell up. 
switch off prevent electricity, etc. from flowing by 

turning a switch. (S) Switch the light off, please. 
switch on allow electricity, etc. to flow by turning 

a switch. (S) She switched on the fan. 
tag on (after or to) follow closely. (Colloquial) 

Little Johnny tagged on after his sister. 
tail off (or away) decrease, become less. The 

number of students attending the evening course 

tailed off towards Christmas. 
take aback surprise. (Separable but generally used 

in the passive) We were greatly taken aback by 

the news of his departure. 
take along escort. (S) / took my sister along to the 

dance. 
take away He has locked the room and taken the 

key away. (S) 
take back (1) return. (S) Take the sugar back: we 

don't need it. 

(2) withdraw, retract. (Colloquial) (S) / take 

back all I said about his dishonesty. 
take down (1) take to a lower place. (S) He went 

to the shelf and took down a book of poems. 

(2) pull down, pull to pieces. (S) Take down 
your model railway before tea. 

(3) write down, make a note of. (S) The 
reporter took down the whole speech. 

(4) humiliate, snub (a person). (S) Mr Lord is 
far too pompous: he needs to be taken down 
(a peg or two). 

take in (1) carry inside (a house, a room, etc.). (S) 
She took in the washing when it began to rain. 

(2) escort inside, lead inside (a house, a room, 
etc.). (S) He took me in and offered me a cup 
of tea. 

(3) admit, receive (as lodgers or guests). (S) 
The woman takes in lodgers occasionally. 

(4) deceive, cheat. (S) / was completely taken 
in by the thief's disguise. 

(5) include. (S) The duke's estate takes in both 
villages. 

(6) understand. (S) The teacher could tell that 
most of the boys were taking his explanation in. 

(7) make smaller (S) The tailor took in the suit 
at the waist 

(8) subscribe to, buy regularly. / have just 
started to take in the "Daily Times". 

take off (1) remove. (S) Take your hat off. 
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(2) deduct. (S) The shopkeeper took several 
dollars off, as he knew I was a good customer. 

(3) mimic. (S) Many comedians can take off 
famous people. 

(4) rise into the air. The plane is due to take off 
at 3.30 p.m. 

take OR (1) undertake (work, responsibilities, etc.). 
(S) The childless couple said they would be glad 
to take on the responsibility of looking after the 
youth. 

\2) challenge (to a fight). (S) Tom said he 
would take on the big boy any time. 

(3) show extreme grief. (Colloquial) She took 
on terribly when they told her the bad news. 

(4) engage (to work). (S) The foreman took on 
twenty additional labourers for the construction 
of the bridge. 

take out (1) carry outside (a house, a room. etc.). 
iS) He took the parcel out and posted it, 

(2) escort outside, lead outside (a house, a 
room, etc.). (S) She has taken the dog out for a 
Walk. 

(3) remove, extract. (S) How many teeth did 
the dentist take out? 

(4) obtain (a legal right, document etc.). (S) 
He took out a patent, on his new invention. 

(5) accompany out, invite out (to a party, the 
cinema, a dance, etc.). iS) John took Pat out last 
night. 

take over assume control of. (S) Bill has taken the 

business over 
take up (1) raise, pick up. (S) Take the carpet up 

before you move the furniture. 

(2) pursue (a matter). (S) He took the matter up 
with the director. 

(3) occupy (space, one's time, ones energies, 
etc.). (S) My job takes up most of my time. 

(4) interrupt, correct. (S) Suddenly one 
member of the audience took up the speaker on 
the subject of equal rights. 

(5) begin to follow (a profession, a hobby, a 
way of life, etc.). (S) The medical student decided 
to take up surgery. 

(6) shorten. (S) This dress needs taking up at 
the bottom, 

(7) arrest. (S) He was taken up by the police 
for drunkenness last night. 

take up with become friendly with. (Colloquial) 

She took up with the boy after he had saved her 

life. 
talk away continue talking incessantly. She 

talked away for over an hour and told me all her 

troubles. 
talk back (to) argue rudely (with). Don't talk back 

to your father: listen to what he says. 



talk down silence (a person) by talking. (Generally 

separated) / tried to argue with her, but she 

talked me down. 
talk down to talk in a disdainful way to. Miss 

Proud was unpopular because she often talked 

down to the children. 
talk over discuss. (S) We talked the matter over 

but could not reach an agreement. 
talk over (or round) persuade a person by talking. 

(Generally separated) Did you manage to talk 

your father round into letting you come with us? 
tap out lightly strike (letters or words on a type- 
writer, on a Morse transmitting set, etc.), {S) He 

tapped out the short message which would bring 

help. 
tear oneself away (from) leave, decide to leave. 

(Separated) / found it hard to tear myself away 

from such excellent company. 
tear off separate or remove by tearing. (S) He tore 

the paper off and opened the parcel. 
tear out pull out or remove by tearing. (S) Neil tore 

a page out and gave it to me. 
tear up tear into pieces. (S) She tore up the letter 

as soon as she had read it. 
tell off reprove, scold. (S) The teacher told Betty 

off for being late. 
thin out make thin, make less dense, etc. (S) / 

spent all afternoon thinning out the young plants. 
think out (or over) consider (S) We've thought the 

matter over and reached a decision. 
think up invent. (S) Tony thought up a suitable 

excuse for his late arrival. 
thrash out get at the truth of. (S) We will have to 

thrash this whole matter out. 
throw about Joan and Christine were throwing a 

ball about when we last saw them. (S) 
throw aside They threw aside their old toys and 

asked for some new ones. (S) 
throw away (or out) / must throw all this rubbish 

away. (S) 
throw back ('\) A spectator threw the ball back to 

the players. (S) 

(2) delay. (S) This further complication has 

thrown back his recovery by several weeks. 
throw down Mr Black threw down the pupil's 

book in disgust. (S) 
throw oneself down lie down suddenly. 

(Separated) He threw himself down on the 

ground when he saw that the man had a gun. 
throw in (1) throw something into another object. 

(S) She switched on the washing-machine and 

threw the dirty clothes in. 

(2) give something in addition (for the same 

price). (S) / bought the cycle for £6 with a set of 

tools and a spare saddle thrown in. 
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(3) interject casually. (S) Occasionally the 
visiting expert threw in a few words. 
throw off (1) remove rapidly, take off quickly. |S) 
He threw off his coat and sat down. 

12) get rid of, discard. (S) The poor girl found it 
hard to throw off her former boy-friend. 

(3) write something without much effort. (S) 
He threw off an article for me. 
throw out (1) eject cast out, (S) They threw out 
the useless equipment. 

(2) radiate heat light, etc. (S) The fire threw 
out a red glow, 

(3) propose, suggest (casually or vaguely). (S) 
The chairman threw out several good ideas, 

(4) reject (S) The committee has thrown out 
your proposal for the new town. 

throw over abandon. (S) The boy threw over all 
his wild friends when his father was ill. 

throw up (1) raise. (S) He threw up his hands in 
utter amazement 

(2) resign. IS) He threw up his job because of 
his failing fiealth. 

(3) vomit (S) The poor boy ate too much and 
threw up (the whole meal) later in the evening. 

(4) reject, abandon. IS) He threw up his 
previous plan of going abroad for his holidays. 

tick off II) mark with a tick. [S) Mrs Wright ticked 

off all the things she had packed up. 

(2) scold. ISIang) IGenerally separated) She 

ticked him off for staying out so late. 
tick over run slowly |of an engine). The engine 

ticked over softly while we waited for the other 

car to come. 
tide over continue through difficult circumstances. 

(S) yi/e earned enough to tide (us J over through 

hard times. 
tidy up put in order, (S) We must tidy up the room 

before the visitors arrive. 
tie in (with) connect (with), agree (with). His dis- 
appearance ties in with the innkeeper's story. 
tie up f1) bind up. (S) They tied up their victim. 
(2) be busy, not free. (Used mostly in the pas- 
sive) / cannot see you tonight as I am tied up all 

evening. 
tip off warn. (Colloquial) (S) Someone tipped the 

gang off and they escaped before the police 

arrived. 
tip over overturn, (S) The clumsy boy tipped the 

jar of paint over. 
tip up (1) overbalance: (S) / helped him to tip up 

the heavy sack of cOal. 

(2) pay. (Slang) You buy the tickets and 111 

tip up for the meal. 
tire out completely exhaust. (S) The long journey 

tired us all out. 



top up fill. (Colloquial) (S) He topped up the car 

with a special brand of petrol. 
touch down land. The aircraft touched down at 

Rome in order to refuel. 
touch off set off. explode. (S) The incident touched 

off a full-scale war. 
touch ove^ (or up) embellish, improve, (S) He 

touched over his student's painting. 
touch up restore, repair. (S) If you touch the car up 

with a fresh coat of paint it will look like new. 
track down capture by tracking. (S) The detec- 
tives tracked down the man whom they wanted 

to interview. 
tread down crush by treading. IS) The grass was 

trodden down near the cave. 
trifle away waste Itime, money, opportunities, 

etc.). (S) Don't trifle away your time on parties 

and dances. 
trip up cause to stumble. (S) Walter playfully put 

his foot out and tripped his sister up, 
trot out produce, quote. (Colloquial) (S) The 

student trotted Freud out to support his argu- 
ment. 
trump up invent (a story, an excuse, etc.). (Gener- 
ally not separated with a noun) The artful boy 

trumped up a fantastic story about his absence. 
try on (1 ) put on clothes, etc. to find out if they fit 

(S) Try this hat on for size, sir. 

(2) attempt to deceive. (Colloquial) (S) / 

warned him not to try on any more of his tricks. 

Don't try it on with us: we know that you are a 

rogue. 
try out test. (S) Lefs try out the typewriter before 

we finally decide to buy it. 
tuck in eat heartily. (Slang) The .hungry cyclists 

tucked in at the village inn. 
tuck in (or up) fold (bedclothes) closely around a 

child in bed. Tom's father made a habit of tucking 

his small son up every night. 
tune in (to) switch a radio to the proper channel. 

(Separable when transitive) The class tuned in to 

the B.B.C. Overseas Service. Tune your radio in 

to this station every night 
turn about turn to face the opposite direction. He 

suddenly turned about and saw the man who 

was following him. 
turn aside turn in a different direction. (Separable 

when transitive) .He turned aside when he saw his 

old enemy approaching. 
turn away (1) turn or look in a different direction. 

She turned away, for the sight of the accident 

was too much for tier to bear. 

(2) refuse admission, dismiss. (S) The football 

stadium was full and many people had to be 

turned away. 
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turn back turn in a reverse or contrary direction. 

(Separable when transitive) lA/e turned back 

when w© saw the deep snowdrifts on both sides 

of the road. 
turn down (1} put down, fold over. (S) He turned 

down the coilar of his coat. 

(2) reject. (S) The army turned him down on 
account of his poor health, 

(3) reduce or make lower by turning (a tap, a 
switch, etc.). She turned the radio down when 
the telephone rang, 

turn in (1) point Inwards. (Separable when transi- 
tive) His feet turned in, and he walked with a 
limp. 

(2) fold inwards. (S) He turned in the edge of 
the jacket and began stitching it 

(3) go to bed. (Colloquial) We decided to turn 
in early after our long journey. 

turn inside out reverse. (Generally separated) He 

turned ail his pockets inside out but couldn't 

find his keys. 
turn off (1) prevent water an electric current, 

etc. fronn flowing by turning a tap, a switch, 

etc. (S) Turn the lights off before you go to bed. 
(2) depart fronn a route, a path, etc. Turn off 

before you come to Ipswich and take the new 

road to Yarmouth. 
turn on allow water, an electric current, etc. to 

flow by turning a tap, a switch, etc. (S) She 

turned on the television and sat down. 
turn out (1) point outwards. (Separable when 

transitive) He was taught to turn his left foot out 

when he walked. 

(2) expel. (S) The manager turned the boys 
out because they were creating a disturbance. 

(3) prove to be. Everything turned out all right 
in the end. 

(4) produce. (S) The factory turns out twenty 
cars each day. 

(5) ennpty. (S) The police asked everyone to 
turn out their pockets and handbags. 

(6) gather (for a special purpose). More than a 
hundred people turned out to welcome the dis- 
tinguished visitor 

(7) get up. (Colloquial) John did not want to 
turn out on such a cold morning. 

(8) extinguish (by turning). (S) Turn out the gas 
now: we've finished cooking. 

turn over (1) reverse or change the position of 
something (by turning). (S) Turn the record over 
and see what is on the other side. 

(2) upset, capsize (usually boats, cars, etc.). 
The canoe turned over as soon as it reached the 
rapids. 

(3) give a task, a business, a responsibility, 

D 



etc. to another person. (S) He turned the office- 
work over to his assistant and left on a business 

trip. 

(4) consider, think about. (S) He turned the 
problem over in his mind but could find no satis- 
factory solution. 

(5) handle money in business. (Generally not 
separated with a noun) The big department store 
turns over at least a million dollars each year. 

turn round turn to face one. (Separable when 

transitive) Turn round and let me see your face. 
turn to begin working, set to. The artist turned to 

and produced several posters for the big 

advertising firm. 
turn up (1) raise, bend or fold upwards. (S) He 

turned up his nose to show his disapproval of the 

idea. 

(2) appear, arrive. (Colloquial) Seve.ral friends 
of mine turned up at the meeting. 

(3) happen. (Colloquial) Don't worry; some- 
thing will turn up soon. 

turn upside down (1) reverse the position of an 

object. (Generally separated) He turned the bag 

upside down but nothing fell out 

(2) disturb, disarrange. (Generally separated) 

She turned the whole house upside down when 

she tried to find the missing key. 
use up consume, exhaust the supply of. (S) /Ve 

used up all the paper. 
wait up (for) stay out of bed (for). He waited up 

for news of .his son. 
wake up Wake up! It's already eight o'clock. 

Please wake me up in time for school. (S) 
walk about stroll. We spent a pleasant hour walk- 
ing about near the river 
walk away (or off) with take away, steal. The 

thieves walked away with all the jewels. 
u/a!k out (on) leave, abandon. (Slang) Mrs Jones 

has just walked out on her husband. 
walk out (with) court. (A rather old-fashioned 

term) Jane is walking out with that young man. 
warm up (1) become or make warm(er). (Separ- 
able when transitive) The small fire warmed up 

all the room. 

(2) become roused, become more animated. 

He warmed up when he began to talk about his 

own particular field of research. 
warn off The guard warned the intruder off. (S) 
wash down clean (a car, a ship, etc.) by washing. 

(S) The cadets spent a day of their training in 

washing the destroyer down. 
wash out (or away or off) remove (a stain, etc.) 

by washing. (S) Was she able to wash the dirty 

mark out? 
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wash up clean the dishes after a meal. (Separable 

when transitive) Who is washing up tonight? 
washed out exhausted, in poor health. (Always 

used in the passive) (Colloquial) The producer 

was washed out after the final performance of 

the play. 
watch out be careful. (Colloquial) Vvatch out! The 

director is going to visit your department 
water down (1) dilute by adding water, (S) This 

drink is too strong: please water it down a little. 
(2) make a story less vivid or less horrifying. 

(S) / felt that the witness had watered down his 

first description. 
wear away (or down) gradually reduce the height 

of an object, make an object smooth, etc. by 

constant wearing. (S) T.he soles of his shoes 

were worn away. The feet of thousands of 

pilgrims have worn down the steps to the shrine. 
wear off diminish, cease gradually. My toothache 

has now worn off. 
wear on pass slowly on. The night wore on and still 

he could not sleep. 
wear out (1) wear until no longer possible. iS) He 

has already worn out the shoes you gave him, 
(2) exhaust. (Separable but generally used in 

the passive) / felt worn out after the long 

Journey. 
weed out remove weeds or what is unwanted. (S) 

We must weed out all the unsuitable candidates 

at the interview. 
weigh out measure out by weighing. (S) The grocer 

weighed out a pound of sweets for Tony. 
weigh up consider carefully. (S) He weighed up his 

chances of promotion before resigning. 
while away spend time pleasantly. (S) We whiled 

away the afternoon looking at the paintings in the 

exhibition. 
win over convert. (S) The priest won over many 

people to Christianity. 
win through survive, recover, etc. Despite all the 

hardships, he eventually won through. 
wind up (1) turn the spring of a machine or a clock 

to make it go. (S) / forgot to wind up the clock. 

(2) end (used of meetings, speeches, busi- 
nesses, etc.). (Separable when transitive) The 

meeting will wind up with a few songs. 
wipe out destroy, annihilate. (S) The tanks wiped 

out all resistance. 
wipe out (or away or off) remove by wiping. (S) 

Can you wipe this blot out? 
wipe up He wiped up the pool of coffee on the 

wooden floor, (S) 
Wither up (or away) The flowers soon withered up 
under the rays of the burning sun. 



work in introduce. (S) The author worked in a few 
lines about his own life. 

work in (with) fit in (with). His ideas for a new- 
factory did not work in with those of his em- 
ployers. 

work off get rid of, get over. (S) He worked off his 
depression by going for a walk in the country. 

work out (1) plan, solve (by careful study, etc.). (S) 
Have you worked out a way to escape? Can you 
work this puzzle out? 

(2). exhaust by working. (S) Everyone knows 
that the old mine has been worked out 

(3) be calculated (at). The bill works out at 
five shillings each, 

(4) produce the desired result. Their plan did 
not work out and most of the robbers were 
caught. 

work up (1) excite, arouse. (S) The dictator worked 

up the emotions of the crowd. 

(2) study more thoroughly. (S) The teacher told 

the class to work up the Industrial Revolution for 

the examination. 
work up (to) progress gradually (to). The story 

worked up to a thrilling climax. 
worm out find out by devious means. (S) Don't let 

them worm out your secret. 
wrap up cover. (S) Wrap yourself up well today: 

it's very cold 
wrapped up in (1) interested in, devoted to. Pro- 
fessor Smith is wrapped up in his research. 
(2) involved in, concerned with. My whole 

future is wrapped up in my success at this 

interview. 

wrinkle up He wrinkled up his face and admitted 

that he was puzzled. (S) 
write down set down in writing. (S) Some students 

write down every word their lecturers say. 
write off cancel. (S) The invention had to be 

written off as a failure, 
write oneself out exhaust one's ideas, etc, in 

writing. (Separated) The novelist appears to have 

written himself out: nothing new has emerged 

from his pen in the last ten years. 
write out write in full. (S) The witness wrote out his 

account of the accident 
write up (1) amplify notes taken. (S) Certain 

students did not trouble to write their notes up. 

(2) bring up to date (a diary, a ledger, etc) by 
making entries. (S) She wrote up her diary every 
evening. 

(3) praise by writing about the merits of a 
person or a thing. (3) The critics wrote up the 
production of the play. 
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Section !!! 



Particles and prepositions foiiowing the verb tu be 

be about be doing. Your father asked what you 

were about. 
be about to be on the point of (doing sonnething). 

Illness struck him when he was about to leave for 

America. 
be above be superior to, rm above such a mean 

trick: Jack is the culprit. 
be above oneself be obnoxious: be rude. (Col- 
loquial) John is above himself now that he has 

been promoted. 
be after search for want. (Slang) What are you 

really after F I am after the truth. 
be along conne, arrive. Don't wait for me: Til be 

along in a moment. 
be at (1) be doing. (Colloquial) She's at it again. 
(2) nag. (Colloquial) She's always at him about 

his untidy appearance. 
be behind (with or in) be late (with). Youye already 

behind with your rent. How can you possibly 

expect me to lend you a hundred dollars? 
be down for have one's name written down or 

entered for. Are you down for the next race F 
be down (in) have failed (in). (Slang) Poor Peter 

is down in Mathematics. 
be down on dislike. (Slang) Why are you down on 

John's suggestion? 
be for be in favour of. Im (all) for your plan. 
be :» (1) be at home, etc. Arthur is not in now; 

please call later. 

(2) be elected for Parliament. Is the Socialist 

candidate in? 
be in for be about to have or experience. You are all 

in for a good time today. 
be (in) for it be in trouble. Bill is in for it! The head- 
master knows that he broke the window. 
be in with be friendly with. Her father is in with the 

principal. 
be off (1) go away. (Colloquial) / am off now; take 

charge during my absence. Be off with you I 

(2) start. They're off! 

(3) have gone bad. (Colloquial) This milk is off : 
throw it away. 

(4) be free from duty. The nurse promised to 
see him when she was off, 

(5) be cancelled. (Colloquial) The meeting 
scheduled for tonight is now off. 

be on (1 ) be on duty. (Colloquial) / am on from six 
to ten. 

(2) agree (to doing something). (Colloquial) 
We are playing tennis soon. Are you on? 



be on to be aware of. discover. (Coltoquiai) The 

workman realised he was on to a good thing 

because his job was very easy. 
be on to (or at) nag at. John's mother was always 

on to him about his homework. 
be out ( 1 ) be away from home. etc. The old woman 

told us that her son was out 

(2) be mistaken, be wrong. The accountant 
was out in his reckoning. 

(3) lose one's wicket. (A cricket term) The last 
batsman was out for fifty (i.e. he lost his wicket 
after scoring fifty runs). 

(4) be published. Is your book out yet? 

(5) be no longer burning. Is the fire out? 

(6) be beyond consideration. (Colloquial) I'm so 
busy this month that even a short holiday is out. 

be out for be seeking. (Colloquial) Jane is out for 

a good time. 
be out of (1) be away from. He is out of England at 

the present. 

(2) have finished, have exhausted the supply 

of. / am out of cigarettes. 
be out of it dissociate oneself from something, 

(Slang) f\/lake your own arrangements: I am out 

of it. 
be over be finished. The worst part of the journey 

is over; it's easy from now on. 
be (all) over with be ruined, be dead. (Used 

generally with the impersonal subject it) It's all 

over with poor old Mr Sands: they're burying 

him tomorrow. 
be through (with) have finished (with). (Colloquial) 

"/ am through with you for good and all, " Barbara 

told John angrily. 
be up (1 ) have risen. Is he up yet? 

(2) be happening. What's up? Why did you 
scream? 

(3) be finished (used only of time). Our time's 
up: we must return now. 

be up against compete against, be facing, be 
opposite. Mankind is up against tremendous odds 
in trying to land on the moon. 

be up against it be in a difficult situation. (Col- 
loquial) We shall be up against it if we can't get 
down the mountain tomorrow. 

be up and about be convalescent, be getting better 
(from an illness, an injury, etc.). Mr Jones is much 
better: he is already up and about 

be (well) up in be weir versed in, know thoroughly. 
Mr Smith is (well) up in photography: ask him 
about your camera. 
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be up to (1) be doing (implying mischief). (Col- 
loquial) Go and see what Johnny is up to, and 
te// him to come here. 

(2) feel able to, be fit for. The doctor said i was 
not up to making such a iong journey, 

(3) be equal to. That film's not up to much. 

(4) be someone's responsibility. IVs up to 



you to ensure that the machine does not break 
down. 
be vvith (1/ support, accompany. Don't worry: we 
are all with you in your fight for justice. 

(2) understand. (Slang) "Are you with me so 
far?'' th^Aeacher asked her pupils as she explained 
the new theory. 



B Verbs Followed by Prepositions 



Verb + Preposition 

This chapter contains a list of the most connmon verbs which are followed by particular prepositions. The 
list has been arranged for easy reference. The verb in bold type is followed by the prepositions used with 
it shown also in bold type after a dash. Then comes either (1) an explanation of the meaning of the verb 
and preposition, or (ii) an indication of usage, or (iii) an example of usage printed in italics, showing the 
verb followed by the preposition in a particular context. This chapter may also prove of some help in 
determining whether a certain verb is usually followed by a preposition or not. If the verb is a common one 
and is not included in this list it may be inferred that the verb is not necessarily followed by any particular 
prepositions. 

Much of the confusion associated with phrasal verbs has been caused by failure to distinguish between 
verb and particle forms (phrasal verbs) and verb and preposition forms. The mere fact that a verb and a 
preposition may form a coiiocation possessing an entirely new meaning is no indication of the formation 
of a phrasal verb. The following verbal collocations, for example, are nor phrasal verbs: they are (figurative) 
verbs followed by prepositions and may be classed as prepositional verbs— but never as phrasal verbs. 

You will have to answer for the child's safety, (be responsible for) 

I carrie across an old friend in town today, (met accidentally) 

This old hat w/// do for Aunt Sarah, (will be suitable for) 

He immediately set about cooking a meal, (began) 

If you don't let me come with you, I'll te/f on you. (inform against) 

Whenever a preposition gives a verb a new meaning or causes the verb to assume a secondary or 
subsidiary meaning, an example of usage is given in this chapter together with the meaning of the 
collocation, e.g. 

go — by He goes by the name of Johnny Lee, (is known by) 

trade —on The lodger traded on his landlady's generosity, (took advantage of) 

Most prepositions, however, do not affect the meaning of the verbs they follow. 
Note the position of the preposition in the following sentence patterns: 



or 



VERE 


t 4- PREP. 


+ 


OBJECT OF PREP. 


abide 


by 




the law 


concentrate on 




a task 




look 


at 




a person 


recover 


from 




an illness 


succeec 


1 in 




doing something 


VERB + 


OBJECT + 


PREP. + 


OBJECT OF PREP. 


abandon 


a position 


to 




the enemy 


acquit 


a person 


of 




a charge 


concede 


victory 


to 




an opponent 


obtain 


information 


from 


a person 


persuade 


a person 


into 


doing something 



Because the direct object of the verb is placed between the verb and the preposition In this latter sen- 
tence pattern, there is often a tendency to confuse such prepositional verbs with separable phrasal verbs. 
The two types of collocations are quite different as can be seen in the following examples: 
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VERB i 


h OBJECT 


+ 


PREP 


+ 


OBJECT OF PREP 


bring 


the child 




up 




the stairs 


pull 


it 




Off 




the shelf 


put 


your hat 




on 




the table 


VERB + OBJECT 


+ 


PARTICLE 




bring 


the child 




up 






pull 


it 




off 






put 


your hat 




on 







Note the position of adverbs and adverbial phrases: 

He looked everywhere for his pen. or He looked for his pen everywhere. 

They objected very strongly to the new rule, or They objected to the new rule very strongly. 

Jones reported punctually for duty, or Jones reported for duty punctually. 

In certain cases the particle marking the infinitive, to, has been included in the list. Although not a 
preposition, the particle to has been included after a few verbs merely to establish the fact that they are 
followed by an infinitive introduced by to and not. for example, by a gerund introduced by into, out of , etc. 
e.g. 

chance — to Harry chanced to see the bird. 

— (up)on / chanced upon your old teacher yesterday, (happened to meet) 

notify — of Notify a person of something. 

— to Notify a person to do something. 



abandon — to The army abandoned the city to 

the enemy. She abandoned herself to despair. 
abide — at, — in a place. (Archaic) 

— by a decision, an agreement, a prom.ise. 

— with a person. (Archaic) 

able — to She was able to swim a long way. 
abound — in Be plentiful in, rich in. 

— with Be full of, infested with. 

absolve — from Absolve a person from blame, 

an obligation, a promise. 
abstain — from voting, drinking, etc. 
abstract — from Abstract a substance from 

another. 
accede — to a request, a condition. 
accommodate — to Adapt a thing or a person to 

another. 

— with Equip with. 

accord — with His speech accorded with my 

own views. 
account — for Answer for, explain. (See answer 

for (2)) You will have to account for the money. 

— to You must account to the principal for your 
actions. 

accuse — of He accused his brother of the crime. 
acquaint — ymth Acquaint oneself with a fact. 
acquit ~ of Acquit a defendant of a charge. 

Acquit oneself of a duty or a responsibility. 
set — for Act on behalf of {a person). 

— from a motive, an emotion. 

— in a play. 



— under compulsion, orders, a misapprehension. 

— (up)on (1) The agent acted on the captain's 
instructions, 

(2) The tonic acted on him like magic and 
transformed him into a new man. 

(3) certain information, etc. (act as a result of) 

— up to one's reputation, a high standard, (act in 
accordance with) 

adapt —for The boat was adapted for water- 
skiing. 

— from The play was adapted from an old legend. 

— to The engineer adapted the engine to the boat. 
add — to Add five books to the library. 
address — to Address a letter or speech to some- 
one. Address oneself to a person, (speak to) 

adhere — to one's principles. 

adjourn — to The meeting adjourned to the other 
room. 

adjust —to She soon became adjusted to her 
new job. 

administer —to He administered justice to every- 
one. 

admit — of The boat will not admit of further 
alterations without its buoyancy being affected. 
(leave room for, allow) 

— to No mora students will be admitted to the 
course. Brown admitted to the crime. 

advance — to, — toward(si The army advanced 

to the town. 
advise — of Advise a person of a fact, (inform of) 
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— on Advise a person on a subject. 

— to Advise a person to do something. 

agree — (up)on a plan, an action, doing some- 
thing. 

— to a proposal, an action, do something. 

— with / agree with you on this point. I like apples, 
but they do not agree with me. 

aim — at a target. 

alight —from a bus, a train, etc. 

— on the ground, a branch, etc. 

allow —for Take into consideration, take account 
of. 

allude — to Refer indirectly to. 

3jjy —to, —with England should ally herself 
with France. 

alternate — Vvith Optimism alternated with pessi- 
mism. 

amount — to The bill amounts to £S. 

anchor — off The ship anchored off the headland. 

anoint — with His head was anointed with oil. 

answer — for (1) You must answer for the child's 
safety, (be responsible for) 

(2) The storeman couldn't answer for all the 
boxes, (account for) 

(3) a person, (answer on behalf of) Stop 
answering for John : let him speak. 

— to (1) You will have to answer to the head- 
master for your behaviour, (be responsible to) 

(2) He answered to the name of Brown, (ack- 
nowledged) 

(3) a description, (be the same as described) 
apologise — for an action, one's behaviour. 

— to a person. 

appeal — against a decision, a judgement 

— for mercy, justice, etc. 

— to a person. 

appear — at The stranger appeared again at the 
club. 

— for The lawyer appeared for his client (repre- 
sented) 

— in The actor appeared in '^Sons and Lovers". 

— on ivlany actors appeared on the stage. 
apply — for permission, leave, etc. 

— to one's supenor. 

appoint —to He was appointed to the post. 
approve — of He does not approve of women 

smoking. 
arbitrate — between two hostile persons or 

countries. 

— in a dispute. 

argue — about, — over a matter. 

— against — with a person. 

— against a motion, (oppose) 

— for a motion, (support) 

— in (to) They argued me into Joining the gang. 



— out of The doctor argued me out of taking the 
drugs. 

arise —from Mistakes often arise from lack of 

organisation, (result from) 
arm — against The villagers armed themselves 

against all possible attack. 

— for With a rifle over his shoulder, the youth 
appeared armed for battle. 

— with The natives are armed with spears. 
arrange — about We arranged about booking 

seats. 

— for He arranged for an early meal. 

— to / arranged to leave early. 

— with We arranged with Mr Smith to stay a night 
at The hotel. 

arrive — at a place, a village, a town. 

— from a place. 

— in a city, a state, a country. 

— (up)on a scene. 

ascribe — to The remark has been ascribed to 

Confucius. 
ask — about Seek information about (a person, 

a place, a matter) 

— after a person, his health, etc. 

— for (1) Request. 

(2) Ask for it; ask for trouble ^ Court trouble. 
(Slang) 

— of Ask a question or a favour of a person. 
(Rarely used now) 

aspire — after, — to Many people aspired to 
lead(ing) the party. 

assent — to The committee assented to your 
suggestion. 

assign — to (1) Assign a person to a task. 

(2) The airport official assigned the delay to 
engine trouble. 

assist — in Assist a person in doing something. 

associate —with a person. 

assure — of Assure a person of a truth. 

atone — for .He tried to atone for his conduct 

attach —to The student attached great import- 
ance to the lecture. The pilot was attached to the 
army. 

attempt — to do something. 

attend — to a matter, (apply oneself to) 

— (up)on a person, (wait upon, serve) 
attribute — to The doctor attributed his death to 

natural causes. 

authorise — to Authorise a person to do some- 
thing. 

avail — of Avail oneself of an opportunity. 

avenge — for, — of Avenge a person of a wrong. 

avert — from He averted his gaze from the scene. 

awake — from sleep, forgetfulness, sloth, etc. 

— to an opportunity, (become aware of) 
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award — to ^ medai was awarded to the soidier. 
back —on to The offices back on to the steel 

y^orks. (are adjacent to) 
balance —against —with The income should 

baiance with the expenditure, 

— by This column should be balanced by that one. 

— on Not every one can balance on a tight-rope. 
balk (baulk) — at Shirk, avoid (a task, a duty, 

etc.). 

— from Prevent (a person) from (doing something). 
band —against The outlaws banded together 

against the sheriff. 

banish — from Banish a person from a country. 

bank — (up)on We cannot bank on him, for he 
has failed to keep his promise, (rely on) 

bar — from Exclude from. 

bargain — for When I agreed to become sec- 
retary, I didn't bargain for so much extra work. 
(expect) 

— for, — over a thing. 

— with a person. 

barge — against, — into an object, (knock or 

rush into) 
bark — at (1) The dog barked at me, 

(2) The old woman barked at me as soon as I 

entered, (scolded, abused) 
barter — for an object. 

— with another person. 

base — (up)on This story is based upon an actual 
event 

battle — against, — with an enemy. 

beam — at a person, an object, (smile at) 

bear — upon This question bears upon our pre- 
vious discussions, (is relevant to) 

— with Bear with me a little longer, and you will 
not be disappointed, (be patient with, endure, 
listen to) 

beat — against, — at, — upon an object (strike 

on, fall on) 
become — of What has become of the missing 

boy? 
beg — for mercy, money, a bone, etc. 

— of (1) a person to do something. 

(2) Beg a favour of a person. 

— to We begged him to stay. 
begin —at a certain point. 

— by The speaker began by telling a Joke. 

— with Let's begin with a song. 

behave — to, —towards He behaved badly to 

his friends. 
believe — in Do you believe in God? (have faith 

in) 
belong — to This book belongs to me, 

— under This book on sculpture belongs under 
Fine Art. (is ciassified under) 



— with This child belongs with her parents. 
bend — before, — to The citizens were forced to 

bend to the dictator's w.hi.ms. (submit to) 
benefit — by, —from experience, education, etc. 
bent — (up)on The students were bent upon 

climbing the mountain, (determined to, keen to) 
bequeath —to Bequeath one's property to a 

person. 
bestow — (up)on Bestow privileges on people, 
bet —on a horse, the result of a race, etc. 
betray — to He betrayed us to the enemy, 
beware — of Beware of the dog I 
bid — for a painting, freedom, etc. 
bind —to (1) Bind a person to a chair, etc. 

(2) Bind oneself to an agreement, a promise, 

a guarantee. 

— with Bind a wound with bandages, etc. 

bite — into The acid has bitten into the metal. 
blame — for He was blamed for breaking the 

window, 
blend — with Some herbs were blended with the 

tea, 
blunder — upon The young detective blundered 

upon the solution to the mystery when he 

picked up the lost ticket 
blush — at a mistake, etc. 

— for a vice, a wrong. 

— with shame, embarrassment. 

boast — about, — of success, or doing something. 

border — (up)on Come near, adjoin. 

borrow — from, — of He borrowed a lot of money 

from me. 
bother — about Don't bother about waiting until 

I finish, (worry, trouble oneself) 

— by He was bothered by the dog. (troubled, 
worried) 

— with He stopped bothering with his homework. 
(troubling about) 

bow — before, — to an emperor, etc. 

brag — about, — of one's abilities. 

break —into (1) Armed robbers broke into the 

building and shot a man. (entered by force) 
(2) The horse broke into a gallop. He suddenly 

broke into song, (started upon) 

— of Break a person of a habit, (cure of) 

— through Our army has broken through the 
enemy's lines, (penetrated) 

— with The Church of England broke with Rome 
in the reign of Henry VIIL (severed connections 
with, quarrelled with) 

bring — off Several inhabitants were brought off 
the stricken island, (rescued from) 

— (up/on Bring trouble, etc. upon oneself. 
brood — on, — over It is no use brooding over 

your failure. 
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browse — through / spent the day in the library 
browsing through several old books, (reading or 
looking at for enjoyment} 

brush ~ against, — past a person, an object. 
(touch when passing) 

— by a person, an object, (pass briskly by) 

build — (up)on (1) The castle is built upon a firm 

foundation. 

(2) He was building on being transferred to 

India, (relying on) 
bump — against He bumped against the statue. 

— Into / bumped into him in the street the other 
day. (met by chance) (Colloquial) 

burden —with Don^t burden others with your 
personal troubles, (worry, trouble) 

burn — into Acid burns into copper plate, etc. 

burst — in(to) (1) Two policemen burst into the 
room, (entered suddenly) 

(2) She burst into tears on hearing the tragic 
news. 

busy — with Busy oneself with a task. 

buy — for Buy a thing for a person. 

cajole — into She cajoled me into going, (per- 
suaded into) 

— out of He cajoled us out of playing football. 
(dissuaded from) 

calculate — upon / .had calculated upon your 

punctuality, (relied upon) 
call — at Pay a brief visit to a place. 

— for ( 1 > The king called for his ministers. 

(2) This problem calls for a sound knowledge 
of the previous chapter, (requires, demands) 

— to a person, (shout to) 

— (up)on {^) Mr Zumako called upon the ambassa- 
dor (paid a brief visit to) 

(2) The president called upon the nation to 
economise as much as possible, (appealed to, 
invoked) 
care — about He cared a lot about his reputation. 
(was concerned about) 

— for {^) Do you care for modern music F (like) 

(2) My sister cared for me while I was ilL 

(nursed, attended to) 
cast — (up)on The boat was cast upon the rocks. 
catch —at (1) an object, (snatch at) 

(2) The police caught the boys at their little 

game, (detected, surprised) 
cater — for The club catered for the interests of 

the young people, (provided the things desired 

for) 
caution — about, — against The policeman 

cautioned him about speeding. [Against is 

slightly more emphatic.) 

— to He cautioned me to drive more slowly. 



cease — (from) an act doing something. 

— to do something. 

cede — to The district was ceded to England. 
chain —to The two prisoners were chained to 

each other 
chance —to Harry chanced to meet an old friend 

one day. (happened to) 

— (up)on / chanced upon your old teacher yester- 
day, (happened to meet) 

change — for / changed my pen for a new one. 

— from He changed from his bad habits. 

— (Jn)to The snake changed into a beautiful lady. 

— with /'// change places with you. 

charge — for We were charged £2 for the coat. 

— to Charge this bill to me. 

— with ( 1 ) The prisoner is charged with treason. 
(accused of) 

(2) / have been charged with the child's safety. 

(saddled with the responsibility of) 
charm — with She charmed the guests with hei 

smiles. 
chase — after a person, an object, etc. (pursue) 
cheat — at a game. 

— out of Cheat a person out of a reward. 
check — (up)on a matter, a person. 
cheer — for a competitor. 

chew — (up)on a matter, (meditate upon, ponder 
over) 

choose — between The girl had to choose be- 
tween Tom and Harry. 

circle — (about).. — (round) The satellite circled 
(round) the earth. 

cite — for The soldier was cited for courage. 

claim — against He claimed damages against the 
driven 

clamour — against The crowd clamoured against 
the unfair decision. 

— for They clamoured for Justice. 

clash — against Charge or rush against (an 
object) 

— against, —with Conflict with (an opinion, etc.). 

— with The brown shirt clashed with his blue tie. 
(was not in harmony with) 

clear — of Clear a person of a charge or an 

accusation, (declare innocent of) 
cleave — to old friends, etc. (Archaic) 
climb — down They climbed down the mountain. 

— (up) The boy climbed (up) the stairs. 
cling — to The swimmer clung to the rock. 
close — about Darkness soon closed about the 

weary travellers, (surrounded) 

— with (1) An enemy patrol closed with our unit 
and there was heavy fighting, (grappled with) 

(2) / closed with the special offer at once. 
(agreed to) 
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clutch — at He clutched at the branch. 

coach — for Coach a person for an examination, 
etc. 

coax — into / coaxed him into coming, (per- 
suaded into) 

— out of He coaxed her out of going, (dis- 
suaded from) 

— to / coaxed him to come, (persuaded to) 
coerce — into Vvho coerced you into staying away? 
coincide — with My birthday coincides with 

Christmas. 
collaborate — with a person to do something. 
collect — for They coHected money for the blind. 

— from He collected his car from the garage. 
collide — with The bus collided with the lorry. 
combine — with Intelligence combined with hard 

work ensures success. 
come — across, — upon { 1 ) / came across several 
old friends at the meeting, (met accidentally) 

(2) / will let you know if I come across the 
book, (find by chance) 

— at She came at me like a tiger, (attacked) 

— by How did you come by that old clock? (ob- 
tain, acquire) 

— into ( 1 ) a fortune, etc. (inherit) 

(2) use, fashion, (become used, etc.) 

(3) effect, force. 

(4) bud, leaf, blossom, flower, (begin to bud, 
etc.) 

— of (1) What has come of your application? 
(become of, resulted from) 

(2) Come of age = Reach the age of 21. 

— off Come off it! = Stop it ! (Slang) 

— over A fit of anger suddenly came over me. 
(affected, hit) 

— to (1) one's senses, oneself, (return to, regain 
consciousness) 

(2) The bill comes to a hundred pounds. 
(amounts to) 

(3) grief, harm, (meet with) 

(4) terms, (make an agreement) 

(5) blows, (begin fighting) 

(6) a decision, a standstill, etc. (reach) 

(7) light, one's ears, one's knowledge, (be- 
come known) 

(8) little, nothing, much, etc. 

— under (1 ) This department will now come under 
the Research Unit (be under the authority of) 

(2) This book comes under Non-Fiction, (is 
classified under) 

(3) Oliver Twist came under the influence of 
a gang of thieves, (was subjected to) 

— upon ( 1 ) The natives came upon us in the night 
(attacked by surprise) 



(2) We came upon the dog in the middle of 
the forest (met by chance, found) 

(3) It suddenly came upon the traveller that 
he had been there before, (struck) 

commend —to Commend a person toothers. 
comment — {up)on He refused to comment on 

the situation. 
commit —for Commit a person for trial. 

— to {1> Consign to (prison, the flames, etc.). 

(2) Bind oneself to (a promise, etc.). 

(3) memory (i.e. learn); paper, writing (i.e. 
write). 

communicate — on a topic. 

— to He communicated his despair to me. (told) 

— with others, (talk to, contact) 

compare — to He compared Smith to a wild 
animal, (likened to) 

— with He compared Smith with Brown, (noted 
the similarities between) 

compel — to Compel a person to do something. 
compensate — for The boy was compensated for 

his loss. 
compete — against, — with a rival, an opponent. 

— for a prize. 

— in a race. 

complain — about, — of The men complained 
of the bad conditions. 

— to The soldiers complained to their officer. 
compliment — on Compliment a person on his 

ability, etc. 

comply — with You must comply with the rules. 

composed — of The crew was composed of 
Indians. 

conceal —from Conceal something from a per- 
son. 

concede — to We conceded victory to our oppo- 
nent 

conceive — (of) She couldn't conceive of his 
leaving her behind, (imagine) 

concentrate — (up)on a subject, a task, doing 
something. 

conclude — by He concluded by quoting Sha.ke- 
speare. 

— with He concluded with a quotation. 

concur — with (1) Coincide with (an event, a 
circumstance, etc.). 

(2) Agree with (a person, an opinion, etc.). 
condemn — for He was condemned for treason. 

— to All were condemned to death. 
condescend —to do something. 

confer — on The king conferred a knighthood on 
him. (bestowed on) 

— with The general conferred with his officers. 
(consulted) 

confess — to a crime, a mistake. 
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confide — in a person. 

— to Confide one's problems or secrets to a person. 
confine — to, — (with)in a small space. 
confirm — in His father was confirmed in his 

belief. 
conform — to a custom, etc. 
confront — with Blake was confronted with his 

friends. 
confuse — by f/e confused her by asking many 

questions. 

— with (1) He confused her with the many 
questions he asked. 

(2) He confused the girl with the nurse whom 

he had met the day before, (failed to distinguish) 
congratulate — (up)on We congratulated the 

winner upon his success. 
connect —to, — with This shop is connected 

to the other one. 
consecrate —to (1) Make sacred to (God). 

(2) Devote to (the study of religion, etc.). 
consent — to He consented to his daughte.r's 

marriage. 
consist — in His method of teaching consists in 

handing out notes, (is) 

— of The mixture consists of soda and lime, (is 
made of) 

consort — with Dukes do not consort with 

tramps. 
consult — about, — (up)on Consult a person 

about a matter. 

— (with) Consult (with) a person. 
contend — about a matter, (argue about) 

— against, — with a rival an opponent. 

— for a favour, a prize, (compete for. strive for) 
contrast — with The blue lamp contrasts with the 

yellow wall. 
contribute —to a person, a cause, success, etc. 
converge — (up)on a certain point. 
converse — about, — on a subject. 
convert — (in)to Change into, alter Into. 

— to Turn to (another opinion, belief, etc.). 
convey — to Convey my regards to your friend. 
convict — of The court convicted him of the 

crime. 
convince — by / convinced him by my argument. 

— of He convinced me of his guilt. 
co-operate — with a person. 

co-ordinate —with He couldn't co-ordinate his 

feet with his hands. 
cope —with a person, a problem, (deal with, 

manage to handle) 
correlate — to, —with Correlate one thing with 

another. 
correspond —to, —with Be similar to. 

— with Write to (a person). 



counsel — to Counsel a person to do something. 

count — against His previous disloyalty counted 

against him. (was reckoned adversely against) 

— for much, a lot, little, nothing, (be worth) 

— (up)on You may count on me; I won't fail you. 
(rely on) 

— up to The little girl can count up to 100. 
cover — with Cover the table with the cloth. 
crash — into The car crashed into the wall. 
crave — for He craved for peace and solitude. 
credit —for You must credit Jones for his in- 
tegrity, even if you do consider him lazy. 

— to Credit a sum of money to a person. 

— with (1) Credit a person with a sum of money. 

(2) Credit a person with integrity, etc. 
crow — over one's success, achievements, etc. 

(boast about) 
crowd — into a place, (push a way into, pack into) 
cry — about, — over something, (cry because of) 

— for "My heart cries for you, sighs for you, dies 
for you. " (From a popular song) (Cry for = desire) 

culminate — in The play culminated in a battle. 
cure — of Cure a person of an illness, a bad 

habit, etc. 
cut —across (1) We decided to cut across the 

moor to the village, (take a short way across) 
(2) His statement Cut completely across our 

line of argument, (opposed, contradicted) 

— into conversation, etc. (break into, interrupt) 
dabble — in a hobby, black magic, etc. 
dance — to a tune, some music. 

dangle — before He dangled the rope before the 
frightened man. 

— from A small figure dangled from the rope high 
in the air 

date —from 777/s old church dates from the 

twelfth century. 
dawn — (up)on Day dawns on a place ; an idea 

dawns on a person. 
deal — by, — with The chief always dealt fairly 

by me. (behaved to) 

— in His friend deals in wool, (does business in) 

— with (1 ) / shall not deal with that company any 
more, (do business with) 

(2) His friends .refused to deal with him after 
his release from prison, (associate with) 

(3) "Uncle Tom's Cabin" deals with the prob- 
lems of slavery, (concerns) 

(4) Does anyone deaf with complaints? (has 
to do with, is occupied with) 

debate — about, — on a subject. 

— with an opponent. 

debit — against, — to Debit a sum of money to 
(against) a person or to (against) his account. 

— with Debit a person with a sum of money. 
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decide — against a thing, a course of action, 
doing something, (choose against} 

— between two (or more) persons, things or 
actions. 

— for a thing, a course of action, doing some- 
thing, (choose in favour of) 

— to do something. 

— (up)on a person, a thing, doing something. 
declare — to Declare something to a person. 
decorate — wsth Decorate a room, etc. with 

ornaments. 
decrease — from a high price to a low pries, etc. 

— in price, number, size, etc. 

dedicate — to The author dedicated the book to 

his aid teacher, 
deduce — from Deduce a fact from certain evi- 
dence. 
deduct —from The firm deducted five shiflings 

frorrt my wages. 
defend — againstr — from They defended the 

cast/e from all attack. 
defer —to an opinion. 
defSect — from a course. 

defraud — of Defraud a person of some money. 
degenerate — into The debate degenerated into 

a fight 
deign —to The proud woman would not deign 

to speak to me, 
deliberate ~ about, — on a problem. 
delight — by, — with She delighted the audience 

with her fine performance. 

— in doing something. 

— to do something. 

rjeisver — from They delivered the radio from the 
shop, 

— of Deliver oneself of a burden, problems, etc. 

— to They delivered the furniture to the new house. 
demand — from, —of The highwayman de- 
manded money from us. 

denounce — for The wicked duke was denounced 

for his treachery. 
depart — from a person, a place, a custom, etc. 
depend — (up)on You may depend on me. 
deprive —of Deprive a person of his liberty, his 

possessions, etc. 
descend —from The climbers descended from 

the summit 

— into a hole, a mine, etc. (go down and enter) 

— to / don't descend to such low tricks. 

— upon The enemy descended upon the camp in 
the middle of the night, (suddenly attacked) 

describe — to Describe a person, a scene, or an 

incident to another person. 
design — for Design a thing for a purpose. 

— to Design a thing to do something. 



desist — from doing something. 

despair — of The sailors despaired of being 
rescued, 

despoil — of Visitors despoiled the wood of its 
beauty. 

detach —from Detach one thing from another. 
Detach oneself from one's surroundings. 

detect — in We detected signs of strain in the 
engine. 

deter — from Deter a person from doing some- 
thing (usually wrong). 

determine — on a course of action. 

— to do something. 

detract — from The heat detracted from the 

pleasure of the concert. 
develop — (in)to The storm developed into a 

typhoon. 
deviate — from a course, the norm, etc. 
devolve — (up)on The duty has now devolved on 

you. 
devote —to Devote oneself to a cause or to 

doing something. 
dictate —to (1) Read aloud to (a nerson). 
(2) Speak authoritatively to (a person). 
die — by the sword { = die in battle), drowning, 

etc. ; one's own hand ( = kill oneself). 

— for another person, one's country, (die In order 
to help, save, etc.) 

— from a wound. 

— of a disease or an illness. 

differ — from a person, another object. 

— on a subject. 

— with a person. 

dig — in(to) Poke (a thing) intd (a person). 

digress — from the point. 

dine — off, — on roast pork, etc. 

— with another person. 

dip — into ( 1 ) The small boy dipped into the bag 

of sweets. 

(2) / dipped into ''David Copperfield" and 

decided to buy the book, (read at random) 
direct — to (1 ) Direct a letter to a person. 

(2) Direct a person to a place. 

(3) Direct an order to a person. 
disagree — about, — on, — over a subject. 

— with a person. 

disappear —from view, sight, etc. 

disapprove — of a person, a habit, one's con- 
duct. 

disbelieve —in Have no faith in. (Note: Dis- 
believe is used without a preposition when it 
means refuse to regard as true: e.g. He dis- 
believed the whole story. ) 

disburden —of Disburden a person of a re- 
sponsibility, etc. 
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discern — between good and bad, etc. 

— from Discern good from bad, etc. 
discharge — fronn The sick man was discharged 

from the army, 
disconcert — by Disconcert a person by one's 

behaviour. 
disconnect —from, —with Disconnect one thing 

from another. 
discord — from, — with Disagree with, jar with. 
discourage — by Discourage a person by an act. 

— from Discourage a person from doing some- 
thing. 

discourse — about, — (up)on a subject. 
discriminate — against Distinguish (unfavour- 
ably) against a person. 

— between two people or things. 

— from Distinguish one from another. 
disdain —to do something. 

disguise —by Disguise oneself or something by 
doing something. 

— in Disguise oneself in different clothes, etc. 

— wrth Disguise oneself with a false nose, etc. 
dismiss — from He was dismissed from his job 

for neglect 
dismount —from The jockey dismounted from 

the horse. 
dispense — from Dispense a person from an 

obligation. 

— to Dispense justice or a church sacrament to a 
person. 

— with someone's services, formality, rudeness, 
etc. (do without) 

dispose — of an unwanted article, etc. 
dispossess — of Dispossess a person of his 

property. 
dispute (n. & v.) — about, — on a matter. 

— against, —with a person. 

disqualify — for Disqualify a person for a fault, 
etc. 

— from Disqualify a person from entering a com- 
petition, etc. 

dissent —from a doctrine, doing something. 

dissociate — from. The man dissociated himseif 

from the corrupt society. 
dissuade —from Dissuade a person from doing 

something, 
distinguish — between two things. 

— by You can distinguish the brothers by their 
long noses. 

— from Distinguish one from another 

— in Distinguish oneself in a particular field, (excel 
in) 

distract —from Distract one's attention from a 
subject. 



dive — in(to) The brave man dived into the lake to 

rescue the boy. 
diverge —from a point, a course, 
divert — from Divert a person, a ship, etc. from a 

course or destination 

— to another course, another destination. 

divest — of Divest one of one's rights, clothes, 

property. 
divide — among Divide something among several 

people, 

— between Divide something between two people. 
^ by Divide 8 by 2. 

— from Divide one thing from another. 

— into Divide something into separate parts. 
-with Divide something with other people, (share 

with) 
divorce — from Divorce one thing from another. 

(separate from) 
do — by, — (un)to The old man always did well 

by his sons, (treated, behaved towards) 

— for (1) This old hat will do for me, (be suitable 
for) (Colloquial) 

(2) The ingenious soldier turned his helmet 
upside down and so made it do for a frying-pan. 
(serve the purpose of) (Colloquial) 

(3) The old lady who lost her son does for the 
new teacher, (keeps house for) (Colloquial) 

(4) / shall do for you if you tell anyone what 
you have just seen, (ruin, kill) (Slang) 

— into The teacher asked the students to do the 
passage into Urdu, (translate into) (Colloquial) 

— out of His own brother did Paul out of his right- 
ful share of the estate, (cheated out of. deprived 
of) 

— to Do something to a person or an object. 

— with ( 1 ) What shall I do with this piece of cloth ? 

(2) / could do with a drink (want) (Note: do 
with is preceded by can in such contexts.) 

— without The survivors did without food and 
fresh water for five days, (existed without, dis- 
pensed with) 

dodge — behind, — round an object, a person, 
domineer —over a person. 
dote — (up)on a person, (be excessively fond of) 
double — for The chief's assistant doubled for him 

at the reception, (stood in for) 
draw —for The crowd decided to draw for the 

new car (cast lots for) 

— from (1) The police have managed to draw a 
confession from, the spy. (gain from) 

(2) / could draw little from his account (infer 
from) 

— into Draw a person into an argument, etc. (in- 
volve in) 
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— (up)on He had to draw on his savings to buy the 
radio. 

dread —to do something. 
dream — about, — of a person or a thing. 
drink —to a person's health. 
drive — at / don't understand you. What are you 
driving at? (What do you mean?) (Coiioquiai) 

— Into He drove her into drinking heavily. 

— to (1) We drove to the station, (went towards) 

(2) She drove him to suicide, (forced to) 
drop — behind The tired athlete dropped behind 
the others in the race. 

— on The master suddenly dropped on the boys 
who were talking, (reprimanded, punished) 

— out of a race. etc. (withdraw from) 

drunr. — Into It was difficult to drum anything into 

the boy. (force to learn) 
dweii — among other people, etc. 

— at an address, a village, a (small) town. 

— in a (large) town, a city, a country. 

— (up)on The speaker dwelt on the difficulties of 
the task ahead, (stressed, emphasised) 

— with another person. 

eat — into (1) Rust soon began to eat into the 
enamel, (corrode) 

(2) Jealousy ate into his heart and he became 
only a shadow of his former self, (destroyed 
gradually) 

— with 3 knife and fork, a spoon, chopsticks, etc. 
elaborate — on a subject. 

eliminate — from Eliminate a person from a race, 

etc. 
embark — for a destination. 

— (up)on (1) a ship. 

(2) a task, an enterprise, (begin) 
embody — in Embody one's principles in action. 

Embody an idea in a book. 
emerge — from a room, a building, a tunnel, etc. 
emigrate — from one's native country. 

— to a foreign country. 

employ — for Employ a person for a task or a 
purpose. 

— in Employ a person in a task, in doing a task. 

— on Employ a person on a task. 

— to Employ a person to do a task. 

enable —to Enable a person to do something. 
encourage — by Encourage a person by praise, 
etc. or by doing something. 

— in Encourage a person in a task. 

— to Encourage a person to do something. 
encroach — (up)oR a person's !iber^/. privacy, 

etc. 
encumber — with Encumber a person with a 

burden, 
end —in defeat, success, etc. 



— with a joke, a speech, etc. 

endear —to Endear oneself to another person. 

endeavour — to do something. 

endow — with Endow a person or an institution 

with privileges, etc. 
enforce — upon Enforce a law, behaviour, etc. 

upon a person. 
engage — in He engaged me in conversation. 

(occupied in) 

— (with) Our ships have engaged with the enemy. 
(have fought against) 

enlarge — (up)on a subject, (go into detail con- 
cerning) 

enlighten — on Enlighten a person on a subject. 

enlist — in the army, etc. 

enrich — by, — with The pianist's excellent tech- 
nique is enriched by a deep feeling for the music. 

enrol — at an institution. 

— for a course, membership, etc. 
ensue — from, —on a cause, an action. 
ensure — against, — from a risk, a happening. 

— for The firm cannot ensure jobs for all the 
workers. 

entail — on The job entails a lot of work on the 

secretary. 
enter — by a door, etc. 

— for a contest, an examination, etc. 

— into a conversation, an agreement, details, a 
room. 

— upon an undertaking, a course, etc. 

entice — from Entice a person from a place, etc. 

— to Entice a person to do something. 
entitle — to Is Tom entitled to a free ticket.^ 
entwine — about, — round, — with Entwine one 

thing round another, 
envelop — in Envelop a person or a thing in 

smoke, mystery, etc. 
equal — in merit, number, quality, etc. 
equate —to, —with Equate one thing to 

another. 
equip — for Equip a person for a task, a journey, 

etc. 

— with Equip a person with weapons, instru- 
ments, etc. 

escape —from a person, prison, etc. 

— to safety, another place, etc. 
establish — in Establish a person in office. 
estimate ~ at We estimate the total expense at 

£2.000. 
estrange — from Estrange one person from 

another. 
evict — from Evict a person from a house, etc. 
evolve — from a source. 
exact — from, — of Exact money, a promise, good 

conduct, etc. from a person. 
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examine —in, — on Examine a person in a 
subject. 

— into a maker, (inquire into) 

exceed — by Exceed a quantity by a certain 
degree. 

— in Exceed a person in a quality, etc. 
excel —at, —in a particular thing. 

— in a quality, doing something. 

exchange — for Exchange one thing for another. 
exclude — from Exclude a person from a privilege 

or from doing something. 
excuse — for / cannot excuse you for such rude 

behaviour. 

— from The officer excused the sergeant from 
duty. 

exonerate —from Exonerate a person from 
blame, duty. etc. (free from) 

expand — into The smaii business has now ex- 
panded into 3 world-wide concern, 

expect —from, — of Expect something from a 
person. 

expel — from Expel a person from a school, a 
club. etc. 

expend — in Spend money, time, care (in doing 
something). 

— on Spend money, time, care (on an object). 
experiment — on, — with a subject. 
explain —to Explain something to a person. 
export — to Export goods to a foreign country. 
expose — to Expose a person to danger, 
extend — across, — over a distance. 

— to a certain point or limit. 

extract — from Extract a thing from another. 

extricate — from Extricate a person from a situa- 
tion or a difficulty: extricate one thing from 
another. 

exult — at, — in success (rejoice at) 

— over a rival, (triumph over) 

— to do something, (rejoice to) 

face — on to The house faces on to the sea and a 
small island, (is opposite to) 

fall —in an examination, a test doing some- 
thing. 

— to pass or do something. 
faint — with hunger, etc. 

fall — among He fell among thieves while he was 
travelling in a lonely part of the country, (hap- 
pened to come among) 

— behind Our team seems to have fallen behind 
the others. 

— for (1) Robert soon fell for the beautiful Eliza- 
beth, (admired, was attracted by the charms of) 
(Slang) 

(2) a trick, a suggestion, (succumb to) 

— from a place, a position, power, grace, etc. 



— into conversation, a habit, (begin) 

— off The leaves are already falling off the trees. 

— over (1) She fell over the stool, (tumbled over) 

(2) The bus fell over the cliff, (dropped off) 

(3) oneself to do something, (be very keen to 
do it) 

— out of a habit, (stop, give up) 

— to (1) pieces, (break, disintegrate) 

(2) the ground. 

(3) It fell to me to inform her of the accident. 
( = It became my duty or lot to inform her) 

— under ( 1 ) This book falls under the general head- 
ing of Philology, (is classed under) 

(2) The company now falls under the command 
of the new major, (is subject to) 

— (up)on (^) A gang of outlaws fell on the sheriffs 
men during the night, (attacked) 

(2) The Brown family has fallen upon hard 
times, (is experiencing) 

(3) His eye fell upon the mistake. (=He 
noticed it by chance) 

familiarise —with Familiarise a person with a 

subject. 
fashion — out of The toy was fashioned out of 

wood. 
fasten — to Fasten one object to another one. 

— (up)on (1) Fasten an object on another one. 

(2) Fasten a crime (etc.) upon a person, 
(prove that he committed it) 

(3) Fasten one's eyes on a person, (stare at) 
favour — with Favour a person with a smile, etc. 
fawn — (up)on a person, (act in a sea'ile manner 

to) 
feature — in a film, a play, etc. 
feed — on a certain type of food, success, etc. 
feel — about, — after, — for Search for a person 

or an object (by feeling). 

— about, towards How did he feel about leaving 
his parents? 

— for / feel for the poor old widow who has a 
large family to support, (sympathise with) 

— up to Do you feel up to making the journey? 
(feel able to) 

fence — with a person, (duel with) 

fight — agasnst, = with an opponent, an enem.y. 

— for a friend, one's country, a cause. 
— over an issue. 

fill — with He filled the sack with coal. 

filter — through Water has filtered through the 

roof 
fine — for Fine a person for an offence. 
finish — with a thing or a person. 
fire — at, — (up)on a target, an object. 
fish — for Information, a secret, a compliment 
(search for by indirect means) 
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fit — for This course will fit you for the task 
ahead. 

— into a certain society, one's surroundings, an 
object, (be congenial, be suitable) 

— to It y^ill fit you to render first-aid in any 
circumstances, 

fix — (up)on (1) Fix one's eyes or attention on 

something. 

(2) The young couple at last fixed on a date for 

their wedding, (decided on. chose) 
flash — (up)on The real reason for his absence 

suddenly flashed on me. (Colloquial) 
flee —from one's pursuers, tyranny, etc. 
flirt —with a person; danger, an idea, (not take 

seriously) 
float — (up)on the surface, water air, etc. 
flock — after The fans flocked after their favourite 

film-star, 
—to a place. 

flow — into Rivers flow into the sea. 
fly — at As soon as I mentioned her son, she flew 

at me. (attacked) (Colloquial) (Note that fly at 

usually implies a verbal attack.) 

— from a place, (hurry from, or leave by aeroplane 
from) 

— into The defeated king flew into a great rage. 
(burst into) 

— over an object. 

—to a destination, (hurry to or go by aeroplane to) 
focus —on a point an object. 
follow — (after) a person, an object. 
forbear — from doing something. 
forbid — from Forbid a person from doing some- 
thing. 

— to Forbid a person to do something. 

forge — into Force a person into doing something. 

— to Force a person to do something. 

— (up)on Force a thing upon a person. 
forget — about a person, a thing. 

— to do something. 

forgive — for Forgive a person for a wrong. 
free — from Free a person from prison, etc. 
fret — about. — at, — over an event. 
frighten — by Frighten a person by an action. 

— from, — out of Frighten a person out of (or from) 
doing something. 

— into Frighten a person into doing something. 

— out of Frighten a person out of his wits. 
frown — at, — (up)on a person, a thing, an action. 
furnish — with Furnish a person with information, 

etc. 
fuss —about, — over a person, an animal or a 

thing. 
gain — by experience, etc. 

— from another person, experience, etc. 



— in some respect. 

— (up)on The car behind is gaining on us. (advanc- 
ing towards) 

gamble — (up)on a chance. 

gape — at a person, a thing, or a scene. 

gasp — for breath, air, etc. 

gaze — at, — (up)on a person, a thing, or a 
scene. 

get — about — around (1 ) The old lady still gets 
about (around) all the shops, (goes about, 
around) 

(2) The news soon got around (about) the 
small town that the king was coming, (cir- 
culated around, about) 

— across The expedition got across the river 
before the bridge broke. 

— around Its no use trying to get around the 
issue by asking pointless questions, (evade) 

— at (1) Tommy managed to get at the cake. 
(reach) 

(2) The detective tried hard to get at the 
truth, (find out) 

(3) What are you getting at when you say he 
is not well? (hinting at) (Colloquial) 

(4) Whom are you getting at? (attacking, 
bantering) (Slang) 

(5) The customs officer confessed that the 
gang had got at him before the passengers had 
disembarked, (bribed, influenced) (Slang) 

(6) It was obvious that someone had got at 
the engine of the aeroplane, (tampered with) 
(Slang) 

(7) The older boys constantly got at Jones and 
made his life unbearable, (poked fun at) (Slang) 

— behind The frightened cat got behind the chair 
when the visitors arrived. 

— between The tiger got between the trainer and 
the door of the cage. 

— down Get down the ladder at once! (come 
down) 

— in(to) ( 1 ) When we all got into the room, the 
lights were suddenly switched off. 

(2) debt difficulties, etc. 

(3) He was so drunk that he could not get into 
his clothes, 

— near No one is allowed to get near the secret 
rocket. 

— off We got off the bus at the terminus. 

— on Captain Fell got on his horse and rode off, 
(mounted) We all managed to get on the bus. 
(board) 

— out of ( 1 ) How many men managed to get out of 
the prison? (escape from) 

(2) He was successful in getting out of his 
guard duties, (evading) 
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— over (1) Hicks got over the prison vvali and ran 
into the forest (climbed over) 

(2) When you get over this illness, please 
visit me. (recover from) 

(3) All the cars got over the circuit in qualify- 
ing time, (covered) 

(4) The brave little boy soon got over all the 
difficulties of having only one arm, (overcame, 
surmounted) 

— round ( 1 ) Sergeant Brown got round the regula- 
tions and managed to take more leave than he 
was entitled to, (get round = evade a law or rule 
without breaking it) 

(2) Ann got round her father and was allowed 
to go to the party after all. (persuaded, cajoled) 

— through ( 1 ) The fat man couldn't get through the 
door. 

(2) Have I got through the examination? 
(passed) 

(3) The reckless youth got through his week's 
wages in one evening, (spent) 

(4) When do you expect to get through all your 
work? (finish) 

— to (1) When we got to the house, no one was 
there, (reached) 

(2) The men got to work as soon as they 
arrived (started) 

— up The fireman got up the drain-pipe and 
reached the bedroom, (went up) 

give — on to, — upon This window gives upon a 
small courtyard, (looks out on, opens upon, leads 
on to) 

— to Give something to a person. 
glance — at a person, an object 

— over — through a report, etc. (examine briefly) 
gSean —from Glean Information from a person. 
gloat — over, — (up)on money, a person, one's 

success, someone else's misfortune, etc. 
glory — in a thing, doing something. 
gloss — over faults, problems, etc. (by ignoring 

or excusing them). 

go — about The mechanic went about repairing 
the car. (set to work at) 

— after a prize, etc. (try to win or obtain) 

— against It goes against my nature to be cruel 
to animals, (is contrary to) 

— at ( 1 ) The labourers went at their work with a 
mighty shout (attacked, began eagerly) 

(2) rd like to have a go at that crossword 
puzzle, (have a go at = make an attempt at) 

(3) There are some shoes going at £2 in the 
sale, (selling for the price of) 

— beyond Lieutenant Smith went beyond his 
orders in organising an attack, (exceeded) 



— by Ha goes by the name of Johnny Lee. (Is 
known by) 

— for ( 1 ) He went for a doctor, (went to get) 

(2) His hard work went for nothing: he was 
not promoted, (passed for) 

(3) The eagle saw Tommy near its nest and 
went for him. (attacked) (Colloquial) 

(4) The car went for £200 at the auction, (sold 
for the price of) 

— into- (1) a room, business, society, etc. (enter) 

(2) details, particulars, (study, occupy oneself 
with) 

(3) hysterics, fits of emotion, (fall into) 

(4) The whole family went into mourning on 
their uncle's death. 

(5) "We shall now go into the problem of 
unemployment/' the professor began, (examine, 
study) 

— on the dole, etc. ( = receive money or help) 

— out of fashion. 

— over { 1 ) The prospective buyer went over the 
car very carefully before reaching a decision. 
(examined) 

(2) The teacher went over the lesson on f\4ilton 
Just before the test (repeated carefuHy) 

— round The cake would not go round the whole 
class, (i.e. There was not enough to be distri- 
buted amongst all the class.) 

— through {^) Go through your breathing exercises 
once more, (perform) 

(2) The committee went through every paper 
on the export problem., (examined thoroughly) 

(3) The wounded pilot went through a very 
painful time in hospital, (underwent) 

(4) Daniel Jackroy, the young play-boy, quickly 
went through the fortune he had inherited from 
his father, (spent) 

— upon The chief went upon the evidence he was 
given and dismissed the scientist (acted in 
accordance with) 

— with ( 1 ) Jim will go with Mary as far as the 
junction, (accompany) 

(2) This brown tie doesn't go with my blue 
shirt, (match) 

(3) An expensive set of tools goes with each 
car. (belongs to, is sold with) 

— without The poor beggar went without food for 
three days, (lacked) 

goad — into Goad a person into action. The 
cunning youth goaded his brother into stealing 
the pen. 

— to Goad a person to do something. 
gossip — about a person, an event. 
grab — at a thing, an opportunity. 
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grace — with Grace an occasion with one's 

presence. 
graduate — from a university. 

— in a subject. 

graft — in(to), — (up)on The surgeon grafted new 

skin on his neck. 
grapple — with an opponent, a problenn. 
grasp — at an object, (clutch at) 
greet — with Greet a person with a handshake, 

etc. Greet some news with cheers, etc. 
grieve — about, — over a mishap, an accident, a 

loss, a disaster. 

— at tie said how much he had grieved at the sad 
news. 

— for a person. 
grin — at a person. 

grind — into Grind a metal into dust, etc. 

— to Grind a metal to pieces, etc. 

— under Grind a thing under one's foot, (crush 
under) 

grope —after, — for an object truth, etc. 
grow —from a seed. 

— in splendour, wisdom, etc. (increase in) 

— into a plant a man, etc. 

— out of ( 1 ) The argument grew out of a slight 
difference of opinion, (resulted from) 

(2) a habit 

— to He has grown to despise his parents. 

— (up)on A habit or a drug grows upon a person. 
grumble — about — at — over a person, an 

occurrence. 
guarantee — against, — from Guarantee some- 
thing against breaking down. 

— to do something. 

guard — against, — from failure, laziness, etc. 
haggle — about, — over the price of an object. 

— with a person. 

halt — at a major road, etc. 

hammer — at — on He hammered at the door 

— into (1 ) Hammer the nails into this wood. 

(2) She could not hammer the facts into Tom's 
head. 
hang —for a crime, murder etc. 

— from, — out of Your wallet is hanging out of 
your pocket. 

— (up)on The audience hung upon the speaker's 
words, (paid close attention to) 

hanker — after, — for a much desired object. 
happen — to Such a misfortune would happen to 
me! 

— (up) on If you happen upon Jane, tell her to come 
here at once, (meet by chance) 

harmonise — with another person, another thing. 
harp — on a particular subject, (talk constantly 
about) 



head — for a destination, (travel towards) 
hear — about, — of a person, an event, (be 
informed about) 

— from a person, (receive information from) 

— of My father would not hear of such a daring 
journey, (assent to) 

help — over Help someone over an obstacle, a 
difficulty, etc. 

— to Help someone to do something. Help one- 
self to so.mething. (take with or without 
permission) 

— with Help a person with a task. 
hesitate — about — over an action. 

— to do something. 

hide — from another person, the police, etc. 
hinder — from Hinder a person from doing 

something. 
hinge — on His success hinged on his ability to 

judge a situation. 
hint — at the truth, etc. 
hit — (up)on Who hit upon such an excellent 

idea? (discovered, thought of) 
hold = by, — to one's principles, a belief, an 

opinion, a purpose, (adhere to) 

— to Hold a person to a promise. 

— with Tom*s uncle does not hold with him 
smoking, (approve of) 

hope — for success, etc. 

— to succeed, etc. 

hover — above, — around, — over an object, a 

person, a place. 
hunger — after, —for a thing, 
hunt — after, — for an animal, an object. 

(search for) (Cf. hunt 3A7;>r?a/s = chase or pursue 

animals) 
hurl — at He hurled stones at us. 
hurry — into doing something. 

— to do something. 

identify — by Identify an object by a mark or 
characteristic. 

— with We identify bad manners with ignorance. 
(associate with) Identify oneself with an ideal. 

illustrate —by, —with He illustrated his talk 

with some slides. 
imbue — with The speaker imbued his audience 

with enthusiasm. 
immerse —in Immerse an object in water. 
immigrate — (in)to a country (where one is now 

living). 
immunise —against Immunise a person against 

a disease. 
impart — to He imparted the strange news to me. 

(told to) 
impel —to Impel a person to act. 



grace/journey 107 



impinge — (up)on an object, one's authority. 

(strike against encroach upon) 
implicate — in Implicate a person in a plot. 
implore — for Implore a person for mercy. 

— to Implore a person to do something. 
import — into Import goods into one's country. 
impose — 1up)on a person, (take advantage of) 
impregnate — with Fill with. 

impress —by, —with Impress a person by one's 
behaviour, etc, 

— on / impressed on him the importance of his 
task, 

improve —by Improve a thing by doing some- 
thing. 

— in Improve a thing in a certain respect. 

— {up)on an inferior object. 

impute —to Impute a saying to a person. 
incite —to incite a person to action. 
include — in Include an item in a list, etc. 
incorporate — in, — with Incorporate a business 

in another. 
increase — from ten per cent. 

— in number, quality, price. 

— to twenty per cent. 

incriminate —In incriminate a person in a crime. 
inculcate — in, — (up)on Inculcate an idea in a 

person. 
indemnify — against Indemnify a person against 

loss, accident, etc. 

— for loss, accident, etc. (compensate for) 
indulge — in a hobby, a habit. 

infer —from Infer something from a state- 
ment, etc. 
inflate ~ with We inflated the balloon with gas, 
inflict — (up)on Inflict punishment upon a 
person. 

— with Inflict punishment with an instrument. 
inform — about. — of Inform a person of a fact. 

— against The captured spy informed against his 
friends. 

infringe — (up)on someone's liberty. 

infuse — Into The brave captain infused courage 

into his men. 
inherit — from John inherited a fortune from his 

uncle, 
initiate — in(to) initiate a person into a mystery, 

or Into a (secret) society. 
inject — into Dr Bone injected penicillin into his 

patient's arm. 
inoculate —against Inoculate a person against 

3 disease. 

— with a serum, etc. 

inquire —about, —after a thing, (seek informa- 
tion about) 

— after, —for a person, (ask how he is) 



— into a matter. 

— of a person, (seek information about) 
inscribe — in, — on Inscribe lettering or a design 

on stone, metal, etc. 

— with Inscribe a stone or metal object, etc. with 
one's name, etc. 

insert — inlto) Insert one thing into another, 
insist — (up)on The kind man insisted on accom- 
panying his friend home. 
install — in Install a person in a position, 
instil — in(to) Instil an idea into a person, 
instruct — in Instruct a person In a subject. 

— to Instruct a person to do a task. 

insure —against Insure a person or a thing 
against an accident 

— for Insure a person or a thing for a sum of money. 

— with Insure a person or a thing with a company. 
intercede — for a friend. 

— with a person in authority. 

interest — in Interest a person in a subject. 
interfere — in a dispute, (intervene In) 

— with a thing, (meddle with) 
intermingle —with one another, (mix with) 
interpose — between two things or persons. 
intervene — in an affair, a dispute. 

introduce —into Introduce a custom or an Idea 
into a society, etc. 

— to introduce one person to another. 
intrude — into a place. 

— upon a person. 

invest — in Invest (money) in a business. 

— with invest a person with clothes, b\c. 
invite — to Who invited him to the party? 
involve — in Involve a person in a crime, an 

accident, trouble. 
isolate —from Isolate a person or a thing from 

others. 
Issue —from, — out of an action, a cause. 

— in a result 

— to Issue something to a person. 

— with Issue a person with something, 
jam — into Jam something into a space. 

— with The car park was jammed with cars, 

jar — (up)on A noise jars on one's nerves or one's 
ears. 

— with a person, (disagree with, quarrel with) 
jeer — at a person, a scene. 

join —in a game, etc. (participate in) 

— to Join one thing to another. 

— with a person, (share with) 
joke — about an amusing incident 

— with a person, 
journey —from one place. 

— to another place. 
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judge — between two or more things, (choose 
between) 

— by, —from evidence, one's behaviour, etc. 
juggle — with facts, figures, words, (deceive by 

the clever use of) 
jump —at (1) The dog jumped at the car, 

(2) Alan jumped at the opportunity of travel- 
ling by sea to Japan, (accepted eagerly) 

— over The horse jumped over the wall. 

— to Ever/one jumped to the conclusion that the 
missing man had been kidnapped. 

— \up)on He jumped on me at the very mention 
of my brother's name, (scolded, blamed) 

justify — by Justify an action by a reason. 

— to Justify an action to a person. 
keep — at a task, etc. (persist in) 

— by Have a person or thing at hand in case of 
need. He always keeps a bottle of aspirins by his 
bed. 

— from (^) He decided to keep from drinking in 
future, (abstain from) 

(2) Only pride kept her from bursting into tears. 
(restrained from) 

— to (1) Keep to the rules when you play a game. 
(adhere to) 

(2) Keep to oneself = be unsociable, be re- 
tiring. 

(3) Keep a secret, etc., to oneself. 

knock — against Knock one's hand against a wall. 

— on Knock on a door. 

know — about Have information about. 

— by (1) Know a person by sight, reputation. 

(2) Know something by heart, memory. 

— of Be aware of. 
labour — at a task. 

— for a purpose. 

— to do a task. 

— under a delusion, etc. (be hindered by, suffer 
from) 

lace —into a person, etc. (beat, hit) (Colloquial) 
lag — behind One runner had lagged behind the 

rest. 
lament — for a dead person, a loss, etc. 
land — at a place, a destination. 

— on the ground. 

lapse — into an inferior state. 

lash — at a person or an object, (strike at) 

laugh — at a joke, a person. 

— over a joke, a humorous incident, (remember or 
talk about with laughter) 

launch — (up)on a new venture, a scheme, etc. 

lay — about When the poor man found himself 
surrounded, he laid about him with his walking- 
stick, (struck violently on all sides of him) Note: 
It is also possible to say he laid about them 



( = he struck them). This latter use has a more 
transitive emphasis than the former. 

— in(to) The angry woman began to lay into the 
policeman, (strike, beat) (Slang) 

— on Lay an object on the ground, etc. 

lead — against Lead an attack against the enemy, 
etc. 

— by (1) Lead a person by the hand, etc. 

(2) Lead a person by the nose. ( = be able to 
persuade him to act as one wishes.) 

— to Lead a person to a place. 
lean — over Lean over a walL etc. 

— towards an object, a person, an idea, etc. 

— (up)on a stick, a person, etc. (for support). 
learn — about, — of a fact. 

— by Learn something by heart. 

— from a person, experience. 
leave — for a destination. 

— to Leave something to a person. 

leer — at He leered at the girl in a very unpleasant 

way. 
lend —to (1) Lend a thing to a person. 

(2) The play lends itself to adaptation as a 
film, (is suitable for) 

(3) rm surprised that you ever lent yourself 
to such a dishonest plan, (agreed to) 

let — in(to) He refused to let us into the concert. 
(admit into) 

level — against — at Level a charge, an accusa- 
tion, a warning, etc. at a person, (direct at) 

lie — by Lie beside (a person, a thing). 

— in bed. 

— (up)on the floor, etc. 

light — (up)on (1) The bird lighted upon the 

branch, (landed upon) 

(2) If you ever light upon any old stamps, 

please save them for me. (discover by chance) 
liken — to Liken one person or thing to another. 
limit —to Restrict to. 
linger — oven — (up)on a subject. 

— round a place. 

link —to This road links York to London, 
listen — for a sound, (expect) 

— to a person. 

live — among other people, 

— at an address, a village, a (small) town. 

— by, — near a place. 

— for David simply lives for golf ( = he makes it 
his whole interest in life) (Colloquiai) 

— in a house, a town, a street, a country. 

— through a war, hard times, (experience and 
survive) 

— (up)on food. 

— with another person. 

load — with The lorry was loaded with bricks. 
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lock — In ignorant of our presence, the care- 
taker locked us in the office. 
lodge — at a certain address, etc. 

— in a hostel a house. 

— with other people. 
long —for a thing. 

— to do something. 

look —after (1) Please look after my cat while 
I am on holiday, (take care of) 

(2) He looked after her as she walked away. 

— at a person, a scene. (Note: wouldn't look at a 
thing = reiect it, despise it.) 

— for (^) He looked for his pen but did not find it, 

(2) An employer looks for loyalty in all his 
employees, (expects) 

— into The police promised to look into the mat- 
ter, (investigate, examine) 

— like a person or thing, (resemble) 

— out of a window, etc. 

— over (1) Mr Jebson promised to look over my 
drawings before the exhibition, (inspect) 

(2) an error, etc. (overlook, pardon) 

— through (1) The little boys looked through the 
hole in the wall. 

(2) My teacher looked through my work. 
(examined) 

— to ( 1 ) Look to it that this never happens again. 
We must look to our own moral standards in 
these changing times, (take care of, attend to) 

(2) The outlaws looked to Robin Hood for wise 
leadership, (relied on) 

— to, — towards a distant object. 

— (up)on (1) a scene. 

(1) Mr Dyson has always looked on this house 
as his own. (regarded as, considered as) 

lord — over Lord it over a person = dom.ineer. 

(Colloquial) 
lose — at a game, etc. 

— to a person, (be beaten by) 

lust — after, — for power, wealth, glory, etc. 
make — after The townsfolk made after the 

remnants of the defeated army, (pursued) 

(Archaic) 

— at Several men made at me as I left the 
restaurant, (attacked) 

— for (1 ) / asked the motorist if he was making for 
London, (going towards) 

(2) A happy marriage makes for contentment 
(leads to) 

— (out) of 'What do you make (out) of this?" the 
detective asked me as he held up the torn page. 
(understand from, deduce from) 

— (out) of, — from The desk is made of wood. 

— to John made this cupboard to put his books in. 

— with This cake is made with self-raising flour. 



manage —to do something. 

— with, — without something, 
march — to The army marched to wan 

— (up)on a scene, a stage, etc. (walk boldly on) 
marvel — at Everyone marvelled at his courage, 
match — against — with Match a person against 

another. 

matter — to His career mattered more to him than 
his family. 

mean — by What did he mean by that last re- 
mark? (imply) 

— to He meant to post the letter but forgot. 
meet —with (1) misfortunes, an accident, etc. 

(experience, have) 

(2) The traveller met with great kindness 
wherever he went, (received) 

(Note : / met my old friend yesterday. ) 
meddle — in a matter. 

— with a thing, someone's affairs, 
meditate — (up)on a subject. 
melt — into a liquid, etc. 

mention — to Mention something to a person, 
merge — in(to) The blue seemed to merge into 

the green in the painting. 
migrate —from one country 

— to another country 

mingie — with The famous actors mingled with 

the crowd. 
minister — to Minister justice, help, etc. to a 

person. 
mistake — for / mistook you for someone else. 
mock — (at) a person, 
model — (up)on You should model your behaviour 

on Tom's, 
moralise — on, — over He is a/ways moralising 

on people's actions. 
mould — out of The statue of Beethoven was 

moulded out of clay. 

— upon He moulded his manners upon those of 
his gentle mother. 

mourn — for, — over a dead person, a loss, 
move — to Move a person to tears, pity, etc. 
multiply — by We obtain 35 by multiplying 5 by 7. 
muse — (up)on a subject, an incident a scene. 
nag — at a person. 
name — after They named the baby after their 

best friend, 
need — to We need to search for him at once. 
negotiate — about — on, — over a matter. 

— with a person. 

nibble — at some food, etc. 

nod — at a person. 

nose — into someone else's affairs, etc. (pry 

into) 
notify — of Notify a person of something. 
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— to Notify a person to do something. 

number —among, —in, — with He numbered 
the president among h/'s friends, (class among, 
in, with) 

object — against a person. 

— to a motion, a person. 

oblige — by, — with Oblige a person with a 

favour. 
obtain — from / obtained all the information 

from this book, 
obtrude — (up)on a person, someone's notice, 

etc. 
occupy — in, —with Occupy oneself with a task. 
occur — to It occurred to me that I might be 

wrong, 
offend — against He offended against the law, 

(Note: He offended me with his insults.) 
offer — to Offer a thing to a person. 
omit — to do something. 
open — into This corridor opens into the hall. 

— on(to) The window opens on to a lovely lawn. 
operate — for an illness. 

— (up)cn a person. 

order — from You can order this medicine from 
any chemist's shop. 

— to The sergeant ordered his men to withdraw. 
originate — from a place, a thing, a person, a 

cause. 

— in a place, a thing, a cause. 

— with a person. 

owe — for Owe a person for something. 

— to Owe a sum of money to a person. 
pair — with Pair one person with another. 

pall —on His jokes began to pall on me. (be- 
come wearisome to) 

pander — to a person, his desires, etc. 

pardon —for Pardon a person for an offence, a 
fault, etc. 

part —from a person. 

— with a thing. 

partake — in a scheme, an act, etc. 

— of a meal, etc. 

participate — In an event, an action. 

— with another person. 

pass — by a place, a person, (go past) 

— for He could pass for a man ten years younger 
than he really is, (be accepted as) (Cf pass off as 
in Chapter 4) 

— into Day quickly passed into night, (merged into) 

— over The secretary passed over the details in 
the first part of his report, (disregarded, ignored) 

— through We are passing through difficult times. 
(experiencing) 

pave — with The road is paved with small stones. 
pay — by cheque. 



— for (1 ) \fVho paid for the ticket? 

(2) You will pay for this insult, (suffer for) 

— into Pay money Into a bank. 

— to Pay money to a person. 
peck — at an object, food, etc. 
peep — at a person, a thing, a place. 

— into an object. 

— over an obstacle, a barrier, etc. 
peer — at a person, a thing, a place. 

— into an object, 

— through a crack, an opening, a window, etc. 
penetrate — into, — through a substance. 

— to The knife penetrated to the bone. 

perch — (up)on The bird perched on the branch. 
perish — by the sword, etc. 

— in a fire, an earthquake, etc. 

— with hunger, etc. 

permit — to They would not permit him to leave. 
persevere — in a course, doing something. 

— in, — with a task. 

persist — in a task, doing something. 
persuade — by Persuade a person by one's argu- 
ments. 

— into Persuade a person into doing something. 

— of Persuade a person of a fact. 

— to Persuade a person to do something, 
pertain —to Relate to (a particular matter or 

subject). 
petition — for a thing. 

— to do something. 

pick — on ( 1 ) Bullies usually pick on small boys. 

(torment) 

(2) Why did you pick on Sergeant Mills for 

the task? (select) 
pin — on The general pinned a medal on the 

soldier's tunic. 

— to He pinned the notice to the board. 

pine — after, — for He pined for his native country. 
pit — against Pit one's strength, etc. against 

another's. 
pitch —into (1) a person, (attack verbally or 

physically) (Colloquial) 

(2) a meal. food, (eat heartily) (Colloquial) 

— (up)on Why pitch on me? There were others 
also throwing stones, (choose unfairly) 

plan — for a future event. 

— on / did not plan on your coming, (m.ake allow- 
ances for) (Cf. / did not plan your journey — Pre- 
pare, arrange) 

play —at (1) a game. 

(2) Cowboys and Indians, etc. (pretend to be) 

— for Brown has been chosen to play for England. 

— (up)on (1) others' feelings, weaknesses, etc. 
(make use of) 

(2) words, (make a pun) 



number/put 1 1 1 



— with other people, things, (amuse oneself with) 
plead — against a decision. 

— for another decision, mercy, a person. 

— with a person (in authority). 

plot — against a person, a government, a country, 

etc. 
plough — through sand, snow, an obstacle, etc. 

(pass through with difficulty) 
plunge — in(to) the sea, trouble, argument, etc. 
ply — between Many small ships ply between 

France and England, (travel between) 

— with My host plied me with drinks. 

point — at — to The teacher pointed at the black- 
board, 

ponder — over, — (up)on a problem, a matter. 

pore — over The student was seated at his desk^ 
poring over some books, (concentrating on) 

pose — for 3 picture; an artist, etc. 

postpone —to We must postpone the meeting 
to a later date. 

pounce — (up) on The thief pounced upon the 
traveller. 

pray — for a person, a happening. 

— to God, another person. 
predominate — over a person. 

preface — by He prefaced his remarks by some 

advice. 
prefer — to Most people prefer riding to walking. 
prefix — to He prefixed an additional chapter to 

his book. 
prepare — for a person, a thing, a task. 

— to do something. 

prescribe — for Prescribe a remedy for an illness, 
present — to Present something to a person. 

— with Present a person with something. 
preserve —for Preserve a thing for a future 

occasion. 

— from Preserve a thing from harm. 

preside — over The chairman presided over the 

meeting. 
press — against A hard object pressed against 

my arm. 

— for action, an answer, justice, etc. 

— in He tried to press the clothes in the case. 

— out of She pressed the juice out of the orange. 

— to Press a person to do something, (urge to 
do) 

— towards Press towards a goal, (move towards) 

— upon (1) Press a thing upon a person, (urge to 
accept) 

(21 The crowd pressed upon the film-star. 
(surrounded) 

pretend — to do something. 

prevail — against — over Truth and righteous- 
ness will prevail over evil. 



— (up)on Can you prevail upon Mr Robinson 
to accompany us on our annual outing next 
Saturday? 

prevent — from Prevent a person from doing 

something. 
prey — (up)on a person, an animal. 
pride — (up)on Pride oneself on a quality or on 

doing something. 
prime — with He was primed with the facts of 

the situation, (prepared with) 
probe — into a mystery. 
proceed —against a company, a person, (take 

or continue action against) 

— to a place, do something. 

— with an action. 

produce — from Leather is produced from hide, 
profit — by, — from experience, one's efforts, 
prohibit = from Prohibit a person from, doing 

something. 
promise — to Promise something to a person. 
propose — to Mr Darcy proposed to Elizabeth, 
prospect — for He was prospecting for gold. 
protect —against -from The suit of armour 

protected him from all attack. 
protest — against The citizens protested against 

the new law. 
prove — to Prove your innocence to the court. 
provide —against attack, etc. 

— for a person, one's safe^/, etc. 

— with Provide a person with something. 
provoke — to Provoke a person to anger or to do 

something. 
pry — Into another person s affairs. 
pull — at The horseman pulled at the reins. 

— over Pull the cover over the bed. 

— through He put up a great struggle and even- 
tually pulled through his serious illness. 
(recovered safely from) 

punctuate —with stops, exclamation marks, etc. 
punish — by Punish a person by certain m.eans. 

— for Punish a person for a crime or a fault. 
purchase — from Purchase goods from a person 

or* a shop. 
purge — from, — of sin, an impure state, (cleanse 

from, of) 
push — at He pushed at the door, but it would 

not open. 

— for / am rather pushed for time, so I cannot stay 
longer, (be short of) (Colloquial) 

— through He pushed through the crowd. 
put — In Put it in the box. 

— on Who put the key on the table. ^ 

— over He put a cover over the bed. 

— upon Everyone tended to put upon Harold 
because of his generous nature, (impose on) 
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puzzle — about, — over a problem. 
qualify — for a job, doing something. 

— to do something. 

quarrel — about, — over a matter. 

— between two or more persons. 

— with Fred quarrelled with his friend. 
question — about The detective questioned 

everfone about the scene, 
quit — of He quit himself of all blame, 
quote —from He quoted a speech from "Mac- 
beth- 
radiate — from the centre. 
rail —at a person, (scold) 
rally —round (1) a person, (gather round) 

(2) a person, a cause, (support) 
range —from, —to The ages of the students 
range from twenty to forty, 

— over His ranch ranges over the whole valley. 
rank -— with This film ranks with the best. 

rate — above Rate oneself above a certain tasic or 
position. 

— at Rate an object at a certain price, (value at) 
rave —about —over Speak enthusiastically 

about or over (a subject). 
reach — for The gangster reached for his gun. 
react — to How did he react to the news? 

— (up)on //ow does this acid react upon metal? 
read — about, — of Have you read about Robin 

Hood's adventures? 

— in / read it in a book. 

— into He read into the poem a deeper meaning. 

— to (1) / read to the little girl, 

(2) Read to oneself = read silently, not aloud. 
reason — about, — (up)on We tried to reason 
with him about the advantages of entering the 
sixth form. 

— with a person. 

rebel — against a law, a custom, society, a 

government. 
recall — to These men have been recalled to duty. 
recede — from The waves soon receded from the 

shore, 
reckon — for He got more than he reckoned for 

when he undertook the job. (made allowance 

for) 

— (up)on My old friend told me that I could 
always reckon on him to support me. (rely on) 

— with "Before you touch John, you will have to 
reckon with me," Charles said, (call to account, 
deal with) 

reclaim —from This land has been reclaimed 

from the sea. 
recline — (up)on The emperor reclined upon the 

couch. 



recoil —from She recoiled from the sight in 

horror, 
recommend — for The servant was recommended 

for her loyalty. 

— to Can you recommend anyo.ne else to me? 
recompense —for Were you recompensed for 

the trouble? 
reconcile —to Reconcile oneself or a person to a 
disagreeable condition or state. 

— with (1) another person, etc. 

(2) / find it hard to reconcile your present 
behaviour with your previous statement, (make 
consistent with) 

recover — from an illness, an attack, shock, etc. 
(Cf. recover an object = get it back) 

recuperate —from an illness. 

recur — to a person, one's mind. 

reduce — from a certain price. 

— to (Da lower price. 

(2) She was now reduced to begging, (com- 
pelled to beg) 
reel — under a blow, 
refer —to a person, a book, etc. 
reflect — (up)on (1) Tom reflected on the results 

which his action might produce, (considered 

carefully) 

(2) The clerk's carelessness reflected on his 

general attitude to his fob (brought discredit on) 
refrain — from spitting, smoking, etc. 
regard — as We regarded him as a potential 

enemy, (considered as) 
regret — to / regret to have to do this. 
reinforce — with The roof has been reinforced 

with concrete. 
rejoice — at — in, — over a happy event, good 

news, etc. 
relate — to The newspaper article relates to the 

recent bombing incident, (concerns) 
release — from He was released from prison 

yesterday. 
relegate — to an inferior position. 
relieve — from Relieve a person from a burden, 

distress, etc. 

— of Relieve a person of his possessions, etc. 
rely — (up)on a person or a thing. 

remain — by, — near a person, an object. 
remark — about — (up)on He remarked on the 

weather, (commented on) 
remember — to Please remember me to him. 
remind — of I was reminded of our last meeting. 
remonstrate — against a course. 

— (up)on a matter. 

— with 3 person. 

remove — from Who removed the key from the 
box? 
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render — to Render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar's, (give up, surrender) {From the Bible) 
rent — at Rent a house, etc. at a certain price. 

— to Rent a thing to another person. 

repair — to The climbers repaired to the moun- 
tain hut for the night (went to) (Literary) 
repent — of a crime, a sin. 
replace — by, — with another person or thing. 
reply — to She never replied to my letter. 
report —for duty. etc. 

— to Report to the guard room. 

repose — on Her head reposed on the pillow. 
reprimand — for Reprimand a person for a fault or 

an offence. 
reproach — for Reproach a person for an offence. 
require — of Courage is required of everyone. 

— to You are required to do this job. 

rescue — from She was rescued from drowning. 
reserve — for These seats are reserved for us. 
resign —to Resign oneself to certain circum.- 

stances. 
esolve — to do something. 

— (up)on a course of action, doing something. 
resort —to The man resorted to violence to 

settle the quarrel. 

resound — with echoes, etc. 

respond — to Most patients respond to this treat- 
ment 

rest —against a post, a wall, etc. 

— on a seat, a bed, etc. 

— with A.ny further action now rests with the com- 
mittee, (is in the hands of) 

restore — to The king was restored to the throne. 
restrain — from He restrained from shouting out 
restrict — to Restrict a person to a limit, etc. 
result — from The fight resulted from the quarrel. 

— in The quarrel resulted in a fight 

retire — from He eventually retired from business. 

— into The young man retired into himself (be- 
came quiet and unsociable) 

— to He retired to bed at half-past seven. 

— (up)on a pension, (stop working) 
retreat —from one place 

— to another place. 

return — from When did you return from Africa? 

— to He wants to return to his own country. 
reveal — to The minister revealed the secret to 

me, 

revel — in He revelled in other people's mis- 
fortunes. 

revenge — (up)on Revenge oneself upon a 
person. 

revert — to The natives reverted to cannibalism. 

revolt — against, — from a government, a 
ruler. 



revolve — about. — round The earth revolves 

round the sun. 
reward — for The doctor was rewarded for his 

services. 
rhyme — with ''Whale" rhymes with "sair. 
rid — of Rid oneself (or another person) of a 

difficulty, a pain, or anything undesirable, 
ride — in a car. a bus, etc. 

— on a bicycle, etc. 

rise — above The television masts rose above the 
houses. 

— against The slaves rose against their cruel 
master 

— to an occasion, great heights, etc. 

rob — of Rob a person of his money, possessions, 

etc. 
round — (up)on She rounded on her husband 

when he dropped the cup. (attacked verbally or 

physically) 
rouse — from, — out of sleep, lethargy, etc. 

— to Rouse a person to action. 

rule — over The king rules over both countries. 
run — across, — into / ran across Tom in the 
library today, (met by chance) 

— after ( 1 ) Some men ran after the cyclist 
(pursued) 

(2) Mr Robinson spends most of his time 
running after his secretary; many people think 
he will marry her. (seeking the society or 
company of) 

(3) Why do you always run after adventure? 
(seek, pursue) 

— against, —into (1) The bus ran i.nto the car. 
(collided with) 

(2) Vve ran into John at the exhibition, (met 
by chance) 

— at The natives ran at the fort and managed to 
scale the walls, (attacked) 

— into (1) debt, difficulties, danger, etc. 

(2) The total cost of the building runs into 
thousands of pounds, (reaches, totals) 

— off Water runs off an object, (flows off) 

— on (1) Trams still run on these lines. 

(2) Young Peter's mind continually runs on 
space ships now. (is concerned with) 

— over ( 1 ) The teacher began by running over 
what the class had learnt in the previous lesson. 
(review, glance over) 

(2) He was driving recklessly and ran over a 
dog. 

— through (1) The foolish young man ran 
through half of his father's fortune before he 
came to his senses, (squandered) 

(2) / ran through the document in front of me. 
(perused, examined quickly) 
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(3) An atmosphere of gloom ran through the 
castle, (pervaded) 

— to (1) a person, a place. 

(2) The cost of the expedition runs to several 
thousand dollars, (reaches, amounts to) 

— upon (1 ) His thoughts ran upon the big business 
transaction, (dwelt on) 

(2) / ran upon Mr Jones in the street the other 
day. (met suddenly) 
rush — 8t The bull rushed at me, (charged at) 

— into an agreement a course of action. 
saddle — (up)on Saddle a burden upon a person. 

— with Saddle a person with a burden. 
sail —across an ocean, the sea. 

— for They will sail for Hong Kong, 

— from The ship sails from London, 

— into (1) a port, a harbour. 

(2) Angry at having to vs/ait Mrs Sharp sailed 
into her husband as soon as he arrived home, 
(scolded) (Slang) 

salute — with Salute a person with a handshake, 
a kiss. etc. 

satisfy —of Satisfy a person of a fact, (con- 
vince of) 

save — for Save something for a future occasion. 

— from Save a person from danger, drowning, etc. 
saw —through wood, etc. 

say — about What did he say about Africa? 

— to Say something to a person. 

score — off The batsman scored sixty off the 

bowler. 
scramble — over an obstacle, etc, 
scrape —through Frank did little work and 

scraped through his examination, (just managed 

to pass) (Colloquial) 
scream — for help, etc. 
search — for a missing person or object, truth, 

etc. 
secede -from South Africa seceded from the 

Commonwealth. 
secure — against — from Secure a person or 

thing from attack, danger, etc. 
see — about Mr Arnold promised to see about 

some leave for his secretary (attend to, con- 
sider, inquire about) 

— into The employer said he would immedi- 
ately see into the numerous complaints. 
(investigate, examine) 

— through a trick, a swindle, etc. (not be 
deceived by) 

— to >4 button has come off my shirt. Will you 
please see to it? (attend to) 

seek —after, —for a person, an object, (try to 
find) 



— of Seek a thing of a person, (inquire, etc.) 
(Archaic) 

seize — (up)on a chance, an opportunity. 
select — for Allan was selected for the task. 
-from He was selected from twenty others. 
sell — for Sell an object for a certain price. 
send —for a person, a thing, (call to come) 
sentence —to The prisoner was sentenced to 

hard labour. 
separate —from Separate one thing from 

another. 
serve —for a purpose. This piece of wood serves 

for a bridge over the stream. 

— to do something. 
set — (up)on A gang of thieves Sfi on the watch- 
man, (attacked suddenly) 

settle — for'""Settte-^_ di spu icro r a sum of money. 

— {up)on a thing, a course of action, (decide on) 

— with a person, (pay one's bills, debts, etc.) 
sever —from The woodman severed a branch 

from the tree. 
share — in Three families share in the use of the 
car. 

— with You must share your Joy with others. 
shelter —from Shelter a person or thing from 

rain, a storm, danger etc. 
shine — on The sun shone on the church. 
shoot —at a person, a target, (fire a gun at) (Cf. 

He shot at me. He shot me. ) 
shout — at a person. 

— for joy, etc, 

show — over He showed me over the factory. 

(showed every part of) 
shrink —from a task, doing something. 
shudder — at She shuddered at the sight of the 

dead man. 

— to I shudder to think what will happen. 
shy — at The horse shied at the fence. 
side — against an opponent etc. 

— with a friend, an ally. 

sin — against a divine law, God. 
sink — in{to) something, (penetrate) 
sit — at a table, a task, etc. 

— for He is sitting for his School Certificate 
Examination, (is a candidate for) 

— In an armchair, a car, etc. 

— (up)on (Da chair. 

(2) He's so rude — / wish his mother would sit 
on him. (scold) (Slang) 

(3) a committee, etc. (serve on) 
sleep — (up)on a bed, a problem. 

smell —of (1) He smelt of petrol, (had the smell 
of) (Cf. He smelt petrol) 

(2) The house was so quiet that it smelt of a 
trap, (suggested) 
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smile — at Ann smiled at Harry. 

— (up/on Fortune smiied on him. ( ^ He was lucky.} 
smuggle — in(to) He tried to smuggle watches 

into the country, 

— out of The convict was smuggled out of the 
country. 

— through She tried to smuggle several watches 
through the customs. 

snap — at 11) The dog snapped at the stranger. 

(2) "Where have you been?" his wife snapped 
at him. (spoke angrily to) 

(3) They snapped at the offer of accompanying 
us on the expedition, (accepted quickly) 

snatch — at The thief snatched at my bag. 

— from He snatched it from me. 
sneer — at a person. 

sniff — at The dog sniffed at the meal. 

speak —about, —of He spoke about his old 
doctor. 

-for (1) another person, (speak on behalf of) 

(2) There is no need to try to explain Tom's 
rudeness: it sneaks for itself (Le. it is self- 
evident.) 

— on a subject. 

— to a person, an audience, (address) 

— with another person, (confer with) 

spend — (up)on Spend nnoney on a person or a 

thing. 
split — in{to) Split a thing Into separate parts or 

sides. 

— on If I tell you my secret will you promise not 
to split on me ? (betray) (Slang) 

sponge — (up)on 77?© old tramp tried to sponge 
on the kind-hearted innkeeper (obtain a loan, 
etc. by taking advantage of him) (Colloquial) 

spread — on Ann spread the table-cover on the 
ground. 

— over She spread a cloth over the cups to keep 
the dust out 

spring — at, — on The madman sprang at the 

doctor. 
sprinkle — (up)on He sprinkled some salt on his 

food. 
spy — into an affair, etc. (examine secretly) 

— (up)on a person, one's actions, etc. (watch 
secretly) 

stamp — (up)on (1) the floor etc, 

(2) The principal stamped on the prefect's sug- 
gestion of a lioliday every month, (rejected) 

stand — against Only two people stood against 
what he had suggested, (opposed) 

— (a)round Several men were standing round the 
hole in the road. 

— by (1 ) The house stands by the bridge, (is near) 



(2) He always stood by hi$ friends in difficult 
times, (remained faithful to, supported) 

(3) Several ambulances were standing by in 
case of accident (ready to help) 

— for ( 1 ) 'B,B, C. " stands for British Broadcasting 
Corporation, (represents, means, signifies) 

(2) / will not stand for such rude behaviour, 
(endure, tolerate) (Colloquial) 

(3) Parliament, (be a candidate for) 

— to (1) one's guns, one's post, one's principles, 
(adhere to) 

(2) a promise, (abide by) 

(3) You stand to win (or lose) a fortu.ne if you 
enter for this competition, (be likely to) 

(4) reason. It stands to reason that he will 
be angry if we ignore his advice, (is reasonable 
to expect) 

— (up)on (1) Can you stand on one foot? 

(2) ceremony, (insist on) 
stare — at a person, a scene. 
start —for a destination. 

— on a journey, a task. 

— with The meeting started with a speech. 
stay — at They stayed at home. 

— by She stayed by me until help arrived. 

— with Gur guest stayed with us for a week. 
steal —from The robbers stole only from rich 

people. 
steer — for The captain steered for the island. 
stem — from The new regulation stems from your 

petition, 
step — across We stepped across the pool of 

water. 

— on (1) an object. 

(2) His uncle stepped on him for making such 
rude remarks, (subdued, checked) (Slang) 

(3) Step on it! = Hurry' up I (Slang) 

stick — at The spy was prepared to confess 
almost everything but he stuck at betraying his 
friends, (hesitated) 

— at, — to You are bound to succeed if you stick 
at your work, (persist in) 

— by, — to He always sticks by his old friends, (is 
loyal to) 

— to This paper will stick to any surface. 
stoop — to The tall man had to stoop to enter 
stop — by a tree, a house, etc. 

— for (1)3 rest, tea, etc. 

(2) a person, (wait for) 
strain — after a goal, an object. 
~ at The dog strained at the leash. 
strike —at The man struck at his old friend. 
(aimed a blow at) 

— on He struck on the idea while watching an egg 
boil, (found by chance) 



1 1 6 Verbs Followed by Prepositions 



strive — after, — for a goal an object. 

— against, — with an opponent. 

— to do sonnething. 

struggle — against, — with an opponent, a rival. 
study — for Tom is studying for a degree. 

— under a professor, a teacher. 

stumble — across, — (up)on We stumbled on an 
error which you had made, (found by chance) 

— over an obstacle. 

submit — to They would not submit to tyranny. 
subscribe —for sonriething. 

— to a charity, a club, etc. 

subsist — on The poor man subsisted on charity. 
substitute — by, — with Substitute a person or 
sometulng by another person or thing. 

— for Peter substituted for the injured player. 
subtract —from Subtract 2 from 10. 
succeed — in a task, doing sonnething. 

— to a position, a title, an estate. 
succumb —to fear, doubts, illness, etc. 

sue — for Sue a person for redress of a wrong. 
suffer — from pain, discomfort, nervousness, etc. 
suffice —for a person, a purpose, 

— to do something. 

suggest — to Suggest something to a person. 
supplement — by, — with Supplement a thing 

with something else. 
supply — to The army supplied rifles to the 

peasants. 

— with The army supplied the peasants with rifles, 
surpass — in He surpassed everyone in strength. 
surrender — to They refused to surrender to the 

enemy. 
surround — by, — with England is surrounded by 

sea. 
suspect — of Suspect a person of a crime. 
suspend — by The .heavy object was suspe.nded 

by a rope. 

— from It was suspended from the ceiling. 

— over The light was suspended over the centre 
of the table. 

swarm — round Lots of boys and girls swarmed 

round the famous actor. 
swear — at a person, (use profane language at) 

— by the name of a person or thing, (take an oath) 

— in(to) Swear a person in office, service, etc. 

— on the Bible, a sacred object 

swindle — out of Swindle a person out of his 

possessions, his money, etc. 
sympathise — about, — on a subject. 

— with a person. 

take — after The little girl takes after her mother. 
(resembles) 

— for At first I took him for a doctor, (regarded as) 

— from Take 2 from 10. 



— into (1) Take a person Into one's confidence. 
(^Confide in a person.) 

(2) Take it into one's head to do something. 
( = Decide to do something.) 

— out of (1) Take it out of a person. (=Exhgust 
a person.) The long race took it out of me. 

(2) Take it out of a person. He did not dare to 
be angry with his wife, so he took it out of his 
servant, (vented his ill-temper on) 

— to (1 ) She took the parcel to her cousin. 

(2) The young student took to going for long 
walks by himself, (formed the habit of) 

(3) Everyone took to the new doctor, (liked) 

— upon Take it upon oneself to do something. 
( — Assume the responsibility and authority to 
do something.) 

talk — about, — of a person, a subject. 

— into Talk a person into doing something, (per- 
suade into) 

— out of Talk a person out of doing something, 
(dissuade from) 

— to { 1 ) / sometimes talk to my neighbour across 
the fence. 

(2) John misbehaved again : I must talk to him. 

(reprove, scold) 
= with a person, (confer with) 
tally —with His account of the accident tallies 

with yours. 
tamper — with something. 
taste — of salt, fish, etc. (have the flavour of) 
tear —from The child was torn from its mother 

by the angry crowd, 

— out of She tore a page out of the book 

tell — about, — of He told us about his early life. 

— by, — from / could tell by his appearance that 
he had been drinking heavily, (recognise by, from) 

— on (1 ) The pressure of the work is beginning to 
tell on old Mr Smith, (have an effect on) 

(2) / shall not tell on you if you prorhise to 
leave at once, (inform against) (Slang) 

temper — with Portia asked the court to temper 
justice with mercy, 

tempt — to The gang tempted me to join them. 

tend —to She tends to talk too much, (is in- 
clined to) 

— (upon) Several servants tended upon the sick 
chief, (waited upon) 

test — for The scientist tested the metal for radia- 
tion. 

testify — against a person, (give evidence, etc. 
against a person) 

— for a person, (give evidence in favour of. a 
person) 

— to a fact 
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thank —for Thank a person for his kindness, for 
doing something, etc. 

think — about ( 1 ) We must think about the mat- 
ter, (consider) 

(2) What do you think about his decision? 
(have an opinion about) 

— of (1) Tom thought of going home (considered) 

(2) / dont think much of the meal, (have an 
opinion of) 

(3) The old man thought of his youth, (re- 
mennbered) 

— (up)on a matter etc. (reflect on, deliberate on) 
thirst — aftsr, —for fame, glory, knowledge, etc. 

(long for, desire) 

threaten —with Threaten a person with punish- 
ment 

thrill —with Thrill people with ones perform- 
ances, etc. 

thrive — on Rabbits seem to thrive on lettuce. 

throw —at David threw the stone at his little 
brother. 

— in(to) He threw the ball into the net. 

— into Throw oneself Into a task, (begin vigor- 
ously to do something) 

— over He threw the ball over the wall. 

— to Throw it to me, please. 

— (up)on ( 1 ) She threw her hat on the desk. 

(2) He threw himself on the mercy of the court. 
(trusted to) 
thrust — (up)on The job of being secretary was 
thrust upon me. 

— with a weapon. 
toil — at a task. 

— on a journey, a task. 

— up a hill. 

touch — at a port, a place, (make a brief call at) 

— for The stranger touched me for £10. (ob- 
tained money from) (Slang) 

— (up)on (Da subject, (mention, discuss briefly) 

(2) He touched on the causes of unemploy- 
ment in his speech, (referred to) 

tower — above, — over The tall building towered 
above all the others. 

toy —with an Idea. 

trade — in certain goods, etc. 

— on The lodger traded on his landlady's gener- 
osity, (took advantage of) 

— with a person. 
traffic — in drugs, etc. 

trail — behind The lame boy trailed behind the 

others. 
train — for a certain post, a task, etc. 
tramp — over fields, the countryside, etc. 
trample — (up)on flowers, a person's feelings. 
transact — with Transact business with a person. 



transfer — from one person, place or position 

— to another person, place or position, 
transform — into The beautiful princess was 

transformed into a swa f. 
translate —from one language 

— into another language. 

travel — by car, train, bus. aeroplane, ship, etc. 

— from one place 

— to another place. 

tread — (up)on grass, a person's feelings, etc. 
treat — of This book treats of new trends in 
surgery. 

— with His wound was treated with the new oint- 
ment. 

tremble — at a terrifying sight. 

— for another person, his safety, etc. 

— from, —with fear, anger, etc. 

trespass — (up)on a person's property, rights, 
trick — into Trick a person into (doing) something. 

— out of Trick a person out of (doing) something. 
trifle —with a person, (act lightly or insincerely 

towards) 

trip — over an obstacle. 

triumph — over an enemy, opposition, diffi- 
culties. 

trust —in God. another person, one's ability, 
etc. (have faith in) 

— to (1) Trust a person to do something. 

(2) chance, one's memory, etc. (rely on) 

— with Trust a person with something, 
try —for (1) a scholarship, a prize, etc. 

(2) Try a person for a crime. 
tuck — in(to) (1) Tuck a child into bed. 

(2) Tuck into a meal, (eat heartily) 
tug — at The dog tugged at the rope. 
tumble — in{to) The children tumbled into the 
lake and began to swim. 

— out of He tumbled out of bed at eight this 
morning, (arose) 

— to It was a long time before you tumbled to the 
Joke, (understood, realised) (Colloquial) 

turn —against The natives suddenly turned 
against the European settlers, (became hostile to) 

— into (1) stone, etc. (change into) 

(2) The car turned into a narrow drive, (entered) 

— to {1} He turned to me and whispered the 
stranger's name. 

(2) a person for help, protection, comfort, 
sympathy, (rely on) 

— (up)on (1) The girl suddenly turned on her 
brother and blamed him for the accident, (be- 
came hostile to) 

(2) Your promotion turns on the result of your 
interview, (depends upon) 



I lo verus roiiowea oy Krepositions 



twine — about, — round The peasant twined the 

wire round the fence. 
twist — down, — up The road twisted down (or 

up) the steep hillside. 

— round He twisted the bandage round his arm. 
undertake — to He undertook to revenge his 

father's murder 
unite —against a common foe. 

— in one's efforts, doing something. 

— with a friend, an ally. 

use — for Use a person or a thing for a purpose. 

usher — in(to) He ushered us into the dining- 
room. 

value — at The house is valued at several thousand 
pounds. 

— on Value oneself on one's ability. 
vanish — from sight, a place. 
vary — from one extreme 

— to another extreme. 
veer — from a course. 

verge —on, — towards The difficult task made 

Hamlet verge on despair. 
vie — for an honour, a favour etc. 

— in doing something, one's ability or a quality. 

— with a rival, an opponent. 
volunteer — for a task. 

— to do a task. 

vote — against a rival party, a candidate, a 
motion, a bill. 

— for one's own party, a candidate, a motion, 
a bill. 

— in an election. 

— on an issue. 

vouch —for a person, his loyalty, etc. 

wade — through water, a swamp, etc. 

wage — against, — on Wage war against another 

country. 
wager — on Wager a sum of money on an event, 

etc. 
wait — for William waited an hour for his uncle. 

— (up)on A red-haired m.an waited on us. (served) 
walk — from one place 

— to another place. 

— Into (1) a person, an object, (bump into) 

(2) a room, a trap. 

(3) The chief clerk walked into his two assist- 
ants when he realised the extent of their error. 
(scolded, abused) (Slang) 

(4) The hungry survivors walked into the big 
meal that awaited them on board the rescue ship, 
(ate heartily) (Slang) 



wander — from one place 

— to another place. 

warn — about, — of Warn a person of danger. 

— against Warn a person against doing some- 
thing. 

waste — in. — on Waste money on doing certain 

things. 
watch —for a person, an opportunity, (wait for) 

— over a person, (guard) 

wave — to We waved to him as he was leaving. 

weep — for a person ; joy. 

weigh — against His lack of experience weighed 

heavily against his chances of promotion. 

(counted unfavourably against) 

— with This man's loyalty will weigh with the 
directors, (influence) 

welcome — to He welcomed us to his small house. 

— with She welcomed us with a smile. 

wend —to, —towards We wended our way 

towards the inn, 
wink —at (1) a person. 

(2) The kind man winked at the small error 

his clerk had made, (ignored) 
wish — for / closed my eyes and wished for a car 

— to Wish a person to do something. 
withdraw — from Mr Johnson withdrew from 

membership of the club. 
withhold — from The witness withheld some 

information from the police. 
witness — against She will witness against Smith 

at the trial. 

— for How many people will witness for the 
defence? 

wonder — about / have often wondered about 
your progress, (thought of) 

— at Everyone wondered at the pilot's great 
courage, (marvelled at) 

work — at a task. 

— for a person, a company, a reward. 

— on The defence counsel worked on the jury's 
doubts, (attempted to influence) (Colloquial) 

— with tools, another person : determination, eta 

worry — about a person, an animal or certain 

events. 
wrestle — with a problem, an opponent. 
write — to a person. 

yearn — after — for glory, love, one's native 
country, etc. 

— to do something. 

yield — to a person, an emotion. 



6 Words (other than Verbs) Followed by Prepositions 



Noun \ 

Adjective / + Preposition 

Adverb ) 



This chapter contains a list of the most common nouns, adjectives, and adverbs which are followed by 
particular prepositions. The list has been arranged in the same way as the previous chapter The noun, 
adjective, or adverb in bold type is followed by the prepositions used with it, shown also in bold type 
after a dash. Then comes either (i) an explanation of the meaning of the collocation, or (ii) an indication 
of usage, or (iii) an example of usage printed in italics, showing the noun, adjective, or adverb followed 
by the preposition in a particular context. 

In a few cases the particle marking the infinitive to has been included in the list to show that certain 
nouns and adjectives are followed by an infinitive introduced by to and not. for example, by a gerund 
introduced by into, out of, etc., e.g. 

disposed — to do something, (inclined to) 
The past participles of certain verbs have also been included in this chapter, e.g. 

acquainted —with Are you acquainted with this man? 
excited — about an event. 



abhorrence — of Intense dislike of. 
abhorrent — to Disgusting to, hateful to. 
abominable —to His arrogance was abominable 

to ail. 
abreast — of, — with The old man still kept 

abreast of the times. 
absent — from school, work, etc. 
absorbed — by The ink was absorbed by the 

paper. 

— in He was absorbed in his work, 
abundance —of There was an abundance of fruit 

that year 
abundant — in The district was abundant in fruit. 
abuse — of one's trust. (Note the verb : He abused 

the trust we all placed in him. ) 
accent — on a syllable or a particular subject. 
acceptable — to Were the gifts acceptable to the 

king? 
acceptance — of a gift, a request, etc, 
access — to a place, documents, etc. 
accessary (n. & adj.) —to a crime. 
acclimatised —to a new climate, new conditions. 
accountable — for You are accountable for the 

child's safety. 

— to He was accountable to the child s parents. 
accustomed — to She is accustomed to rising 

early. 
acquainted — with Are you acquainted with this 

man? 
addicted —to drugs, etc. 
adept — in The man was adept in public speaking. 



adequate — for This meal is adequate for two. 
= to a person's needs. 

adherent (n.) — of Supporter of (a party or a 
belief). 

— (adj.) to (1) Connected with, due to. 

(2) Sticking to. 
adjacent — to Next to, near to. 
admiration — for / have great admiration for him. 
admission — (in)to a building, a concert, a club. 

— of His behaviour was an admission of guilt. 
adorned —with The room was adorned with 

flowers. 
advantage — of Take advantage of a person or an 
opportunity. Have the advantage of a person. 

— over Have an advantage over a person or a 
thing. 

— to Tom's pleasant personality is a great advan- 
tage to him. 

adverse —to Hostile to, harmful to. 

advice — (up)on a subject. 

advocate —of freedom, justice, reform, etc. 

(Note the verb: He advocated reform.) 
affection — for, — towards The dog shows great 

affection for his master. 
affiliated — to Attached to. 
= vvsth Connected with. 
affinity — between There is a great affinity 

between the twins. 

— to, —with Close connection or similarity to. 
afflicted — with a disease, a trouble, etc. 
affluent — in Abounding in, rich in. 
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afraid — of The boy was afraid of the horse. 

agape — at Everyone stood agape at his strength. 

aghast — at She was aghast at the terrible sight. 

agreeable — to His company is agreeable to us. 

ahead — of In front of. 

air — of He spoke with an air of authority. 

akin — to Like, similar to. 

alarmed — at The passengers were alarmed at 

the robbery, 
alert — to danger, etc. 

alien — from, — to Foreign to, different from. 
alienated — from The boy felt alienated from his 

new companions. 
alive — to a situation, (realise) 

— with ants, etc. (swarming with) 

allegiance —to The knights showed their 

allegiance to the king by taking an oath of 

loyalty. 
allergic —to certain flowers, foods, insect-bites. 

cats, etc. (sensitive to) 
alliance — against England formed an alliance 

against the enemy. 

— with England formed an alliance with its friendly 
neighbour. 

allusion — to There was an allusion to the recent 

strike in his speech. 
ally — of Russia and America were allies of 

England in the last war 
aloof — from He was a quiet boy and kept aloof 

from the others. 
alternative —to What is the alternative to this 

question? 
amazed — at We were amazed at his great 

ability. 
ambitious — to He was ambitious to become 

king, 
amenable — to He has few views of his own and 

is very amenable to suggestion. 
angry — about, — at He was angry about the 

delay. 

— at, — with They were angry at the lazy servant. 
annexed — to Alsace has been annexed to France. 
annoyed — about, — at He was annoyed at your 

refusal. 

— at, — by, — with His sister was annoyed with 
her boyfriend. She has been annoyed by several 
men in the street recently. 

answer — from / received an answer from Ann. 

— to James received no answer to his letter. (Note 
the verb : She did not answer his letter. ) 

answerable — for one's actions, etc. 

— to a person. 

antagonistic — to He was most antagonistic to 
slavery. 



anxious — about, — for a person, his safety, etc. 

— to do something. 
apologetic —to a person. 

apparent — to It is apparent to us that you are 

lying. 
appeal — against a decision, a judgement. 

— for mercy, justice, etc. 

— to a person. 

appetite — for / have no appetite for food. 

applicable — to This law is not applicable to 
foreigne.rs. 

appreciation — for She showed great apprecia- 
tion for good music. 

appreciative — of The old lady was appreciative 
of my efforts. 

apprehensive — for a person, his safety, etc. 

— of a thing. 
apprenticed — to a trade. 

approach — to There was a picturesque approach 
to the house. (Note the verb: He approached the 
house. ) 

appropriate — for, — to Suitable for. 

apt — to She was apt to cry at the mention of his 
name. 

aptitude — for Ted has an aptitude for arithmetic. 

ardour — for She showed great ardour for music. 

arrival — at a place, a village, a town. 

— from a place. 

— in a city, a state, a country. 

— (up)on a scene. 

ashamed — of Bob's father was ashamed of his 

son's behaviour. 
assailed — with doubts, fears. 
asset — to An intelligent clerk is a great asset to a 

firm. 
associate — in a business, a crime, etc. 
astonished — at, — by The audience was 

astonished at the brilliant performance. 
astounded — at, — by We were astounded at the 

news. 
attack — against An attack was launched against 

the enemy. (Note the verb: We attacked the 

enemy. ) 
attempt —to do something. 
attendance — at a meeting, a concert, etc. 

— {up)on a person. 

attention — to He showed great attention to his 
work. 

attentive — to He was attentive to others. 

attitude — to, — towards What is your attitude 
to politics? 

attracted — to George was attracted to Mary. 

attribute — of Courage is an attribute of man- 
liness. 

authority — for doing something. 
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— on Nielson is an authority on that subject (an 
expert on) 

— over other people. 

— to do something. 

available —for a purpose, a use, etc. 

— to a person. 

averse — to He was averse to the idea of leaving, 
aversion — to He has an aversion to the idea of 

leaving. 
awake —to an opportunity, (aware of) 
award —for The soldier received an av^*ard for 

gallantry, 
aware — of Are you aware of the time? 
barren —of vegetation. 

basis — for You have no basis for such a belief, 
battle — against — with an enemy. 
bearing (n.) —on a subject, (relevance to) 
becoming — to The necklace is very becoming to 

you. 
behaviour — towards His behaviour towards his 

uncle was very bad. 
behindhand —with / am behindhand with my 

rent. 
belief — In Trust in, confidence in. 

— of The beliefs of the early Christians were 
rapidly spread far and wide. 

beneficial —to one's health, one's career, etc. 
benefit — by, — from experience, education, etc. 

— of There are many benefits of education. Give 
him the benefit of the doubt. 

beset — by, — with worries, cares, etc. 
bet — against — with a person. 

— on a horse, the result of a race, etc, 
bid —for a painting, freedom, etc. 

blame —for VV/70 got the blame for breaking the 
window? 

— on The others put the blame on Dick. (Note the 
verb : The others blamed Dick. ) 

blessed — with good health, a fortune, etc. 
blind — to a person's faults. 
blow — against ignorance, etc. 

— for democracy, etc. 

born — of Chinese parents, royal blood, etc. 
bound ~ for The ship was bound for Japan when 

it ran into the typhoon. 
breach ^of promise. 
bunch —of flowers, etc. 
business — with Do business with a firm. 
busy — with a person, a task. 
calculated —for a purpose, (designed for, 

arranged for) 

— to do something, (likely to) 
candidate —for a post. 

capability — of The driver showed great capability 
of racing at high speed on the narrow circuit. 



— to Corporal Smith has the capability to lead his 
men under very difficult conditions. 

capable —of Are you capable of such con- 
centration? 
capacity — for hard work, etc. 

— of doing something. (Rarely used.) 

— to do something. 

careful — about, — of He is always careful about 
his appearance. 

— with The porter was careful with my luggage. 
careless — about — of The foolish youth was 

careless about his health. 

— with He was careless with other people's 
pmperty. 

cause — for There is no cause for worry. 

— of What is the cause of the disturbance? (Note 
the verb: What caused the disturbance.?) 

— to Is there any cause to complain? 

cautious —about —of The boy was cautious 

about asking a question. 
celebrated — for Mr Jones is celebrated for his 

work in surge.ry. 
certain — about — of a fact. 

— to do something. 

chance — of Is there any chance of success? 

— to There is now a chance to see the film. 
change — for The holiday was a change for us. 

— of Everyone enjoyed the change of climate. 
characteristic —of Such behaviour is character- 
istic of Jane: she is always doing such things. 

charge — against The charge against the man is 
treason. 

— for The charge for the repair is not very much. 
chargeable —to The bill is chargeable to John: 

he always pays. 
charm — against devils, etc. 
check — (up)on a matter, a person. 

— to one's enthusiasm, ambitions, etc. 
cheer — for a competitor. 

choice — between right and wrong, etc. 

— of You have a choice of questions in the 
examination. 

chorus — of angels, singers, etc. 

civil —to The courteous boy was civil to every- 
one. 

claim — against He made a claim against the 
other driver. 

— to The duke had a claim to the throne. (Note the 
verb : The duke claimed the throne. ) 

clear — about — on a fact, etc. (certain about 

or of) 
~ of The ship is clear of the jetty. 

— to Your explanation is clear to me. 
clever — at a subject or doing something. 
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close — by, — to, — upon The wood is close to 

the farm, (near) 
collection — of stamps, etc. 
combination — of His success was a combination 

of fuck and ability, 
common —to Nocturnal habits are common to 

all cats. 
compassion — on Have compassion on a poor 

man. 
compatible — with Dictatorship is not compatible 

with democracy. 
competence — for a task. 

— to do a task. 
competent —for a task. 

— to do a task. 

competition —against —with a rival, an 
opponent. 

— for a prize. 

— in a race. 

complacent — about Peter was complacent about 

his failure. 
complement — of sailors, etc. 
compromise — between two different opinions. 

beliefs, etc, 
conceited —about The boy was conceited about 

his appearance. 
concern — about — for a person, his safety, etc. 

(anxiety about) 

— about — in, — with Mr Green showed great 
concern in the welfare of his employees, (interest 
in) 

— at ones absence, etc. 

conditional — (up)on Your appointment is con- 
ditional upon your medical examination, 

conducive — to The f.resh air was conducive to 
his recovery. 

confidence — in one's ability, etc. 

confident — of success. 

conformity — to, — with a custonn, etc. 

confused — about She was confused about the 
dates. 

congenial — to Suited to, agreeable to. 

— to, — with Sympathetic to. 
congratulations —to a person. 

— (up)on a person's success, etc. 
connoisseur — in, — of good food, old furniture, 

etc, 
conscious — of He was conscious of loud cheer 

ing. 
consequent — on Your success is consequent on 

the work you do. 
considerate — about, — of the feelings of others. 

— to, — towards others. 

consideration — for other people, their feelings, 
etc. 



consistent — in one's work, (constant in) 

— with Not contradictory to. 
consumed — with jealousy, anger, etc. 
contemporary (n.) —of another person. 

— (adj.) with another person. 
contempt —for a person, a fault. 
contemptuous — of a person, flattery, etc. 
content — to do something. 

— with a thing, one's circumstances, etc. 
contest —against —with a rival, an opponent. 

— for a favour, a prize. 

contiguous — to Adjoining, near (a place). 
contingent — (up/on other circumstances, con- 
ditions, etc. (dependent on) 
contract —for a task, undertaking a task. 

— to do a task. 

contrary — to Contrary to all expectations, he 

arrived. 
contrast — between two objects. 

— to Henry's new sports car was a great contrast 
to his father's old car. 

control — of, — over .He had no control over the 
class. (Note the verb; He controlled the class.) 

convenient — for, — to Is it convenient for you to 
come? 

conversant —with a person, a subject, (knowing 
well experienced in) 

convulsed —with laughter, etc. 

correct —for Is it correct for me to do this? 

— to Yes, it is correct to do that. 
couple — of / saw a couple of horses. 
courteous — to Few people are courteous to 

everyone. 

covetous — of another person's property, success, 
etc. 

cowardly — to It was cowardly to run away. 

craving — for The man had a craving for alcohol. 

crawling (adj.) —with Full of (insects, etc.). 

crazy — about Over-enthusiastic about. (Col- 
loquial) 

— to do something, (mad to) 

credit — for The captain was given credit for the 
brave deed. 

— to (1) Give credit to a person. 

(2) The prefect was a credit to his parents. 
crime — against Such a deed is a crime against 

society. 
critical — of Professor Wisehead was very critical 

of his students. 
crowded — with The house was crowded with 

students. 
crowned — with His efforts were crowned with 

success. 
cruel — of It was cruel of John to ignore her. 

— to He was cruel to her. 



cure —for a headache, etc. (Note the verb: Those 

pills cured my headache. ) 
custom —of Rising at six o'clock is a custom of 

mine. 

— to It is their custom to sing on this day. 
cSanger — to This road is a danger to pedestrians. 
dash — of gin, etc. (drop of) 

dazzled — by, — with a bright light etc. 
dead —against a thing, doing something, 
(opposed to) (Slang) 

— to Unconscious of or indifferent to. 
deaf — to complaints, etc. (indifferent to) 
dear — to Freedom is dear to everyone. 
death — to all traitors ! 

decent — to people, 
decrease — from a high price 

— to a !ovv price, etc. 

— in price, number, size, etc. 

defect — in one's character, a machine, etc. 

deficient — in a quality, number, etc. 

deiay — in There is a delay in the production of 

these cars. 
delegate — to a conference. 
delight — in John takes great delight in climbing 

trees. 

— to It is a sheer delight to listen to Harry playing 
the piano. 

delighted — at, — by, — with a person, a thing, 

a result, some news. 
demand —for money, houses, etc. (Note the 

verb : He demanded money. ) 

— from a person. 

demonstration — of The artist gave a demon- 
stration of his technique. 

departure — from a person, a place, a custom, 
etc. 

derivative — of another (older) word. 

derived —from another (older) word, custom, 
etc. 

descendant —of Charles claims to be a descend- 
ant of Shakespeare. 

descended — from He says he is descended from 
Milton. 

descent — from The mountaineers started their 
descent from the top. 

description — of Emily Bronte gives us a vivid 
description of Yorkshire in her novel. 

deserving — of charity, etc. 

desire —for The poet had a great desire for 
recognition. (Note the verb: The poet desired 
recognition. ) 

desirous — of an object, doing something. 

despair — of Bill was the despair of his mother, 

destined — for He is destined for the leadership 
of the party. 



— to He is destined to lead the party. 

destitute —of They are destitute of food and 

clothing. 
destructive — to Nuclear warfare is destructive 

to all mankind. 
detrimental — to one's character. 
devotion —to duty, another person. 
diagnosis — of an illness. 
difference — between two or more things. 

— with He has had a difference with his wife, (a 
disagreement with) 

different — from, — to something else. 
difficult —for a person. 

— to do something. 
disadvantageous — to a person. 
disagreeable —for a person. 

— to do something. 

disagreement — about — on, — over a subject. 

— with a person. 

disappointed — at, — in, — with a person, a 

thing. 
disbelief —in No faith in (a religion, etc.). 

— of Refusal to regard as true (a rumour, etc.). 
discernible —to a person. 

discharge — of a debt, an obligation. 
disciple — of a leader, a great man, Christ. 
discontent —with one's circumstances, etc. 
discourse — on a subject. 

— with The philosopher held an interesting dis- 
course with the scientist. 

discourteous —to another person. 

discredit — {up)on Bring discredit upon someone. 

(Note the verb: His latest act discredited him 

greatly. ) 
discrepancy — in Inconsistency In. 
discrimination — against a person, a thing, (an 

unfavourable distinction against) 

— between two people or things. 
discussion — about, — on a subject 

disdain — for a person or a thing. (Note the verb: 

He disdained .his former friends. ) 
disgrace — to one's family, school, etc. (Note the 

verb : She disgraced her family. ) 
disgust — at, — for, — towards a person or a 

thing. (Note the verb: He disgusts me.) 
disgusted — at, — by, — with a person or a 

thing. 
disinclination — for, —to a thing, a course of 

action. 
disinclined — for, — to a thing, a course of 

action. 

— to do something. 
disinterested — in a subject. 

dislike — for, — of a person or a thing. (Note the 
verb: / dislike him.) 
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disparity — between two things. 

— in a certain respect or quality. 

displeased — at, — by, — with a person or a 

thing. 
disposed — to do something. (Inclined to) 
disregard — for, — of a person, one's safety, etc. 
dissatisfaction — at, — with a person, an object, 

a state. 
dissatisfied — at, —with a person, an object, a 

state. 
dissimilar —to another thing. 
distaste —for a thing, doing something. 
distasteful — to a person. 

distinct — from One thing is distinct from another. 
distinction — between tv^/o things. 
distinguished -by, —for a quality- 
distracted — at a sight, etc. (driven mad at) 

— by a person or a circumstance, (driven mad by) 

— with jealousy, etc. (driven mad with) 
distraught — at, — by, — with Similar in meaning 

and usage to distracted. 
distressed —at, —by bad news, failure, etc. 
distrust — of a person. (Note the verb: to distrust 

a person.) 
disturbed — about a matter. 
divisible — by a number. 
divorce — from one's wife or one's husband. 

(Note the verb: He wants to divorce his wife.) 
doomed — to failure, destruction, etc. 
doubtful — about, — of a fact, etc. 
dozens — of There were dozens of eggs. 
dread —of Dick has a dread of heights. (Note the 

verb ; Dick dreads heights. ) 
drenched — by, — with The cyclists were 

drenched with rain. 
drunk — on a bottle of wine, etc. 

— with success, rage, etc. 
dull — of hearing, etc. 

duty — on spirits, tobacco, etc. (charge on) 

— to do a deed, (obligation to) 

eager — about, — after, — for a thing. 

— to do something. 

ear — for She has an ear for music, (natural 

appreciation of) 
easy — of The house was easy of access. 

— to do something, 

effort —to Make an effort to do something. 
element — of doubt, etc. 
eligible — for membership, marriage, etc. 
embodiment — of a virtue, a vice, an idea, 
eminent — for a quality, one's ability, etc. 

— in a particular subject or field. 

emphasis — on There is great emphasis on 

education in most countries. 
empty — of The room was empty of furniture. 



enamoured — of, — with a person. 

encounter =- with a person. (Note the verb: to 

encounter a person, difficulties, etc.) 
end — of This is the end of the road. 

— to Put an end to something. (Note the verb: to 
end something.) 

endowed —with great talent, etc. 

endued —with qualities, etc. 

engaged — in a hobby, a task, doing something. 

— to a person (to be married in the future). 
engraved — upon a surface, one's memory. 

— with one's name, designs, etc. 
engrossed — In a book, a subject. 
enhanced —by, —with a quality. 
enmity — towards an opponent. 

enraged —at, — by, — with a person, an 

incident, etc. 
enthusiasm —about, — for an object, a hobby, 

an event, etc. 
enthusiastic — about, — for an object, a hobby. 

an event, etc. 
entrance — (in)to a place. 

— {up)on a stage. 
entry — (in)to a place. 

envious — of someone else, their success, etc. 
envy — at, — of another person, another's 
success. (Note the verb: He envied my success.) 
equal (n. & adj.) —in merit, number, quality, etc. 

— (n.) of a person or a thing. 

— (adj.) to, —with another person or thing. 
equality — between two or more people, things. 

— in certain respects or ways. 

— with a person or a thing. 

equivalent (n. & adj.) — in a quality, a character- 
istic. 

— (n.) of Such an action is the equivalent of 
murder. 

— (adj.) to Such an action is equivalent to murder. 
error — in The waiter made an error in the bill. 
essential —for, — to a person, success, etc. 
esteem — for a great person, an Institution. 
even — with After striking his rivaf John said that 

he was even with him at last. 
evidence — against a belief a supposition, etc. 

— for a belief, a supposition, etc. 

— of 3 quality, a fact, etc. 

exact — in The description is exact in every 
detail. 

example —of The Judge made an example of the 

boy and punished him severely. 
exasperated — at, — by a person, a thing, a 

situation. 
exception — to the ruie. 
excerpt —from a play, a film, etc. 
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exchange — of There was a sharp exchange of 

words between the two rivals. 
exchangeable — for This token is exchangeable 

for books. 
excited — about an event. 
exclusive — of The hotel bill was exclusive of 

food. 
excuse — for There was no excuse for such poor 

behaviour. (Note the verb: Please excuse his 

behaviour: he has received some terrible news.) 
exempt —from an obligation, tax, military 

service, etc. 
exhibition —of paintings, sculpture, etc. 
expectation — of an event about to happen. 
experience — in, — of a subject, doing some 

thing. 
expert (n. & adj.) —at, — in a subject, doing 

something. 

— on a particular field or a subject. 
explicit —in one's instructions, etc. 
exponent — of an art. a craft, a skill. 
exposure —to light, cold, danger, etc. 
expression — of gratitude, doubt, etc. 

— to Give expression to one's grief, one's joy, etc. 
expressive — of The music was expressive of the 

compose.r's g.nef 

extraneous —to Not belonging to, not con- 
nected with. 

eye — for beauty, etc. (natural appreciation of) 

faced —with danger, an alternative, etc. (con- 
fronted with) 

facility —for, —of doing something. 

faith — in a person, an ideal, God. 

faithful — to a person, a principle. 

false — to a person, (unfaithful to) 

famed — for courage, beauty, etc. 

familiar —to A subject is familiar to a person. 

— with A person is familiar with a subject. 
faml!l3ri^/ with a subject. 

famous —for a quality an achievement. 
fanatical — about, — on a belief, an idea. 
fatal — to a person, a cause. 
favourable —for a purpose, doing something. 

— to a person. 

favourite — of This restaurant is a favourite of 
mine. 

— with These songs are old favourites with us. 
feature —of Waterfalls are a feature of this 

district, (distinctive part of) 
fee — for a service. 
feeling — about, — towards What is your feeling 

towards these refugees? 

— of hope, despair etc. 

feud —with another tribe, another family. 
fight —against, —with an opponent, an enemy. 



— for a friend, one's country, a cause. 

filled — with a substance, a liquid, an emotion. 

fine —for an offence. 

fit — for a task, doing something. 

— to do a task. 

flair — for a subject, doing something, (talent for) 

flaw — in an argument, a piece of work. 

flood — of tears, etc. 

flooded — with light, etc. 

focus — on a point, an object. 

fond — of a person, music, wine. etc. 

fondness —for a person, music, wine, etc. 

food — for thought. (I.e. something to think about) 

foreign — to Such kindness was foreign to the 

little orphan, (strange to) 
foretaste —of a future event. 
forgetful — of a thing. 
formula — for a substance, success, etc. 
fortunate — in an action or doing something. 

— to do something. 

founded — (up)on a base, a principle, etc. 
free —from, —of care, worry, etc. 

— to do something. 

— with Be free with a person or a thing, (take 
liberties with) 

friendly — with other people. 
frightened — at an occasion. 
^of thunder, heights, etc. 
fugitive —from justice. 
full — of a substance, a liquid, etc. 

— to the top. 

fundamental — to Freedom of speech is funda- 
mental to democracy. 

generous —about, —in, —over an offer, a gift, 
etc. 

— to, — towards a person. 

— with one s possessions, 
genius — for doing something, 
gentle — to. — with other people. 
gifted — with certain talents. 

given — to She is given to outbursts of nervous 

laughter, (in the habit of) 
glad —about an occurrence. 

— to do something. 

glory — In a thing, doing something. 
gone — on a person, (in love with) (Slang) 
good — at a subject a sport, doing something. 

— for This brush is good for lettering, (suitable for) 

— of It was good of you to come. 

— to You are good to the children, (kind to) 

— with children, etc. (good in dealing with) 
gracious — to Mary wvss gracious to everyone. 
graduate — In a subject. 

— of a university. 

grasp — of a subject, (understanding of) 
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grateful — for a kindness, a favour, 

— to a person. 

greedy — for money, praise, success, etc. 

— over food (of a kind one particuiariy likes). 
grief —about, —for, —over a person, a loss, a 

disaster, 
ground(s) — for complaint, divorce, etc. (reason 

for) 
grounding — in a subject, (basic instruction in) 
grudge — against Have or bear a grudge against 

a person. 
guarantee — for a person's safety, the reliability 

of an object, etc. 
guess — at Make a guess at the answer. (Note 

the verb : We guessed (at) the answer, ) 
guilty — about, — of a wrong, a crime. 
habit —of doing something. 
happy — about a circumstance. 

— to do something. 
hard —of hearing, (deaf) 

— on Don't be hard on him; he does his best 
(severe on) 

— upon a person, etc. (close behind) 

heartless — to Mrs Green appeared heartless to 

her husband, 
heavy — with despair, etc. 
heedless — of the consequences, danger, etc. 
heir — to the throne. 
help —from a person, a source. 
homesick — for one's town, one's native 

country. 
honest — in one's behaviour. 

— with a person. 

hope —for There is now no hope for the sur- 
vivors. 

— of success, succeeding, etc. 
hopeful — about, — of success, etc. 
horror — of The girl had a horror of snakes. 
hospitable — to another person. 

host —of people, (a crowd of) 
hostile — to, — towards an enemy. 
hundreds — of people, things. 
hungry — for food, love, success, etc. 
hurry — for There is no hurry for the book. 
identical — with a similar thing. 
ignorance — of a fact, a subject. 
ignorant — in a subject. 

— of 3 fact. 

ill — with a disease, worry. 
immaterial — to a person, a result, etc. 
immersed — in water, thought, trouble. 
immune — against, —from a disease, tax, a law, 

etc. 
immunity — from a disease, a tax, a law, etc. 
impatience —with Mr Black showed his im- 



patience with the unruly students by refusing to 
continue teaching them. 

imperceptible — to The slight fault in this vase is 
imperceptible to most people, 

impertinent — to The salesman was impertinent 
to the customer. 

impervious —to an argument, (deaf to) 

important —to a person, a purpose, do some- 
thing. 

impression — of / had an impression of a shy girl 
before I met her 

— (up)on Miss Jones made a good impression on 
the manager. 

improvement — in one's work, one's health, the 
weather, etc. 

— on the previous attempt, etc. 

impudent —to She was impudent to her teacher. 

impulse — to / felt an impulse to run. 

inaccessible — to The path was inaccessible to 
the small boys, 

incensed —against, —at, — by, —with a per- 
son, an action. 

incentive — to An increase in wages is an incen- 
tive to better Vv'ork. 

incidental —to something else. 

inclination — to a thing, do a thing. 

inclined —to He is inclined to cruelty. 

inclusive — of The bill is inclusive of the service 
charge. 

incomparable —to, —with another thing. 

incomprehensible — to a person. 

increase — from ten per cent 

— to twe.nty per cent, 

— in number, quality, price. 

incredulous — of a surprising piece of news. 

indebted —to a person. 

independence — of d person, a thing, help. etc. 

independent — of another person or thing. 

indifference —to, —towards a person, a matter. 

indifferent — to a person, a matter. 

indignant — at a person's behaviour, attitude, etc. 

— with a person. 

indignation — against, — with a person. 

— at a person's behaviour, attitude, etc. 
indisposed —to do a thing. 
indulgent —to others, 

infected — with a disease, enthusiasm. 
inferior — to something else (which is better). 
infested — with rats, etc. 
inflamed — by, — with a stirring speech, an 

action. 
influence — over, — (up)on, — with a person. 

(Note the verb : He influenced his followers 

greatly. ) 
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infiux — of There was a great influx or refugees 

into the tiny country, 
inherent — in A characteristic is inherent in a 

person. 
injurious — to a person, one s reputation. 
innate — In Love of music is innate in Margaret 
innocent — of Paul is innocent of the crime. 
inquest — on a dead person. 
inquiry —about, —after a thing, (a search for 

inforrrtation about) 

— after — for a person, (a request about a person's 
health, etc.) 

— into a matter. 

insensible —of, —to danger, other people's 

feelings, etc. (unaware of} 
insensitive — to touch, smell, other people's 

feelings, etc. 
insight — into Tolstoy had great insight into the 

human heart. 
Inspired — by a person, a speech, a book, etc. 

— to do something. 

— with hope, enthusiasm, etc. 

Instrumental — in Jones Vv'as instrumental in 
helping the plan to succeed. 

— to a purpose, 

intelligible — to This old manuscript is still intelli- 
gible to experts. 
intended —for a purpose. 

— to do something. 

intent — |up)on a task, doing something. 

intention — of The man had no intention of 
returning. 

Interest — In a business, a subject. 

interested — by, — in a thing, an action. 

interview — with / was granted an interview with 
the manager. 

Intoxicated —with wine, success. 

Intrigued — by, —with something which fasci- 
nates. 

introduction — to a person, a book, etc. 

intrusion — into a place. 

— upon a person. 

Inundated —with water requests, etc. (flooded 

by) 
inured — to certain conditions, customs. 
Invitation — to a party, talk, etc. 
Irrespective — of He came irrespective of the 

opposition. 
Irritated — at, — by, — with a person, a thing. 
jealous — of another person another's success. 
joke —about an amusing incident 

— with a person. 
journey —from one place 

— to another place. 

judge —of l\/lr Dobbs is a good judge of character. 



judgement — against a person. 

— on a person. 

keen — on Is he still keen on music? 
key — of a door. 

— to a problem, success. 

kind (n.) — of The house is made from a local kind 
of stone. 

— (adj. ) to Your father was very kind to David, 
knack — In There's a knack in it 

— of doing a thing skilfully. 

lapse — from There has been a lapse from church 
attendance. 

— of memory, time, etc. 

late — for Hurry or you will be late for school. 
leisure — for a task, doing something. 

— to do something. 
lenient —with a person. 

level — with This table leg is not level with the 

others. 
liable — for The sick patient is not liable for his 

actions. 

— to He is liable to be punished. 

likely — to Qur monkey is likely to run away. 
liking — for a person, a thing, 
limit — to one's patience, one's endurance, etc. 
link —between There is a link between Black's 
strange behaviour and the theft, 

— with His strange behaviour has a link with the 
theft 

look —at a person, a scene. 

— of A look of pity, remorse, anger, etc. 

lost — (uplon The joke is lost on her: she doesn't 

appreciate it 
love — for a person, a thing. (Note the verb: to 

love a person, a thing, etc.) 

— of money, food. etc. 

loyal —to a person, a cause. 

lucky — to do someihing. 

lure —of What is the great lure of adventure? 

lust — for battle, wealth, glory, etc. (a great desire 
for) 

mad —about (1) Very keen on something. (Col- 
loquial) 

(2) Angry about something. (Colloquial) 

— at Angry at a person or a thing. 

— for The weary traveller was nearly mad for water. 

— on Henry is mad on modern dance-music 

— with (1) a person, (angry with) (Colloquial) 

(2) pain. 
mania —for something, doing something. 
march — of time, etc. 
marriage — between two people. 

— to another person. 

married —to another person. (Note the verb: to 
marry someone.) 
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marvel — of The rocket is a marvel of modern 

scier)ce. 
master — of Every man is master of his own 

destiny. 
match — for The little boy was no match for the 

bully. 
matter — for This is a matter for complaint. 

— of it is a matter of life and death. 

— with What is the matter with you? 

meant — for Harold was meant for the army, but 
he defied the wishes of his parents and became 
a lawyer, (intended for) 

member — of Johnson is a member of our club. 

mercy — (up)on He begged the Judge to have 
mercy on him. 

method — for, — of doing something. 

millions — of There were millions of stars in the 
sky. 

mindful — of one's duty, etc. (aware of) 

misgivings — about The shy boy had several 
misgivings about coming. 

mistake — in Richard made a mistake in his cal- 
culations. 

monopoly — in My firm has a monopoly in 
cement. 

most — of Most of us knew you were right. 

mystery — about, — in There is a good deal of 
mystery about his disappearance. 

— of This book is about the mystery of the missing 
diamond. 

name — for This company has a name for reli- 
ability, (reputation for) 

— of She writes under the name of Aunt May. 
native (n.) -- of He was a native of China. 

— (adj.) to The plant is native to Mexico. 
natural — to It is natural to want to sing. 
necessary — for It is necessary for all new recruits 

to have a hair-cut. 

— to Food is necessary to us all. 

necessity — for There is no necessity for rude- 
ness: you can rebuke him politely. 
need — for There is no need for concern. 

— of / have need of your services, (Note the verb: 
/ need your services. ) 

nervous — about, — of doing something. 

new — to The clerk was new to the office. 

news — of There has been no news of the moun- 
taineers since they were last seen going towards 
The summit. 

— to Their achievement is news to me. 
nice — to a person. 

noted — for He is noted for his bravery, (well 

known for) 
notice —of Take no notice of him. (Note the 

verb: He did not notice me.) 



—■ to He received notice to leave. 

notorious —for a vice, cowardice, cruelty, etc. 

number — of >4 number of people had gathered. 

obedient — to a person, an authority. 

object — for He is an object for scorn. 

— of What is the object of this exercise? (purpose 
of) 

objection — to He had no objection to his son's 

visit. 
obligation —to a person, do something. 
obliged — for a favour. 

— to a person. 

oblivious — of, — to one's surroundings, etc. 

obnoxious — to a person. 

observance — of a custom, a law, etc. 

observant — of details, etc. 

observation — of people, scenes, etc. 

obsessed — by, —with an idea, an illusion, fear. 

occasion — for This is an occasion for celebration. 

— to This is an occasion to celebrate. 

odious — to His wicked behaviour was odious to 

her. 
offence — against ft was an offence against the 

state. 
offended — at, — by an incident, an insult one's 

behaviour, etc. 

— with a person. 
offensive — to a person. 

onus — on a person to do something. 
open — to The museum is now open to all visitors. 
operation — (up)on a person. 
opinion — about, — on a person, a thing, a sub 
ject. (view on) 

— of We had a low opinion of Sanders, (estimation 
of) 

opponent — of a person. 
opportunity — for an action. 

— of doing something. 

— to do something. 

opposed — to Lincoln was opposed to slavery. 
opposite (n.) — of "Wrong" is the opposite of 
"right". 

— ( a d i . ) t o " Wrong ' ' is opposite to ' 'rig ht ' '. 
optimistic —about one's prospects, the future. 
order ~ for He gave us a big order for plastic 

flowers. (Note the verb: He ordered plastic 
flowers. ) 

— from We received an order from his firm. 
origin — in This custom had its origin in the 

worship of the sun. 

— of What is the origin of that custom? 
outlook — on a situation. 

outrage — (up)on society, good taste, justice, 
etc. 
utraged — by a person, an action. 
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overcome (p.p.) — by, — with an emotion, kind- 
ness, a oeed. 

overrun (p.p.) —by, —with people, an army. 

overwhelmed — by, — with an emotion, kind- 
ness, a 6ee6. 

pair — of He bought a pair of socks. 

parallel —to, —with The railway iirie runs 
parallel with the road, 

part — in What is your part in the play? 

partial — to He is partial to a drop of wine, (likes) 

partiality — for something, (liking for) 

particular —about Mrs Brown was very par- 
ticular about her house. 

partner — in Brown is a partner in the firm. 

— with You will be a partner with Brown, 
party — to an action, (accessory to) 
passion — for a thing, doing something. 

patch — on This pen is not a patch on the other 

(very inferior to) (Colloquial) 
payable — to This cheque is payable to you. 
peculiar — to The custom is peculiar to this tribe, 
penalty — for Death is the pe.nalty for mu.rde.r. 
perception —of He had a keen perception of 

human nature, 
perfect — for The day seems perfect for a picnic, 
permission — to do something. 
permit — for He had no permit for the gun. 

— to / have no permit to fish in this river, 
pertinent — to The question was not pertinent to 

the subject. 
pessimistic — about, — of one's prospects, the 

future. 
piece — of Robert gave me a piece of cake. 
pity — about It is a pity about John's failure. 

— for He felt a lot of pity for the beggar. 

— on Have pity on mel (Note the verb: He pitied 
the poor man. ) 

place — for There is no place for him in my plan. 
plan —for a future event. 
plea — for The lawyer made a plea for mercy. 
pleasant — to My bank manager has always been 

pleasant to me. 
pleased — about, — at, — with a person, a 

thing, an action, a result. 

— to do something. 
pleasing — to a person. 

plenty — of There was plenty of food on the table. 

polite —to people. 

popular — with Jack is very popular with his 

colleagues. 
positive — about, — of a fact. 
possibility —of Is there any possibility of going? 
possible — for a person. 

— to do something. 



power — over The dictator has great power over 
the people. 

— to He has the power to do anything he wishes, 
precedence — over A duke takes precedence over 

a knight: he is looked upon as being a more 

important person. 
precedent — for The judge said there was no 

precedent for this case: nothing like it had ever 

happened before, 
precious — to Your friendship is precious to me. 
pre-eminent — in a quality. 
preface — to / wrote a preface to his book. 
preferable — to Riding is preferable to walking. 
preference —for riding, (something desired). 

— of riding, (something desired) 

— over, to walking (something not desired). (Note: 
preference of A over (or to) B.) 

prejudice — against a person, a custom, an 
opinion, etc. 

prejudicial —to one's prospects, etc. (harmful to) 

preliminary — to Introductory to. 

prelude — to an event success, etc. 

preoccupied —with one's thoughts, problems, 
work. 

preparation —for a task, a journey, etc. 

preparatory — to He went to night-school pre- 
paratory to attending college. 

present (adj.) —at Were they present at the 
meeting? 

pretension —to He made no pretension to 
authority. 

prevention —of fire, cruelty to animals, acci- 
dents, etc. 

prey —to The traveller must have fallen (a) prey 
to the wolves. 

pride — in He took pride in his work. 

priority — over Your claim takes priority over his. 

privilege — for a person. 

— of doing something. 
privileged —to do something, 
probe — into a mystery. 

proceeds — from The proceeds from the concert 

will be given to charity. 
produce — of a country, one's efforts, etc. 

product — of a country, one's efforts, etc. 
proficiency — in a craft, doing something. 

proficient — at a craft. 

— in a craft, doing something. 

progress — in, — with John has made great 
progress in his work this term, 

prominent — in a certain respect. 

prone — to The old man is prone to fits of absent- 
mindedness. He is also prone to believe every 
flatterer. 
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proof — against This cloth is proof against rain 
and snow. 

— of The torn coat was proof of his guiit 
proper — for It is proper for you to remain here. 
proportional — to Success is often proportional 

to determination. 
prospect — of He had little prospect of success. 
protection — from This coat is no protection from 

the rain. 
protest — against There was much protest 

against the new law. 
proud — of a person, a quality, a possession, etc. 
provision — against attack, etc. 

— for a person, one's safety, etc. 
punishment ~ for a crime, a fault. 
qualification — for He had all the qualifications 

for the Job. 
quarrel — about, — over a matter. 

— between two or more persons. 

— with Fred had a quarrel with his friend. 
question — about The detective asked everyone 

questions about the scans. 

— of It is a question of time, (a matter of) 
quick — at The child was quick at arithmetic. 
quotation — from It was a quotation from 

"Macbeth". 
race — against It was now a race against time. 
racked — with physical or mental pain. 
raid — on The police made a raid on the hotel. 

(Note the verb: The police raided the hotel.) 
reaction — to What was his reaction to the news? 
ready — for Are you ready for more work? 

— to He was ready to go. 

reason — for What was the reason for his 

dismissal? 
receipt — for / produced a receipt for the camera. 
recipe — for Mrs Thompson gave me a recipe for 

fruit cakes. 
recital — of He went to a recital of classical 

music. 
reckless — of The boy grew reckless of danger. 
recompense — for Did you receive any recom- 
pense for the trouble? 
reference — to He made no reference to his early 

life. 
refuge — from danger. 
regard —for He had a great regard for his 

friend's ability. 
regardless — of He dived in the riven regardless 

of his own safety. 
regards — to Give my regards to Paul. 
regret —for He expressed his regret for the 

incident. 
related — to Are you related to John Smith? 
relative in.) — of Is he a relative of yours? 



— (adj.) to Comparative to, proportional to. 
relevant —to Is your question relevant to the 

subject? 
relic — of The custom is a relic of feudalism. 
relief — from He found little relief from the sun. 
relieved — at / was relieved at the news. 
relish — for Tony has a great relish for adventure. 

(liking for) 

— of This entire business has a relish oi un- 
pleasantness, (quality of, taste of) 

reluctant — to The captain seemed reluctant to 

leave. 
remedy —for an illness, a fault an evil. 
reminiscent —of The scene was reminiscent of a 

painting by Constable. 
remorse —for a crime, a sin, etc. 
reply — to / never received a reply to my 

application. 
report — on This is a report on your son. 
representative — of He was a representative of 

your firm. 
repugnant — to The captain turned away in 

disgust as he saw his men retreat: such cowardly 

behaviour was repugnant to him. 
reputation —for He had a reputation for 

efficiency. 
request — for He made a request for a holiday, 

(Note the verb: He requested a holiday.) 

— to He made the request to his manager. 
resemblance — between There is a strong 

resemblance between the two men. 

— of it is a resemblance of character, 

— to He shows a great resemblance to the pre- 
vious student. 

respect — for The boy had little respect for his 
father. (Note the verb: He did not respect his 
father. ) 

response — from There was a great response 
from everyone. 

— to The response to the demand was very great. 
responsible —for another person, a thing. 

— to a person. 

result — of The fight was a result of the quarrel. 
reticence — about, — (up)on a subject (reserve 

about silence upon) 
reverence — for The villagers had great reverence 

for their headman. 
reward — for The doctor received little financial 

reward for his services. 
rich — In The country is rich in oil. 
right — for 777/5 car is Just right for him. 

— in You were right in your deduction. 

— to Was he right to leave us? 

ripe — for This apple is ripe for eating. 

road — for, — to This is the road to London. 
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room — for There is room for two more. 

— to / have no room to move. 

rude — to He was very rude to the stranger 
rush — for There is a great rush for these cars. 
sacred — to The Bible is sacred to all Christians. 
sacrifice — to The natives made a sacrifice to 

their gods. 
sad — about He was sad about his friend's 

failure. 
safe —from harm, danger etc. 
sanction — for an action. 
satire — (up)on a person, an institution. 
satisfaction — from Mr Green received great 

satisfaction from the news of his son's success. 

— in doing something (well). 

— to Your success was a great satisfaction to me. 
satisfactory —for This candidate is satisfactory 

for the job. 

— to Is the arrangement satisfactory to you? 
satisfied —at —by, —with certain results, etc. 

— to He was satisfied to watch, (content to) 
search — for a missing person or object, truth, 

etc. 
secure — against, — from attack, danger. 
sensation — of Suddenly I had a sensation of 

falling. 
sensitive — about He is sensitive about his 

deformity, (sensitive in the matter of) 

— to Films are sensitive to light, (easily affected 
by) 

separate — from This line is separate from that. 

sequel —to a story. 

serious — about Jack was serious about the 

threat. 
service — to This machine has given good 

service to us. 
set —in one's ways, (fixed in, unchanging in) 

— on a course of action, doing something, (deter- 
mined on) 

several — of A number of (people). 
shame — on He brought shame on his family. 
share — in Many people had a share in the 
business. 

— of He had his share of hard work. 
shelter — from rain, a storm, danger etc. 
shocked — at, — by Everyone was shocked at the 

news. 
short — of money, goods, etc. 
shy — about — of He was shy about singing. 
sick — for Mary was sick for the country of her 

birth, (longing for) 

— of / am sick of your excuses, (tired of) 

— with over-work, worry, etc. (ill with) 

sign — of Her clothes were a sign of her good 
taste 



similar — to Your plan is similar to his. 

sin — against a divine law. God. 

skill — at, — in Robin Hood showed great skill at 

archery. 
slur — (up)on a person, one's reputation, etc. 
smell — of There was a smell of petrol. 
solution — to a problem, 
sorrow — at, — for, — over a misfortune. 

— over a dead person or animal. 

sorry —about— for something, (regretful about) 

souvenir — of a place, a holiday, etc. 

specialist — in a subject. 

specific — in He was very specific in his instruc- 
tions. 

specimen — of This is a specimen of his hand- 
writing. 

spirit — of The student entered into the spirit of 
the game. 

spiteful — to The boy was spiteful to his parents. 

stain — on T.he.re is a stain on the table-cloth. 
(Note the verb: Who stained the table-cloth?) 

stained — with It is stained with sauce. 

stricken — with a disease, an infirmity. 

strike — for They are on strike for higher wages. 

struggle — against ~ with an opponent, a rival. 

— between good and bad, etc, 

study — of The professor made a study of the 
bird's habits. (Note the verb: He studied the 
bird's habits. ) 

subject — to You are subject to the laws of this 
country. 

subordinate —to Jones is subordinate to Mr 
Srown. 

substitute — for Is there a substitute for the 
injured player? 

successful — in He was successful in the 
examination. 

sufficient — for The food is sufficient for every- 
one. 

suitable — for, — to a purpose, an occasion. 

suited —for Is he suited for such a high post? 

superior —to This picture is superior to those 
photographs. 

superiority — in strength, ability, wisdom, etc. 

— over He proved his superiority over everyone 
else. 

— to corruption, bribery, temptation, etc. 
suspicious — about, — of The general was 

suspicious of the new officer. 
swamped — by, — with people, things. 
swarming —with The old house is swarming 

with rats, (full of) 
swift — to Tom is swift to anger. (Literary) 
symbol — of This statue is a symbol of liberty. 
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sympathetic —to The management was sym- 
pathetic to the workers' complaints, 
sympathy — for beggars, etc. (pity for) 

— with All the employees have expressed their 
sympathy with your action, (understanding of 
feeling for) 

symptom — of an iNness. etc= 

talcen — with Kim was very taken with her 
diamond necklace, (pleased with) 

talent — for drawing, singing, etc. ; doing some- 
thing. 

tantamount —to Your action is tantamount to 
treachery, (equivalent to) 

target —for bullets, scorn, criticism, etc. 

taste —for good food, music, etc. (liking for) 

— in clothes, furniture, art, etc. (appreciation for) 

— of salt, fish, etc. (flavour of) 
tax — on tobacco, cameras, etc. 
tenant — of a house, etc. 

tendency — to a characteristic, an action, do 
something. 

— towards a characteristic, an action. 
tender — for a piece of work, (contract for) 

test —for The scientist carried out a test for 
radiation. 

— of skill, ability, nerves, courage, etc. 
texture — of a substance. 

theory — of relativity, etc. 

thirst — after, — for fame, glory, knowledge, etc. 

(a desire for) 
thoughtful — of other people, (considerate of) 
thousands — of people, animals, things. 
throng — of people. 
ticket —for a concert, etc. 
time —for work. play. etc. 

— to do something. 

timid —about doing something. 

tinged — with The curtains are tinged with a pale 

blue colour. 
tired — from one's efforts, etc. 

— of a thing, doing something, (sick of ) 

— with doing or having done something. 
title —of a book, a film, etc. 

tolerant — of other people, their beliefs, their 

actions, etc. 
tormented —with fears, doubts, jealousy, etc. 
tortured — with great physical or mental pain. 
touch — of / like a touch of sauce on my food. 

(a little of) 
tough — for A task may be tough for a person. 

etc. 
tour — of a place. (Note the verb : to tour a place.) 
transported — with emotion. 
trend — of events, etc. 

— towards a certain direction. 



triumph — over an enemy, opposition, diffi- 
culties. 

trouble — with The trouble with you is that you 
are lazy, 

true — to Frank remained true to his principles. 

trust — in He put his trust in God. 

un- Most nouns and adjectives in which un has 
been used as a prefix to form an antonym are not 
included, and the root word should be consulted. 
For example, to see which preposition follows 
unequal look up the word equal. 

unanimous — in thinking, deciding, etc. 

undaunted —by threats, danger, etc. 

underhand —in one's dealings, doing something. 

understanding — of Schweitzer had a great under- 
standing of human nature. 

uneasy — about a person, a thing. 

upset — about, — over an unhappy event, bad 
news, etc. 

use — of What is the use of education ? 

used — to / am used to rising at eight (accus- 
tomed to) 

useful — for a person, a purpose, doing some- 
thing. 

vain —about Mr Brown was vain about his 
ability to remember things. 

valid — for Your passport is valid for most 
countries. 

valuable — for a purpose, doing something. 

— to a person. 

value — at, — for It was good value for the price. 

— of What is the value of your watch? 
variation — in There is a slight variation in prices. 

— of The prices are subject to a variation of a few 
shillings. 

variety — of people, objects. 

vengeance — on a person. 

verge — of The poor man is on the verge of 
despair. 

versed — In a subject, doing something, (ex- 
perienced in) 

version — of a story, an incident 

vexed — at a person, a thing, (annoyed at) 

victim — of a sacrifice, an accident, a circum- 
stance, passion. 

visible — to The shore was still visible to the 
travellers. 

vital — to Secrecy is vital to the success of our 
plan. 

vitality —for life, a pursuit, doing something. 

void — of care, feeling, etc. 

volunteer —for Are there any volunteers for this 
task? 
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wanting — in This boy is wanting in determina- 
tion. 

war — against, — with l\/lany people were killed 

in the war against Germany. 
warrant — for The judge made out a warrant for 

Smith's arrest. 
wary — of doing something. 

wave — of Everyone was swept up in a wave of 
enthusiasm. 

way — to is this the way to the village? 

weary — of He was weary of doing the same 

monotonous job. 
wet — with, — from The streets are wet with the 

recent downpour. 
willing — to do something. 
wise — to Mr Lee soon grew wise to the boy's 

feeble excuses, (aware of) (Slang) 
wish —for Best Wishes for a Happy New Year. 



witness —against She will act as a witness 
against Smith at the trial. 

— for the prosecution, the defence, etc. 

— of This man is a living witness of my loyalty. 
(proof of) 

— to Bear witness to an event an accident, a 
crime. (Note the verb: Several passers-by 
witnessed the accident. ) 

wont — to He was wont to take a wa/k every 

Sunday, (accustomed to) (Literary) 
worn — with care, worry, toil, age, etc. 
worship — of Primitive people used to indulge in 

worship of the sun. (Note the verb: They used 

to worship the sun.) 
worthy — of The soldier did not feel worthy of 

the honour. 
zeal —for doing something. 

— in one's actions, a subject, etc. 
zest — for a subject, life. 



Appendix 

Prepositions and Particles at the End of Sentences 

There used to be a common belief among English grammarians that a preposition should always precede 
3 noun (or noun equivalent) and therefore should never be placed at the end of a sentence. This latter 
supposition has no grammatical support and may, in fact, lead the student to errors of construction. On 
certain occasions it is both necessary and correct to end a sentence with a preposition. English is a flexible 
language and defies pedantic rules of grammar. Normally a preposition. is placed before the noun or pronoun 
which it governs, but a preposition is used at the end of a sentence In the following three cases: 

(1) If It qualifies a relative pronoun which is implied but not expressed, 

777/s is the boy I gave the book to. 
(or: This is the boy to whom I gave the book.} 

(ii) if that is used instead of the relative pronouns which or who(m). 

This is the house that I was born in. 
(or: This is the house in which I was born,) 

(iil) if the sentence is introduced by an interrogative pronoun. 

What are you listening to? 

Adverbial particles may frequently be found at the end of sentences. 
You will damage the delicate mechanism if you dont look out. 
Yesterday John White called me up. 



Prepositional Phrases 

The use of such prepositional phrases as by reason of. with respect to. etc.. often results in verbosity 
and journalese. Artificial and unnatural language is not good English: usually the simplest form Is the best. 
It is a common fault among overseas students to use a long, high-sounding expression when a simple one 
will ser^e equally well. Many prepositional phrases are pedantic; simple prepositions are far better e.g. 

in connection with = about 

in the direction of = to, towards 

in the event of = If 

with the exception of = except (for) 

for fear of - lest 

with regard to = regarding 

in time of = during 



Prepositions Denoting Time 

The most common prepositional phrases indicating times of the day are: 

in the morning 
at noon, at midday 
in the afternoon 
in the evening 
at night 
at midnight 
134 
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During may be used before morning, afternoon, evening, and night in such phrases as during the 
morning, during the night, etc. In the night is used only to denote an event happening at a certain tinrie 
in the middle of the night; at night is a much more common expression, 

/ cannot sleep at night 
but : / awoke in the night and got up for a drink. 
I awoke several times during the night 

Days and dates are preceded by in or on (unless qualified by such adjectives as last and next). 

on Friday in March 

on March 17th in autumn 

on September 1st, 1364 In 1366 

but (i) next March, last summer, etc. 

(ii) at Christmas, at Easter, etc. (See Chapter 1, at (2).) 



Prepositions Denoting Direction 

Scotland is to the north of England. ( = Scotland is north of England) 
Which counties are in the north of England? 

To denotes the position of Scotland in relation to England (Le. outside England). In denotes the 
position of the counties inside England. 

Europe is to the north of Africa. 
Algeria is in the north of Africa. 
Borneo is to the east of Singapore. 
Calcutta is in the east of India. 
Tasmania is to the south of Australia. 
Sydney is in the south of Australia. 
Bristol is to the west of London. 
Bristol is in the west of England. 



Particles Following "All" 

all along all the time, / suspected Jones all 

along. 
all in (1) including everything. The hotel bill was 

£75 all in. 

(2) exhausted. (Slang) I am all in after our long 

walk. 
all in all (1) considering everything. All in ail, it 

was an excellent performance. 

(2) of most importance. His research work 

was all in all to the scientist 



all out trying one's hardest. (Used after go.) The 

boy went all out to win the race. 
all over (1) over the whole surface. The car was 

covered with mud all over. 

(2) finished. The quarrel is now all over. 

(3) in keeping with one's character. (Col- 
loquial) He refused to give The beggar anything: 

that was Robert all over. 
all up useless. (Colloquial) It's all up now; the 



police have surrounded the house. 
Idiomatic Phrases Formed from Two Particles or Adverbs 



again and again repeatedly, continually. / have 
warned you again and again about bathing in 
that lake, 

back and forth, backwards and forwards The 
heavy trunk swung back and forth as it was 
hoisted by the crane. 

betwixt and between in the middle, half and half, 
undecided. He was betwixt and between adopt- 
ing his friend's strange suggestion. 



by and by after a while. By and by he came to 
me and apologised. 

by the by incidentally, by the way. By the by, did 
you ever go on that fishing trip? 

down and out beaten, at the end of one's re- 
sources. The old refugee was down and out 
when I first met him. 

in and out making brief visits. She is always in and 
out: we are tired of her coming to our house. 
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ins and outs the details. The boy was apprenticed 
to a workman who knew all the ins and outs of 
the job, 

inside out (1} having turned an object so that its 
inner surface faces outside. When he began to 
put on his shirt, he realised it was inside out 

(2) thoroughly. (Slang) / know this book inside 
out 

on and off (or off and on) intermittently, irregu- 
larly. Kim attended courses in English on and off 
for two years. 

on and on continually, for a long time. The speaker 
talked on and or) until everyone was bored. 

out and about able to leave one's house or re- 
sume a normal life. The patient has now re- 
covered and is out and about. 

out and away by far. {Far and away is more 
common than out and away.) This student is 
out and away the best at Mathematics, 

out and out thorough(ly), completedy). Sanders 
is an out and out rogue. 

over and over (again) repeatedly. / have told you 



over and over again to wash your hands before 

every meal, 
round and round continually round. The couple 

danced round and round until they were both 

exhausted, 
through and through thoroughly, completely. 

That business acquaintance of yours is a trickster 

through and through. 
to and fro from one place to another and^back 

many times. The small ferry travelled to and fro 

all day long. 
up and about fully recovered after an illness. 

Jack is once more up and about after his long 

illness. 
up and down In every direction. He searched up 

and down for his missing friend. 
ups and downs good times and bad times. The 

lives of most people are full of ups and downs. 
upside down (1) having turned an object so that 

its upper part is underneath. This modern 

painting is hanging upside down. 

(2) In disorder= We must tidy this room: it's 

upside down at the moment. 



Adverbial rarticies Preceding Verbs 



(1) Adverbial particles may be placed in front of the verb in exclamatory sentences to give more force to 
the exclamation. 

(a) If the subject is a noun, a noun phrase, or a pronoun other than a personal one, it often follows 
the verb : 

Adv. Particle -h Verb + Noun (etc.) 

Away ran everyone! In came Mr and Mrs Brown I 

Down Jumped the thief I Off started the eager climbers! 
Up went the red balloon I Back crawled the mouse! 

(b) If the subject is a personal pronoun, it is placed between the particle and the verb: 

Adv. Particle + Personal Pronoun -I- Verb 
Away they ran! In they came! 

Down he jumped! Off they started! 

Up it went! Back it crawledl 

In all these cases the emphasis is on the particle. 

Cf. Up went the red balloon! The red balloon went up. 
In they camel They came in. 

(2) Adverbial particles are used to introduce the imperative when no verb is expressed. Each adverbial 
particle is usually followed by with. 

Down with all traitors! 
Off with the cover! 
Out with it! 

(3) Adverbial particles are used with the subject you to form a friendly or lively imperative. 

Off you go! Away you run! In you come! 
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Prepositions and Particles in Compound Words 



Prepositions and adverbial particles are found before nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and verbs in nunnerous 
compound words. Although most of these compounds are written as one word, a hyphen Is occasionally 
used to join the two units of the compound. The following list contains some common compound words; 
their meaning is shown in most dictionaries. 



above-mentioned adj, 

backbite v. 

backbone n, 

back-chat n. 

back-cloth n. 

back- drop n. 

backfire v, 

background n. 

backhand(ed) adj. & 
adv. 

backlog n. 

backslide v. 

backstairs n. 

backwash n. 

backwater n. 

backwoods n, 

beforehand adv. 

by-election a 

by-gone adj. 

by-gones n. 

by-law n. 

by-pass n. & v. 

by-path n. 

by-product n. 

by-road n. 

bystander n. 

byway n. 

byword n. 

downcast adj. 

downfall n. 

downhearted adj. 

downhill adj. St adv. 

downpour n. 

downright adj 

downstage adv. 

downstairs adj & adv. 

downtown adj & adv. 

downtrodden adj 

forthcoming adj 

forthright adj & adv. 

forthwith adv. 

in (often used as a pre- 
fix to mean not) 

inborn adj 

inbred adj 

inbreed v. 

inbreeding n. 

include v. 



income n. 
incoming adj 
incurve v. 
indoctrinate v. 
indoor(s) adj & adv. 
inflow V. 
ingrowing adj 
ingrown adj. 
inland adj & adv. 
inlay v. 
inlet n. 
inmost adj. 
in-patient n. 
inroad n. 
inset n. 
inshore adv. 
insight n. 
instep n. 
intake n. 
near-sighted adj. 
near-sightedness n. 
off-beat adj 
off-break n. 
off-chance n. (colloq.) 
off-colour adj & adv. 
offhand adj & adv. 
off-licence n. & adj 
offset n. & V. 
offshoot /?. 
off-shore adj 
off-side /?., adj & adv. 
offspring n. 
oncoming n, & adj. 
on-licence /?. & adj 
onlooker n. 
onrush n. 
onset n. 

on-side n., adj. & adv. 
onslaught n. 
opencast n. 
outback n. 
outbalance v. 
outbid V. 
outboard adj 
outbound adj 
outbreak n. 
outbuilding n. 
outburst n. 



outcast n. 
outclass V. 
outcome n. 
outcry n. 
out-distance v. 
outdo V. 

outdoor(s) adj & adv. 
outface V. 
outfall n. 
outfield n. 
outfit n. 
outflank v. 
outflow /?. & V. 
outgoing n. & adj 
outgrow v. 
outgrowth n. 
outhouse n. 
outlandish adj 
outlast V. 
outlaw n. 
outlay n. 
outlet n. 
outline a & v. 
outlive V. 
outlook n. 
outlying adj 
outmarch v. 
outmatch v. 
outmost adj. 
outnum.ber v. 
out-of-date adj 
out-of-door(s) adj & 

adv. 
out-of-the-way adj 
outpatient n. 
outplay V. 
outpost n. 
outpour V. 
outpour(ing) n. 
output n. 
outrank v. 
outride v. 
outrider n. 
outright adj 
outrival v. 
outrun V. 
outset n. 
outshine v. 



outsize n. & adj 
outskirt(s) n. 
outspoken adj 
outspread v= 
outstanding adj 
outstay V. 
outstretch v. 
outvote V. 
outwear v. 
outweigh v. 
outwit V. 
outwork n. 
outworn adj 
overact v. 
overactive adj 
overall n. & adj 
over- anxious adj 
overawe v. 
overbalance v. 
overbear v. 
overbearing adj 
overbid v. 
overboard adv. 
overburden v. 
overcast v. 
overcharge v. 
overcloud v. 
overcoat n, 
overcome v. 
overconfident adj 
overcrowd v. 
overdo v. 
overdose n. 
overdraw v. 
overdress v. 
overdrive v. 
overdue adj 
overeat v. 
over-estimate v. 
over-expose v. 
overfed adj 
overflow n. & v. 
overgrow v. 
overgrowth n. 
overhand adj & adv. 
overhang v. 
overhaul n. & v. 
overhead adj & adv. 
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overhear v. 
overheat v. 
over-indulge v. 
overjoyed adj, 
overland adj. & adv. 
overlap v, 
overlay v, 
overleap v. 
overload v. 
overlook v. 
overlord n. 

overmuch adj. & adv. 
overnight adj. 
overpay v. 
overpower v. 
overprint v. 
overproduce v. 
overproduction n, 
overrate v. 
overreach v. 
override v, 
overrule v. 
overrun v. 

overseals) adj, & adv. 
oversee v. 
overseer n. 
overset v. 
overshadow v. 
overshoe n. 
overshoot v. 
oversight n. 
oversleep v. 
overspread v. 
overstate v. 
overstatennent n. 



overstay v. 
overstep v. 
overstock v, 
overstrain v. 
overstretch v, 
overstrung adj. 
over- study v. 
overtake v. 
overtask v. 
overtax v. 
overthrow v. 
overtime /?. 
overtone n. 
overtop V. 
over- use v. 
overvalue v. 
overweigh v. 
overweight n. 
overwhelm v. 
overwork v. 
overwrought adj. 
roundabout n. & adj. 
round- arm adj. 
round-hand n. 
round-house n. 
underact v. 
underbid v. 
underbred adj. 
undercarriage n. 
underclothes n. 
underclothing n. 
undercover adj & adv. 
undercurrent n. 
undercut v. 
underdo v 



underdog n. 
underdone adj 
underestimate v. 
under-expose v. 
underfed adj 
underfoot adv. 
undergarment n, 
undergo v. 
undergraduate a 
underground n. & adj 
undergrown adj 
undergrowth n. 
underhand(ed) adj 
underlay v. 
underlie v. 
underline v. 
undermentioned adj 
undermine v. 
undermost adj 
underpay v. 
underpayment n. 
underplot n, 
under-populated adj 
under-privileged adj 
under-production n. 
underrate v. 
under-secretary n. 
undersell v. 
undersign v. 
(the) undersigned n. 
undersized adj 
understate v. 
understatement n. 
understock v. 
understudy n. A v. 



undertone n. 
undervalue v. 
underwear n. 
underworld n. 
underwrite v. 
upbringing n. 
up-country adj & adv. 
up-grade v. 
upheaval n. 
upheave v. 
uphill adj St adv. 
uphold v. 
upholder n. 
upkeep n. 
upiand(s) n. a adj 
uplift n. & V. 
upmost adj 
upright adj 
uprise v. 
uprising n. 
uproar n. 
uproot V. 
upset a 8t v. 
upshot n. 
upstage adv. 
upstairs adj & adv. 
upstanding adj. 
upstart n, 
upstream adv. 
upsurge n. 
uptake n. 
upthrust n. 
up-to-date adj. 
uptown adj. & adv. 



Ccn^pcund Words Consisting of Nouns or Adjectives -h Particles 

The compound words in the following list consist of nouns and adjectives followed by adverbial par- 
ticles. The particle is usually joined to the noun or adjective by a hyphen. Many of these compounds are 
of very recent origin and are still colloquial or slang: a number of others are technical or military terms. 
As few can yet be found in dictionaries, the meanings and examples of usage are given below. The list 
is by no means exhaustive, since there appears to be an increasing tendency to form new compound 
nouns and adjectives from phrasal verbs. 



a black-out (1) a state of complete darkness when 
every light is extinguished or concealed. The 
black-out made it difficult for the enemy planes 
to locate their targets. 

(2) a state of unconsciousness. The motorist 
said that he was driving along when he sud- 
denly had a black-out. 

a breakdown (1) a collapse through overwork, 
fatigue, etc. The doctor said Mr Day was work- 
ing too hard and was on the brink of a nervous 
breakdown. 



(2) an accident which stops activity or work. 
The television announcer apologised for the 
breakdown during the programme. 

(3) ruin, falling to pieces. There was a tem- 
porary breakdown in the negotiations, but both 
sides were determined on peace. 

a break-out an escape (from prison). "There has 
been a breakout/" shouted the warder. 

a break-through (1) an advance past the enemy's 
line of defence. The eventual break-through of 
the allied troops cost many lives. 
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(2) success in scientific research and dis- 
covery. The discovery of penicillin was an 
important break-through in man's conquest of 
disease, 

the brush-off a rebuff. (S!ang> Margaret has given 
Bill the brush-off. 

8 brush-up the act of brushing, cleaning, etc. 
/ paid a shilling for a wash and brush-up, 

a buiid-up (1) a concentration of forces. The 
patrol reported a big build-up of artillery on the 
border. 

(2) advertisement, publicity. The new star was 
given a big build-up. 

call-up a summons for military service. Have you 
had your call-up (papers) yet? 

a carry-on business, affair, matter. (Slang) What 
a carry -on I One officer told the men to advance 
and another told them to retreat 

a castaway a shipwrecked person who has 
reached shore. The Swiss Family Robinson found 
themselves castaways on a lonely island. 

cast-off rejected. / know an old man who buys 
cast-off clothing, 

a cave-in a collapse. Be careful in the mine: there 
is always the danger of a cave-in. 

a change-over an exchange. Let's have a change- 
over: rm. tired of using this old pen. Lend me 
yours and I'll give you mine for a short time. 

a check-up an examination (usually medical). I am 
going for my annual check-up next week. 

a clean-out (or a clean-down) It's time the whole 
room had a good clean- out. 

a clean-up Vice has been considerably reduced 
since the big clean-up last week by the police. 

clearing-out "Why are you taking everything out 
of the cupboard?"— "I'mt having a complete 
clearing-out of all this useless rubbish. " 

a clip-on an object which is clipped on to some- 
thing (I.e. usually a bow-tie). / could tell he was 
wearing a clip-on: it looked much too neat a bow 
to have been tied by him. 

a close-up a picture taken with the object very 

near the camera. The next scene in the film was a 

close-up of the old woman's face. 
a come-back a return (to acting, boxing, etc.). 

There was a rumour that the ex-champion was 

going to stage a come-back. 
a come-down a humiliation. It was certainly a 

come-down when he bought a motorcycle after 

selling his big new car. 
a cut-out a picture or a model which can be cut 

from paper. There was a cut-out of a medieval 

castle on the back page of the magazine. 
a drawback a disadvantage. It was a big drawback 



for the football team to play with ten men 
instead of eleven, 

a drive-in a road-house, etc. There is a drive-in a 
little further on, 

a drop-off: a dropping-off a decrease. The head- 
master remarked that there had been a dropping- 
off in the number of absentees. 

a dug-out a trench, an underground shelter. The 
soldiers made several dug-outs to defend their 
position. 

a fall-off; a falling-off a decrease. There was a 
falling-off in attendance since the meetings were 
moved to Tuesdays, 

fail-out minute pieces of radioactive materials 
(falling in the air). The civilians on the island 
were warned to take precautions against possible 
atomic fall-out, 

a fiii-up We must stop at this garage for a fill-up 
(of petrol). 

a fiash-back a scene (usually in a film) in the past 
by way of explanation or commentary. After the 
crash there was a flash-back to the hero's boy- 
hood. 

a frame-up a trick to make an innocent person 
seem guilty. (Slang) The poor man told the police 
that it was a frame-up: somebody had put the 
stolen wallet in his pocket, 

a get-away an escape. (Slang) The thieves made 
their get-away in a fast car. 

a get-up (1) equipment. {S\ang) I don't understand 
how to use this get-up. 

(2) appearance. {Slang) Kathleen spends a long 
time every morning on her get-up. 

give-away very cheap. {Colloquial) They are sell- 
ing the dresses at give-away prices during the 
spring sale, 

a go-between an intermediary. She acted as a go- 
betvveen for Tom and Mar/ and eventually 
arranged their wedding. 

the go-by Dorothy gave John the go-by. (ignored 
him) (Slang) 

goings-on behaviour, happenings. (Colloquial) 
There were strange goings-on at night in the old 
house. 

a grown-up an adult. "Grown-ups have such out- 
of-date ideasl" laughed the little boy. 

a hand-off a push. (A term used in Rugby foot- 
ball) What a brilliant hand-off I He deserved to 
score a try. 

a hand-out (1) Give me a hand-out with these 
bags. (Help me to lift them out) 

(2) an official news item given to the Press. 
The Secretary of State gave the Press a hand- 
out after the Cabinet meeting. 

a hang-over the after-effects of being intoxicated. 
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He awoke the morning after the wild party with a 

hang-over, 
a hang8r-on a person who forces his company on 

another. / coUected several hangers-on during n^y 

visit to the Pyramids: they were small boys who 

wanted money. 
a hide-out a place of hiding. The police eventually 

stumbled upon the gangster's hide-out. 
a hold-up (1) the forcible detention of a person, 

a train, etc. There was a hold-up in the High 

Street this morning: a bank messenger was 

attacked, 

(2) a traffic delay. The motorist was half an 

hour late on account of a hold-up on the way 

home. 
the kick-off the start of a game of football (I.e. the 

first kick). We shall be late unless we hurry: the 

kick-off is at three o'clock, 
knock-about (1) old (clothes). (Colloquial) Mr 

Jones put on his knock-about trousers before 

going out to do some gardening. 

(2) farcical, rough-and-tumble. The clowns 

appeared in a .hilarious knock-about scene which 

ended with an exciting chase. 
knock-out rie suddenly gave his opponent a knock 

out blow. 
a knock-out He won by a knock-out. 
a lay-by a side road or a cutting on a highway 

where cars can stop. The lorry pulled in at the 

lay-by. 
a lay-off the time when a person is unemployed. 

Several workmen found it hard to live during the 

big lay-off at the car factory. 
a lay-out (1) a display. Some big photographic 

stores have an attractive lay-out of cameras. 
(2) a plan, an arrangement. "/ am not yet 

familiar with the lay-out of this college/' said the 

new lecturer. 
a let-down a disappointment, a failure. (Colloquial) 

It was a great let-down when the designs were 

lost. 
a let-out an excuse. / have to attend the meeting: 

I have no let-out as you have. 
a let-up a respite. (Colloquial) In some jobs there 

is no let-up: you are on the go ail day, 
a lie-in staying in bed after the usual time of rising. 

(Colloquial) Tomorrovv is Sunday, and we can 

have a lie-in. 
a line-out a throw from the touch-line. (A football 

term) The ball has gone into touch, so there will 

now be a line-out. 
a line-up (1) arrangement, alignment. (Colloquial) 

What is your opinion of the new line-up of 

ministers since the announcement of the changes 

in the government? 



(2) formation (in football etc). The home- 
team has a different line-up; one of the forwards 
is now playing halfback. 

a lock-up a prison. (Slang and slightly archaic) 
The police took the men away to the local lock- 
up. 

a look-in an opportunity (of winning). (Colloquial) 
/ cannot get a look-in when I play billiards with 
Waiter: he scores all the time. 

a look-out (1) a (careful) watch. The two officers 
kept a constant look-out for mines. 

(2) a place from which to keep a careful watch. 
"Go to the look-out and tell me what you can 
see, " ordered the captain. 

(3) a view. The look-out from the summit 
is beautiful, 

(4) a prospect, a concern. (Colloquial) It will be 
a poor look-out for the next generation if we do 
not learn to control the great advances made in 
science. 

a looker-on a spectator. / did not take part in the 

game: I was merely a looker-on. 
lovv-down dishonest, disreputable. (Colloquial) 

/ would never believe him capable of playing such 

a low-down trick. 
the low-down inside information. (Slang) Reporters 

asked the police for the low-down on the big 

divorce case. 
(a) make-up (1) the arrangement, the composition, 

etc. The anthropologist said that he did not like 

the make-up of present-day society. 

(2) the nature (of a person). His make-up is 
quite different from his brother's. 

(3) the paint and powder used by a woman or 
an actor. She is attractive although she uses no 
makeup. 

a march past a march past a saluting base. Several 
regiments are taking part in the big march past, 
for the salute will be taken by the new president 

a mix-up a confusion, a misunderstanding, etc. 
(Colloquial) There was a big mix-up when both 
classes arrived at the geography room at the 
same time. 

a move-on Get a move-on! (= Hurry up!) (Slang) 

a passer-by Several passers-by witnessed the 
accident. 

the pay-off the payment, the revenge. (Slang) 
"The pay-off will be tomorrow night/' the 
gangster murmured, "oe sure to get him with 
the first bullet. " 

a pick-up (1 ) an act of picking up. The pilot told the 
secret agents that the pick-up would be on the 
old airfield. 

(2) the part of a record-player or gramophone 
which reproduces the sound from a record (the 



Appendix 141 



needle and arm, etc.). Jim's father has bought 

him a pick-up for his record-pfayer. 
a piay-off a match to decide the winner of a drawn 

game. The two teams drew 3-3, so the play-off 

will take place next Saturday, 
a round-up (1) a driving together of cattle. The 

cowboys spent several days on the range during 

the big round-up. 

(2) a collecting of people, especially criminals. 

There has been a big round-up of all the drug- 
addicts in the state. 
a runabout (1) a gadabout, a person constantly 

moving about in search of pleasure. The girl's 

father warned her not to marry such a runabout. 
(2) a light boat, car, or aeroplane. Michael is 

testing his new runabout on the lake. 
a runaway (1) a fugitive, a person who is running 

away from home or prison. The two runaways 

spent the night in a barn. 

(2) a horse which has bolted. It was brave of 

him to try to stop the runaway (horse). 
a run-through a rehearsal. He wanted to have a 

quick run-through of the songs with his new 

accompanist 
a runner-up a person, an animal, or a thing which 

comes second in a race, a competition, etc. 

A gold medal was presented to the winner, snd 

a silver medal to the runner-up. 
a send-off a demonstration of farewell and good 

wishes for a journey. He was given a big send-off 

when he left his native country for the Olympic 

Games. 
a set-back a reverse, a check. His plans suffered 

a severe set-back when he was defeated in the 

elections. 
a set-to a vigorous quarrel, a fight. (Colloquial) 

The two boys took part in a set-to in the play- 
ground. 
a set-up arrangement, structure (of an organisa- 
tion, etc.) (Colloquial) '7 dislike the whole set- 

up^ " the gang-leader said. "It is far too much of 

a risk. " 
a shakedown a temporary bed (usually on the 

floor). / prepared a shakedown for my unexpected 

guest 
a shake-up a shock, a jolt. Lieutenant Smith got 

quite a shake-up in the ambush. 
a show-down (1) an exposure of one's intentions 

or strength. (Colloquial) When it came to a show- 
down he was not prepared to fight for what he 

believed in. 

(2) an open conflict. (Colloquial) "We must be 

prepared in the event of a show-down, " said the 

general. 
a show-off a person who is always ready to display 



his talents, etc. (Colloquial) Sill is such a show- 
off: he insisted on singing before a big audience. 

a showing-up a humiliation, an embarrassment. 
The little boy gave his mother a showing-up when 
he said that they didn't really possess the car but 
had only hired it 

a stand-by a person or a thing one can rely on for 
support. Although Paul bought a new watch, he 
refused to part with his old one; he said that it 
would be 3 good stand-by if ever the new one 
broke. 

a stand- in a substitute. The manager told the 
singer that she must get a stand-in if she wanted 
to take a week's holiday, 

a stand-off a player in Rugby football. The scrum- 
half passed the ball to the stand-off. 

stand-off(ish) aloof, haughty. (Colloquial) She was 
very stand-offish when I last saw her. 

a stand-to the taking up of a post (military), a 
minor parade. "There will be a stand-to at 0900 
hours tomorrow, " said the captain. 

stand-up (1) erect, upright. He went to the ball 
wearing an evening shirt with a stand-up collar. 

(2) serious, in earnest. The two players were 
sent off the field after a stand-up fight, 

a stick-up the forcible detention of a person, etc. 
at the point of a gun. (Cf. a hold-up) (Slang) Two 
guards were wounded in the stick-up at the bank 
this morning. 

a stop-over a brief stay at a place during a 
journey. We travelled by air from Singapore to 
London with a stop-over at Karachi. 

a stowaway a person who hides on a ship to get 
a passage without paying. Two stowaways were 
discovered on the boat a few miles outside 
Bombay. 

a taiking-to a reproof, a scolding. (Colloquial) Mrs 
Bennett gave her son a good talking-to when she 
heard that he had broken her neighbour's 
window. 

a throw-back (1) an individual In a species who 
reverts to an ancestral or primitive type. The 
zoologists declared that the strange animal must 
be a throw-back. 

(2) a flash-back (in a film). After the accident 
there was a throw-back in the film to the hero's 
boyhood. (See a flash-back) 

(3) a setback, a reverse. His plans suffered a 
severe throw-back when he was defeated in the 
elections. 

a throw-in a throw from the touch-line. (A football 
term) The ball was kicked into touch, so there 
was a throw-in. 

a throw-out a reject. (Colloquial) The shopkeeper 
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pointed to the heap of damaged vases and told 

the visitor that he might have as many of the 

throw-outs as he wanted, 
a try-out a test. I've bought a new motor-cycle and 

I mean to give it a try-out tomorrow. 
a tuck in a big meal. (Colloquial) Al/ the cyclists 

had a good tuck in at the cafe in the village, 
a turn-out (1) a gathering of people, a crowd. 

There was a big turn-out at the station to 

welcome back the famous writer 

(2) clothes, manner of dress. The Command- 
ing Officer congratulated the soldiers on their 
turn-out on the parade, 

(3) a carriage and its horses, etc. The duke 
arrived at the palace in a smart turn-out. 

(4) output, production. Our firm has increased 
its turn-out of radios in the last year. 

a turnover (1) the total amount of sales in a 
business. The shopkeeper said that his annual 
turnover was £8,000 and his net profit £1,000. 
(2) an upset, the act of turning over. The old 
ministers felt uneasy after the recent turnover: 
they could not work with their new colleagues. 



a walk-out a strike. (Colloquial) There has been a 
walk-out in the printing works. 

a walk-over an easy victory without (much) opposi- 
tion. Our team had a walk-over last Saturday, 

a wash-out (1) a complete failure. (Slang) Our 
previous teacher was a wash-out: he was 
interested neither in us nor in his subject 

(2) erosion caused by rain or floods. The buses 
were delayed for hours on account of wash-outs 
on the main roads. 

washed up (or out) exhausted, weary. (Slang) He 
looked washed up after the examination. 

the washing-up the washing of dishes after a meat. 
The two sisters helped their mother with the 
washing-up. 

a write-off an irredeemable loss. (Colloquial) The 
librarian told the council that over a hundred 
books had to be regarded as a write-off during the 
previous year. 

a write-up a written report of an event etc. 
Several thousand people bought tickets for the 
show as a result of the excellent write-up which 
the local newspapers had given it 
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abandon to, 94 

abeyance, in, 18 

abhorrence of. 119 

abhorrent to, 119 

abide at. in, by, with, 94 

able to. 94 

abominable to. 119 

abound in, with, 94 

about 1. 46 

above, 1, 46: from— 18 

abreast of, with, 1 1 9 

absent from, 119 

absolve from, 94 

absorbed by, in, 119 

abstain from. 94 

abstract, in the, 18; — from, 94 

abundance of, 119 

abundant in, 1 19 

abuse of, 119 

accede to, 94 

accent with an, 18: — on, 119 

acceptable to. 119 

acceptance of, 119 

access to, 119 

accessary to, 119 

accident, by, 18 

acclimatised to, 119 

accommodate to, with, 94 

accompaniment, to the — of, 11 

accord, of one's own. 18: — with. 94 : 

with one, 18 
accordance, in — with, 1 1 
according to, 8 
account, on — of, 11; of no, on, on 

no, on one's, on one's own, on 

that. 18: —for, to, 94 
accountable for, to, 119 
accuse of, 94 
accustomed to, 119 
ace, within an — of, 1 1 
acknowledgement, in — of, 11 
acquaint of, 94 
acquaintance, on first, 18 
acquainted with, 1 19 
acquit of, 94 
across, 1, 46 
act for, from, in, under, (up)on, up to, 

94 
adapt for, from. to. 94 
add in, up, up (to), 56; to, 94 
addictwd to, 1 19 
addition, in — to, 1 1 
address to. 94 
adept in, 119 
adequate for, to, 119 
adhere to, 94 



adherent of, to, 119 

adjacent to, 119 

adjourn to. 94 

adjust to, 94 

administer to. 94 

admiration for, 1 1 9 

admission (in)to, of, 119 

admit of, 94 

adorned with, 1 1 9 

advance, in, 18; —to, toward{s), 94 

advantage of, over. 1 1 9 : to, 18, 119 

adverse to. 119 

adversity, in, 18 

advice, on someone s, 18; — (up)on. 

119 
advise of, 94; on, to, 95 
advocate of, 119 
aeroplane, by, 1 8 
afar, from. 18 
affection for, towards. 1 1 9 
affiliated to, with, 1 19 
affinity between, to. with, 1 1 9 
affirmative, in the. 18 
afflicted with, 1 1 9 
affluent in, 119 
afraid of, 120 
after, 1, 46 
afternoon, in the, 18 
afterward (s), 47 
again and again. 135 
against. 1 
agape at, 1 20 

age, from — to age, of, over, under, 1 8 
ages, for, 18 
agenda, on the, 19 
aghast at, 120 
agony, in. 19 
agree (up)on, to, with, 95 
agreeable to, 120 
agreement, in — with, 1 1 
ahead of, 1 20 
aid, in ^ of, 11 
aim at, 95 
air, by, in the, on (over) the, 19; of, 

120 
akin to, 1 20 
alarmed at 120 
alert, on the. 19; — to, 120 
alien from, to, 120 
alienated from, 120 
alight from, 95 
alive to, with. 120 
all, above, after, at, fifat of, for — 

that for good and, in, not at once 

and for, 19 : — along. In, in all. out, 

over, up, 135 



allegiance to, 120 

allergic to, 120 

alliance against, with, 120 

allow for, 95 

allude to, 95 

allusion to, 120 

ally to, with, 95; of, 120 

along, 1, 47: —with, 8 

aloof from, 120 

alternate with. 95 

alternative to, 120 

amazed, at 120 

ambitious to, 120 

ambush, in, 19 

amenable to. 120 

amid(st), 1 

among(st). 1 

amount to, 95 

anchor, at 19; — off, 95 

anger, in. 19 

angry about at, with, 120 

annexed to, 120 

annoyed about at, by, with. 120 

anoint with. 95 

answer back, up, up (to), 56; for, to. 

95; from, to, 120; In — to, 11 
answerable for, to. 120 
antagonistic to. 120 
anticipation, in — ot 11 
anxious about for, 120 
apart from, 9 
apologetic to, 120 
apologise for, to, 95 
apparent to, 120 
appeal against, for. to, 95. 120 
appear at for. in, on, 95 
appearances, to (from) all, 19 
appetite for, 1 20 
applicable to. 120 
apply for, to, 95 
appoint to, 95 
appreciation for, 120 
appreciative of, 120 
apprehensive for, of, 1 20 
apprenticed to, 120 
approach to. 120 
appropriate for, to, 120 
approval, on, 19 
approve ot 95 
apt to, 1 20 
aptitude fur, 120 
arbitrate between, in, 95 
ardour for, 120 
argue about against, for, in(to), out 

of. over, with, 95 
arise from, 95 
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arm against, for, with, 95: — in 

arm, 19 
arms, in, under, up in, with open, 1 9 
around. 1. 47 

arrange about, for, to, with. 95 
arrears, in, 19 
arrest, under, 19 
arrival at, from, in, (up)on. 120 
arrive ai, from, in, (up}on, 95 
as for. from, to. 9 
ascribe to, 95 
ashamed of. 120 
ashes, in, 1 9 
aside, 47 
ask about, after, for, of, 95 ; down, in, 

out. up, 56 
asking, for the, 19 
aspire after, to, 95 
assailed with. 120 
assent to, 95 
assign' to. 95 
assist in, 95 

associate in, 120; with, 95 
assure of, 95 
astonished at, by, 120 
astounded at, by, 120 
at 2 

atone for. 95 
attach to. 95 
attack against 1 20 
attempt to. 95, 120 
attend to, (up)on, 95 
attendance at, (up)on, 120: in — 

upon, 1 1 
attention at (to), to, 120 
attentive to, 120 
attitude to, towards, 120 
attracted to. 120 
attribute of. 120: to, 95 
auspices, under the of, 1 1 
authorise to, 95 
authority, in. on (with) one's. 19: 

— for, 120: on, over, to, 121 
autumn, in (the). 19 
avail of, 95; of no, to little, without, 

19 
available for, to, 121 
avenge for, of. 95 
average, on the (an), 19 
averse to, 121 
aversion to. 121 
avert from, 95 
awake from, 95: to, 95, 121 
award to. 95: for, 121 
aware of. 121 
away, 47 
awe, in — of, 11 



back, 48 : — away, down, out (of), up, 
56: on to, 96: back and forth. 135 
backbone, to the. 19 



background, in the, 1 9 

backward(s), 48 

backwards and forwards, 135 

bag, in the, 19 

bail, on, 19; — out, 56 

balance against, by, with, 96; in the, 
19; on, 19, 96 

bale, see bait out 

balk (baulk) at, from, 96 

band against, 96 

bandy about, 56 

banish from. 96 

bank (up)on, 96 

bar from, 96 

bargain, into the. 19: — for, over, 
with. 96 

barge against, into. 96: in. 56 

bark at, 96; out, 56 

barren of. 121 

barring, 9 

barter for, with, 96 

base (up)on. 96 

basis, on the — of, 11: — for, 121 

bat, off one's own, 19 

battle against, with, 96, 121 

bay. at. 19 

be, verb "to be ". particles and pre- 
positions following. 91-2 

beam at, 96 

bear away, down, down on (upon), 
out. up, 57 : upon, with, 96 

bearing on. 121 

beat about (for), down, off (back), 
up, 57; against, at, upon, 96 

because of, 9 

become of, 96 

becoming to, 121 

bed, in, to, 19; — down, 57 

before, 2, 48 

beg for. of, to, 96 

begin at, by, with, 96 

beginning, at (in) the, 19 

behalf, on (in) — of, 11 

behave to, towards, 96 

behaviour, on ones best 20: — to- 
wards. 121 

behind. 2, 48 

behindhand with. 121 

belief, beyond. 20: —in, of, 121 

believe in. 96 

belong to, under, with, 96 

below, 2. 48 

belt, below the, 20 

bench, on the, 20 

bend before, to, 96; down, over, 57 

beneath, 2 

beneficial to, 121 

benefit, for the — of, 11; — by, from, 
96. 121 : of, 121 

bent (up)on. 96 

bequeath to, 36 

beset by, with, 121 



beside, 2 

besides, 2 

best, at, for the, with the, 20: to the 

— of, 11 
bestow (up)on, 36 

bet against with. 121 ; on, 96, 121 

betray to, 36 

better, for the, 20 

between, 2, 48 

betwixt, 3 : — and between, 48 

beware of, 96 

beyond. 3. 48 

bid for, 96, 121 

bind down, up, 57; to, with, 36 

bite into. 36 

black, in, in — and white, 20; — out, 

57 
black-out, 138 
blame for, 36, 121 : on, 121 
blaze, in a, 20; — away, up, 57 
blend with, 36 
blessed with, 121 
blind to, 121 
block in. up, 57 

blood, in cold, in hot, in one's. 20 
bloom, in. 20 

blossom, in, 20; — out (forth), 57 
blot out 57 
blow in, out, over, up, 57; against, 

for, 121 
blue, out of the, 20 
blunder upon, 96 
blush at, for, with, 96 
board, above, on, 20 ; — in, out, up, 57 
boast about, of, 96 
boat, by. in the same, 20 
body, in a, 20 
boil, at (to) the, 20; — away, down, 

down to, 57; — over, 58 
bolster up, 58 
bondage, in, 20 
bone, to the, 20 
book, by the. 20 
booked up, 58 
books, in one's bad/black/good, on 

one's, 20 
boot, to, 20 
border (up)on, 96 
born of. 121 
borrow from, of. 96 
bother about, by, with. 96 
bottom, at the — of, 11 
bound for, 121 : up in. up with, 58 
bounds, out of, within, 20; within the 

— of, 11 

bow before, to, 96 
bow, on the, 20 
bowl over, 58 
brace up (to), 58 
brag about, of, 96 
brain, on the, 20 
branch out, 58 
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brave out, 5b 

breach of, 121 

breadth, in, 20 

break, without a, 20; away (from), 
down, in, off, out, up, 58; into, of, 
through, with, 96 

breakdown, 138 

break-out, 138 

breakthrough, 138 

breath, in one, in the same, out of. 
under (below) one's, with bated, 
with ones last, 20 

brief, in, 20 

bring about, back, down, forth, for- 
ward, in, on, out, 58: off, 58. 96: 
over (round), round, to, under, up, 
59; (up)on, 96 

brink, on the — of, 11 

brood on, over, 96 

browned off. 59 

browse through, 97 

brush against, by, past, 97; aside 
(away), over, up, 59 

brush-off, 139 

brush-up, 139 

buck up, 59 

bud, in, 20 

build in, up, 59: (up)on, 97 

build-up, 139 

bulk, in, 21 

bump against, into, 97: off, 59 

bunch of, 121 

burden with, 97 

burn away, down, out, up, 5S ; into, 97 

burst forth, out, 59 ; in(to)[ 59, 97 

bus, by. 21 

business, in, on. 21 ; —with, 121 

bustle about, 59 

busy with, 97, 121 

but. 3: —for, 8 

butt in, 59 

butter up. 59 

button up. 59 

buy for, 97; in, out, over, up, 59 

buzz off (away), 59 

by, 3, 48; —and by, —the by, 135 



cajole into, out of, 97 

calculate upon, 97 

calculated for, to, 121 

call at, for. to, (up)on, 97: away, 

forth, in, 59 ; off, out, up, 60 
call-up, 139 
camera, in, 21 
camp out, 60 
cancel out, 60 
candidate for, 121 
canvas, on, under, 21 
capability of, to, 121 
capable of, 121 



capacity for, of, to, 121 

car, by, 21 

cards, on the, 21 

care, in (under) one's, with, 21 ; — 

about, for, 97 
careful about, of, with, 121 
careless about, of, with, 121 
carpet, on the, 21 
carry along, away, forward (over), off, 

on, on (with), out, through, 60 
carry-on, 139 
carve out, up, 60 
case, in — of, in the — -of, 11; in, in 

any, in that, 21 
cases, in nnost, 21 
cash, in, out of, 21 ; in (on), 60 
cast about (for), aside, away, down, 

off. on, up, 60; (up)on, 97 
castaway, 139 
cast-off, 139 
catch at, 97; on, out, up(on), up 

(with), 60 
cater for, 97 
cause for, of, to, 121 
caution about, against, to, 97 
cautious about, of, 121 
cave in, 60 
cave-in, 1 39 
cease (from), to, 97 
cede to, 97 
celebrated for, 121 
centre, at (in) the — of, 11 
ceremony, without, 21 
certain, for, 21 ; about, to, of, 121 
chain to, 97 
chair, in the, 21 
chalk, by a long, 21 ; — up, 61 
chance, by, 2 1 ; on the — of, 11; — 

of. 1 2 1 : — to, 97. 1 2 1 ; (up)on, 97 
change, for a, 21: — for, from, 97, 

121: (in)to, with, 97 ; of. 121 
change-over. 1 39 
character, in, out of, 21 
characteristic of, 121 
charge, in — of, 11; — for, to. with, 

97; against, for, 121 
chargeable to, 121 
charity, in, out of, 21 
charm with, 97; against, 121 
chase after, 97 
cheap, on the, 21 
cheat at, out of, 97 
check, in, 21 ; in, out, up(on), 61, 97; 

(up)on, to, 121 
check-up, 139 

cheer on, up, 61 ; for, 97, 121 
chest, off one's. 2 1 
chew over, 61 : (up)on. 97 
chief, in, 21 
child, from a, 21 
childhood, in, 21 
chime in, 61 



chip in, 61 

choice, at, for, 21; — between, of, 

121 
choke off. 61 
choose between, 97 
chop up, 61 
chorus of, 121 ; in— , 21 

church, at, to, 21 

circle about, round, 97 

circumstances, tn (under) the. under 
any, under no, 21 

cite for, 97 

civil to, 121 

claim against 97, 121; to, 121 

clamour against, for, 97 

clash against, with, 97 

class, in, 21 

clean down, out, up, 61 

clean-out, 139 

clean-up, 139 

clear about, of, to, 121; away (off, 
out), 61 ; in, 21 ; of, 97; up, 61 

clearing-out, 139 

cleave to, 97 

clever at, 121 

climb down, (up), 97 

cling to, 97 

clip-on, 139 

clock in, on, out. off, 61 : round the, 
21 

close about, with, 97; by. to, upon, 
122; down, in (on, upon), up, 61 

close-up, 139 

cloud over, up, 61 ; under a, 21 

clouds, in the, 21 

clover, in, 22 

clutch at, 98 

clutches, in one's, out of one's, 22 

clutter up. 61 

coach for, 98 

coax into, out of, 98 

code, in, 22 

coerce into, 98 

coincide with, 98 

collaborate with, 98 

collect for, from, 98 

collection of, 122 

collide with, 98 

collision, in — with, 1 1 

colour, in, off, 22 

colours, in one's true, with flying, 22 

comb out, 61 

combine with, 98 

combination, in — with, 1 1 ; of, 1 22 

come about, along, away, back, down, 
down (upon), forward, 61 : in. in 
for. off, on, out, out (with), over 
(round, across), round, to, up. up to, 
up (with), 62 ; across, at, by, ir~ito, 
of, off, over, to, under, upon, 98 

come-back, 133 

come-down, 139 
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comfort, in, 22 

command, in — of, under the — of, 

1 1 ; at one's, by one's, 22 
commend to, 98 
comment (union, 98 
commit for, to, 98 
common, in ^ with, 11: in, out of 

the. 22 : — to. 1 22 
communicate on. to. with. 98 
company, in the — of, in — with, 1 1 ; 

in, 22 
compare, without, beyond, 22 ; — to. 

with, 98 
comparison, in — with, 1 1 : by, 22 
compassion on, 122 
compatible with, 122 
compel to. 98 
compensate for, 98 
compensation, in — for, 1 1 
compete against in, for. with, 98 
competence for, to, 1 22 
competent for, to. 122 
competition against, for, in, with, 122 
complacent about, 122 
complain about, of, to, 98 
complement of, 122 
compliance, in — with, 1 1 
complinrisnt on, 98 
compliments, with the — of, 11 
comply with, 98 
composed of. 98 
compromise between, 122 
compulsion, under, upon, 22 
conceal from, 98 
concede to. 98 
conceited about, 122 
conceive of, 98 
concentrate (up)on. 98 
concern about, at, for, in, with, 1 22 
concerning, 9 
conclude by, with. 98 
conclusion, at the — of, 11 ; in, 22 
concur with, 98 
condemn for, to. 98 
condescend to, 98 
condition, on — that, 12; in (good), 

on (under) any. on (under) no, on 

one, out of, 22 
conditional (up)on, 122 
conducive to, 122 
confer on, with, 98 
confess to. 98 
confide in. to, 99 
confidence, in, 22: in(to| one's, 22, 

122 
confident of, 122 
confine to, (with) in, 93 
confirm in, 99 
conflict. In — with. 12 
conform to. 99 
conformity to, with, 1 22 
confront with, 99 



confused about. 122 

confused by, with. 99 

congenial to, 122 

congratulate (up)on, 99 

congratulations to, (up)on. 122 

conjunction, in — with. 12 

conjure up, 62 

connect to. with. 99 

connection, in — with, 1 2 

connoisseur in, of, 122 

conscience, in all, on one's, 22 

conscious of. 1 22 

consecrate to, 99 

consent, with one, 22 ; — to, 99 

consequence, in — of, 12: of — , of 

no— 22 
consequent on, 122 
considerate about, of, to, towards, 1 22 
consideration, for, 122: in — of. 12; 

for (one's), for a, on (under), no, 22 
considering, 9 
consist in, of, 99 
consistent in, with, 122 
consort with, 99 
consult about, (up)on, with, 99 
consumed with, 122 
contact, in — with, 12 
contemporary of, with, 122 
contempt for, 122 
contemptuous of, 122 
contend about, against, for, with, 99 
content to, with, 122 
contest against, for, with. 122 
contiguous to, 122 
contingent (up)on, 122 
contract, under, 22 ; — for, to, 1 22 
contrary, on the, to the, 22; — to, 122 
contrast between, to, 122: with, 99: 

in — with, 12 
contribute to, 99 
control, under, 22; in — of, 12; — of, 

over, 122 
controversy, beyond, without, 22 
convenience, at one's. 22 
convenient for, to, 122 
converge (up)on, 99 
conversant with, 122 
converse about, on, 99 
convert (in)to. to, 99 
convey to, 99 
convict of, 99 
convince by, of, 99 
convulsed with, 122 
cook up. 62 
cool down (off), 62 
co-operate with. 99 
co-ordinate with. 99 
cope with. 99 
cordon off. 62 
comer, at the — of, 12 
correct for, to, 1 22 
correlate to, with, 99 



correspond to. Vwith, 93 

cost at, at any, to one's. 22 ; at the 

— of. 12 
costs, at all, 22 
cotton on(to), 62 
cough up, 62 
counsel to, 99 
count against, for, (up)on, up to, 99; 

in, out, up, 62 
country, in(to) the, up, 22 
couple of, 122 

course, in (the) — of, 1 2 ; in due, of. 22 
courteous to, 122 
courtesy, by — of, 12 
cover, under (the) — of, 12: under, 

22: —up. up (for), 62; with, 99 
covetous of. 122 
cowardly to, 122 
crack up, 62 
crash into. 99 
crave for, 99 
craving for, 122 
crawling with, 122 
crazy about to, 1 22 
credit, on, 23; —for, to, 99, 122; 

with, 99 
crime against, 122 
crisis, in a, 23 
critical of, 122 
crook, by hook or by, 23 
crop, in. out of, 23: — up, 62 
cross off (out), 62 
crow over, 99 
crowd into, 99 ; out 63 
crowded with, 122 
crowned with, 1 22 
cruel of, to, 1 22 
cry about, for, over 99: down, off, 

out, out (against), 63 
culminate in, 99 
cure for, 123: of, 99 
curl up. 63 

custody, in the — of, 12 
custom of, to, 123 
cut across, into, 99; down, in. off, 

out out (for), up, 63 
cut-out 139 



dabble in, 99 

dam up, 63 

dance to, 99 

danger, in. out of, 23; in — of, 12; 

to, 123 
dangle before, 99 
dark, after, before. 23: in the — 

about 12. 23 
dash of, 123; off, 63 
date, out of, up to, 23 : — from. 99 
dawn, at, 23; — (up)on. 99 
day, by, day by. from day to, to a, to 

this, 23 
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daybreak, at, 23 

days, in those, 23 

daytime, in the, 23 

daze, in a, 23 

dazzied by, with, 123 

dead against, to, 123 

deaf to, 123 

deal by, in, with, 99; out, 63 

dear to, 123 

death, in at the, to, to the, 23 

debate about, on, with, 99 

debit against, to, with, 99 

debt, in. in one's, out of, 23 

decent to, 1 23 

decide against, between, for, to, 

(up)on. 100 
deck. on. 23 
declare to, 100 
decorate with, 100 
decrease from. 100. 123: to. in. 123 
dedicate to, 1 00 
deduce fronn, 1 00 
deduct from, 100 
default, in — of, 12 
defect in. 1 23 
defence, in — of, 12 
defend against from. 100 
defensive, on the, 23 
defer to, 1 00 
defiance, in — of, 12 
deficient in. 123 
deflect from, 100 
defraud of, 100 
degenerate/fito, 1 00 
degree, to a (some), 23 
degrees, by, 23 
deign to, 100 

delay, without, 23: —in, 123 
delegate to, 123 
deliberate about, on, 100 
delight by, with, 1 00 ; in, to, 1 00, 123 
delighted at, by, with 123 
deliver from, of, to, 100; up, over, 63 
demand, in. on, 23: — for. from, of, 

100. 123 
demonstration of, 123 
denounce for, 100 
depart from, 100 
departure from, 123 
depend (up)on, 100 
deposit, on, 23 
deprive of, 1 00 
depth, out of one's, 23 
derivative of, 123 
derived from, 123 
descend from, into, to, upon, 1 00 
descendant of, 123 
descended from. 123 
descent from, 123 
describe to. 1 00 
description of, 123 
deserving of, 1 23 



design for, to. 1 00 

desire for, 123 

desirous of, 1 23 

desist from. 1 00 

despafr of, 100, 123 

despite, 3 

despoil of, 100 

destined for, to, 123 

destitute of, 123 

destructive to. 123 

detach from, 1 00 

detail, in, 23 

detect in, 100 

detention, in, 23 

deter from. 100 

determine on, to. 1 00 

detract from, 1 00 

detriment, to the— of; without — to, 

12 
detrimental to, 123 
develop (in)to. 100 
deviate from, 100 
devolve (up)on, 100 
devote to, 100 
devotion to, 1 23 
diagnosis of, 123 
dialect, in, 23 
dialogue, in, 23 
dictate to, 1 00 
die away, down, off, out. 63 ; by, for, 

from, of, 100 
diet, on a. 23 
differ from, on, with, 1 00 
difference between, with. 123 
different from, to, 123 
difficult for, to, 123 
difficulties, in, 23 

difficulty, in, with (some), without, 23 
dig in, out, up, 63; in(to|, 100 
digress from, 100 
dine in, out, 63; of, on, with, 100 
dinner at, 23 
dint, by — of, 12 
dip into, 100 
direct to, 100 

direction, in every, 23 ; in the — of, 12 
directions, in all, 23 
disadvantage, at a, 23 
disadvantageous to, 123 
disagree about, on. over, with, 100 
disagreeable for, to, 123 
disagreement about, on, over, with, 

123 
disappear from, 100 
disappointed at, in, with, 123 
disapprove of, 100 
disbelief in, of, 1 23 
disbelieve in, 100 
disburden of. 100 
discern between, from, 101 
discernible to, 1 23 
discharge from, 101 ; of, 123 



disciple of, 123 

disconcert by, 101 

disconnect from, 101 

discontent with, 123 

discord from, with, 101 

discount, at a, 23 

discourage by, from, 101 

discourse about, (up)on, 101: on, 

with, 123 
discourteous to, 123 
discredit (up)on, 123 
discrepancy in, 123 
discriminate against, between, from, 

101 
discrimination against, between, 123 
discussion, under, 24; — about, on, 

123 
disdain to, 101 ; for, 123 
disfavour, in, 24 
disgrace, in, 24: — to. 123 
disguise, in, 24, 101 : — by, in, with, 

101 
disgust at, for, towards, 1 23 
disgusted at, by, with, 123 
dish out, up, 63 
disinclination for, to, 123 
disinclined for, to, 123 
disinterested In. 123 
dislike for, of, 123 
dismiss from, 101 
dismount from, 101 
disparity between, in, 124 
dispense from, to, with, 101 
displeased at, by, with, 124 
disposal, at one's, 24 
dispose of, 101 
disposed to, 124 
dispossessed of, 101 
dispute, beyond, in, past, without, 24 ; 

— about, on, against, with, 101 
disqualify for, from. 101 
disregard for, of, 124 
disrepair, in, 24 
dissatisfaction at, with, 124 
dissatisfied at, with, 124 
dissent from, 101 
dissimilar to. 1 24 
dissociate from, 101 
dissuade from, 101 
distance, from (at) a, in the, 24 
distaste for, 1 24 
distasteful to, 124 
distinct from, 1 24 
distinction between, 124 
distinguish between, by, from, in, 101 
distinguished by, for, 1 24 
distract from, 101 
distracted at, by, with, 124 
distraction, to, 24 
distraught at, by, with, 124 
distress, in, 24 
distressed at, by, 124 
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distrust of, 1 24 

disturbed about 124 

dive into, 101 

diverge from, 101 

divert from, to, 101 

divest of. 101 

divide among, between, by. from, 

into, with, 101 
divisible by, 1 24 
divorce from, 101, 124 
do away with, down, for. in. out, 

over, up, 64; by, for. into, out of. 

to, (up) to, with, without, 101 
dock, in, 24 

dodge behind, round. 101 
dole, on the. 24; —out, 64 
doll up, 64 
domineer over, 101 
done up, 64 
doomed to, 1 24 
doors, out of. 24 
dot. off one's, on the, 24 
dote (up)on, 101 
double, at the, 24; — for, 101 : — up, 

64 
doubt, in — of (about), 12; in, with- 
out. 24 
doubtful about of, 124 
down. 3. 49: —to, 8 
down and out, 135 
downward(s), 49 
doze off, 64 
dozen, by the, 24 
dozens of, 124 

drag behind, down, in, on, out, up, 64 
drain away, off. 64 
draw aside, away, back, down, in, 

near. off. on. out. up. 64; for. 

from, into, 101 ; (up)on, 102 
drawback, 139 
dread to. 102; of, 124 
dream away, 65: about. 102 
drenched by. with, 124 
dress, in evening, in fancy, 24; 

— down, up, 65 
drink up, off, down, 65; to, 102 
drive away, off, out, up, 65; at. into, 

to, 102 
drive-in, 139 
drop away, off, in (at), in (on), off, 

out. 6b; behind, on. out of, 102 
drop-off, dropping-off, 139 
drum into, 102 
drunk on, with, 124 
dry, in the, 24; — up, 65 
due to, 9 
dug-out, 133 
dull of, 124 

dumps, (dovv'n) in the, 24 
duress, under, 24 
during, 3 
dusk, at, 24 



duty, off, on, 24; — on, to, 124 
dwell among, at, in, (up)on, with, 102 



eager about, after, for, to, 1 24 

ear, by, 24; —for, 124 

earnest in, 24 

earth, down to, on, 24 

ease, at, with. 24 

easy of, to, 1 24 

eat in, out, up. 65: into, with, 102 

ecstasy, in. 24 

edge, on, 24 

effect, for, in, without, 24 

effort to, 124 

egg on, 65 

eke out, 65 

elaborate on, 102 

elbow, at one's, 24 

elbows, up to one's — in, 12; out at 

(the), 24 
election, by, 24 
element, in one's, out of one's. 24; 

— of. 124 
eligible for, 1 24 
eliminate from, 102 
embark for, (up)on. 102 
embodiment of, 1 24 
embody In, 102 
emerge from, 102 
emigrate from, to, 102 
eminent for, in, 124 
emphasis on, 124 
employ, in the — of, 12; — for, in, 

on, to, 102 
empty of, 124; — out, 65 
enable to, 1 02 
enamoured of, with, 124 
encounter with, 124 
encourage by. in. to. 102 
encroach (up)on. 102 
encumber with, 102 
end, at the — of, 12: at a loose, 24; 

in the, on, to no, to the, without. 

25; —in, with, 102; of. to, 124; 

off, up, 65 
endear to, 102 
endeavour to, 102 
endow with. 102 
endowed with. 124 
endued with. 124 
enforce upon. 102 
engage in, with, 102 
engaged in. to. 1 24 
engraved upon, with, 124 
engrossed in, 124 
enhanced by, with, 124 
enlarge (up)on, 102 
enlighten on, 102 
enlist in, 102 
enmity towards. 124 
enraged at, by, with, 124 



enrich by, with, 102 

enrol at, for, 102 

ensue from. on. 102 

ensure against, from, for, 102 

entail on, 102 

enter by, for, into, upon, 102; up, 65 

enthusiasm about for, 124 

enthusiastic about, for, 124 

entice from, to, 102 

entitle to, 102 

entrance (in)to, (up)on, 124 

entry (in)to. 124 

entwine about, round, with. 102 

envelop in, 102 

envious of, 1 24 

envy at of, 1 24 

equal in, 102, 124: ot to, with, 124 

equality between, in, with, 124 

equate to, 102 

equip for, with, 102 

equivalent in. of, to, 124 

error, by (in|, 25 ; in, 124 

escape from, to, 102 

essential for, to. 124 

establish in, 102 

esteem for, 124; in, 25 

estimate at, 102 

estrange from, 102 

eve, on the — of, 12 

even up, 65; with, 124 

evening, in the, 25 

event, in the — of, 12; in any, 25 

events, at all, 25 

ever, for, 25 

evict from, 102 

evidence against, for, of, 124; in, 25 

evolve from, 102 

e.xact from, of, 102; in, 124 

examine in, into, on, 103 

example, for, 25: —of. 124 

exasperated at, by, 124 

exceed by. in. 103 

excel at in. 103 

except, 3; —for, 8 

excepting, 9 

exception, with the — of, 12; with- 
out, 25; — to, 124 

excerpt from, 124 

excess, in — of, 12; to (in), 25 

exchange, in — for, 12: for, 103; of, 
125 

exchangeable for, 125 

excited about, 125 

exclusive of, 1 25 

excuse, in — of, 12; — from, 103; 
for. 103, 125 

exempt from, 1 25 

exhibition of, 125 

existence, in, 25 

exonerate from, 103 

expand into, 1 03 

expect from. of. 103 
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expectation, in — of, 12; beyond 
(contrary to), 25; —of, 125 

expel from, 103 

expend in. on, 103 

expense, at the — of, 12 

experience, from (by), 25: in, of, 125 

experiment on, with, 103 

expert at, in, on, 125 

explain away. 65: to. 103 

explicit in, 125 

exponent of, 125 

export to, 103 

expose to, 103 

exposure to, 125 

express, by, 25 

expression of, to. 125 

expressive of, 125 

extend across, over, to, 1 03 

extent, to a great, to some (a certain), 
25 

extract from, 103 

extraneous to, 12b 

extreme, in the, 25 

extricate from, 103 

exult at, in, over to, 103 

eye, with an — to, 12; — for, 125 

eyes, in the — of, up to the — in, 12; 
before (under) one's very. 25 



face, in (the) — of, on the — of (it), 
1 2 ; — on to. 1 03 ; — to face (with), 
to one's — , 25 : — it out. up to, 65 

faced with, 125 

facility for, 125 

fact, in, in point of, as a matter of, 25 

fade away, out (in). 65; in, to. 103 

fail in, to, 103: without — . 25 

faint with, 1 03 

faith, in good. 25; — in, 125 

faithful to, 125 

fall among, behind, for, from, into, 
off, over, out of, to, under, (up)on, 
103; away, back, behind. 65; 
down, in. in with, off, out 
through, to, 66 

fall-off, 139 

fall-out, 139 

falling-off, 139 

false to, 125 

famed for, 125 

fanriiliar to, with, 125 

familiarise with, 103 

f3mili3^i^/ with, 125 

famous for, 1 25 

fanatical about, 125 

far, by, 25 

fashion, after a, in a, in, 25; out of, 
25. 103 

fasten down, up, 66; to, (up)on, 103 

fatal to, 125 



fault, at, to a, 25 

favour, in — of, in — with, out of — 

with, 12;— with, 1 03 
favourable for, to, 125 
favourite of, with. 125 
fawn (up)on, 103 
fear, for — of. in — of, 13; in, 

without, 25 
feature in. 103: of. 125 
fed up (with), 66 
fee for. 125 
feed on, 103; up, 66 
feel about, after, for, up to, towards, 

103 
feeling about, towards, of, 125 
fence with. 103 
ferret about (for), out, 66 
fetch out, up, 66 
fettle, in fine. 25 
feud with. 125 
fiddle about (with), 66 
field, in one's own, in the, 25 
fight against, for. with. 103, 125: 

over, 103 
figure out (up), 66 
file, in (single), 25; — down, 66 
fill in, out, up, 66; with, 103 
filled with. 125 
fill-up, 139 

filter out, 66 ; through, 1 03 
find out. 66 
fine for 103, 125 
finish, in at the, 25; —off, up. 66; 

— with. 103 
fire, on, under, 25; — away, up, 66; 

at, (up)on, 103 
first, at, from the, 25 
fish for, 1 03 
fit in (with), out. 66; for. into, to, 104, 

125 
fits, by — and starts, 26 
fix, in a, 26; —up, 66; (up)on. 104 
flair for, 125 
flame out. up, 66 
flames, in. 26 
flare up, 66 
flash, in a, 26: — out, 67; (up)on, 

104 
flash -back, 139 
flaw in, 125 
flee from, 104 
flesh, in the, 26 
flight, in, 26 
flirt with, 104 
float (up)on, 104 
flock after, to, 1 04 
flood of 125; out. 67 
flooded with, 125 
flow into, 104 
flower, in, 26 
flutter, in a, 26 
fly at, from, into, over, to, 104 



focus, in, out of, 26; — on, 104, 125 

fold up, 67 

follow (after), 104: on, out, through, 

up, 67 
fond of, 125 
fondness for, 125 
food for, 125 

foot, at the — of, 13: by, on, 26 
for. 3 

forbear from, 104 
forbid from, to, 104 
force, by — of, 13; by, in, 26 ; — into, 

to, (up)on. 104 
foreign to, 125 
foretaste of, 125 
forget about, to, 104 
forgetful of, 125 
forgive for. 1 04 
form, in the — of, 13; in (on), off (out 

of), 26 
formula for, 125 
forth, 49 

fortunate in, to, 125 
fortune, by good. 26 
forward(s). 50 
founded (up)on, 125 
fours, on alt, 26 
frame-up, 139 

free from, 104. 125: of, to. with, 125 
fret abput at. over. 1 04 
friendly with, 125 
friendship in. 26 
fright, in, 26 

frighten by, from, into, out of, 104 
frightened at, of, 125 
from. 4 ; — above, 8 
front, at the — of, in — of. 13: in. 

26 
frown at. (up)on, 104 
fugitive from, 125 
full. in. to the, 26: — of, to, 125 
fumble about (for), 67 
fun. for (in), 26 
fundamental to, 125 
furnish with, 104 
fury, in a, 26 
fuss about, over, 104 
future, for the, in (the), 26 



gad about, 67 

gain by. from, in, (up)on, 104 

gallop, at a, 26 

gamble away, 67: (up)on, 104 

gang up (with), 67 

gaol. in. to, 26 

gape at, 1 04 

gasp for, 104 

gather up, 67 

gaze at, (up)on, 104 

gear, in, out of, 26 



\ou inaex 



general, in, 26 

generous about, in, over, to, towards, 

with, 125 
genius for, 125 
gentle to, 125 

get about, across, ahead, along (with), 
away (with), back, behind, by, 
down (to), in (with), off. 67; on 
(to), on (with), out, over, round, 
through (with), under, up. 68; 
about, across, around, at, behind, 
between, down (to), in(to), near, 
off. on (to), out (of). 104; over, 
round, through (with), to, up. 105 
get-away, 139 
get-up, 139 
getting on for, 68 
gifted with. 125 

give away, back, in, off (forth, out), 
out, 68; over, up. up to, 69; on to, 
upon. to. 105 
give-away. 139 
given to, 125 
glad about to, 1 25 
glance, at a, 26 ; — at, over, through, 

105 
glean from. 105 
gloat over, (up)on, 105 
glory in, 105, 125 
gloss over, 105 

go about (around), ahead, along 
(with), away, back on, by, down 
(with), forth, forward, in, in for, off, 
on (with), out, 69; over round, 
through (with), under, up, 70; 
about (around), after, against, at, 
beyond, by. for, into, on (with). 
out of. over, round, through (with), 
upon, with, without, 105; on the 
— , 26 
go-between, 139 
go-by. 139 
goad into, to, 105 
going on for. 70 
goings-on, 139 
gone on, 105 

good, for the — of. 13; for, to the, 
up to no, 26 ; — at, of, to, with, 
125 
goodness sake, for, 26 
gossip about. 105 
grab at, 105 
grace, by the — of, 13; with (a) bad/ 

good, 26; —with, 106 
graces, in one's good, 26 
gracious to, 125 
grade, on the down/up, 26 
graduate from, 106; in, 106, 125; 

of. 125 
graft in(to), (up)on, 106 
grain, against the, 26 
grapple with, 1 06 



grasp, out of (beyond) one's, within 

one's, 26;— at. 106; of. 125 
grateful for. to, 126 
greedy for, over, 126 
greet with. 106 
grief about, for, over, 126 
grieve about, over, at, for. 106 
grin at, 106 

grind down. 70; into, to. under. 106 
grope after, for, 106 
ground, down to the. 27 
ground(s), on the — of, 13; — for, 

126 
grounding in, 126 
grow up, 70; from, in. into, out of, to. 

(up)on, 106 
grown-up, 139 
grudge against, 126 
grumble about, at, over. 106 
guarantee against, from, 106; for, 

126 
guard, on, off one's, on one's, 27; 

— against, from, 106 
guess, at a, 27 : — at. 1 26 
guess(work). by. 27 
guilty about, of, 126 
guise, in (under) the — of, 13 



habit, in the— of. 13; —of, 126 

haggle about, over, with, 106 

hair, to a, 27 

half, in, 27 

halt at, 106 

hammer at, on, into, 106 

hand, at, at first/second, by, in, off, on, 
on every, on (the) one, on the other, 
out of, to, 27; — down, in. on, 
over, round, 70; — in hand, — to 
hand, with a heavy/high, 27 

hand-off, 139 

hand-oui. 139 

handicap, under a, 27 

hands, in the — of, 13; on all, in 
good, off one's, on one's. 27 

hang about, around, back, behind, 
on, on (to), out. up. 70; for, from, 
out of, (uplon. 106 

hang-over, 139 

hanger-on, 140 

hanker after, for, 106 

happen to, (up)on, 106 

happy about, to. 126 

hard of, on, upon, 126 

harmonise with, 106 

harmony, in, out of. 27 

harness, in. 27 

harp on, 106 

haste, in, 27 

hatch out, 70 

have in, it in for, o it out (with), out, 
up (for), 70 



head, at the — of, 13; off one's, on 
one's own, out of one's, over one's, 
27;— off (back), 71 ; for. 106 
health, in bad, in good, 27 
heap, in a, 27; — up. 71 
hear about, of. from, 106; out. 71 
hearing, in the — of. 13; out of, 

within. 27 
heart, after one's own. at, by, in, in 
one's, nearest one's, out of, with all 
one's. 28; heart-to-heart, 28 
heartless to. 1 26 
heat, in. 28 
heave to, 71 
heaven, by, 28 
heavy with, 126 
heedless of, 126 
heel, down at, to, 28 
heels, at (on, upon) one's, 28 
height, in. 28 
heir to, 126 

help, by (with) the — of, 13 
help, of, 28; —from, 126; off, on, 

out. 71 ; over, to, with, 106 
hesitate about over, to. 106 
hide from. 1 06 
hide-out 140 
hiding, in, 28 
high, on. 28 
hinder from, 106 
hinge on, 106 
hint at 106 

hire, for. on. 28: — out. 71 
hit off, it off (with). 71 ; (up)on, 106 
hoard up, 71 

hold back (in), down, forth, off. on, 
out. over, up, 71 ; by. to. with, 106 
hold-up. 140 
,>jliday. on, 28 
hollow out. 71 

home, at 28; at— with (in). 13 
homesick for, 126 
honest in, with, 126 
honour, in — of. 13; in one's, on 

one's, 28 
hop. on the, 28: — in, 71 
hope, in (with) the — of. 13: beyond 
(past). 28; —for. to. 106; for. of. 
126 
hopeful about, of, 126 
horizon, on the. 28 
horror of, 126 
horseback, on, 28 
hospitable to, 126 
hospital, in, to, 28 
host of, 1 26 
hostile to, towards. 126 
hour, on the, 28 

hours, after, at all. in the small, 28 
house, on the, 28 
hover above, around, over, 106 
humour, in a bad/good, out of. 28 
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hundreds of, i 26 

hunger after, for 106 

hungry for, 126 

hunt after, for. 106; down, out up, 

71 
hurl at 106 
hurry, in a — for, 1 3 ; in a. 2S ; — up, 

71 ; into, to, 106; for, 126 
hush up, 71 



identical with, 126 

identify by, with, 106 

Idle away, 71 

ignorance of, 126 

ignorant in, of, 126 

ill with, 1 26 

illustrate by, with, 1 06 

imagination, in one's, 28 

imbue with, 106 

immaterial to, 126 

immerse in. 106 

immersed in, 126 

immigrate (in)to, 106 

immune against from. 126 

immunise against 106 

immunity from, 126 

impart to, 106 

i mpatience wi th , 126 

impel to, 106 

imperceptible to, 1 26 

impertinent to, 126 

imperv'ious to, 126 

impinge upon. 107 

Impjicate in, 107 

Implore for. to, 107 

import into. 107 

Important to, 1 26 

impose iup)on, 107 

impregnate with, 107 

impress by, with, on, 107 

impression, under the, 28; — of, 

(up)on. 126 
improve by, in. (uplon, 107 
improvement in. on, 126 
impudent to, 126 
impulse, on, 28; —to, 126 
impunity, with, 28 
impute to, 107 
in, 4, 50; — and out, 135 
inaccessible to, 126 
incensed against, at, by, with, 126 
incentive to, 126 
incidental to, 126 
incite to, 107 
inclination to, 126 
inclined to, 126 
include in, 107 
inchjsive of. 126 
Incomparable to, with, 126 
incomprehensible to, 126 



incorporate in. with, 107 

increase, on the, 28 ; — from, in, to, 

107, 126 
incredulous of, 1 26 
incriminate In, 107 
inculcate in, (uplon, 107 
indebted to, 126 
indemnify against, for. 107 
independence of, 126 
independent of. 126 
indifference, with, 29; —to, 126 
indifferent to, 1 26 
indignant at with, 126 
indignation. In (with), 29; —against, 

at 126 
Indisposed to, 1 26 
Indulge in, 107 
indulgent to, 126 
Infancy, in, 29 
infected with. 126 
infer from, 107 
inferior to, 126 
infested with, 126 
inflamed by, with. 126 
inflate with, 107 
inflict upon, with, 107 
influence over, (uplon, with, 126 
influx of, 127 

inform about ot against, 107 
infringe (up)on, 107 
infuse into, 107 
inherent in, 127 
inherit from. 107 
initiate in(to), 107 
inject into, 107 
Injurious to, 127 
ink, in, 29 
innate in, 1 27 
innocent of, 127 
inoculate against with, 107 
inquest on, 127 

inquire about, after, into, of. 107 
inquiry about, after, into, 127 
ins and outs, 1 36 
inscribe in, on, with, 107 
insensible of, to, 127 
insensitive to, 127 
insert in(to), 107 
inside, 4, 50; — out, 136 
insight Into, 127 
insist upon, 107 
Inspired by, to, with, 127 
install in, 107 
instance, for. In the first, in this (that). 

29 
instant, at that, in an, on the, 29 
instead of, 9 
instil in(to), 107 
Insiruci in, to, 107 
instrumental in, to, 127 
insure against, for, with, 107 
intelligible to, 127 



intended for, to, 127 

intent (up)on. 127 

intention of, 127; with the — of. 13 

intercede for. with, 107 

interest of, with, 29; —in, 107, 127 

interested by, 127 

interest(s|, in the — of, 13: in one's 

own, 29 
interfere in, with, 107 
interim, in the, 29 
intermingle with. 107 
interpose between, 107 
interval. In the. 29 
intervals, at, 29 
intervene in, 1 07 
interview with. 127 
into, 4 

intoxicated with, 127 
intrigued by. 127 
introduce into, to, 107 
introduction to, 127 
intrude into, upon, 107 
intrusion into, upon. 127 
inundated with, 127 
inured to, 127 
invest in, with, 107 
invitation to, 127 
invite In, out 71 : to, 107 
involve In, 107 
inward(s), 50 
iron out. 71 
irons. In, 29 
irrespective of, 127 
irritated at by. with, 127 
isolate from, 107 
issue, at, 29; — forth, 71 ; from, out 

ot in, to, with, 107 
it in for, out with, 29 
italic(s), in, 29 
itself, by, in. of, 29 



jack up, 7 1 

jam into, with, 107 

jar (up)on, with, 107 

jealous of, 127 

jeer at 107 

jeopardy, in, 29 

jest in, 29 

jiffy, in a, 29 

job, on the, out of a, 29 

jog along (on), 71 

join in (with), 71, 107; to. 107; up, 

72 
joint, out ot 29 
joke about with, 107, 127 
journey, on a — to. 13; — from, to, 

107. 127 
joy, to the — of, 13; for, 29 
judge between, by, from, 108; ot 

127 
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judgement, in one's, 29 ; — against 

on. 127 
juggle with, 108 
jump at, over, to, (up)on, 108 
justice. In — to, 13 
justify by, to, 108 



keen on, 127 

keep away (from), back (from), down. 

In (with), off, on, on (at), out, under, 

up (with), 72; at. by, from, to, 108; 

— it up, 72 
keeping. In — with, out of — with. 13 
keeps, for, 29 
key up. 72; of, to, *127 
kick off, out. up, 72 
kick-off, 140 
kill off, 72 
kin. next of. 29 

kind. In, of a, 29; — of, to, 127 
kindness. In — to, out of — to, 13 ; 

out of, 23 
kitty. In the, 29 
knack in, of. 127 
knees, on one's, 29 
knit up, 72 
knock about, down (to), in, off. out, 

up. 72; against, on, 108 
knock-about, 140 
knock-out, 140 
know. In the, 29 ; — about, by. of, 

108 
knowledge, without the — of, 1 3 ; to 

one's, 29 
knuckle under (to), 73 



labour, in. 29; — at, for, to, under, 

108 
lace into, 1 08 
lack, for — of, 13 
lag behind. 108 
laid up (with). 73 
lament for, 108 
land, by, 29 ; on. 29. 1 08 ; — at, 1 08 ; 

up with, 73 
lap up. 73 

lapse from, of, 127; inio, 108 
large, at, 29 ; by and, 30 
lash at, 108; out. 73 
last, at (long), to the, 30; —out, 73 
latch, on the, 30 
late, of. 30; —for. 127 
latest, at (the), 30 
laugh away, down, off. 73 ; at, over, 

108 
launch out (forth), 73: (up)on, 108 
lay about. In(to). on. 108; by (aside), 

down, in. It on, off, on out, up, 73 



lay-by. 140 

lay-off. 140 

lay-out 140 

laze away, 73 

lead. In the, 30: — off. on. up to. 73: 

against by, to. 108 
leaf, in, 30 
league, in — with, 13 
leak out, 73 

lean over, towards, (up)on, 108 
leaps and bounds, by, 30 
learn about, of, by, from. 108 
lease, on, 30 

least, at, at the, in the, 30 
leave, by (with) your, on, 30; — be- 
hind, off. out, over. 73; for, to, 

108 
lee, under the — of, 13 
leer at, 1 08 

leeward, to (on) the — of, 13 
left, on (to) the — of. 13 
legs, on one's, on one's last, 30 
leisure, at, at (one's), 30; — for, to, 

127 
lend to, 108 
length, at, at arm's, at (full), at (great). 

In. 30 
lenient with. 127 
let down. 73; on. out in, (oneself) 

in for, in on, off, out, up, 74: in(to), 

108. 
let-down, 140 
let-out. 140 
let-up, 140 
letter, by, to the, 30 
level, on a — with, 13; on the. /JO; 

— against, at 108; with. 1^7 
liable for. to, 127 

liberty, at. 30 

lick up, 74 

lie down, in. over. to. up, 74; by. in. 

(up)on, 108 
lie-in. 140 
lieu, in — of. 13 
life, for, in all one's. 30 
light by the — of. in the — of, 13; 

in the, in a good, 30; — up, 74; 

(up)on, 108 
like, 4 

likely to. 127 
liken to, 1 OS 

liking, to one's, 30; —for. 127 
limelight, in the, 30 
limit to, 108, 127 
limits, within, 30 
line, in — for, 13; all along the, in. 

in one's, out of, out of one's.. 30 : 

— up, 74 
line-out. 140 
line-up. 140 

lines, on the — of, 13 ; between the, 
on these (those). 30 



linger over, (up)on, round, 108 
link to, 108; between, with, 127 
listen in, 74: for, to, 108 
little, after a, 30; for a. In, 31 ; — by 

little, by — and little, 30 
live down. In. on. out, up to. 74 ; 

among, at, by, near, for. In. through. 

(up)on, with, 108 
load up, 74; with, 108 
loaf away. 74 
loan, on, 31 
lock out, up. 74; in. 109; lock and 

key. under, 31 
lock-up, 140 
lodge at, in, with. 109 
long, before, for. 31; — for. to. 1 09 
look about, around, ahead, back, 74; 

back on, down, forward. In, on. 

out, out for. Out on. over, through, 

up. up and down, up to, 75; after, 

at, for, into, like, out of, over, 

through, to, towards, (up)on, 109; 

at of, 127 
look-in, 140 

look-out, 140: on the, 31 
looker-on, 1 40 
lord over, 1 09 
loose, on the, 31 
lose at to, 109 
loss, at a — for, 1 3 : at a, 31 
lost (up)on, 127 
lots. by. 31 
love, for, in, 31; for the — of, in — 

with. 13: —for, of. 127 
low-down, 1 40 
lowest at (the), 31 
loyal to, 127 

luck, down on one's, in, out of, 31 
lucky to, 127 
lunch, at, for, 31 
lure away (from), 75; of, 127 
lurk about, 75 
lust after, 109; for, 127 
luxury, in. 31 



machine, by. 31 

mad about, at, for. on, with. 127 

mail, by, 31 

main, in the. 31 

make, on the, 31 : — away with, off, 
out, over, up, it up, up (for), up to, 
75; after, at, for, (out) of, from, to, 
with, 109 

make-up 140 

man, to a, to the last 31 

manage to, with, without, 109 

mania for, 127 

manner, in (after) this, 31 

map. off the, on the, 31 
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march, on the. 31; — to, (uplon, .1 09 ; 

of, 127 
march-past, 140 
mark, below the, beside the, of, off 

the. over the, up to the, 31 ; 

— down, off, out, out for. 75 
marriage, by. in. 31 : — between, to. 

127 
married to, 127 
marvel at, 109; of, 128 
master of, 128 

match against, with, 109: for, 128 
matter, in the — of, 13: for that, 31 ; 

— to, 109; for. of, with, 128 
mean by, to, 109 

means, by — of, 14; by all, by any, 

by no, 31 
meant for, 128 
meantime, in the, 31 
measure, beyond, in a (some), 31 
meddle in, with. 109 
meditate iupion, 109 
meet with, 1 09 
melt into, 109 
member of, 128 
memory, in — of, 14; from, (with)in 

(living), 31 
mend, on the, 31 
mention to, 109 
mercy, at the — of, 14; without, 31 : 

(up)on, 128 
merge in(to). 109 
method for, of, 1 28 
middle, in the — of. 14 
midnight, at, 31 
midst, in the — of, 14 
might, with all one's, 31 
migrate from, to, 109 
millions of, 128 
mind, in one's right, (keep) in, of a 

(one), on one's, out of one's, to 

one's, 32 
mindful of, 128 
minds, in two, 32 
mingle with, 109 
miniature, in, 32 
minister to, 1 09 
minority, in the (a), 32 
minute, in a, to ihe, 32 
misgivings about, 128 
rriiss Out, 75 
mistake, in — for, 1 4 ; by, 32 ; — for, 

109; in, 128 
mix up, 76 
mIx-up, 140 
mixed up (in, with), 76 
mock (at). 109 
model (up)on, 109 
moderation, in. 32 
moment, at the. for a, in a, of (great), 

of little (no), on the spur of the, 32 
monopoly, in, 128 



mood, in no — for, in the — for, 14; 

in a bad/good, 32 
mop up, 76 
moralise on, over, 109 
morning, in the, 32 
most, at (the), 32; —of, 128 
motion, in, 32 
mould out of, upon, 109 
mount (up), 76 
mourn for, over, 1 09 
mourning, in, 32 
mouth, down in the, 32 
move, on the, 32 ; — along, in, on. 

out, 76; to, 109 
move-on, 140 
mow down, 76 

muddle on (along, through), up, 76 
multiply by, 109 
muse (up)on, 109 
music, to, 32 
muster up, 76 
mystery about, in, of, 128 



nag at. 109 

nail, on the, 32 

name, by (under) the — of, in the 

— of, 14; by, in, in one's, 32; 

— after, 109: for, of, 128 
narrow down, 76 

native of, to, 128 

natural to. 128 

nature, by the — of, 14; by, 32 

navy, in the, 32 

near, 4; — by, to, 8 

necessary for, to, 128 

necessity, under the — of, 14; from, 

of, 32; —for, 128 
neck to neck. '32 
need, in — of, 14; in, 32 ; — to, 1 09 ; 

for. of, 128 
negative, in the. 32 
negotiate about, on, over, with, 109 
neighbourhood, in the — of, 14: in 

the, 32 
nervous about, of, 128 
nestle down, 76 
new to. 1 28 

news, in the, 32; of. to, 128 
next to, 9 
nibble at, 109 
nice to, 128 
nicety, to a, 32 

night, at. by. in (during) the, 32 
nip along, in, off, out, 76 
nod at, 109 
nosG.. under one's, 32; — out, 76; 

into. 109 
note, of, 32 
noted for, 1 28 



nothing, for, 32 

notice, at short. 32; without, 33; 

— of, to, 128 
notify of, 1 09 ; to, 110 
notorious for, 128 
notwithstanding, 9 
nude, in the, 33 
number, in. without, 33; —off, 76; 

among, in, with, 110: of, 128 



o'clock, at one (two, etc.). 33 

oath. on. 33 

obedience, in — to. 14 

obedient to, 128 

object against, to. 110; for, of, 128 

objection to, 128 

obligation, under an, 33; — to, 128 

oblige by,, with, 1 1 

obliged for, to, 128 

oblivious of, to, 128 

obnoxious to, 128 

observance of, 128 

observant of, 1 28 

observaiion of, r28 

obsessed by, with, 128 

obtain from, 1 1 

obtrude (up)on, 1 10 

occasion, on the — of, 14; on, 33; 

— for, to. 128 
occupy in, with. 1 10 
occur to, 110 
odious to, 128 
of, 4 

off. 5, 50 ; — and on (on and — ), 1 36 
offence against, 128 
offend against, 1 10 
offended at, by, 128 
offensive, on the, 33; —to. 128 
offer up. 76 ; — to, 110 
office, at the, in, out of, 33 
offing, in the. 33 
old, of, 33 
omit to, 110 
on, 5, 51; — to, 8 ; — and off. — and 

on, 136 
once, ail at, at, for, for this. 33 
one, all in, at, for, ~ by one, 33 
oneself, beside — with, 14; by, for, 33 
onio, on io, 8 
onus on, 128 
open, in the, 33; — out, up, 76; 

into, on(to), 110; to, 128 
operate for, (up)on, 1 10 
operation (up]on, 128 
opinion, in the — of, 14; in one's, 

of the, 33: — about, on. of, 128 
opponent of, 128 
opportunity for, of, to. 128 
opposed to. 128 
opposite, 5 ; — of, to, 1 28 ; to, 8 
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opposition, in — to, 14 

optimistic about, 128 

orbit, in, 33 

order, by — of. in — of, 14; in, on, 

out of, 33 ; — about, in. out, 76 ; 

from. to. 110; for. from, 128 
orders., under (the) — of. 14: under. 

33 
ordinary, out of the. 33 
origin in. of, 128 
original, in the. 33 
originate from, in, with. 1 10 
ourselves, between, 33 
out, 5, 51; —of. 8; —and about, 

and away, and out, 136 
outlook on, 128 
outrage {up)on. 128 
outraged by, 128 
outside, 5. 52: at the. 33 
outward(s), 52 
over, 5, 53 : — against, and above, 

8; and over (again), 136 
overcome by, with, 129 
overrun by, with. 129 
overwhelmed by. with, 129 
owe for. to, 110 
owing to, 9 
own. on one's. 33 
own up. 76 



pack off, up, 76 

pain, on (under) — of. 14; in, 33 

pair off. 76: with 110; of 129 

pairs, in, 34 

pal up (with), 76 

pall on, 110 

palm off, 76 

pan out, 76 

pander to, 110 

paper, in the, on. 34 

par, above, at, below, 34; on a — 

with. 14 
parallel to. with. 129 
pardon for, 1 10 
parole, on, 34 
part, on the — of. 14: for one's, for 

the most, in, in good, on one's. 34; 

— from. with. 110: in, 129 
partake in, of, 110 
partial to, 129 
partiality for, 129 
participate in, with. 110 
particular, in, 34; — about, 129 
partner in, with. 123 
party to, 129 
pass along, away (on, out), back, by, 

down, off, 76; off (as), on, out, up. 

77: by, for, into, over, through. 

110 



passer-by, 140 

passion for. 129 

past, 5, 53: in the, 34 

patch up, 77; on. 129 

patience, out of — with, 14 

pave with. 1 10 

pay, in the — of. 14; back, off, out 

(away), up. 77; by, for. into, to. 

110 
pay-off, 140 
payable to. 129 
payment, in — for, 14 
peace, at 34: at — with. 14 
peace(-time), in. 34 
peck at, 110 
peculiar to, 129 
peep at. into, over. 110 
peer at. into, through, 1 10 
peg out, 77 
pelt, at full, 34 
penalty for, 129 
pending, 9 

penetrate into, through, to, 110 
pension off. 77 
perception of, 129 
perch (up)on. 110 
perfect for, 129 
peril, in — of. 14; at one's, 34 
perish by, in, with, 110 
permission to, 129 
permit to, 110: for, to. 129 
persevere in, with, 110 
persist in, 110 

person, in the — of, 14; in, 34 
persuade by. tnto./of, to, 110 
pertain to, 1 10 f 
pertinent to. 129 
pessimistic about, of, 129 
petition for, to. 110 
phone, by, on (over) the, 34 
pick off, out, up, 77 ; on, 1 10 
pick-up, 140 
picnic, on a, 34 
piece of, 129 
pieces, in, 34 
pile (it) on, 77 
pile up, 77 

pin down, up, 77: on, to. 1 10 
pinch, at a. 34 
pine after, for, 1 10 
pink, in the, 34 
pipe down, up. 77 
pit against, 1 10 
pitch in, 77; into, (up)on, 110 
pity, out of — for, 14; in (with), out 

of, 34: —about, for. on. 129 
place, in ^ of, 14; in, in one's, in the 

first, out of. 34: —for. 129 
plan, (according) to. 34; — for. on, 

110; for, 129 
play, at, in, 34; — about (around), 

down, in, off (against), out, 77; 



up, up to, 78 ; at, for (up/on, 110; 

with. 1 1 1 
play off, 141 
plea for. 129 

plead against, for, with. 111 
pleasant to, 129 
pleased about, at. with, to, 129 
pleasing to, 129 
pleasure with, 34 
plenty of. 129 
plot against, 1 1 1 
plough through. 1 1 1 ; up, 78 
pluck up, 78 
plug away at, 78 
plunge in(to), 11 1 
ply between, with. 1 1 1 
pocket, in, out of, 34 
point, at the — of, on the — of. 14: 

beside the, to the, 34; — at, to, 

111; out. 78 
pole, up the, 34 
polish off, up, 78 
polite to, 1 29 
ponder over, (up)on, 1 1 1 
pop in (over, round), off. up. 78 
popular with, 123 
pore over, 1 1 1 
port, in, 34 
pose for, 1 1 1 
position, in a — of, 14; in, in one's. 

out of. 34 
positive about, of. 129 
possession, in — of, in the — of, 14; 

in one's, 34 
possibility of, 129 
possible for, to. 129 
post, by, 34; — up. 78 
postpone to. 111 
pounce (up)on, 1 1 1 
pour down (forth, out), 78 
power, in, 34: in one's, 35; — over, 

to. 129 
practice, in. out of. 35 
praise, in — of, 14 
pray for, to. Ill 
prayer, in. 35 
precedence over, 129 
precedent, without, 35: — for. 129 
precious to, 129 
predominate over. 1 1 1 
pre-eminent in, 129 
preface by, 111: to, 1 29 
prefer to. Ill 
preferable to. 129 
preference for, of, over, to. 129 
prefix to, 111 
prejudice, without, 35 ; — against, 

129 
prejudicial to. 129 
preliminary to. 129 
prelude to, 129 
premises, on the. 35 
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premium, ax a. 35 

preoccupied with, 129 

preparation, in, 35; — for, 129 

preparatory to. 129 

prepare for, to. 111 

prescribe for. 1 1 1 

presence., in the — of. 14 

present, at, for the. 35: —at. 129; 

to, with, 1 1 1 
preserve for, from, 1 1 1 
preside over, 1 1 1 
press on, 78: against, for. in, out of, 

to, towards, upon, 1 1 1 
pressure, under, 35 
pretence, on (under) the — of. 14 
pretend to. 111 
pretension to, 129 
pretext, on the — of, 14 
prevail against, over, (up)on. 1 1 1 
prevent from. Ill 
prevention of, 129 
previous to, 9 
prey {up)on, 1 1 1 ; to, 129 
price, at any, 35 
pride (up)on. 1 1 1 ; in, 129 
prime with. 1 1 1 ; in the — of. 14 
principle, in, on. 35 
print, in. out of, 35 
prior to; 9 
prloriVf over, 129 
prison, in. to, 35 
private, in. 35 
privilege for of, 129 
privileged to, 129 
probability, in alt, 35 
probation, on. 35 
probe into, 111. 129 
proceed against, to, with, 1 1 1 
proceeds from, 129 
process, in (the) — of, 15 
procession, in (a), 35 
produce from, 1 1 1 : of, 129 
product of. 1 29 
profession, by, 35 
proficiency in, 129 
proficient at, in, 129 
profile, in. 35 
profit by, from. 1 1 1 
progress, in, 35: — in. with. 129 
prohibit from. 1 1 1 
prominent In. 129 
promise to, 111 
prone to, 129 

proof, in — of, 15: — against, of. 1 30 
proper for, 1 30 
proportion, in — to, out of — to, 15: 

in. out of. 35 
proportional to, 130 
propose to. Ill 
prose, in, 35 

prospect of, 1 30 : for, 1 1 1 
protect against, from. 1 1 1 



protection, under the — of, 15; in 
(under) one's, 35: — from, 130 

protest, under. 35; — against. 111. 
130 

proud of, 130 

prove to. Ill 

provide against, for, with. 1 1 1 

province, outside one's, within one's, 
35 

provision against, for, 130 

provoke to. 111 

prowl, on the, 35 

proxy, by, 35 

pry into, 1 11 

public, in, 35 

pull down, in, off, out. over, round, 
through, up. 78: at, over, through, 
111 

pump out, up, 78 

punctuate with, 1 1 1 

punish by, for, 1 1 1 

punishment for, 130 

purchase from, 1 1 1 

purge from. of. 1 1 1 

purpose, for the — of. 15: on. to 
little (no), to some, 35 

pursuit, in — of, 15 

push off, on (along), 78: at, for. 
through. 111 

put about, across, aside, away, 78; 
back, by, down (for) (to), forward, 
in (for), off. on, it on, out, over, 
through, to, up, 79; up (to), up 
with, 80: in, on, over, upon, 1 1 1 

puzzle out. 80: about, over, 1 12 



qualification for, 130 

qualify for. to, 112 

quarrel about, over, between, with, 
112, 130 

quarters, at close, 35 

quest, in — of. 15 

question, beside the, beyond (with- 
out, past), in, out of the, 35; 
— about, 112. 130; of. 130 

quick at, 130 

quiet, on the, 35 

quit of. 112 

quotation from, 1 30 

quote from. 1 12 



race against. 130 

racked with. 130 

radiate from. 1 12 

radio, by, on (over) the, 36 

rage, in a, 36 

rags, in, 36 

raid on. 130 



rail at. 112 

rail(way), by, 36 

rails, off the, 36 

rain, in the, 36 

rake out, up, 80 

rally round. 1 12 

random, at, 36 

range, in the — of, 15; from, to, over, 

112 
rank with, 1 12 
ransom for, 36 
rap out, 80 
raptures, in, 36 
rate, at the — of, 1 5 : at any. at that. 

at this, 36; — above, at 112 
ratio, in the — of, 15 
ration, on, 36 

rattle off, on (away, along). 80 
rave about, over, 1 12 
reach, out of (beyond), within, 36: 

— for, 112 
react to, upon, 1 12 
reaction to. 130 
read off, on, out, over (through), up, 

80: about of, in. into, to, 112 
readiness, in — for. 1 5 
ready for, to. 1 30 
reality, in, 36 

rear, at (in) the — of, 15: in the. 36 
reason, by — of. 15; for that (this), 

in (within), out of (all), without 

rhyme or. 36; — out, 80; about, 

(up)on. with, 1 12; for, 130 
rebel against, 1 1 2 

recall, beyond (past), 36: — to, 112 
recede from. 1 12 
receipt, on — of, 15; — for. 1 30 
recipe for, 130 
recital of, 130 
reckless of. 1 30 
reckon on. up. 80: for. (up)on. with. 

112 
reclaim from, 1 12 
recline (up)on. 1 12 
recognition, in — of, 15 
recoil from, 1 1 2 
recommend for, to. 112 
recompense for, 112. 130 
reconcile to. with. 112 
record, off the. on, 36 
recourse, without — to. 15 
recover from, 112 
recuperate from. 112 
recur, to, 112 
red. in the, 36 
redemption, past (beyond, without), 

36 
reduce from, to, 112 
reel off, 80: under. 112 
refer to, 112 
reference, with (in) — to, without — 

to. 15; —to, 130 
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reflect (uplon, 1 1 2 

reflection, on, 36 

refrain from, 112 

refuge from. 130 

regard, out of — for, with (in) — to, 

1 5 : — as, 112; for. 1 30 
regarding, 9 
regardless of, 130 
regards to, 1 30 
region, in the — of, 15 
regret to, 112; for. 1 30 
reign. In (under) the — of, 15 
reinforce with. 1 12 
rejoice at, in, over, 1 1 2 
relate to, 112 
related to, 130 
relation, in — to, 15 
relative of, to, 130 
release from, 1 12 
relegate to, 112 
relevant to, 1 30 
relic of, 130 

relief, in. 36; — from. 130 
relieve from, of, 112 
relieved at, 1 30 
relish for, of, 1 30 
reluctant to. 130 
rsly (up)on, 1 12 
remain by, near. 112 
remainder, for the — of, 15 
remark about, (up)on, 1 12 
remedy for, 1 30 
remember to, 112 
remembrance, in — of, 15 
remind of, 112 
reminiscent of. 130 
remonstrate against, (up)on. with, 

112 
remorse for, 1 30 
remove from, 1 12 
render up, 80; to, 113 
rent at, to, 113 
repair, beyond, in bad/good, out of, 

under, 36: —to. 113 
repent of. 113 
replace by, with, 1 13 
reply to, 113. 130 
report for, to, 113; on. 130 
repose on, 113 
representative of, 130 
reprimand for, 1 1 3 
reproach for, 1 1 3 
repugnant to, 130 
reputation for, 130 
request by, 36; —for, to. 130 
require of, to. 113 
rescue from, 1 13 
resemblance between, of, to, 130 
reserve, in, without, 36 : — for. 1 13 
resign to, 113 
resolve to, (up}on, 113 
resort to. 113 



resound with, 113 

respect, in — of (to), out of — for. 

with — to, 15; in every, in no, in 

one, 36; —for. 130 
respecting, 9 
respects, in some, 36 
respond to, 113 

response, in — to, 15; from. to. 130 
responsible for, to, 130 
rest, for the — of. 15; at, for the, 36; 

— against, on, with. 113 
restore to, 113 

restrain from. 1 13 

restraint, without, 36 

restrict to, 113 

result, without, 36: — from, in, 113; 

of, 130 
reticence about, (up)on, 130 
retire from. into. to. (up)on. 113 
retreat, in, 36 ; — from, to, 113 
return, in — for, 15; in, 37 ; — from, 

to. 113 
reveal to, 113 
revel in, 1 13 
revenge, in — for, 1 5 ; out of. 37 : 

— (up)on, 1 13 
reverence for. 1 30 
reverse, in, 37 
revert to, 113 

revolt, in, 37; — against, from, 113 

revolve about, round, 1 13 

reward for. 113. 130 

rhyme, in, 37; —with. 113 

rich in, 130 

rid of, 1 1 3 / 

riddles, in, 37 f 

ride off (away), out, 80; in, on, 113 

rig out (up), up, 80 

right, on (to) the — of, 1 5 ; in the, 37 ; 

— for, in, to, 130 
ring off. up, 80 
rinse out, 80 

rip off. 80 

ripe for, 1 30 * 

rise up. 80; above, against, to, 113 

risk, at the — of, 1 5 ; at one's own, 37 

road, on the, 37; —for, to, 130 

rob of. 113 

rocker off one's. 37 

rocks, on the, 37 

role, in the — of, 15 

roll in, on (by, along), up, 80 

roof, under one's. 37 

room for. to, 131 

root out (up). 80 

rope in, off, 80 

rote, by. 37 

round. 6, 53; —about. 8: —off, 

out. 80: (up)on. 113: up. 81: — 

and round, 1 36 
round-up, 141 
rough, in (the). 37 



rouse from, out of. to. 113 

rout out. 81 

rub in. off, out, up, 81 

rude to. 131 

ruffle up, 81 

ruins, in, 37 

rule, under the — of, 15: as a, 37: 

— off. out, 81 : over, 113 

run. at a, in the long, on the, 37: 

— about, away (off), away with, 
down, in, off, on, out, over, 
through, up, up against, 81 ; 
across (into), after, against, at, 
into, off, on, over, through, 113; 
to, upon, 1 14 

runabout, 141 

runaway, 141 

run-through. 141 

runner-up, 141 

rush, in a, 37: —at, into. 114; for, 

131 
rut, in a. 37 



sacred to, 131 

sacrifice to. 131 

sad about, 131 

saddle, in the, out of the. 37 : — (up)- 

on, with, 114 
safe from. 131 
safety, in, 37 
sail, under, 37; — across, for, from. 

into. 1 1 4 
sake, for the — of, 15: for one's. 37 
sale, for, on. 37 
salute with, 1 14 
sanction for. 131 
satire (up)on, 131 
satisfaction, to the — of, 15; — from. 

in, to. 131 
satisfactory for. to. 131 
satisfied at. by, with, to. 131 
satisfy of. 114 
save, 6; — for, 8; —up, 82; for. 

from, 1 1 4 
saw up, 82: through, 1 14 
say about, to, 114 
scale, on a large/sniaH. etc., 37 
scalp, out for one's, 37 
scathe, without. 37 
scenes, behind the, 37 
scent, off /on the, 37 
schedule, according to, behind, on. 

37 
school, at. to. 37 
scope, beyond one's, within one's. 

37 
score off. 1 1 4 
scramble over, 1 14 
scrape along, off, out, up, 82 : 

through. 1 14 
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scratch, from, 3/ : up to, 3»; — along, 

out, 82 
scream for, 1 1 4 
screen, on the. 38 
screw up, 82 
scrub out, 82 

363, at. by. 38; by land and. 38 
search, in — of, 15: — out. 82; for, 

114. 131 
seas, on the high, 38 
season, in, out of, 38 
secede from, 1 14 
seclusion, in. 38 
second thoughts, on, 38 
secret, in, in the, 38 
secure against, from, 114. 131 
security, in — for, 1 5 
see in, off, out. through. 82 ; about. 

into, through, to, 114 
seek out, 82; after, of 114 
seize (up)on, 1 14 
select for, from, 1 14 
self-defence, In. 38 
sell off. out, 82; for. 1 14 
send away, down, in, off, on, out 

(round), up, 82: for. 114 
send-off, 141 
sensation of, 131 
sense, in a (one), 38 
senses, in one's (right), out of one's 

(right). 38 
sensitive about, to. 131 
sentence to, 114 
separate from, 114, 131 
sequel to, 131 
serious about, 1 3 1 
seriousness, in all. 38 
serve out (round), up, 82 ; for. to. 114 
service, at one's, in. 38; — to. 131 
session, in, 38 
set about, aside (by), back, down, 

82: down as. forth, in, off. out, to. 

up. up (as), up (for. as). 83: 

(up)on. 1 14; — in, on. 131 
set-back, 141 
set-to, 141 
set-up. 141 
settle down (to), in. up (with), 83: 

for, (up)on, with. 1 14 
sever from, 1 14 
several of, 131 
sew up. 83 
shade, in the, 38 
shadow, in, 38 
shake off, out. up, S3 
shakedown, 141 
shake-up. 141 
shame on, 131 

shape, in the — of, 15; in, out of 38 
share in, with, 114; in, of, 131 
shave off, S3 
sheer off, 83 



sheK. on the, 38 

shell out. 83 

shelter from, 114. 131 

shine on, 1 14 

ship, by, 38 

shocked at, by. 131 

shoes, in one's, 38 

shoot ahead, down, out, up, 83 : 

at. 114 
shore, on. 38 

short, for. in, 38; —of, 131 
shoulder, straight from the. 38 : 

— to shoulder. 38 
shout at. for, 1 1 4 
show, on. 38; — off, up, 83; over, 

114 
showdown. 141 
show-off. 141 
showing up. 141 
shreds, in, 38 
shrink from. 1 14 
shudder at, to. 114 
shut in, off, out, to, up, 84 
shy at, 114; about, of 131 
sick for, of, with, 131 
side, by the — of 15; on the — of 

16; side by side, on every, on all 

sides, on the, 38; — against, with. 

114 
sight, at the — of in — of in the — 

of out of — of. 16; at (on), at first 

by, in, In one's (own), out of 38 
sign of 131 
silence, in, 38 
similar to. 131 
simmer, on the, 38 
sin against. 1 14. 131 
since, 6 
sing out. 84 
sink in(to), 1 14 
sins, for my. 39 
sit back, in, out. up. 84; at, for. in, 

(up)on. 1 14 
size, of a. 39: — up. 84 
sketch out. 84 
skill at, in, 131 
slack off (away). 84 
sleep, in one's, 39: — in, off, on. 84; 

(up)on, 1 14 
sleeve, up one's, 39 
slice up. 84 
slip up, 84 
slope off, 84 
slow down. 84 
slur (up)on. 131 
sly. on the. 39 
smash up. 84 

smell out 84; of 114, 131 
smile at. (up)on. 115 
smoke out, 84 
smooth away (out), 84 
smuggle in{to). out of through, 115 



snap up, 84: at, 115 

snatch at. from, 1 1 5 

snatches, by. 39 

sneer at, 115 

sniff at, 115 

snowed under, up (in, under). 84 

soak up, 84 

society, in, 39 

sod, under the, 39 

soften up. 84 

solution to, 131 

song, for a, 39 

sorrow at. for, over. 131 

sorry about, for. 131 

sort out (over), 84 

sorts, out of 39 

soul, upon my, 39 

sound, within — of 16 

soup, in the. 39 

souvenir of 131 

space out, 84 

speak out (up), 84; about, of for, on, 

to, with, 1 1 5 
spec, on, 39 
specialist in, 131 
specific in. 131 
specimen of 131 
speed, at a — of 16; at (full), 33; 

— up. 84 
spell, for a, under a, 39 ; — out. 84 
spend (up)on. 1 1 5 
spin out, 84 

spirit, in. with some, 39; — of 131 
spirits, in high/low, 39 
spit it out. 85 

spite, in — of 16 ; in (out of), 39 
spiteful to, 131 
split up. 85: in(to), on. 115 
sponge (up)on. 1 1 5 
sport, in. 39 
spot, on the, 39 
spread on, 115 
spree, on the, 39 

spring, in (the), 39: — at. on. 115 
sprinkle (up)on, 1 1 5 
spur on, 85 

spy out 85; into, (up)on, 1 15 
square, on the. 39; — up, 85 
squeeze, in a tight. 39 
staff, on the, 39 
stages, by (easy), 39 
stain on, 131 
stained with, 131 
stake, at. 39 

stamp out, 85; (up)on. 115 
stand about, by, down, in (for), in 

(with), out out for. over, to. up, up 

for. up to, 85; against, by, for. to, 

(up)on, 1 1 5 
stand-by. 141 
stand-in. 141 
stand-off. 141 
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sianci-off(ish), 141 

stand-to. 141 

siand-up. 141 

stare at, 115 

start off (out), up, 85 ; for, on, with. 

115 
starts, by fits and, 38 
state, in. 39 
stave off, 85 

stay in, out. up, 85; at, by, with. 1 1 5 
stead, in one's. 39 
steal from, 1 1 5 
steam, under (its own), 39 
steer for, 1 1 5 
stem from. 1 1 5 
step, step by, 39: —aside, by (past), 

down, in, out, up, 85; across, on, 

115 
steps, in the — of, 16 
stew, in a, 39 
stick out, out (for), (it) out, up. up 

for, 85 : at. by, to. 115 
stick-up, 141 
stilts, on, 39 
stir up, 86 
stitch up. 86 

stock, in, of good, out of. 39 
stomach, on an empty, 39 
stoop to, 115 

stop in. out, up, 86; by, for. 115 
stop-over, 141 

store, in — for, 16: in, 39; — up, 86 
stow away. 86 
stowaway, 141 
straighten out, up. 86 
strain after, at, 115 
strap up. 86 
strength, on the — of, 16; below, in 

full, up to, 39 
stretch, at (on) a. 40 
stricken with, 1 31 
stride, in one's, 40 
strike, on, 40; — in. off, out. out for, 

up, 86: at. on, 115: for, 131 
string up, 86 

strive after, for, against, with, to. 116 
struggle along. 86; against, with, 

116: against, with, between. 131 
study for, under, 116; of, 131 
stumble across, (up)on, over, 1 16 
stupor, in a. 40 
style, in. out of, 40 
subject to, 131 
submit to, 116 
subordinate to. 131 
subscribe for, to, 116 
subsist on. 1 1 6 
substance, in, 40 

substitute by, with, 1 1 6 ;for, 116. 131 
subtract from. 1 16 
succeed in, to, 116 
success, with, without. 40 



successful in, 131 

succession, in — to, 16; in. 40 

succumb to, 1 16 

sudden, (all) of a, 16 

sue for, 1 1 6 

suffer from, 1 16 

suffice for, to. 116 

sufficient for, 1 3 1 

suggest to. 116 

suitable for, 131 

suited for, 131 

sum up, 86 

summer in (the). 40 

summon up, 86 

sun, in the, under the, 40 

sunrise, at, 40 

sunset, at. 40 

superior to, 131 

superiority in. over, to. 131 

supplement by, with, 1 16 

supply to. with, 116 

support, in — of, 16 

surpass in, 116 

surprise, to the — of. 16; by. in. to 

one's. 40 
surrender to. 116 
surround by. with, 1 1 6 
suspect of, 116 
suspend by, from, over, 116 
suspense, in, 40 
suspicion, above, under, 40 
suspicious about, of, 131 
swallow up. 86 
swamped by, with. 131 
swarm round. 1 16 
swarming with. 131 
swear at. by. in(to). on. 116 
sweep along (by, past), out, up, 86 
swell out (up), up. 86 
swift to, 131 

swim, in the, out of the. 40 
swindle out of, 116 
swing, in (full), 40 
switch off. on, 86 
symbol of. 131 
sympathetic to, 132 
sympathise about, on. with. 116 
sympathy^ in — with. 16; — for, 

with. 132 
symptom of. 1 32 



table, at, under the. 40 

tack, on the right, on the wrong, 40 

tag on (after, to), 86 

tail off (away), 86 

take aback, along away, back, 
down, in, off. 86; on. out, over, 
up. up with. 87; after for, from, 
into, out of, to, t'pon, 116 

taken with, 132 



talent for, 132 

talk away, back (to), down, down to, 

over (round), 87; about, of, into. 

out of, to, with, 1 16 
talking to, 141 
tally with, 1 16 
tamper with. 116 
tantamount to. 132 
tap. on. 40; — out. 87 
tape, on. 40 
target for, 1 32 
taste, in bad/good, to one's. 40; 

— of, 116: for, in, of 132 
tax. in. 40; on. 132 
taxi, by, 40 
tear oneself away (from), off. out, 

up, 87 ; from, out of. 116 
tears, in, 40 
teens, in one's. 40 
teeth, in the ~ of, 16 
telephone, by, on (over) the, 40 
television, on, 40 
tell off. 87 ; about, of, by. from, on, 

116 
temper, in(to) a. out of, 40; — with. 

116 
tempt to, 116 
tenant of, 132 
tend to, 116 

tendency to. towards. 1 32 
tender for. 132 
tenterhooks, on, 40 
terms, in — of, on good — with. 1 6 ; 

on bad/good /these (one's). 40 
test for, 116; for, of, 1 32 
testify against, for, to, 116 
texture of, 1 32 
thank for. 1 1 7 

that. at. for all. in, 40; with. 41 
theory, in 41 : —of. 132 
there, over. 41 
thick, in the — of. 16. 41 
thin, through thick and, 41; — out, 

87 
thing, for one, 41 
think out (over), up, 87; about, of. 

(up)on. 1 17 
thirst after, for, 117, 132 
this. at. 40: with. 41 
thought, at the (very) — of. 16; deep 

in, 41 
thoughtful of. 132 
thoughts, on second, 41 
thousands of. 1 32 
thrash out, 87 
threaten with, 1 17 
threshold, on the — of, 16 
thrill with. 1 17 
thrive on, 117 
throes, in the — of. 16 
throng of, 132 
through, 6. 54; — and through, 136 
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throughout, 6 

throw about aside, away (out), 
back, down, oneself down, in, 87 ; 
off, out, over, up, 88: at in(to), 
into, over, to, (up)on, 1 17 
throw-back, 141 
throw-in. 141 
throw-out. 141 
thrust (uplon. with. 117 
thumb, under one's, 41 
tick, on, 41 : — off, 'over, 88 
ticket for, 1 32 
tide over. 88 
tidy up, 88 
tie in (with), up, 88 
till, see until 
tilt at full, 41 

time, at the — of, in — for. in — of, 
1 6 ; against, at a. at one, at that 
at the same, before one's, behind, 
for the — being, from — to. In, in 
good, in no, in less than no, in one's, 
on, once upon a, out of (one's), 
to, 41 ; —for, to. 132 
time^, at at all, behind the, 41 
timid about 132 
tinged with, 132 
tip off. over, up, 88 
tire out, 88 

tired from, of, with, 132 
title of. 132 
to, 6; — and fro, 136 
together with. 9 
toll at on. up, 117 
token, in — of, 16 
tolerant of, 1 32 
top, at the — of. on (the) — of. 16; 

on. 41 ; —up. 88 
tormented with, 132 
tortured with. 132 

touch, in — with, out of — with, 16; 
at a, in, 41 ; — down, off, over. up. 
88; at for, (up)on, 117; of. 132 
tough for. 132 
tour of. 1 32 
tow. in, 41 
toward(s). 6 
tower above, over. 1 1 7 
town, in, out of, 41 
toy with. 1 1 7 
track, on the — of, 16; off the, on 

one's, 41 ; — down, 88 
tracks, in one's. 41 
trade, by, in, of a. 41 • in, on, with, 

117 
traffic in, 117 

trail, off the. 41 ; — behind, 1 17 
train, by. 41 ; —for. 117 
tram, by. 41 
tramp over. 1 1 7 
trample (up)on. 1 17 
trance, in a, 42 



transact with. 1 1 7 

transfer from, to, 117 

transform into. 1 1 7 

transit, in, 42 

transition, in, 42 

translate from, into, 1 1 7 

transported with, 132 

travel by, from, to, 117 

tread down, 88; (up)on, 117 

treat of, with, 1 1 7 

treatment, under, 42 

tree, up a, 42 

trek, on, 42 

tremble at for, from, with, 1 17 

trend of. towards, 1 32 

trespass (up)on, 117 

trial, on, 42 

trice, in a. 42 

trick into, out of, 117 

trifle away. 88 ; with. 1 1 7 

trim, in, out of, 42 

trip up, 88 ; over, 1 1 7 

triumph, in, 42; —over. 117, 132 

tropics, in the, 42 

trot, at a. on the, 42 ; — out, 88 

trouble, in, 42 ; — with, 1 32 

true to, 1 32 

trump up, 88 

trust in, on. 42 ; — In. to. with. 117; 

In. 132 
try on, out 88: for, 1 17 
try-out 142 

tuck in. in (up), 88; into. 117 
tuck-in, 142 
tug at 117 

tumble into, out of. 117 
tune. In — with, to the — of, 16; in, 

out of, 42: — in (to), 88 
turn, in, on the. out of (one's), to a, 

42 ; — about, aside, away, 88 ; 

back, down, in, inside out, off, on, 

out. over, round, to, up, upside 

down. 89; against, into, to, upon, 

117 
turn-out 142 
turnover, 142 
turns, by, 42 
twilight at 42 
twine about round, 117 
twinkling, in a. 42 
twist down. up. round. 1 1 7 
Kvo by two, 42 
twos, in, 42 



un- (prefix), 132 
unanimous in. 132 
undaunted by, 132 
under, 7, 54 
underhand, 132 
underneath, 7 



understanding, on this (that). 42: 

— of. 132 
undertake to, 118 
uneasy about, 132 
uniform, in, 42 
unison In, 42 

unite against in. with, 118 

until (till), 7 

unto. 7 

up, 7. 54: —to. 8; —and about 

and down, 136; — and up, on the. 

42 
upon, 7 

ups and downs. 136 
upset about, over, 132 
upside down, 136 
upward(s), 55 
use, in, of (any. some, etc.). of no, 

out of, 42:— up. 89;— for. 118; 

— of, 1 32 
used to, 132 
useful for, 1 32 
usher in(to), 118 



vacation, on, 42 

vain, in, 42 ; — about, 1 32 

valid for. 1 32 

valuable for, to. 132 

value, of (great some, no, etc.), 42; 

— at on, 118; at for. of, 132 
vanish from, 1 18 
variance, at — with, 16 
variation in, of, 132 
variety of, 132 
vary from, to, 118 
veer from. 1 1 8 

vengeance, with a, 42: —on. 132 
verge, on the — of, 16, 132; —on, 

towards, 1 1 8 
vernacular, in the, 42 
verse, in, 42 
versed in, 132 
version of. 1 32 
vexed at 132 
vicinity, in the, 42 
victim of. 132 
vie for, in, with, 1 1 8 
view, in — ot with a — to. 16; in, 

on, 42 
virtue, by — of, 16 
visible to, 132 
vital to, 132 
vitality for, 1 32 
visit, on a — to, 1 6, 42 
vogue, in, 42 
voice, with one. 42 
void of. 132 

volunteer for, to, 118, 132 
vote against for, in, on, 118 
vouch for 1 1 8 



wade thfxjugh, 118 

wage against, on, 118 

wager on, 118 

wait up (for), 89; for. (up)on. 118 

wake, in the — of, 16;— up, 89 

walk, for (on) a, 42 ; — about away 

(off) with, out (on), out (with), 89; 

from, to, into, 1 18 
walk-out, 142 
walk-over, 142 
wander from, to, 118 
wane, on the. 42 

want for (from) — of 16 ; in — of, 17 
wanting in. 1 33 
war, at — with, 17; at in, 42; 

— against, with, 133 
warm up, 89 

warn off, 89; about of, against, 118 

warning, without 42 

warpath, on the, 43 

warrant for, 1 33 

wary of, 1 33 

wash, in the. 43: —down, out 

(away, off), 89; up. 90 
washed up, out 142; out 90 
washing-up, 142 
wash-out, 142 
waste in. on, 118 
watch, on the — for, 17; on, on the. 

42 ; — out 90; for, over, 118 
water, in deep, of the first under, 43 ; 

— down, 90 

wave to, 118: of. 133 

wax, in, 43 

way, by — of, in the — of, on one's 
(the) — to. 17: by the. in a, in 
every, in no, in the (one's), in this 
(that), on the (one's), out of the, 
under. 43; —to, 133 

wear away (down), off, on, out 90 



weary of, 1 33 

weather, under the, 43 

weed out, 90 

weep for. 1 1 8 

weigh against, with, 118; — out up, 

90 
weight by, in. 43 
welcome to. with. 1 1 8 
wend to, towards, 1 1 8 
wet with, from, 133 
while, for a, in (after) a, in a short 

(little), 43; — away, 90 
whirl, in a. 43 
whisper, in a, 43 
whispers, in. 43 

white, in, (down) in black and, 43 
whole, as a, (up)on the, 43 
width, in, 43 
will, against the — of, 17; against 

one's, at, of one's own (free), 

with a, 43 
willing to, 133 
win over, through, 90 
wind, in the, 43; — up, 90 
wing, on the, 43 
wink at 1 1 8 
winter, in (the). 43 
wipe out (away. off), up, 90 
wise to. 1 33 
wish for to. 118, 133 
with. 7 

withdraw from, 1 18 
wither up (away), 90 
withhold from, 1 18 
within, 8 
without 8 
witness against, for. 118, 1 33 ; of. 

to. 133 
wonder, for a, in. 43; —about at 

118 



wont to. 1 33 

wor<j for word, in a (one), on the. 

upon my, 43 
words, for, in other, in so many, 44 
work, at — (uplon, 17; — at out of. 

44; in. in with, off, out, up. up 

(to), 90; at for, on, with, 118 
world, for the, in the, 44 
worm out. 90 
worn with, 133 
worn/ about 1 1 8 
worse, for the, 44 
worship of, 1 33 
worst at (the), 44 
worthy of. 133 
wrap up. 90 
wrapped up in, 90 
wrestle with, 1 1 8 
wrinkle up. 90 
write down, off. oneself out, out, 

up, 90: to. 118 
write-off, 142 
write-up, 142 
writing, in, 44 



yearn after, for, to, 118 

yield to, 118 

yore, of, 44 

you and me, between. 44 

young, with, 44 

youth, in one's, 44 



zeal for, in. 133 
zenith, at its. 44 
zest with, 44; —for, 133 



